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PREFACE 

Thi  puqxMc  of  the  writer  is  ro  uiilizt-  a  large  number  of 
origjiiial  letttr*  and  documents,  written  by  Alexander  (lamit- 
mm  and  vxriou*  mrmbcr5  of  his  family  as  well  as  his  cun- 
WUHW  nil  I.  and  which  in  some  measure  throw  light  upon 
Ub  prrnue  life  and  career  as  a  soldier,  lawyer,  and  slates- 
■HL  Mom  of  thetc  have  never  been  published,  and  were 
kft  a>  mc  by  my  father,  the  late  Philip  Hamilton,  who  was 
kii  yomgta  ion.  I  have  no  more  ambitious  purpose  than 
mt  produce  a  simple  narrative,  for  there  are  sc\etal  impor- 
aa>  works  that  fully  and  formally  describe  his  public  ser- 
«Kcs.  71k  latest  of  these  is  Oliver's  exi.Tllent  iwolc,  which 
iaa  doMc  monument  to  the  memory  of  Hamilton.  If  I  have 
^■B  ima  detail  very  minutely  it  is  because  of  the  belii-f  that 
ar  side  of  his  life  will  be  of  iniercsi  tn  a  great  many 
ohave  hitherto  been  furnished  only  with  unauihen- 
bc  (tncralibes. 

A  few  of  the  ktters  already  published  by  the  late  Jnhn  C. 
HsMdvn  ai>d  Senator  Lodge,  «r  which  appear  in  the  Life 
mi  JiBKS  McHenry,  have  been  used,  and  some  ot  thcM:  are 
Eirir  known. 

It  M  a  pleasure  to  express  my  obligation  to  Delos 
UtCmrdf.  EMf.,  and  M.  D.  Kstabtook.  Ksq..  <>f  the  New 
Ysdk  Bw;  to  WorthingTon  C-  Ford.  Ksq.,  Librarian  of  the 
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CHAPTER  I 

ORIGIN    AND   PARENTAGE 

AtcxAltDEK  Hamilton  came  into  the  world  on  January 
II.  1757.  his  binhplace  bcin^  Nevis,  a  mountainous  island 
Wdw  picturesque  Antilles.  iS°  and  18'  longitude  and  bi°  37' 
hnmit.  Nevis  has  an  area  of  about  sixty  square  miles. 
ami  was  cafontzed  bv  the  British  in  1728,  [t  is  quite  near 
Sk.  QuaHopher,  or  "St.  Kinv"  and  both  islands  were  in 
I757>  xad  are  10-day,  under  the  same  local  government. 
I  I  comparatively  short  distance  is  St.  Croix,  which 
aaic  a  Danish  possession  early  in  the  eighteenth  centur)'.' 
t  duvc  islands  are  the  centre  of  the  greatest  interest 
wm  fm  M  ll»e  early  history  of  Hamilton  is  concerned, 

Madi  ■niwceuary  speculation  has  arisen  regarding  Ham- 
&■■*•  aotecedentft,  but  why  there  should  have  been  sd  mmh 
■arMHT  is  a  maner  of  wonder,  considering  ihat  manv  of  his 
,  referring  to  his  family,  have  Tor  a  long  time 
oMCfKC  and  arc  easy  of  access,  so  that  there  is 
t  u  to  his  paiernit)  or  early  history. 
»r  Morris,  BatKroft,  Lodge,  and  others,  have 
■d   time   htnteO   at   vague   stories   regarding   his 
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illegirimacv^  and  he  has  been  described  as  the  son  of  various 
persons*  among  them  a  Danish  governor  of  one  of  the  islands; 
and  as  a  half-brother  of  his  friend  and  playmate,  Edward 
Stevens*  whom  he  is  said  to  have  closely  resembled,  and  who 
was  afterward  sent  to  the  United  States,  to  be  educated  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Knox«  with  Hamilton,  litis  early  friendship 
was  continued  throug|i  life*  although  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  anything  in  their  subsequent  intercourse  to  show  that 
thev  were  more  than  friends.  1  imothy  Pickering  left  among 
his  memoir«»  a  statement  which  has  been  resurrected  by 
Calw>t  l.<Hl^c,  and,  although  alluded  to  by  him  as  **merc 
gossip/*  was  brought  forward  and  published  in  his  volume 
of  the  "Statesmen's  Scries."  In  this  Mr.  Pickering  relates 
an  intenicw  which  he  had  with  a  Mr.  James  \'ard  in  Phila- 
delphia, who  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Stevens*  both  of 
them  having  married  the  daughters  of  a  Danish  governor 
of  the  West  Indies  named  WalterstorflT.  Yard  told  Picker- 
ing that  Hamilton  was  the  son  of  a  Scotch  gentleman  named 
Hamilton;  that  Hamilton  and  Stevens  went  to  school  to> 
gether,  that  after  the  death  of  Hamilton,  an  aunt  came  to  New 
York  and  spent  v>me  time  in  Hamilton's  house*  from  which 
fact  Yard  concluded  that  Mrs.  Hamilton  must  ha\e  received 
full  information  as  to  her  husband's  parentage*  there  being 
a  vague  inference  that  Hamilton  and  Stevens  had  the  same 
father. 

From  dfKuments  in  my  possession,  it  does  not  appear  that 
this  lady,  wh4»  was  Mrs.  Ann  Mitchell*  ever  visited  Mrs. 
Hamilton  during  Hamilton's  lifetime*  alth<»ugh  she  came 
to  America  before  his  death.  She  lived  at  Burlington* 
New  Jersey,  and  was  befriended  by  Elisha  lioudinot*  a 
brother  of  Klias*  and,  after  the  death  of  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, by  Mrs.  Hamilton,  who  provided  for  her.  Although 
Hamilton   seems  to  have  been  very  fond  of  her— for  he 
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tdcmd  K>  ber  even  in  hit  last  letter  to  his  wife  as  his  best 
fhati — if  is  not  at  all  certain  that  she  was  his  aunt; 
in  fact,  in  hit  expense  account-boolc  the  following  entry 
fpeira:  "July  11,  1796:  Donation  to  my  Cozen'  Mrs. 
Miichell;  draft  upon  me  lioo." 

Lod^'i  ipcculations  regarding  the  early  history  of  Hamil- 
■■  im  appeared  in  1882,  and  were  based  in  pan  on  the 
mimtitCm  »i;  and  inexact  statements  made  by  his  son, 
Jofca  C.  Hamilton,  who  in  his  works  made  the  mistake  of 
■oc  paUbhing  the  letters  of  his  father  in  (heir  entirety,  for 
wkm  tCMon  it  doe«  not  appear.  It  has  been  clearly  shown 
ikit  Hatmkon'i  father  lived  until  June  1,  1799,  and  his 
r  only  until  February-  16,  1768,  when  the  son  was 
1  years  old  and  she  ihiny-two. 

Thoe  matters  are  settled  by  the  church  records  of  the 
irimd  of  Sc  ViiKeni.  where  the  father  lived  for  many  year<( 
^kS  1ms  death,*  and  by  those  of  St.  Kilts,  where  ihc  mother 
«■•  btitJ,  under  the  name  of  Rachel  Irvine.  st>  that  (he 
^mtmmi  acory  referred  ro  by  E'ickering  was  not  onlv  wrong 
ii  Hg^rd  to  the  ttatement  that  Hamilton's  moth<T  lived  to  a 
^ti  aU  a((e,  but  probably  erroneous  as  to  his  other  infor- 
mttiam.  That  Hamilton  knew  of  his  origin  is  well  attested 
%f  T»rioiis  Icners  that  have  been  preserved,  some  of  which 
wm  bete  leprodtKed.  His  father  and  younger  bt<ithcr. 
fmmtit  frequently  wrote  to  him,  or  sent  droits  whith  were 
hoBHvd;  and  in  the  expense  book  above  rt-rt-rred  tn,  in  the 
yuan  1796-7,  8,  and  9,  this  sum  amounted  to  several  ihou- 
«bJ  4ollan«  which  was  a  great  deal  for  htm  to  pay.  con- 
■AinBC  the  crippled   condition   </  his    finances,  and  the 

•Si^M UaMriMf****  vToMtD  AkumlrT Hamilton  Au<uil  i >.  i «^t. UT-nK  tk«l 
to  totf  taaa  *•  9L  Croli  (mI  had  uknl  IviKoni^  Wilimiofl  rrfuilii^  Ur 
h  kr  BMaibM'i  taUrr      Ttii*  br  trainl  ii>  l><it'tf  Kmn.  tjor 
C  tbr  fP"*  "t  the  Utin. 
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many  other  demands  upon  his  slender  purse.  There  is 
absolutely  no  proof,  as  has  been  stated,  that  his  father  was 
married  twice,  or  that  James  was  a  half-brother. 

That  he  was  aware  of  the  existence  of  his  half-brother. 
Peter  Levinc,  is  shown  by  a  letter  to  General  Nathaniel 
Greene;  in  1782  he  also  wrote  to  his  wife  as  follows: 

AlexandfT  Hamilton  to  FMxfheth  Hamilton^ 

En);rf>ssed  by  our  own  immediate  concerns,  I  omitted 
telling  you  of  a  disagreeable  piece  of  intelligence  I  have 
received  from  a  gentleman  of  Georgia.  He  tells  me  of  the 
death  of  mv  brother  Levine.  ^'ou  know  the  circumstances 
that  abate  mv  nlistress,  yet  my  heart  acknowledges  the 
rights  of  a  brother.  He  dies  rich,  but  has  disposed  of  the 
bulk  of  his  fortune  to  strangers.  I  am  tf>td  he  has  left  me  a 
legaiv.  I  did  not  imjuire  how  much.  When  you  have 
cKvasion  for  monev  you  can  draw  upon  Messrs.  Stewart  Ac 
|illegiblt*|,  Philadelphia.  Iliey  owe  me  upwards  of  an 
hundred  p<iunds. 

That  he  reallv  was  the  s^m  i»f  |ames  Hamilton,  and  was 
aware  <»f  the  fact,  is  also  shown  by  letters  written  to  his 
bethrothed  as  early  as  17X0,  and  later  by  those  to  others, 
amon);  them  Robert   Troup. 

AlexanJet  Hamilton  to  Rohfrt  Troupe  July  25,  17Q5 

I  hesitated  whether  I  would  not  also  secure  a  prefereiKe 
to  the  Drafts  of  my  father,  but  these,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, being  a  voluntary  engagement,  I  doubted  the  justice 
(»f  the  measure,  and  I  have  done  nothing.  I  repeat  it  lest 
thev  should  return  up(»n  him  and  increase  his  distress. 
Thout:h  as  1  am  informed,  a  man  of  respectable  connections 
in  Scotland,  he  became,  as  a  merchant,  bankrupt  at  an  early 

■  Tr  .»aNr  t;Si 
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Amj  m  the  West  Indies  and  is  now  in  indigence.  I  have 
mtamtA  Ihm  to  come  to  ui,  but  his  age  and  in6nni^  have 
mmnvA  Iwn  fnxn  the  change  of  ctimate. 

JmHtx  Htmihon  to  his  ton  AlexanJer  Hamilton* 

St  Viwkxt.  Jwnt  u.  it^j. 

DtJia  Alizandh:    I  wrote  you  a  Icncr,  inclosed  in  one 

w  Mr.  Donald,  of  Virginia,  since  which  I  have  had  no  fur- 

i  ffom  you.     My  bad  siaie  of  health  has  pre- 

\  xo  sea  at  this  time — being  afflicted  with  a 


c— yMQBoii  of  duordeTs. 
lie  war  wl 


I  has  taicly  broken  out  between  France  and 
I  it  very  dangerous  going  to  sea  at  this  time. 
E  daily  expect  news  of  a  peace,  and  when  that 
,  provided  it  is  not  too  late  in  the  season,  I  will 
I  in  me  first  vessel  that  sails  for  Philadelphia. 
I  have  DOW  settled  all  my  business  in  this  pan  of  the 
mM*  with  the  assistance  of  my  gtx>d  friend,  Mr.  Donald, 
«iW  kw  been  ^  c^ery  se^^-icc  to  mc  that  lay  in  his  power, 
is  CHMribnting  to  make  my  life  easy  at  this  advanced  period 
«f  Efc.    The  bearer  of  this.  Captain  Sheriff,  of  the  brig 


Ot^^k,  sails  direct  for  Philadelphia,  and  has  promised  ro 
4dp«r  TOM  this  letter  with  bis  own  bands;  and  as  he  returns 
l»  dw  niand  from  Philadelphia,  I  beg  you  will  drop  me  a 
,  letting  me  kmrw  how  you  and  your  family  keep 

Ml.  a»  I  am  uneasy  at  not  having  heard  from  you 

HV  NHW  time  past.     I  beg  my  respectful  compliments  to 
.  Hanaihon  and  your  children,  and  wishing  you  heahh 
happincn,  I  remain,  with  esteem,  dear  .Alexander, 
Your  very  affectionate  father. 

James  Hamilton. 

to  Mate  rf  AtiMwdw  BumMu*.  rawprfaiaii  h'n  (nrmpomtriHf  %bA  hk 
rt  M«  c&M  iliUp.  tK-.  adlHd  b;  JotM  C  Uualboo-  \'U  V.  f-  {6;. 
taftL    I^S  r.  Ttcw,  iSja 
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Alexander  Hamilton  to  his  brother  James  Hamilton^  ]r} 

Nkw  Yoke,  J  mm  13,  1793 

My  dear  Brother:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
7 1st  of  May  last,  which,  and  one  other,  are  the  only  tetters  I 
have  received  from  vou  in  many  years.  I  am  a  little  sur<- 
prised  you  did  not  receive  one  which  I  wrote  to  you  about 
six  months  af^.  The  situation  you  describe  yourself  to  be 
in  gives  me  much  pain,  and  nothing  will  make  me  happier 
than,  as  far  as  may  be  in  my  power,  to  contribute  to  your 
relief. 

I  will  cheerfully  pay  your  draft  upon  me  for  fifty  pounds 
sterling,  whenever  it  shall  appear.  I  wish  it  was  in  my 
power  to  desire  you  to  enlarge  the  sum;  but  though  my 
future  prospects  are  of  the  most  flattering  kind,  my  present 
engagements  would  render  it  inconvenient  for  me  to  advance 
you  a  larger  sum. 

My  aflVction  for  you,  h<»wever,  will  not  permit  me  to  be 
inattentive  to  your  welfare,  and  I  hope  time  will  prove  to 
you  that  I  feel  all  the  sentiments  of  a  brother.  Let  me  only 
request  «>f  you  to  exert  your  industry'  for  a  year  or  two 
more  where  you  are,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  I  promise 
mvself  to  be  able  to  invite  you  to  a  more  comfonable 
settlement  in  this  countn.  Allow  me  only  to  give  vou 
one  caution,  which  is  to  avoid  if  possible,  getting  mco 
debt.  Are  you  married  or  single  ?  If  the  latter,  it  is  my 
wish,  for  many  reasons,  that  you  may  continue  in  chat 
state. 

But  what  has  become  of  our  dear  father  ?  It  is  an  age 
since  I  have  heard  from  him,  or  %A  him  though  I  have 
written  him  several  letters.  Perhaps,  alas!  he  is  no  more^ 
and  I  shall  not  have  the  pleasing  opportunity  oA  contributing 
to  render  the  close  of  his  life  more  happy  than  the  progrecs 
of  it.     My  heart  bleeds  at  the  recollection  of  his  misfon- 

*  "  kr«rin:wrfKr^  \A   J4mr«    A     llimtM-o  fC    Mrn   «A«!    K«rfiti  at    |l<Mnr  Mid 

nrr    K  (*•■  ,  i  V^        Thi«  Irtlrr  t\  *U.  ;  %'  ..•hrvj  ifi  lU  rnt;rf1v  in  "  \  I'rw  ol  IIamA- 
tuti'%  Lrttrn,"  bv  Ocrti\irk  AthrTtt«.     Nc«  York     190^  p  136  ; 
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I  ami  cmbarrassmmM-  Somnimes  I  Hatter  myselT  his 
■  have  extended  their  tuppon  tn  him,  and  that  now 
hr  ii  cniojruig  mnquillity  and  case;  at  other  times  I  fear 
he  M  wmfrrmg  in  indigence.  I  entreat  you,  if  ynu  can,  to 
rriir«c  me  from  my  doubts,  and  let  me  know  how  or  where 
hr  is.  if  alire;  if  dead,  how  and  where  he  died.  Should  he 
he  airvc  inform  htm  of  my  inquiries,  beg  him  to  write  to 
■^  ami  tcU  him  how  ready  I  shall  be  to  devote  myself  and 
iB  I  hive  (o  his  accommodation  and  happiness. 

I  4o  BM  advise  your  coming  to  this  country  at  present, 
{«  dK  war  has  also  put  things  out  of  order  here,  and  people 
■  jvoi  bucineu  find  a  tubMttence  difficult  enough.  My 
■hMft  vrtD  be,  bv  and  by,  to  get  you  settled  on  a  farm. 

wfievc  me,  always  your  affectionate  friend  and  brother, 
Alex.  Hamilton. 


MlfMMndfT  Hamilton  to  EHxabrlh  Schuyler 
{■Uirittfti  frior  to  1 780) 

I  wRMe  joo.  my  dear,  in  one  of  my  letters  that  I  had 
lOMB  tn  our  father,  but  had  not  heard  of  him  since,  that 
At  MBHliuiii  in  the  island*  hitherto  cannot  affect  him,  that 
I  \m  yvmnd  him  to  come  to  America  after  the  peace.  .\ 
gMrfMna  CoinK  ^^  '^  island  where  he  is,  will  in  a  few  days 
4M  AM  a  •ale  opportunity  to  write  again.  1  shall  again 
prntm  hoB  with  his  black>ev-ed  daughter,  and  tell  htm  how 
Wch  her  attention  drter^cs  hit  affection  and  will  make  the 
[  of  his  gray  hairs.  .  .  . 


The  general  igrtorance  that  exists  regarding  lUmilmn's 
tops  aod  intimate  life  has  prompted  me  tn  publish  fully 
A  I  know  about  him,  and  in  doing  this  I  must  express 
■^  mAAnKAntm  to  Gertrude  .\thi-riiin.  who  ha»  m:iile  a 
■anaHtMH  hunt  for  material,  with  tcmatkable  success. 
1W  cbbeImkmm  are  that  Alexander  Kamili'tn  was  the  son 
^  \atme»  Hamtltoo,  who  was  the  fourth  son  of  Alexander 
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Hamilton,  Laird  of  the  Grange*  in  the  Parish  of  Steventton, 
Ayrshire,  Scotland,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (eldest  daugh- 
ter c»f  Sir  Roben  Pollock),  who  were  married  in  the  year 
1730.'  The  Hamiltons  of  Grange  bekmged  to  the  Cambu»> 
keith  branch  of  the  house  of  Hamilton,  and  the  founder  of 
this  branch,  in  the  founeenth  centur)*,  was  Walter  de 
Hamilton,  who  was  the  common  ancestor  of  the  Dukes  of 
Hamilton,  the  Dukes  of  Abercorn,  Earls  of  Haddington, 
Viscounts  IWne,  Barons  Bcihaven,  several  extinct  peer- 
ages, and  of  all  the  Scotch  and  Irish  Hamilton  families. 
He  was  fifth  in  descent  from  Roben,  Earl  of  Mellent, 
created  by  Henry  I  of  France  and  His  Queen,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Jeroslaus,  Czar  of  Rus^a.' 

His  mother,  Rachel  Fawcett/  was  born  in  the  island  of 
Nrvi!(,  and  when  a  girl  of  barely  sixteen  was  forced  into 
marriage  with  a  rich  Danish  Jew,  one  John  Michael  I.^evinc 
(or  Lawrin).  who  treated  her  cruelly.  The  marriage  was 
evidently  cme  of  very  great  unhappiness  from  the  beginning 
so  that  she  was  forced  to  leave  him  and  return  to  her  mochcr'i 
niof. 

This  was  in  1755  or  175^).  Her  mother,  from  all  accounca, 
although  a  woman  <if  great  loveliness  and  charm,  was  am- 
bitious and  masterful,  and  had  very  decided  ideas  of  her  own 
regarding  her  daughter's  future/  She  herself  had  had 
matrimonial  troubles,  and  had  separated  from  her  husband 

'  Apprn'lii  A 

"  "  lli«t  em  Ai  juy)  Onral'iffKAl  Mrnv«n  ul  tSr  Ifiuv  t4  lUmUt'n.  with  Gcnf*> 
l«^i«  hi  SUm.*r%  id  iSr  Srirral  Hr&nrhr«  id  Ihr  F*miiv."  hv  J<ihn  Aadrnoa,  &«• 
ltr««i.  l^rn'.iAtr  *4  iSr  KriiraJ  CuilcfT  id  SuTKrvjcu,  l^im(iuf|th      l>iMibvfgk«  *^*$' 

"  I>Aj«Mrr  '4  Ur    )>>hn  Fawrrtl.  «  Ilu|cumi4  riilni  aftrr  thr  RrrarAtioacf  Ikt 

*tr.  t:'iflAMr  IU!I«<a«1,  (^  Si  Cpici.  a  rnuiin  «•(  Atruifvirr  llAf&ihoA,  MIMb 
«Ar  (  fjrth  *d  hit  rttalr  Ifr  va«  ft  framl^m  'd  Jamr«  I.TttiA,  «hf>  w^m  pralaMf 
»'.•<*»-  4  Ml"  .'  ifi*  '-'.^•'•fr.il  jfTar  '■•  fur  >*r  Utlrf  in  lAalgr'ft  **  Wutte  dl 
AkuA'lrr  IUn;:;t m."  ('.<i*(ilutkiaAl  fri^hsiun.  r^d    I\.  p.  41 1 
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hm  M  He,  after  having  had  several  children,  but  the  mother 
«f  HlHHhoa  came  a  long  time  after  the  others,  and  was 
I  in  unrestful  surroundings,  later  witnessing  the 
r  ^■airels.     Doubtless  the  influence  of  much  of  this, 
id  wkfa  the  persuasion  of  her  mother,  led  to  the  alliance 
I  aui  much  older  than  herself,  who  finally  made  life 
She  appears  to  have  been  a  brilliant  and 
c^TCj  prl,  who  had  been  given  e%'ery  educational  advantage 
tmi  acBowylishmcnt,  and  had  profited  by  her  opportunities, 
i^  Lcvine  ilic  had  had  one  son,  who  was  taken  from  her  by 
hii  father*  and  f(>r  a  time  lived  with  him,  first  at  St.  Croix, 
niafatfwd  in  Denmark,  and  it  was  not  until  several  years 
ihai    the    tnct    James    Mamiiton,    an    attractive 
,  of  much  charm  of  manner,  in  (he  West  Indies, 
1  the  quickly  fell  in  love.     Although,  as  has  been 
r  mother  had  parted  from  her  own  husband,  it  was 
,  owing  to  the  disorderly  condition  of  legal  affairs 
■AtfwwinciA,  for  the  daughter  to  formally  get  her  freedom 
faa  At  pcnon  who  had  to  ruined  her  life,  and  although 
any   ancmpt    was   apparently    made,    both    by    Hamilton 
■i  hcnelf,  tbey  teemed  unable  to  obtain   any  relii-f   from 
fc  IksI  courts,  and  lived  together  until  her  death,  which 
MHMd  Febntaiy  35.  1768,  when  she  was  thiny-two  years 
A    li  tf  quite  true  that  the  courts  of  St.  Croix  were  avail- 
ilk  bat  tfcift  was  a  Danish  island,  and  Irvine  was  a  Dane, 
■ia  mail  of  great  local  influence,  which  was  used  against 
^m,  wo  ifcat  their  efTorn  wrre  thwarted. 

1W  facial  life  of  England  and  the  ailonies  during  the 
^^aamA  century  was,  to  say  the  least,  unvctti(-<l,  and  this 
hmfaaJtf  vue  to  far  as  the  ntorats  of  the  better  class  were 
^KBKami.  According  to  I^ge,  "divorce  was  extri^mcly 
■■  li  Mii^  of  the  colonies,  and  even  in  England,  and  in  the 
:  involved  long,  difficult,  and  expen.«ivc 
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proceedings  of  the  greatest  publicity. "  '  In  fact,  if  we  may  be 
guided  by  the  existing  reports,  annulment  was  resoned  to 
much  more  often  than  divorce,  and  it  is  impossible  to  find 
any  account  of  the  existence  of  divorce  laws  on  the  islands 
of  St.  Kitts  or  Nevis;  according  to  well-informed  persons, 
there  was  even  no  act  providing  for  separate  maintenance. 

Marriage  rites  were  informal  and  elopements  common, 
bf>th  in  (treat  Britain  and  her  dependencies;  in  fact,  it  was 
not  until  the  passage  of  Lord  llardwick*s  marriage  bill,  and 
the  energetic  labors  of  Willx-rforce,  that  the  solemn  nature  of 
the  marriage  rite  was  established.  Even  then  l!ardwick*s 
bill  was  op|w>scd  by  Henry  Fox,  wh<»  had  married  a  daughter 
of  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  with  the  subsequent  ascend- 
ancy of  the  gay  \Val|x»!i*s  and  IVIhams  there  was  more 
tolrrance  with  irregular  marriages  than  ever. 

Lecky'  and.  later.  Sir  (leorge  Russell,'  referred  to  the 
casual  nature  of  the  marriage  customs,  and  the  easy  manner 
in  which  unions  were  made  and  broken,  and  at  this  time  the 
pilgrimages  to  (iretna  (ireen  of  those  who  were  impatient  of 
the  law's  delays  or  the  objections  of  discriminating  parents, 
were  frr<|urnt. 

In  referring  to  the  easily  v>li*mni/ed  marriages  which  did 
not  endure.  Swift  said:  "The  art  of  making  nets  is  very  dif* 
ferent  from  the  art  of  making  cages,'*  and  very  little,  if  any, 
odium  was  attached  to  those  who  tor>k  matters  into  their  own 

*  llar'H'l  Ma/k*"^*'-  Kwf  .  a  ntrmlrr  '4  tH«-  K.ni;!i«h  tar,  inf(irm«  me  that  prior  to 
1^(7  tSr-  ifiv  «i  r  .r  ■rr«I(n|p  k.n<tdin  ««  a  i-tm^uiif  ■hx/riflbmii  (r«|ui«alml  to  oitf 
m  •i'-rn  r. «  :!i  1^  rr.Arr-.aKr-  lin  rr«  -.  w^in  *<  mjiMr*)  iKr  {i«nir^  In  marr«  M^^^.  ciiold 
id.  V 'ili'A.x.rvt  (iir  «<i;nr  «  An<ini- aI  'iivi^iiitt ,  rii«(inK  al  thr  timr  (4  ihr  mafnagr, 
*h  h  ««  \*^*  !Sr  {i«Ttir«  iirrr  «ithin  Otr  (ir<ihit>iir«l  fir|trrr«  *4  <ijn«Aa|{iiimty,  w 
■  •r.r  ,4  Ihr"  '■At  n-A  r'4)vr.iinit.  '*  n<4  *4  %^jn'1  min*!,  fir  unaMr  |(»  prfltgm  Ikr 
<!  ^ti^n  '4  riA'.'  '^*^\.  Ml  /l  u.:r  mM  gtamUd  /i^  tiduiSrrr  or  twufiiy  In  any  cimrl  r4 
.»«.  hr>'\  i^w-  ■^■.\  «A\  i<i<<^ii:r\  i\  -^ xs  h\  a  )>ri%Atr  ai  t  «W  I'arluimml  IHttviv 
«i  airm-j  rf  /4  V  •  ^{.laI*--*  Vf  i.-xr  m->!rrn  wjuriimnt  ohjM  \*  i4ilainr«J  fcjr 
**  .'•rr^     «  i»'jr.'%    ;rfi<«  t-i  I  *  s  T .  '    -?  T,' I'^rf  1 4  !V   jMMirf  ct/uki  BVarrT 

•       \  •\g,.X'\-\  ST   !"'    \  !<h?'»-l!'.  r.  •  •   .'        '    *    A     \.  \»     5  II. 
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In  this  country-  elopement  was  so  common  as  to  be 
a  popphr  proceeding  among  the  higher  classes,  and  many  of 
•■r  fbrcfatben  chose  this  romantic  and  unconventional,  but 
m  dnae  bmes  perfectly  innocent  manner  of  mating.  Four 
«(  Gcaml  Philip  Schuyler's  daughters  "arranged  and  took 
(fafjp  of  their  own  marriages,'  that  of  his  daughter  who 
I  HamiltDn  being  an  exception.  Her  beautiful  sister, 
I  Church,  ran  off  with  an  F.nglishman  who  came  to 
,  it  is  said,  after  a  dud,  and  who  changed  his 
K  ■>  Carter,  but  subsc<]uently  resumed  his  own  cogno- 
I  of  John  Barker  Church,  and  was  afterward  (he  Com- 
r  for  Rochambeau. 

'  young  women  did  the  same  thing,  among 
ter  of  Henry  Cruger,  who  eloped  with  Peter 
OB  Sdttak,  aikd  "  Peggy"  White,  who  ran  away  with  Peter 
)if.  OdKT  y^Ming  women  of  romantic  inclinations  were 
SaiaRiii  Rdd  and  Harriet  Van  Rensselaer. 

Hmitoa's  father  and  mother  had  much  in  extenuation 
d^  bold  Mrp  they  took,  and  their  subsequent  mr>dc  of  life 
4m»  met  ippear  to  have  been  ft^lowed  by  any  loss  of  caste; 
ftmAkf  because  of  the  local  sympathy,  and  the  knowledge 
rf  Ae  mw  facts  of  their  unconventional  relationship;  and 
ipia,  because  there  was  tw  doubt  of  the  sincerity  and  depth 
tf  Aor  k)«v  for  each  other.  From  perfectly  reliable  sources 
,  and  may  be  believed,  that  his  mother's  first 
I  a  coarse  man  of  repuHive  personality,  manv 
I  elder  than  herself.  After  Rachel  left  hi-t  mother's 
e  mad  i>«it  to  James  Hamilton,  Alexander  Hamilton 
bora  a  year  later.  Lcvine  then  divorced  her.  In  the 
I  of  the  Ember  Court  of  St.  Croix  it  appears  that 
I  Micbad  Levine  (Lawein)  was  granted  a  divorce  for 


'  hif  ilarf  0»j  HuBiphfiTv  p   ikf     Sr*  V>irk.  iSqi 
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akanJonnufitt  and   Irvine  was  permitted  to  many  again  ; 
but  she»  being  the  defendant,  was  not.  '* 

It  it  taid  that  Levine  was  not  above  depriving  hit  wife's 
children  by  her  union  with  Hamilton  of  the  inheritance  from 
their  mother.  At  her  death  in  1768  she  possessed  several 
slaves  which  she  left  to  her  sons»  Alexander  and  James 
Hamilton.  John  Michael  Irvine  subsequently  made  appli- 
cation for  these  in  **  behalf  of  her  lawfully  begotten  hetr, 
Peter  Irvine.  '* '  It  is  here  distinctly  stated  that  the  grounds 
for  divorce  were  that  she  had  ''absented  herself."  Mrs. 
At herton  who,  in  her  collection  of  letters,  refers  to  these  facts, 
has  made  painstaking  and  careful  examination  of  the  records 
of  the  courts,  not  only  in  the  West  Indies  but  in  Copenhagen, 
and  states  positively  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  she 
deserted  her  husband  to  live  with  Hamilton,  but  was  living 
with  her  mother  in  St.  Kitts  in  1756,  when  the  latter 
appeared  upcm  the  scene.  In  a  letter  written  by  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  the  fact  of  his  mother's  unhappy  marriage, 
which  was  brought  about  by  her  mother,  is  mentioned,  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to  doubt  its  truth.  Wliether 
Irvine's  failure  to  apply  for  a  divorce  on  more  serious 
grounds  was  due  to  a  belief  in  his  wife's  innocence,  or  to 
the  realization  that  he  had  driven  her,  by  his  cruelty,  to  the 
arms  of  another  man  whom  she  truly  loved,  or  whether 
the  local  coun  refused  to  take  a  severe  view  of  her  action 
because  of  its  own  knowledge  of  Levine,  and  the  marriage 
itself,  is  a  matter  of  speculation.  Possibly  he  may  have 
felt  some  of  the  magnanimity  which,  in  more  recent  years, 
actuated  Ruskin  and  \Va{;nrr.  Cenainly  the  hest  proof 
that  no  prejudice  existed  in  after  life  in  regard  to  Hamilton 
because  of  his  birth  are  the  facts,  not  only  that  General 
Washington  invited  him  to  l>ri-omr  a  member  of  his  militairy 

*  Thr  K^->«ijChirff  {jrr«).«u«lT  rrlrrrrd  to. 
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bndjr.  bui  riuii  General  Srhuylcr  hranily  approved  of  the 
;  with  hit  daughter. 
n*s  fither  does  not  appear  to  ha%'e  been  sitocessful 
ii  toy  pursuit,  but  in  many  ways  was  a  great  deal  of  a 
JraBtrr,  and  lomething  oTa  student,  whose  chief  happiness 
■oned  tD  be  in  the  society  of  his  beautiful  and  talented  wife, 
who  was  in  every  way  intellectually  his  superior.  After  her 
itaA  be  apparcndy  lost  all  incentive  he  had  before  10  con- 
aa«e  any  mercantile  occupation,  and  left  the  island,  going 
tB  Sc  Viocem*  where  he  \i\td  until  a  titne  shortly  before  his 
tam'%  dead). 

It  b  not  evident  that  Hamilton  knew  much  of  his  Scotch 
idatrws  until  after  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  although  in  a 
katr  to  his  brother  in  1783  he  casually  alludes  to  his  uncles. 
la  1797  he  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Alexander  Hamilton,  the 
Lwd  of  the  Grange  at  the  time,  which  tells  very  simply  the 
■Mjrof  his  career  in  America  and  may  be  here  used  in  an 
■ModaciDry  way  to  what  is  to  follow. 

^UxamJtT  Hamilton  from  Atexandrr  Hamilton.' 

AuuxT,  Stats  ot  Sn»  Yois,  U^y  tkt  *J.  ijo? 
Mt  DIAft  Six:  Some  days  since  I  received  with  great 
pkaaBre  your  letter  of  the  loth  of  March.  The  mark  it 
lArds  of  your  kind  attention,  and  the  particular  account 
il  gr*M  me  of  io  truny  relaiians  in  Scotland,  are  extrrmely 
■aafyifif  to  me.  You  no  doubt  have  undcrstrjod  that  my 
whcr's  alFain  at  a  very  early  day  went  to  wreck;  m>  »s  to 
faw  rendered  hi*  lituation  during  the  prratcM  part  of  his 
16  far  from  eligible.  l"his  state  of  ihcn);s  occasioned  a 
I  between  him  and  me,  when  I  wa<  very  young, 
e  upon  the  lx>unt>-  of  my  mother's  relatives,  some 
re  then  wealthy,  though  by  vicissitudes  to  which 
I  a&tn  are  10  liable,  they  have  been  itncc  much  re- 
Wwki'lJ  C   II  ),  nil  VI,  (I  Mj. 
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duccd  and  broken  up.  Myself  at  about  sixteen  came  to  this 
country.  Having  always  had  a  stron£  propensity  to  literary 
pursuits,  by  a  a^urse  of  steady  and  laborious  exertion  I  was 
able,  by  the  aee  of  nineteen,  to  qualify  myself  for  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Ans  in  the  College  of  New- York,  and  to  lay 
the  foundation  for  preparatory  study  for  the  future  pro- 
fession of  the  law. 

The  American  Revolution  super>'ened.  My  principles 
led  me  to  take  part  in  it;  at  nineteen  I  entered  into  the 
American  army  as  Captain  of  .Artillery.  Shonly  after  I 
became,  by  invitation,  aid-dc-camp  to  (leneral  Washing;ton, 
in  which  station  I  served  til!  the  commencement  of  that  cam- 
paign which  ended  with  the  siege  of  York  in  Virginia,  and  the 
capture  of  Cornwallis's  army.  The  campaign  Imade  at  the 
head  of  a  corps  of  light  infantrv',  with  which  I  was  present 
at  the  siege  of  \'ork,  and  engaged  in  s<ime  interesting  opera- 
tions. 

.At  the  period  of  the  peace  of  (ireat  Britain,  I  found  myself 
a  member  of  Congress  by  appointment  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  State. 

After  the  peace,  I  settled  in  the  city  of  New- York,  in  the 
practice  of  the  law;  and  was  in  a  very  lucrative  course  of 
practice,  when  the  derangement  of  our  public  affairs,  by  the 
feebleness  of  the  general  a>nfederation,  drew  me  again  re- 
luctantly into  public  life.  I  became  a  member  of  the  Con- 
venticm  which  framed  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  having  taken  part  in  this  measure,  I  conceived 
myself  to  be  under  an  obligation  to  lend  my  aid  towards 
putting  the  machine  in  some  regular  motion.  Hence  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  accept  the  offer  of  President  Washington  to 
undertake  the  office  of  Secretary'  of  the  Treasur}'. 

In  that  office  I  met  with  many  intrinsic  difficulties,  and 
many  artihcial  ones  proceding  from  passions,  not  very 
worthv.  common  to  human  nature,  and  which  act  with  pe* 
cultar  force  in  republics.  The  object,  however,  was  efl^ected 
of  establishing  public  credit,  and  introducing  order  in  the 
finances. 

Public  (ifltce  in  this  country  has  few  attractions.     The 
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ptaaitry  emotumcnt  U  so  inconsiderable,  as  to  amount  lo  a 
ncrifag  ID  any  man  who  can  employ  his  time  to  advantage 
ia  aaj  liberal  profession.  The  opportunity  of  doing  good, 
hem  the  jealousy  of  power  and  the  spirit  of  faction,  is  too 
I  in  any  ttabon,  to  warrant  a  long  continuance  of  private 
fioes.  The  enterprises  of  party  had  so  far  succeeded, 
JB  ■laeffiaBy  to  weaken  the  neces-sar)'  influence  and  energy 
«f  dK  Exccud^-e  authorit)-,  and  so  far  diminish  the  power  of 
4aimf  food  in  that  dcpanmcni,  as  greatly  to  take  away  the 
■oaves  which  a  virtuous  man  might  have  for  making  sacri- 
fices. The  prospect  was  even  bad  for  gratif)ing  in  future 
Ar  kive  of  fame,  if  that  passion  was  to  be  the  spring  of  action. 

The  union  of  these  motives,  with  the  reflections  of  pru- 
^■■ee  in  relation  to  a  growing  family,  determined  mc  as 
mam  tm  my  plan  had  reached  a  certain  maiurit)-,  to  witb- 
4a»  fRMn  oiffice.  'I'his  1  did  by  a  resignation  about  two 
ytan  met,  when  1  resumed  the  profession  of  the  law  in  the 
art  of  New-^'ork  under  every  advantage  I  could  desire. 

It  ii  a  pleasant  reflection  to  me,  that  since  the  cnm- 
■^Ksnem  of  my  connection  with  General  Washington  to 
A*  mmam  dme,  I  have  possessed  a  flattering  share  of  his 
esMdcaoe  and  friendship, 

t  gi*"*"  Y°^  *  brief  sketch  of  my  political  career,  I 
D  tome  funher  family  details. 

la  die  year  1780  I  married  the  second  daughter  of  General 
SAmj/iett  a  gentleman  of  one  of  the  best  families  of  this 
^matry,  of  Urge  fortune,  and  no  less  personal  and  p<^>liiu-al 
caaMqvence.  It  is  impossible  to  be  happier  than  I  am  in  a 
«ifr;  and  I  have  five  children,  four  sons  and  a  Jaii)<hter,  the 
cUm  a  ton  MMnewhat  past  flfieen,  who  all  promise  as  well 
aa  their  year*  permit,  and  )ield  me  much  saiisfacrion. 
Thaa^  I  have  been  too  much  in  public  life  to  Ix-  wealthy, 
l^Mnation  it  extremely  comfortable,  and  leaves  mr  nothing 
aovidh  hot  a  omtinuani-e  of  health.  With  this  blessing,  the 
fmSm  of  my  profession  and  other  prospects  authnri/e  .in 
^ipcccatioa  of  such  addition  to  my  resources  as  will  rrmlrr 
A>  «««  of  bfe  easy  and  agreeable,  so  far  as  may  depend  on 
ration. 
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It  is  now  several  months  since  I  have  heard  Crom  my 
father,  who  continued  at  the  island  of  St.  V^incent.  My 
anxiety  at  this  silence  would  be  greater  than  it  is,  were  it  not 
for  the  considerable  interruption  and  precariousness  of  in- 
tercourse which  is  produced  by  the  war. 

I  have  strongly  pressed  the  old  gentleman  to  come  and 
reside  with  me,  which  would  afford  him  evei^  enjoyment  of 
which  his  advanced  age  is  capable;  but  he  has  declined  it 
on  the  ground  that  the  advice  of  his  physicians  leads  him 
to  fear  that  the  change  of  climate  would  be  fatal  to  him. 
The  next  thing  for  me  is,  in  proportion  to  my  means,  to 
endeavor  to  increase  his  comforts  where  he  is. 

It  will  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  receive  your  son 
Robert  at  my  house  in  New  York,  and  still  more  to  be  of  use 
to  him;  to  which  end,  my  reaimmcndation  and  interest  will 
not  be  wanting,  and  I  hope  not  unavailing.  It  is  mv  in- 
tcnrion  to  embrace  the  opi*ning  which  your  letter  affords  me 
to  extend  my  intera>urse  with  my  relations  in  your  country, 
which  will  be  a  new  M)urce  of  satisfaction  to  me. 

From  that  time  on  he  and  his  Ayrshire  relatives  noc  only 
kept  up  a  airrespondcnce  but  he  was  able  to  do  much  in  this 
countr)*  for  his  young  cousins,  one  of  whom  entered  the 
American  Navv.  He,  however,  never  had  the  chance  to 
visit  the  home  of  his  ancestors,  though  he  came  very  near  so 
doing.  On  this  occasion,  when  he  was  urged  to  go  abroad 
as  a  Commissioner  to  obtain  a  loan  from  France,  he  resigned 
in  favor  of  his  devoted  friend  John  Laurens,  who  was 
anxious  to  gr>  to  England  to  seek  the  release  of  his  father, 
who  was  then  imprisi>ned  in  the  Tower  of  London.^  To  a 
frtrnd  Hamilton  wrote  in  I7(H' 

'  ll'^nr^  I^u*rr.«  «^ii"f  f  ir  II  hIi*)!  .n  17^3  x%  ft  (*'mmi««i'«>rr  to  rifcrt  a  co^ 
r^r*  .4i  rrr*'*  •*-i«r*r,  !'  r  I  •\.:*  \  *  ^t-  »  »r, !  I.Sal  <«i«n?»*.  in  !V  Jl/«rrarv.  Imf  waA 
f  a;«(;»rr«!  *  •*  r^'  I- rr  .^".  fri|C4!>'  \ Hn     A.t'^"U4(h  hr  altrm{>tfl  tu  <Srar-««  hat  papm 

I  Katx^I  ■  •*    ? -If'    trr^v--..  *'it  «**  *ii'«r  jirr.tl*  liVratr*!  lhri»u|h  Ihr  ifiAumr*  of 
l^tfl   ^v.'  \i:nt      lln  ;a{K-f%  cuoUinr!   «c«cta1  vIlKh  ladAAini  the 
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My  own  hope  of  making  2  short  excursion  to  Europe 
AcMHttng  Spring  increases.  Believe  me  I  am  heartily  tired 
timf  aiOubon,  and  wait  only  the  opportunity  of  ciuitting  it 
Mfc  hooor,  and  without  decisive  prejudice  to  pubhc  affairs. 
Tim  winter,  I  trust,  will  wind  up  my  plans  so  as  to  secure 
■rwymipo. 

iW  ptcacnt  appearance  is  that  the  depending  electiotu 
t  favorable  to  the  good  cause,  and  obviate  anxiety 
In  this  event  my  present  determination  is  to 
■HJIP  mjf  political  family  and  set  seriously  about  the  care  of 
mr  privatr  family.  Previous  to  this  I  will  visit  Europe. 
TWre  I  ihall  have  the  happiness  of  meeting  you  once  more. 
Bm  will  not  a  few  minutes  afterwards  give  me  a  pang  of 
faal  aeparabon  i ' 

Tkii  plan  like  the  other  came  to  naught,  and  it  does  not 
that  he  ever  after  made  even  another  attempt  to  cross 
Adanoc,  lor  his  health  became  undermined  by  bard  work 
I  Malarial  infection  incurred  in  military  service.  In  a  letter 
in  November,  1795,  he  speaks  of  this,  and  a 
to  the  »ame  person  he  wrote:  "  I  seem  now  to  have 
of  ill  health  every  summer."  In  1793  he 
ill,  having  been  stricken  with  yellow  fever,  and 
thoroughly  alarmed  his  friends,  among  them 
Mk.  WailBl^tDn,  who  showed  the  deepest  solicitude,  and  In 
^^  *>7*  attested  her  friendly  interest  in  one  who  had 
kMB  a  fiber  of  the  military  family. 

kt*rtkm  Waihtngton  to  Elii'iheth  Ifamilton 

I  >■  imly  glad  my  Dear  Madam  to  hear  Goto.  Hamilton  is 
tmmKmiay.     You  have  my  prayers  and  warmest  wishe.s  for 
I  hope  you  take  care  of  yourself  as  you  know 

b  the  t'fliiR)  Stun,  uxl  tnauv  >*   Ihnc  >nd  Ihe 
(dtalr  llir  «cu  al  lu  aj(mt  in  Ammca,  wu  ma  de- 
»  tlv  DuKh  RriHiMk 
y^ik  ibfMk.-  bj  John  C-  UamUum 
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it  is  nrccssan*  for  your  family. — We  were  luckcy  to  have  these 
bottles  of  the  old  wine  that  was  carried  to  the  Kast  Indies 
which  is  s(*nt  with  three  of  another  kind  which  is  very  good» 
and  we  ha\e  a  plenty  to  supply  you  as  often  as  you  please 
to  send  for  it  of  the  latter. 

The  President  joins  me  in  devoutly  wishing  Colo.  Hanv- 
ilton's  recovery  we  exjH'ct  to  leave  this  to  morrow — and  hcg 
you  will  send  to  Mrs.  Kmerson  for  anything  chat  we  have  that 
you  may  want. 

I  am  my  dear  madam  vour 

Very  aHeciionatc  Friend 

M.  Washington. 

I  lis  sister-in-law  also  wrote  from  Kngland: 

Afigflua  ChuTih  t't  lilixaheth  Ilamtlton 

When  my  Dear  Kli/a.  when  am  I  to  receive  a  letter  from 
you  ?  When  am  I  to  hear  that  you  are  in  perfect  health*  and 
that  you  are  no  longer  in  fear  for  the  life  of  your  dear  Ham- 
ilti>n  .' 

F«>r  my  part«  n<»w  that  the  fever  is  gone,  I  am  all  alive  to 
the  apprehensions  f»f  the  war.  One  sorrow  succeeds  anofher. 
It  has  lH*en  whis^MTed  to  me  that  my  friend  Alexander  tncans 
to  c|uit  his  emp|f»vment  of  Secretary.  The  country  wilt  low 
one  of  her  best  friends,  and  you.  my  Dear  Kli/a,  will  be  the 
only  pervm  to  whom  this  change  can  be  either  necessary  or 
agreeable.  I  am  inclined  to  Inlieve  that  it  is  your  influence 
induces  him  to  withdraw  from  public  life.  That  so  good  a 
wife,  so  tender  a  mother,  sh(»uld  be  so  bad  a  patrioff  if 
v^iinderful* 

The  ruined  castle  of  the  Cambuskeith  Hamilcnns  was 
kntmn  as  Kerilaw  Castle,  and  in  iSj^  \shen  \i\ired  bv  fames 
A.    Hjiniifm.'    the    semnd    sim    of    Alexander     Hamdton, 

111-  ..'    v  rr-  .^».r.J  ».*...•.•!•.      f  'Vf    TrrA*u?i   m   I79f 
•Ha::...!   r..       h'::..i ■'     .  j-     i:j 


:u,  >- 
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near  a  comfortable  modciTi  home,  then  occupied  by 
Last  Laird  of  the  Grange,  who  died  2  year  later,  and 
tat  in  the  tun&hinc  feeding  his  pigeons,  and  enter- 
ed hit  visitor  with    quaint   stories  in   the    manner  of 
or  Crocken,  while  in  the  evening  he  and  his 
vcfy    formally    brewed    their    toddy,  and    ate  oat- 
biscuit,  while  (he  "simple  and  agreeable  tipple  occu- 
Ae  parry  for  an  hour  or  so  in  lively  chat."' 

'»  early  life  has  been  so  often  referred  to  by 

that  there  is  little  to  add,  except  that  from  the 

Ih  displayed  all  the  precocity  which  led  to  his  subsc- 

ic  early  advincemcni,  and  this  was  undoubtedly  stimu- 

I  by  his  hr]ple«s  condition,  and  the  necessity  for  doing 

As  is  known,  when  but  founccn  he  conducted 

of  Nicholas  Crugrr  in  his  absence,  writing  im- 

[eners    which,    in    themselves,    showed    a 

and  ripeness  of  judgment. 

jiUxtnJrr  HanuUon  to  Henry  Crugrr 

Si,  Cioix,  FArmary  >4iA,  ^^^i. 

'  C^vcnt.  Esq. 
ttr:  The  9th  ultimo  Capt.  Robert  Gibb  handed  mc  your 
hnmm  dated  December  i9th,  1771,  covering  Invoice  and 
BB  of  Lading  for  sundrrys—  which  are  landrd  in  good  order 
ifpacaUe  thmto.  I  sold  all  your  lumber  off  Immediately 
m  £tb  hickil)*  enough,  the  price  of  that  article  being  now 
Hdaad  ■>  jCii,  »  great  quantit)-s  have  been  lately  imported 
fai^  dtfmnt  para  of  this  Continent.  — Indi-ed.  there  musr 
b*  a  «aM  Cocksumption  this  Crop— which  makes  it  probable 
Am  fbc  Pfic*  ^'ill  >K><n  rise— unless  the  Crops  at  windward 
AmU  £ul  ibort — ai  is  uiJ  to  be  the  case,^whereby  wc  shall 
hm  an  be  Overstocked — the  Oats  and  Cheese  I  have  also 
■dd,  the  Conner  at  6  sh.  per  Rushell,  and  the  htter  at  g  sh. 
pK.     Yoar  mahogany  is  of  the  very  worst  kind  or  I  could 

'  AppmOti  B. 
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readily  have  obtained  6  sh.  pr  foot  for  it,  but  at  present  tis 
blown  upon,  tis  fit  only  for  end  work. 

I  enclose  you  a  price  Current  Ac  refer  you  thereto  for  other 
matters. 

Capt.  (fibbs  was  ready  to  sail  seven  days  after  his  arrival 
but  was  detained  two  days  longer  by  strong  Contrary  winds 
which  made  it  impossible  to  get  out  of  the  Harbour. 

Believe  me  Sir  Nothing  was  neglected  on  my  part  to  give 
him  the  utmost  Dispatch,  Ac  considering  that  his  Cargo 
was  stowed  verv'  Hicheldy-picheldy— the  proceeding  part  of 
it  rather  uppermost.  I  think  he  was  dispatched  as  soon  as 
could  be  expected.-  Inclosed  you  have  Invoice  of  Rum  and 
Sugar  shipt  in  the  sUwp  agreeable  to  vour  Orders.  I  could 
not  by  any  means  get  your  Casks  tilled  by  any  of  the  planters 
but  shall  dispose  of  the  FiliDS  out  of  which  the  Rum  was 
started  for  your  aca)unt,  fntrn  which  however  will  proceed  a 
small  loss — .Also  have  account  of  sloops  Port  Charges,  €>f 
which  I  hope  and  Doubt  not  youll  find  right. — 

Voull  be  a  little  surprised  when  I  tell  you  Capt.  Gibbs 
was  obliged  to  leave  his  freight  money  behind;   tne  reason 

is  this;    !\Ir.  B would  by  no  means  raise  his  part — tis 

true  he  might  have  been  aimpelled  by  Law,  but  that  would 
have  l>een  altogether  imprudent— for  to  have  inforced  pay- 
ment Ac  to  have  amverted  that  payment  into  Joes' — which 
were  extrrmely  scarce — would  have  been  attended  with  de- 
tention of  at  least  ten  or  tw*elve  days,  and  the  other  freights 
were  very  trifHing  so  that  the  whole  now  rests  with  me,  and 

Cfod  knows  when  I  shall  be  able  to  receive  Mr.  B part. 

who  is  long  winded  enough.  Mr.  B  begs  to  present  his  re- 
speas,  which  concludes  Sir. 

^  our  ver)'  flumble  St. 

for  N-C 
A-H 

Ulien  fifteen  )Tars  old,  having  shown  his  cleverness  in 
manv  wavs,  he  was  sent  to  the  United  States,  and  landed  in 
Boston;    subsequently  reaching  New  York,  where  he  met 

*  Thr  )iir  vAi  ft  Pfirii^unr  pM  coin  ol  thr  prriod. 


ORIGIN  AND  PARENTAGE  21 

Eliaa  Boudinot,  who  helped  him  in  the  matter  of  obtaining 
km  educatioa. 

Ac  an  earty  age  Hamilton  developed  a  facility  in  expres- 
■oa  Am  widened  with  succeeding  years,  and  he  accumu- 
bn4  a  mnarliably  extended  vocabulary  which  is  apparent 
ia  tiuyiliing  that  he  wrote  and  said,  and  if  the  power 
W  dMHigllt  ic  measured,  as  is  generally  admitted,  by  the 
OMM  and  accumulation  of  symbols  and  ideas,  he  cer- 
cmIjt  poMcMed  a  rich  store  of  both.  TWis  scf  ms  strange, 
far  it  60a  not  appear  that  he  had  access  to  many 
Waks,  or  Roctvcd  more  than  the  childish  education  at  the 
kaa*  of  his  mother  to  the  time  of  her  death,  when  he  was 
hm  drvrn  years  old,  although  it  has  been  stated  that 
■a  Im  earliest  inhncy  he  was  able  to  read  the  I^ebrcw 
DkoriopK.'  It  is  cenain  that  he  undcrstiMHl  French  as 
■cl  at  English,  and  his  early  titerar)-  prciductions.  among 
AaH  tht  famous  account  of  the  tornado,  shun  much  pre- 
oaoif  aad  fertilir^' of  composition  Me  certainly  was  able, 
aai  aaljr  10  express  himself  well,  but  to  make  a  selection 
t£  mate  semu  arul  vigorous  English. 

WWa  Hamilton  reached  America  in  1772  he  brought 
hMHi  arlucfa  he  delivered  to  the  Rev.  Mii^h  Knox  and  to 
WHbm  Lmngiton.  afterward  governor  of  Ncn  Jersey, 
JbJ  mM}%\i  with  the  latter  at  hit  house,  which  was  known  as 
^LAcny  Hall,"  while  he  anended  the  school  of  which 
DL  BaH>er  was  the  head  master,  at  Klizabethtown.    In  the 

A  «pDM  thr  pan  -4  »n  mthuiUtiH  tii>^[nfJirr 
t  b  dMIt  urhHt  ■"  Muktr  ha  (■milianlv  «>ib  HrUFo, 
m,  Aai  be  aailkd  f*tiutii  holirv.  wi.1  >n  a  fuKilitr  orafi  i4 

~"  '  '  ~at  hMory  to  ita'  pmrnl  tin»  hu  bwn  Mtni  M  pb- 

M  al  tnuMB  adain.     I>  h  not  ibctt,  a  faki  iiKMluuxa 
wdiMrr  am — tn  othrt  w>lnl^  thai  it  i* 
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tions  to  the  Age  and  HUfs  Gasutu^  where  he  became  en- 
gaged in  controversies  with  his  own  college  president,  who 
would  not  believe  that  the  boy  he  had  aught  could  pro- 
duce such  **  well-reasoned  and  cogent  political  disquisitions/' 

It  was  at  this  time  that  Hamilton  organized  his  students' 
corps,  who  adopted  the  name  '^ Hearts  of  Oak*'  and  who 
promptly  performed  a  number  of  rebellious  acts,  such  as 
removing  the  cannon  from  the  Battery  under  fire  €>f  the 
British  ship-of-war  Asia^  at  anchor  in  the  bay. 

Trevelyan*  refers  to  the  outbreak  of  these  young  patriots, 
and  alludes  to  the  fact  that  ''there  was  very  little  bloodshed, 
but  some  profanation,  for  later  young  Alexander  Hamilton 
at  the  battle  of  Princeton,  with  the  irreverence  €>f  a  student 
fresh  from  a  rival  place  of  education,  planted  his  guns  on  the 
sacred  green  of  the  academical  campus,  and  fired  a  six- 
pound  shot,  which  is  said  to  have  passed  through  the  head 
of  King  George  the  Second's  portrait  in  the  chapel/' 

The  later  extreme  violence  of  some  of  the  patriots  was  di»* 
tasteful  to  Hamilton,  and  he  resented  the  idea  of  the  incur- 
sions of  patriots  from  other  colonies.  When  Isaac  Sears 
came  down  with  the  mounted  horse  and  destroyed  Riving- 
ton's  press,  Hamilton  protested  and  wrote  to  John  Jay: 


AlexandiT  Hamilton  to  John  Jay 


Nnr  Yotx,  .V#w«.  s6»  177$ 

Dear  Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  to  trouble  you  with  some 
remarks  on  a  matter  which  to  me  appears  of  not  a  little  im- 
portance; doubting  not  that  you  will  use  your  influence  in 
congress  to  procure  a  remedy  for  the  evil  I  shall  mention, 
if  you  think  the  considerations  I  shall  urge  are  of  tiuif 
weight  they  seem  in  my  judgent  to  possess. 

*  "Tbr  Amrrkma  RrroluUA.**  pwl  II.  v<qL  II,  p.  IJ7. 
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YcM  mD  probably  ere  this  reaches  you  have  heard  of  the 
nr  iDCuriion  nude  into  (his  city  by  a  number  of  horsemen 
Ma  New  Eni^tand  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Scars, 
■In  took  away  M*.  Rivington's  types  and  a  Couteau  or  nvo. 
— IVmrii  I  am  fully  sensible  how  dangerous  and  pcr- 
■noai  Rmngina'a  press  has  been,  and  how  detestable  (he 
hantam  of  me  man  is  in  every  respect,  yet  I  cannot  help 
linfpfawiog  and  condemning  this  step. 

la  MMB  of  mch  commotion  as  the  present,  while  the  paft- 
iama  of  ncn  are  worked  up  to  an  uncommon  pitch  there  is 
jfcai  dUBCr  of  fatal  extremes.  The  same  state  of  the  pas- 
ioMvfciai  At!  the  multitude,  who  have  not  a  suHicicnt  stock 
mt  RMOa  and  knowledge  to  guide  (hem,  fur  opposition  (o 
'  of>prcssion,  very  narurally  leads  them  to  a  con- 
I  disregard  of  all  authority.  The  due  medium 
>  be  found  amone  the  mure  intelligent,  it  is  almost 
Bong  the  unthinking  populace.  When  the  minds 
of  ihtat  ate  looaened  from  (heir  attachment  to  ancient  es- 
fafcoMBU  aod  courses,  they  sci!m  to  grow  giddy  and  are 
■ore  or  Icm  to  run  into  anarchy.  1  nese  principles,  too 
t  ■  tbcnuclvcs,  and  confirmed  to  me  both  by  reading 
1  wtf  own  experience,  deser\'e  extremely  the  attention  of 
ttt  wlio  have  the  direction  o(  public  afr;iirs.  In  such 
yuBioui  times,  i(  requires  the  greatest  skill  in  the  political 
la  m  keep  n>en  steady  and  within  proper  Ix^unds,  on 
ant  I  am  always  more  or  less  alarmed  at  every 
Ahi(  wlurh  is  done  of  mere  will  and  pleas>ute  without  any 
■Hpcr  aMhorit>'.  Irregularities  I  know  ;ire  to  br  expected, 
Ml  Acjr  arc  nevenheless  dangerous  and  ought  tn  be  ihecked, 
fcf  OTWT  pnid«n(  and  moderate  mean.  -  -Fr<im  theie  gen- 
Wal  — aikna,  I  disapprove  of  the  irruption  in  question,  as 
iWiag  to  cherish  a  spirit  of  disorder  at  a  season  when  men 

aR  IDO  prone  to  it  of  themselves. 

Miir<iHir.  New  Kngland  is  very  populous  and  pnwctl'ul. 
It  is  mot  nfc  to  trust  to  the  vinuc  of  an\  proplc.  .Such  pro- 
asA^f*  wfll  aenre  to  produce  and  encourage  a  spirit  of  en- 
oaMckHNM  aad  anogatKe  in  them.     1  like  not  to  sec  potent 
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netghboun  indulged  in  the  practice  of  making  inroads  at 
pleasure  into  this  or  any  other  province. 

You  well  know  too.  Sir,  chat  antipathies  and  prejudices 
have  long  subsisted  between  this  province  and  New  England. 
To  this  may  be  attributed  a  principal  part  of  the  disafmrtion 
now  prevalent  among  us.  Measures  of  the  present  nature, 
however  they  may  serve  to  intimidate,  will  secretly  revive 
and  increase  those  ancient  animosities,  which  though  smoth- 
ered for  a  while  will  break  out  when  there  is  a  favorable 
opportunity. 

Besides  this,  men  coming  from  a  neighbouring  province  to 
chastise  the  notorious  friends  of  the  mmistry  here,  will  hold 
up  an  idea  to  our  enemies  not  very  advantageous  to  our 
anairs.  They  will  imagine  that  the  New  Yorkers  are  to> 
tally,  or  a  majority  of  them  disaffected  to  the  American 
cause  which  makes  the  interposal  of  their  neighbours  nee- 
essar)':  or  that  such  violences  will  breed  differences  and 
effect  that  which  they  have  been  so  eagerly  wishing,  a  di- 
vision and  quarreling  among  ourselves.  Everything  of  such 
an  aspect  must  encourage  their  hopes. 

Upon  the  whole  the  measure  is  condemned,  by  all  the 
cautious  and  prudent  among  the  whigs,  and  will  e\'idently 
be  productive  of  secret  jealousy  and  ill  blood  if  a  stop  is  noc 
put  to  things  of  this  kino  for  the  future. 

All  the  good  purposes  that  could  be  expected  from  such  a 
step  will  be  answered;  and  many  ill  consequences  will  be 
prevented  if  your  body  gently  interposes  a  check  for  the 
future.  Rivington  will  be  intimidated  ic  the  toric^  will  be 
convinced  that  the  other  colonies  will  not  tamely  see  the 
general  cause  betrayed  by  the  Yorkers. — A  favourablb  idea 
will  be  impressed  of  your  justice  Ac  impaniality  in  dis- 
couraging the  encroachments  of  any  one  province,  on 
another;  and  the  apprehensions  of  prudent  men  respectiug 
the  ill-effects  of  an  ungoverned  spirit  in  the  people  of  New 
England  will  be  quieted  — Relieve  me  Sir  it  is  a  matter  of 
consequence  and  deserves  serious  attention. 

llie  tones  it  is  objected  b\  some  are  growing  insolent  and 
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Ir  is  ncccssar}'  to  repress  and  overawe  them. — 
Tbm  n  tnith  in  (hii;  but  the  prevent  remedy  is  a  bad  one. 
Let  i-our  body  sudon  in  different  parts  of  the  province  most 
d.  with  the  mini»terial  infection,  a  few  regiments  of 
i,  raited  in  Philadelphia  the  Jerseys  or  any  other  prov- 
aec  cvepc  New  Enelana.  These  will  suffice  tn  strengthen 
Mid  mppon  the  \V'higs  who  are  still  I  flatter  myself  a  large 
■■jofky  Uld  to  suppress  the  effons  of  the  tories.  The  prc- 
■OMC  Mr  ihu  would  be  ptau«ibie.  There  is  no  knowing  how 
vaa  die  Ministry  may  make  an  attempt  upon  New  I'ork: 
TWrr  i»  reason  to  believe  they  will  not  be  long  before  they 
CBvn  their  anention  to  it  —  In  this  there  will  be  some  order  & 
itnbrin',  and  no  grounds  of  alarm  to  our  friends. — 
1  aa  Sir  with  very  great  Esteem 

Your  most  hum  Servant 

A.  Mamii-ton. 

Jaj  tubaequently  wrote  10  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President 
af  dw  pR>vitKial  Congress  of  New  York,  communicating 
a'f  viewi: 


TIm  New  England  exploit  is  much  talked  of  and  conjec- 
ttm  are  numeroui  at  to  the  pait  the  drnveniion  wilt  tiike 
ID  it.  Some  consider  it  as  an  ill  compliment  lo  the 
It  of  the  Province,  and  propbcsv  that  \ou  ha\c 
■■di  Christian  meekness  to  take  any  notice  of  it.  For 
Mm  pan  1  do  not  approve  of  the  feat,  &  think  it  neither 
OflMch  «mdom  nor  much  braver) ;  at  anv  rate,  if  it  was 
m  been  done,  1  wish  our  own  people,  and  not  strangcis, 
nfcoi  the  liberty  of  doing  it.  1  confess  1  am  m-l  a  Itttle 
■■  of  the  honour  of  the  Province,  and  am  persuaded 
in  repuution  cannot  be  maintained  without  some  little 
t  being  mingled  with  its  prudence. 

appear*,  even  when  the  chance   for  a   sysfrm- 
was  denied  him,  to  ha\e  gone  on  with   Uis 
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studies,  and  to  have  worked  constantly  to  the  end  of  his  life, 
acquiring  a  vast  amount  of  learning  of  all  kinds,  which  is 
manifest  in  everything  he  wrote,  especially  in  his  briefs, 
which  always  contained  copious  Latin  and  Greek  quota- 
tions and  every  evidence  of  profound  cultivatioo* 


CHAPTER  II 

PERSONAL  CHARACTERISTICS 

Much  misapprehension  exists  as  to  the  appearance  of 
Hanulton,  totne  of  which  is  due  to  the  idea  that  because  his 
kinhpUcc  was  the  West  Indies,  he  presented  the  physical 
(kincirnidn  of  those  born  under  a  tropical  sun. 

He  u  referred  to  by  various  authors  as  a  "Creole,"  or  a 
"nrardijr  young  West  Indian,"  and  most  of  his  biographers 
;  him  u  being  dark  in  color,  and  "having  black  hair 
[  black  eyes."  One  enthusiastic  negro  preacher, 
s  virtues  as  champion  of  that  race  during  the 
lary  War,  when  he  favored  the  enlistment  of  black 
itjy  went  so  far  as  to  suggest,  at  a  public  meeting 
!  city  of  New  York,  that  Hamilton's  vcin.«  surely  con- 
African  blood.  In  reality  he  was  fair  and  had 
I  luir,  and  a  specimen  before  me  proves  this 
m  have  been  the  case.  It  has  a  certain  glint  which  was  prob- 
akif  nocc  marked  at  an  earlier  periiKl;  but  even  now  there 
m  MD  dificulqr  in  finding  that  it  belonged  to  a  person  of  the 
MHi-UlMMle  t)'pe.'  His  eyes  were  a  deep  blue— almost 
wkt — and  he  undoubtedly  presented  the  physical  appear- 
^MS  of  lus  Scotch  father  rather  than  his  French  mother:* 

•1lkbh^tafeBMCbMlabto>if>>Dmrti(«  M.nt  Dnrmlrr.  l]Ba. 
*fa«^  Sb*  rlMr^mi  gp«h  <d  Alrundn  Hamltt.ai/'   ll-kiKht.m.  Otcind 
~  '  lAuM  IMi  and  Xkto  dntiU-  Mii.itt.m',  j>|<t<r»*n.>'     "  ^ 

t;  li(ht<JiiaHl  hair:  ■  mouth  infinii<  in  ciifim»iin.  iuiori 
>U*  hmI  rkmi  (pefcra  it,  r^n  1uitn>u»  wiih  dnij  luruiint 
^  vfth  qokk.  raiuir  ptraunlii,  uii|  Uir  «hiilr  (-ninlrnaiur 
>!■>■■  lait  I  ijBiMjiia    .         Itit  inlilM  *1  rnrcnir*  tiknkly  ipuLr 
'    ui  irrnisiiUc  (tuna." 


Ti  If 
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Fiis  ryes  were  deep  set,  his  nose  long,  and  of  the  Roman  type, 
and  he  had  a  gcKxl  chin,  the  jaw  being  strong;  the  mouth 
firm  and  moderately  large,  fie  is  variously  referred  to  by  his 
biographers  as  '•'Ihe  Little  Lion,"  and  '•'Ihe  Little  (fiant,** 
but  although  shon  of  stature,  he  was  not  notably  so,  being 
about  five  feet  seven  inches  in  height. 

Sullivan  described  him  as  ''under  middle  size,  thin  in 
person,  but  remarkably  erect  and  dignified  in  his  deport- 
ment. Ills  hair  was  turned  back  from  his  forehead,  pow- 
dered and  collected  in  a  club  behind.  His  complexion  was 
exceedingly  fair,  and  var>'ing  from  this  only  by  the  almost 
feminine  rosiness  of  his  cheeks.  Fiis  might  be  considered,  as 
to  figure  and  color,  an  uncommonly  handsome  face.  When 
at  resit  it  had  rather  a  severe,  thoughtful  expression,  but  when 
engaged  in  conversation  it  easily  assumed  an  attraaive  smile. 
When  he  entered  a  r<M)ni  it  was  apparent,  from  the  respect- 
ful attention  of  the  company,  that  he  was  a  distinguished 
pervon.**' 

From  the  available  ponraits,  which  are  numerous  but  are 
tKit  artistically  remarkable,  and  most  of  them  evidently  unr^ 
liable,  ver)'  little  impression  is  to  be  gained  of  his  figure  or 
how  he  actually  Irxikcd,  in  rc|M>se  or  when  animated.  Even 
such  a  fruitful  painter  as  I  rumbuli  rarely  produced  the  same 
results  in  his  different  pictures ;  although  his  portraits  are 
all  powerful,  yet  they  have  a  dramatic  quality  which  is 
sf>mewhat  anihcial.'  One  of  the  most  notable  gives  Ham- 
ilton bow-legs,  while  another  in  the  ( Governor's  Room  in  the 
New  ^'ork  City  Fiall  portrays  him  as  a  well-shaped  and 
graceful   man,  of  more  than  medium   height.     This  artist 
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I  ID  have  hid  special  facility  for  studying  hii  stibjea, 
far  he  mi  alwayi  an  intimate  and  devoted  friend,  and 
ttmt  fait  death  left  a  large  number  of  personal  relics  of 
HnMhao,  amoi^  them  a  fowling-piece  and  other  belong- 
iap  of  bii  early  friend,  which  he  had  evidently  carefully 
vamnd  nntil  the  end  of  his  life.' 
At  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century',  itinerant  portraiu 
I  in  vogtte,  we  find  all  kinds  of  daubs,  and  all  grades  of 
1  ugliness  in  the  canvases  that  have  been  preserved. 
m  of  Pealc  are  often  decidedly  unflattering,  for  he  does 
KHB  10  have  knowm  hnw  to  paini  the  eyes  of  his  sub- 
,  and  he  hat  made  tad  H-ork  with  Hamilton.  There  are 
I  other  portraits,  but  many  of  them  arc  said  to  be 
torn  of  other  pcrtotu.' 

The  hinrii  f  of  the  Hamilton  pictures  is  interesting,  but  it 
iiifaa  dtficult  to  trace  their  wanderings.'  That  o(  Trutn-_ 
Ul  «M  painted  at  the  request  of  Gulian  Vcrplanck  and 
«Acn»  who,  in  the  year  fjffi,  requested  that  it  should 
fmafy  loaw  an  of  his  public  career."  but  Hamilton  drpre- 
9m  aOT  ttwrh  advertiiing  in  the  foU<nving  words:  "  I  shall 
thnrfiilly  obey  their  wish  as  far  as  respects  the  taking  of  my 
pRrak,  but  1  ask  that  they  will  permit  it  to  appear  uticnn- 
■MMrf  widi  any  incident  of  my  political  life.     The  ^simple 

•■■^Mb  ^1  fw  IM»  lowBofiritn  ud  "olil  fnco"  (i>t'.».>l.l>   >  -l.*!  <« 

*9a»»Wmtd  fii*mmtmt»a»miyaimimnvr4  iothr  "A.  I.  A.  Portrait  Indct." 
p.  t^  WiiM#ili.J>.  C  1906. 

W  tMl  u»J4H»  wrll-iiJnrTTW"!  njln-i.*.  ho 

the   H'iniltxi   kiul   i-i'irr   piirirult       Hr 

I  wt.  uwl  111  (h-  curioui  fiMi  i)ui  Trum- 

I*  (tMa  CrfWiT*  (jptat.     TW  i-mt   ftruO   awn  lltr 

f  to  Ike  laWf.  ibr  Ttvmbul)  in  tlv  N    V    O^mtn  li  Cnoi- 

fktmiw  ir  w  '  la  )m»  )>«  (i.rn  r"  )  >hn  r    lUmRon  t.y  t)t. 

Mk  Md  ^  by  CtelM  Wa^a  Pnir  t*.ai»l  la  i:fW       Hr  •)- Moi  t..  ttw 

k  rf  AkMmM  »^  W«Hn  Ri^TTttrNi.  iw>  ignimnx  <J  oKu  h  •  an  t«  fniHl. 

•  IrrtMC'*  -WuhirwluB  '  wkI  iSr  "  Nali'Oal  P  .rtni.'..i* 

"     lU  kku  (paftk*  a<  •  luutlJuJ  [ivmii  ohk  b  hr  K«ki 

ltokl>b<rfH 
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rcprt'scniacion  of  thrir  fellow-citi/cn  and  frirnd  will  best  ac- 
cord with  my  frrlings. *'  'Ihis  is  the  picture  that  hangs  in  the 
Nrw  ^'ork  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  of  which  there  are 
several  replicas.  I'he  best  likenesses,  however,  were  oi- 
dently  those  of  Sharpless,  an  Knglish  artist  who  came  to 
Philadelphia  about  iji/)*  and  made  various  pictures  of 
prominent  people*  after  the  Kevoluticm,  many  of  which 
arc  to-day  in  existence.  Most  o(  his  portraits  were  small, 
but  all  were  \erv  c;irefullv  finished,  and  one  of  them  is 
the  frontispii-ie  of  this  IxMik.  I  he  most  notable  is  the  lo- 
callrd  Tallevrjnd  miniature,  bv  reason  of  the  fact  that  this 
devoted  friend  and  wily  (»ld  diplomat  was  supposed  to  have 
purloined  the  picture  \%hile  visiting  in  Philadelphia  and  taken 
it  to  France,  later  returning  a  copy  in  1X05.  The  picture  he 
took  was  really  .1  pasnl  by  Sharpless,  and  upon  the  6th  of 
IX'cemU-r,  1^05,  Mrs.  Hainilttm  wrote,  asking  that  it  be 
returned  to  her,  to  which  she  received  a  reply  from  Theophile 
Ca/eno\e,  who  for  many  years  had  l)een  president  of  the 
Holland  Company  and  a  friend  of  Talleyrand,  with  th] 
letter: 

ThrrjphtU  llaxffi'A.'r  /o  Eltxaheth  Hamilton 

pAin,  xoik  Seftemher,  1805 

Mv  PFAR  AND  iiiotii.v  FSTF.FMFD  Lady:  Vour  letter  of 
the  6th  r»f  Decemlnrr  last  did  not  reach  me  until  July,  and 
r»\%in^  tf)  the  absence  of  M.  Talleyrand  it  was  sometime 
In-fore  i  reieived  an  answer  in  reply  to  your  request  for  the 
picture  of  the  friend  we  have  all  lost.  Notwithstanding  the 
great  value  M.  Talleyrand  sets  upon  the  image  of  the  friend 
€»f  whom  we  s|H*ak  almost  daily,  your  request  and  the  cir* 
cumstances  are  of  a  nature  requiring  self-sacrifice.  The 
icture  In-mg  executed  in  pastel,  time  and  crossing  the  tea 
avr  impaired  it,  yet  the  likeness  still  remains,  and  on  seeing 
it  !  fiar  Vf>ur  tender  and  afflicted  heart  will  bleed,  but  trara 
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mJM  iMoace  tbetc  pangs,  and  my  tears  will  flow  with  yours. 
Msy  ic  bring  comfon  to  the  wile  of  the  man  whose  genius 
And  6rmncM  have  probably  created  the  greatest  part  of  the 
Unrnd  Scales,  and  whose  amiable  tjualitics,  great  good  sense, 
aad  iascnKtion  have  been  a  pleasure  to  his  own  friends. 
Good  God~fnuBi  such  a  man  fall  in  s^uch  a  manner!  .  .  . 
In  fcar  At  orieinal  picture  should  not  reach  you  with  my 
p»»«ciw  Inter.  I  hairx  ordered  a  copy  of  it  in  oil-painting, 
vtedl  I  send  by  another  opportunity,  and  which  I  rccjuest 
Jan  will  give  to  my  godson'  in  case  the  original  shall  reach 
)hm;  tf  not  Id  dispose  of  the  copy  in  the  manner  you  shall 
■hdL  .  .  .  M.  Talleyrand  desires  me  to  tell  you  of  his 
id  friendship  and  the  part  he  has  talicn  in  your 

Your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

Thkophili-  Cazf.novf. 

TW  sculptor's  chisel  has  also  been  busy,  but  wirh  little 
Riuir  tn  the  way  of  serious  anistic  production,  if  we  may 
onpt  the  Ceracci  bust,  the  Hall  statue  which  was  destroyed 
br  is«,  and  the  excellent  modem  work  "f  Onlway  l';irtridge, 
«ar  of  wfaoac  striking  sutues  stands  in  from  of  a  Mamilion 
Ckib  in  Brooklyn,  and  the  other  at  the  entrance  of  Ham- 
ina  HaU,  a  building  of  Columbia  University.  Ceracci's 
h«i,  miaA  is  very  strong  in  its  classical  charact<-r,  sug- 
gffMi  a  head  of  one  of  the  Cx^ars,  and  is  more  familiar 
Ami  aajr  other,  although  Houdin  about  the  same  time  made 
•  hwi.  when  he  executed  that  of  Washington,  which  is  also 
Many  other  stifT  and  conventional  Matues  exist, 
I  that  in  Central  Park.  The  majority,  however, 
|r  of  serious  consideration  hecausr  ihcy  arc  com- 
■^lylacr  or  bunislic.  Giuseppe  Ceracci  c.ime  here  during 
As  TlwatA  Revolution,  but  returned  to  Frame  and  was 
^BMinsd  after  being  concerned  in  a  conspirac)'  a^ainM  the 
B*  «f  Napoleoa.  A  rather  amusing  entry  in  Hamilton's 
>J^A.  Hamiliaa. 
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expense-book  is  the  following:  ** 5620.00  on  March  3rd, 
1796.  For  this  sum  through  Jrlicacy  paid  upon  Ceracci*s 
draft  for  making  my  bust  on  his  own  importunit)%  &  *af  a 
favour  to  me.' " 

Ceracci  seems  to  have  been  a  person  with  rather  grandiose 
ideas,for  he  wrote  to  Hamilton  from  Amsterdam  in  July,  1797, 
suggesting  that  he  should  be  employed  by  the  United  States 
(fovernment  to  execute  *'a  colossal,  monumental  group  fo 
commemorate  .National  Triumph,  and  to  celebrate  the  Kpoch 
ofdiory,  to  perpetuate  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution.  .  .  .  To 
give  an  idea  of  the  grandeur  of  the  subject  it  is  necessary  to 
imagine  a  group  in  sculpture  sixty  feet  high,  and  having  a 
base  three  hundred  feet  in  circumference.  It  is  to  be  com* 
posed  of  sixteen  statues  fifteen  feet  high,  of  Colonels,  and 
other  characters  in  marble,  an  Kagle,  and  other  objects; 
the  whole  to  Ih*  surmounted  by  a  figure  of  Fiero  in  bronaEc. 
The  bl(K*ks  fif  marble  for  each  statue  would  measure  l6x6 
perches."  Ihe  cost  was  to  l>e  550,000,  an  enormous  sum 
in  thf>se  days,  and  it  was  to  be  paid  in  ten  portions. 

I'here  is  little  contemporary  information  regarding  Hamil* 
ton*s  actual  physical  appearance,  but  two  interesting  French- 
men who  saw  much  of  him  and  his  family  have  written 
delightfully  of  the  scnrial  life  in  .New  York  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  eighteenth  century,  giving  us  a  €|uaint  idea  of 
the  city  as  it  then  was.  One  of  these  was  J.  P.  Brissot  de 
Warville,'  who.  during  the  French  Revolution  was  a  (lirondtsf 
and  bitterly  op|)osed  to  b<ith  Danton  and  Rol>espierre,  and 
tcNik  a  radical  and  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  ever* 
troubled  and  unstable  republic.  As  editor  of  the  Monitfut 
and  the  Putn'.t  Frafuan  and  other  newspapers  at  the   time 

\.-Tyr>  A  «.r-  \  «•<•;«■      'U  .  j  ^^A\  .  *  i  t^c  U:r  J    I*    BritxJl  (ic  WAr%iiW. 
by  iJiBrnnr  C»A%»Hr.  i;j; 
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of  the  Direcfory.  be  is  pictured  by  Scrgrni  Marceau '  as 
Acarigiiul  jrllow  journalist,  for  his  attacks  upon  his  com- 
fMHom  ind  hit  atirtnpts  at  blackmail  were  of  the  orthodox 
tiai.  Hn  fini  book  was  published  in  lj()l.  finding  his 
pOBOon  a  dangeiDus  one  afttr  the  ovenhrow  of  the  Girondists 
Ik  again  came  to  the  United  States,  and  nn  hi«  return  pub- 
UiedaKcond  bookof  traveh.  In  this  he  said:  "Mr.Ham- 
^m  b  the  worthy  fellow -la  borer  of  Mr.  Madison.  [Ic  ap- 
fan  to  be  a  nun  of  thirt)'-ctght  or  forty;  he  is  not  tall,  his 
(atan*  are  firm  and  his  expression  decided;  his  manner  is 
fcaak  and  tnardal.  He  was  aide  de  camp  to  Gen.  Wash- 
iapan  who  had  great  confidence  in  him,  and  he  well  merited 
it  Mr.  Hamilton  has  the  determined  air  of  a  Republican — 
Ur.  Madison  the  meditative  air  of  a  politician." 

TW  Duke  de  Rochefoucauld'Llancourt  was  a  chivalrous 
Iqral  geotlenun  of  another  kind,  and  remained  with  his 
hi^g  aa  loog  ai  be  could  without  actual  danger  to  his  neck, 
•  10  England  with  other  Royalists.  It  will  he  re- 
I  that  he  wait  the  Grand  Master  it(  the  king's 
,  when  he  broke  the  news  of  the  capture  of  the 
BHrik  ID  htl  royal  matter,  and  was  the  first  person  to  tell 
LoM  XVI  that  the  Revolution  had  actually  begun. 

.At  a  bm  period,  when  l^uis  was  urgtd  to  escape  to  Eng- 
tami,  be  offerrd  him  protection,  the  whole  of  his  fortune, 
■Mnwtg ooly  one  hundred  louis  a  year  for  his  children,  and 
tmatf^KMim  tbeChitcau  dc  Gallon,  ncjr  Rou<-n  On  \ugiist 
J^  I791*  the  king  accepted  this  magnificent  :inil  unselfish 
flflir.  but  almoH  immediately  after  changed  his  mind,  as  he 
«•■  aa  in  the  habtt  of  doing. 

Hb.  bo,  finally  had  to  leave  Prance,  and  came  to  .America 
r  of  introduction  to  Alexander  Hamilton  from 

Edilvd  <R>m  ihr  arlffia«J  MS.^   Ii>  M   l~  M. 
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juhn  |av  who  \v.is  thrn  In  l.oruifin,  anil  thr  following  from 
An^rlii'.!  duirrh,  ami  btrr  iM-i'ami*  one  of  Hamilton** 
\%.irnu'st  tiirndN. 

.Ifigfluii  (.huTih  Vt  sllrxtinJrr   lltvfultun 

Mv  \n  \K  Hkmiiiik:  I  Ikixc  vrrv  partii'ular  anil  \cn'  good 
motixrs  to  ask  voiir  kimlnrss  t'nr  rhc  Ditki-  ilc  Kianeourt,  he 
lo\r(l  lil»rrty  with  ^inuI  stnic-  ami  iniKii-ration;  and  hr  meant 
so  will  tuwatds  his  iiMinrry  as  (t>  introiiiuT  into  France  a 
JK-ttt-r  s\n(iiii  nt  A^rii  iihiiic-  anil  tn  solu-n  the  situation  of  the 
l.nwrr  ilass  til  |Uf»|>lr  ihcic .  \'irtur,  has  not  found  its  re- 
waril.  till  in  fht-  tnanv  sicm-^  til  (hNtrrss  that  has  afflicted  hi» 
iintfittiin.itc  iMunrr\.  hr  hki-  nia:i\  innrr  ^cnkI  men,  has  been 
nhhi^rd  x*i  It.iM-  hiN  |>tisM'SNii»nN  and  si-tk  an  Asylum  in  this 
iiuintrv 

Mc-  i^'HN  to  Ainc-riia.  anil  l;«h-s  thi-rr  without  a  friend* 
unit  SN  irv  ilrar  |{iiirh«  i.  who  is  alwavs  sn  ^«mh1,  \si11  extend  to 
MunsKur  (Ir  I  i.initiiirt  his  larr  l»c  sides  nianv  ^oikI  <|uali- 
tirs.    tills    L;rntKiiian    is   thr    tiuiul   nl    thr    Mar(|uis   de    La- 

\  A\rXU- 

\iiic  II  niv  (It  .ir  tricn«i.  rt  inrmhiT  \\\v  to  llraumet/'  and 
Mi>nM(  ur   (it-    I  .illrv  r  jiiii  ^  .<. 

ANr.l  I  ll  \    C  lirRCM. 

In  writing  Liti  r  h<  s.ini  "I  nut  ai^ain  in  New  ^'ork 
M  llaniildin.  one  (»!  rhi-  ni'ist  inff  rrstini>  nun  in  America- 
Mr  uniri  li  \Mrh  iii^nir\  .iml  ti<linL:.  aiul  nuuh  force  and 
4i(iisii>n.  il(  li::hrtiil  iTi.inn*  rs.  i:r(  .it  swrrtm-ss.  and  Ma%  in- 
tiniff  I\  .iL:t««a'>l(  \^  ^^.is  ^(Mcr.illv  known  hr  exerted  a 
|visiri-.r  imHik  n^  *  .  .in<l  .ir  rh«  N.t:ii«  tinu  hail  iiu'(  h  to  do  with 
thr  .i.i:*i:Tii^r:.ir:'ri  ••}  <  i<  rit  r.il  W  .i*^hin(:tiin  dtirmi*  the  la%t 
\(  .ir  •  f  f!i'   i'uM.Iffi.  \  "■     \\\y\  Az-ww     "Mr   lianiilton  is  one 

:  V     .    ■    ■  •       I  ■.■!■..■     f  !V  (rrfkh 

:  ",  4"  1.*  }■•-■':-  A,.i 


<      2 


PERSONAL  CHARACTERISTICS  37 

of  Ae  faicn  men  in  America,  at  least  of  those  I  have  seen. 
He  kM  bfcadth  of  mind,  and  even  genuine  clearness  in  his 
irtrw.  imaSoPf  in  their  expression,  infurmation  on  all  points, 
ifcurfiilniii.  excdkncc  of  character,  and  much  amiahility. 
1  Wlim  ifaat  even  this  eulogy  is  not  adequate  to  his  merit. " 

AUxaadfr  Hamilton  to  Angeltta  Church 

Piauu>EiniiA,  Dt(  %,  i;m- 
has  arrived,  and  has  delivered  your  letter.  I 
aD  the  attention  due  to  hi^  misrortuncN  and  hi^ 
I  wish  I  was  a  Crtrsus;  1  might  then  afford  hr>hd 
to  these  children  of  adversity,  and  how  delightful 
be  to  do  lo.  But  nnuf,  sympathy,  kind  words,  and 
*^^  «  dinner  arc  all  I  can  conrributc.' 

Hsmihon's  personality  appears  from  all  sources  of  infor- 
■■aoa  10  indicate  a  mixture  of  aggressive  force  and  infinite 
mmimen  2nd  amiability.  The  former  led  him  alway^t  to 
^cak  his  miiMl  frvcly — perhaps  too  freely  for  his  own  comfon 
vfcca  he  knew  he  was  right,  and  when  he  had  a  wrong  to 
■MKT  or  disdoK,  or  an  end  to  accomplish. 

Thii  he  did  with  an  unselfishness  and  absolute  fixity'  of 
yyun.  and  be  often  wondered  why  others  did  not  think  and 
act  as  he  did,  the  righteous  necessities  of  the  rase  seemingly 
hMg  ■>  apparent.  The  energy  of  his  nature  is  often  shown 
■ahai  kCMn,  lonie  of  which  are  full  of  resentful  impatience. 
!■  «liria(  »  Rufua  King  in  regard  to  repudiation  of  the 
■MMbI  debt,  he  says: 

*flk  MM  MlMM  «  ■faM  tb  tliw  >Wii  Im  arM  nbtiiprf  10  RiiT  up  hU  (Wdolla 

MMi^Mf  kMAr  TW  rmlii  1*  rrUmd  tn  bU  k<m  (•■  K'Jrtt  Ttmiii  < Lud^'i 
"UmatH^'  «iL  X  ^  i«7i,  iq^nllati  hn  fctiamlit  rnitwrtuuBcni.  uul  ibc  pro 
«*^ft«  wmt  M  k«  MHii  Ib  ite  rt«al  td  ha  dnih 
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Alexander  Hamilton  to  Rufus  King* 

KiNGfTON,  Fih.  ai,  1705. 

My  dear  King:  The  unnecessary  and  capricious  ind 
abominable  assassination  of  the  national  honor  bv  the  re- 
jection of  the  propositions  respecting  the  unsubscnbed  debt 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  haunts  me  every  step  I  take* 
and  afflicts  me  more  than  I  can  express.  To  see  tne  char- 
acter  of  the  government  and  the  country  so  sported  with — 
exposed  to  so  indelible  a  blot-  puts  my  heart  to  the  torture. 
Am  I,  then*  more  of  an  American  than  those  who  drew  thetr 
first  breath  on  American  ground  ?  Or  what  is  it  that  thus 
torments  me  at  a  circumstance  so  calmly  viewed  by  almost 
ever)'body  else  ?  Am  I  a  fcK)l— -a  romantic  Quixote— or  ts 
there  a  constitutional  defect  in  the  American  mind  ?  Were 
it  not  for  yourself  and  a  few  others*  I  amid  adopt  the  reveries 
of  De  Paux  as  substantial  truths,  and  could  sav  with  him 
that  there  is  something  in  our  climate  whi(:h  belittles  every 
animal,  human  or  brute.' 

I  conjure  you,  my  friend,  make  a  vigorous  stand  for  the 
honor  of  your  country!  Rouse  all  the  energies  of  your  mind, 
and  measure  swords  in  the  Senate  with  the  great  slayer  of 
public  faith — the  hackneyed  veteran  in  the  viobtion  of 
public  engagements.  Prevent  him  if  possible  from  triumph- 
ing a  second  time  over  the  prostrate  credit  and  injured 
interests  of  his  country.  Unmask  his  false  and  horrid 
hypotheses.  Display  the  immense  difference  between  an 
able  statesman  and  the  man  of  subtleties.  Root  out  the 
distempered  and  noisome  weed  which  is  attempted  to  be 
planted  in  our  political  garden,  to  choke  and  wither  in  its 
infancy  the  fair  plant  of  public  credit. 

I  disclose  to  you  without  reserve  the  state  of  my  mind.  It 
is  discontented  and  gloomy  in  the  extreme.  I  consider  the 
cause  cif  gfMxl  government  as  having  been  put  to  an  issue  and 
the  verdict  rendered  against  it. 

•  •'  IUfr..!inf»'%  W.irk%''  (J  C  H  I.  T-J  V.  p.  At4 

' "  k^  Vff  Srft  philitoif»hiqur»  tur  U-\  .Kmtrtt  *afift»  ou  mhnmn  iaUrfaMatB  pam 
Srrru  A  I'lUuatx  ck  ropkc  humAioc.  Vt  M.  Ue  P "A  Bcrlitt.  176ft. 
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X,  I  pray  )-ou,  into  the  Senate,  when  the  bilt  comes 
line  which  has  Keen  rejected,  freed  from  embar- 
cbjrtke  bills  of  credit,  bearing  interest  on  the  nominal 
Ptcsi  its  adoption  in  this,  the  most  unexceptionable 
.  and  let  the  yeas  and  nays  witness  the  result. 
AflMXV  ibe  other  reasons  for  this  is  my  wish  that  the  true 
ftimds  of  public  credit  may  be  distinguished  from  its  enemies. 
Tk  ^ocMlon  is  too  great  a  one  to  undergo  a  thorough  exam- 
imiaa  before  the  community,  h  would  pain  me  not  10  be 
aUe  ■>  distinguish.     Adieu.     God  bless  you! 

P.  S- — Do  me  the  favor  to  revise  carefully  the  course  of  the 
Ul  rcsMcnng  the  unsubscribed  debt  and  let  mc  know  the 
yninJin.  1  with  to  be  able  to  judge  more  particularly  of 
A>  Midcr-ptcK  1  iuipcct. 

He  never  hesitated  to  assail  the  corrupt  wherever  they 
wcfl*  ■>  be  found,  to  quickly  ferret  out  abuses  and  to  publicly 
For  this  reason  he  made  numerous  bitter 
3  did  i>ot  hesitate  on  repeated  occasions  to  try  to 
In  a  way  he  was  at  times  taciless,  but  it  cannot 
I  duf  he  rarely  erred  in  judgment.'  The  pawing 
tf  ytan  undoubtedly  has  im-reavrd  the  numU-r  of  his  ad- 
mmtn,  and  has  diminished  the  force  of  &ui'h  faults  as  he  had 
dnoBg  h»  lifetime.  As  to  bis  influence  with  men.  refer- 
tPMOK  any  be  made  to  the  words  of  Oliver.'  who  says: 
"No  nan  whose  object  is  personal  glory  will  sacri^ce  his 
f  Id  his  optiuons.  and  this  was  Hamilion's  constant 
I.     Al  no  peat  crisis  of  his  life  do  we  ever  find  him 

bhatarari  iM«1."MU  B«arTt4i,  ">Kit  aith  ii  thr  pti>lr  ukI  iht  natural 
mm  <4  7*MK  OBliMad  wiUi  *■  aloKal  d'tt*  hrlminit  •imrrmutei'  •/  tii* 
^  «•  dMI  b*  vw  fwd]>  to  fcnrf  Uub  *i>Mhr  •dminivXHbir,  .iiAhrtt.  ibil  lo 
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enKagrd  in  considering  whether  a  certain  course  of  action 
will  or  will  nor  conduce  to  his  personal  aggrandizement. 
He  belonged  to  the  class  of  men  with  whom  the  accom* 
plishment  of  their  objects  is  their  most  powerful  moC]\*e. 
In  the  pursuit  of  renown  he  hardly  rose  abcne  the  average 
of  public  characters,  but  his  desire  for  achievement  was  a 
passion.  *' 

John  Adams  disliked  him  in  his  way  no  less  than  Jefferson 
or  Burr,  and  evcnrually  (|uarrelled  with  nearly  all  the  Fed- 
eralisfs  who  were  friendly  ro  Hamilton.  Some  years  before 
the  powerful  Livingstons  in  his  own  State  had  deserted 
the  Federal  caust*,  being  ambitious  of  more  power  than  was 
accorded  them  by  Hamilton  and  Schuyler,  and  resented  the 
electicm  of  Rufus  King  to  the  Senate,  so  that  at  the  end  but 
a  few  adherents  remained,  among  them  the  doughty  Timothy 
Pickering,  who  up«)n  every  <K'casion  assailed  not  only  Adams 
but  Jefferson,  and  even  after  Hamilton's  death  worked  val- 
iantly to  defend  his  memor}*  against  the  assaults  of  un- 
scrupulous p<ilitical  adversaries.* 

During  Hamilt<»n\  official  career  his  vigorous  methods 
kept  him  constantU  in  hot  water,  but  he  always  emerged  from 
each  particular  trouble,  after  the  discomAture  of  his  ene- 
mies, <|uite  ready  for  a  new  experience.  While  it  is  not  pos- 
sible in  the  limited  space  here  available  to  go  into  these 
various  plots,  two  or  three  well-known  examples  may  be 
referred  to  that  thri»w  light  upon  his  character  and  evidence 
his  preparedness,  for  he  was  not  found  napping,  and  the  ac- 
counts of  his  office  were  in  such  good  condition  and  so  well 
systematized  that  he  never  had  anv  trouble  whatever  in  pro- 
ducinc  dfHumenrs  and  briefs  to  \mdicate  his  gocxi  name  in 
jII  attjils.     In  17SJ,  after  he  had  won  the  test  case  of  Rut- 
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|(n  91.  Wa<ldiRgTon  which  was  the  death  of  the  unfair 
HMf  act.  be  was  most  unpopular. 

Aiier  Jif**  treaty  with  (ircat  Britain  he  was  violently 
•Haded  in  print,  and  as  was  the  custom  in  those  days  replied 
a  a  forceful  icrici  of  letters  signed  Phocion,  to  those  of  one 
Lcdyard  who  wa«  known  as  Mrntor.  The  repudiarion 
pelirr  which  had  been  favored  by  (Jovernor  Clinton  at  one 
lane,  and  which  was  obnoxious  to  Hamilton  and  contacted 
■riifa  kia  ideas  of  jusrice,  was  attacked  by  him  with  a  force 
mA  oamadng  directness  which  enraged  Lcdyard's  ad- 
hmaOL  The  result  was  that  the  members  of  a  club  of 
aMBblr  gentlenicn.  of  which  the  latter  was  the  head, 
4utnuntA  that  Hamilton  was  bc&t  dead  and  out  of  the 
vif,  aad  without  the-  knowledge  of  their  president  gravely 
I  that  they  should  challenge  him  in  turn  (o  fight 
le  one  wai  so  successful  as  to  remove  him.  They, 
.  wvtT  quickly  taken  to  account  by  I^dyard,  who 
r  rrpudiated  this  absurd  plan,  and  taunted  his  associ- 
>■»  because  their  act.  if  carried  out,  would  I>e  an  admission 
Am  thry  wrrc  utuble  to  refute  hlamilton's  i.harge'i.  Upon 
IVD  odKT  occasions  he  was  charged  with  financial  irregulari- 
■n  bf  discharged  treasury'  clerks  who  found  the  cars  of  bis 
I  (sec  p.  54);  in  fact,  it  would  appear  that 
E  tenure  of  office  much  of  his  limc  was  t;i%cn 
auto  upon  his  integrii>'. 
TW  adnixture  of  Scfrtch  ;ind  French  Mo»d  v^hich  flowed 
■  hai  *cinB  was  responsible  for  many  nf  his  striking  traits 
■Jformany  of  his  inconsistencies.  If  it  l>e  a  fault,  his  great 
B  pursuing  objects  which  were  to  Iw  attained  only 
I  ftsk  and  effon  may  be  instanced  and  he  M.metimcs 
1  in  disregard  of  the  caution  that  nnlinanlv  Ix-- 
m  »  1I1C  Scot.  This  nften  implied  that  hi-  did  not  re 
t  w  the  snuUcr  itKthcMls  where  c<mi)lia(i»n  wuuld  base 
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bcrn  much  iK*trcr  than  coercion.  I  Ic  was  not  always  a  diplo- 
mat, and  did  not  |>osscss  the  qualities  of  Burr  or  other 
more  astute  politicians ;  in  fact,  he  was  above  chicanery. 

l*pon  an  early  cnrcasion  his  dislike  for  (lovernor  Clinton, 
which  was  an  outgrowth  of  the  behavior  of  the  latter  at  the 
Poughkeepsie  Convention  and  his  imperious  methods,  led 
to  the  alienation  of  members  of  his  own  party  and  subsequent 
defeat,  and  undoubtedly  the  election  of  Burr  and  Jefferson 
was  largely  brought  alx>ut  by  his  insistence,  and  failure  to 
provide  for  lesser  politicians  who  surrounded  him. 

It  is  not  extraordinary  that  a  |K*rMin  whose  mind  was  so 
constantly  engaged  to  the  [Hnni  of  profound  absorption — for 
what  he  did  was  with  the  exercise  of  all  his  powers — should 
have  his  perifnls  of  absent-mindedness.  We  are  told  by 
Trevelyan  that  "the  New  York  Company  of  Artillery  was  a 
rmKlel  of  discipline;  its  captain  a  mere  boy  with  small,  deli* 
cate,  and  slender  frame  who,  with  anrked  hat  pulled  down 
<in  his  eyes,  and  apparently  lost  in  thought,  marched  behind 
his  cannon,  patting  it  every  now  and  then  as  if  it  were  a 
favorite  horse  or  pet  plaything. "  Possibly  this  was  the  same 
kind  of  abstraction  that  was  later  show*n  and  described  in  a 
letter  written  by  ( teneral  Schuyler  to  his  daughter. 

Philip  Schuyler  to  Eltxahrth  Hamilton 

Albakv,  CKlofttfr  6»  t7ft^ 

Mr  RF LOVED  Kmza:  The  following  anecdote  which  I 
learned  from  Judge  Itenson*  may  amuse.  A  gentleman 
travelling  from  New  York  to  this  place  stopped  at  Kinder- 
hook  and  made  several  turns  in  the  street  passing  to  and 
fro  before  the  store  of  a  Mr.  Rrnlgers.  .Apparently  in  deep 
ointempbtion,  and  his  lips  moving  as  rapidiv  as  if  he  was  in 
conversaticm  with  some  pervm-  he  entered  the  store,  ten- 

■JiK!cr  I^K^'ft  IWn«im 
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Jcml  a  Mty-doUit  bill  to  be  exchanged.  Rodgcrs  refused 
wa  rhiBcr  it,  the  leientleman  retired.  A  person  in  the  store 
aikad  Rodgcn  if  the  bill  was  counterfeited.  He  replied  in 
tW  aegadve.  Why  then  did  you  not  oblige  the  Gentleman  by 
cxdianging  If, — because  said  Rod^TS  the  poor  Gentleman 
ku  kut  his  reason;  but  said  the  other,  he  appeared  perfectly 
■Mitral.  That  may  be  said  Rodgers,  he  probably  has  his 
ImcmI  inamralt,  but  1  have  seen  him  walk  before  my  door  for 
half  as  hour,  sometimes  stopping,  but  always  talking  tn  him- 
«lf.  sad  If  I  had  changed  the  money  and  be  had  lost  It  I 
mffit  have  received  blamc.^I'ray  ask  my  Hamilton  if  he 
caa't  guns  who  the  Gentleman  was.  My  I^ve  to  him,  in 
■hidi  you  partidpate.     Adieu  my  Beloved  Child. 

Ever  yours,  l*H.  ScHuyLKR. 

It  would  appear,  from  Hamilton's  written  productions, 
dtti  what  be  did  was  always  so  thorough  and  i^ystematic. 
Mid  he  was  to  given  to  detail  that  the  activity  of  his  ccre- 
t  have  been  intense  and  his  ]>owcr  of  attention 
ation  quite  out  of  the  ordinary.  He  undoubtedly 
Mcd  that  form  of  nervous  instability  common  to  many 
r  pvbfic  men  and  characterized  by  var)-ing  mooiK,  which 
I  expressed  by  alternating  depression  on  the 
«■*  hamd  and  gavety  on  the  other.  lli«  penrpiion  was 
^■cfc,  and.  despite  the  criticism  of  Mr.  Lodge,  he  possessed 
a  fivdjr  imagination,  and  was  also  deeply  sensitive,  a^  is 
■fcowa  in  many  little  ways  in  his  family  life.  In  bis  leitrts 
m  h«  wife  his  emotional  changes  are  mo^t  eviiUnt,  and 
tm  varying  playfulness  and  gayety  are  at  times  dominant. 
Ht  wrote  to  her  from  Philadelphia,  November,  i*ij8: 

■  very  happy  my  dear  Kli^a,  when  I  can  steal 

1  to  lit  down  and  write  to  vou.     ^'ou  an-  my 

pnitts;    of  that  kind  Mhirh  the  annrnt  philoMtphcrs 

i  a/*ii/i«r;  and  you  krtow  icrv-  well  that  1  am  glad  to  be 

iwy  way  as  familiar  as   [xisMblr   with   yr»u,     I    have 
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formed  a  sweet  project,  of  which  I  will  make  you  my  con- 
fidant when  I  a>me  to  New  ^'ork,  and  in  which  1  rely  that 
you  will  cooperate  with  me  cheerfully. 

^'ou  may  guess  and  guess  and  guess  again 
Vour  guessing  will  be  still  in  vain. 

But  you  will  not  be  the  less  pleased  when  you  come  to  under* 
stand  and  realize  the  scheme. 

Adieu  best  of  wives  and  best  of  mothers 
Heaven  ever  bless  you   Sc  me  in  you. 

A.  H. 

And  again: 

••.After  I  had  sent  my  letter  to  you  to  the  Post  Office  I 
received  yours  of  the  instant.  My  beloved  chides  me  for  not 
having  written  on  my  first  arrival  here.  I  hope  my  letter  by 
Col.  nurr  will  have  rcmo\ed  her  uneasiness  as  it  informed 
her  that  ill  health  and  fatigue  had  lK*en  the  cause  of  my 
oniissit>n.     Indeed,  mv  Bctsev,  vou  need  never  fear  a  want 

m  9  0 

of  anxious  attention  to  you,  for  you  are  now  dearer  than  ever 
to  me.  \'our  happiness  is  the  first  and  sweetest  object  of 
my  \%ishes  and  cares.  How  can  it  Ik*  otherwise?  You  are 
all  that  is  charming  in  my  estimation  and  the  more  I  see  of 
your  sex  the  more  I  lH'C(»ine  convinced  of  the  judiciousness 
«>f  my  ihoice. 

I  hear  your  Heart  read\  to  ask  me,  why  instead  of  writing 
this  I  do  not  ci>me  myself  to  tell  it  you — ^'our  father's 
preinfif  Jturt  must  Ih*  my  excusr  for  reasons  1  shall  explain 
when  we  meet.  Hut  my  departure  \%ill  not  be  postponed 
l>evond  Kridav,  that  is,  the  day  after  tomorrow.  I  go  in  your 
father's  shav  to  Poughkeepsie  and  thence  with  Benson  in  his 
shav  to  New  ^'o^k. 

Mondjv  at  furthest  I  embrare  mv  angel. 

That  Heaven  mav  heap  its  hiessmgs  upon  her  and  the  dear 
pledges  of  t>ur  afiei  tion  is  the  constant  prayer  of  her 

•  ..   ,       ,        -  A.  IKmiiton. 

Wrilmsiiuv  jtternfH»n. 

lo   Mkh     I.IIAMIIIII    IUmIII'»N, 

No    57  Wall  .Street 
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Aad  Mill  another  letter,  illustrating  his  tender  solicitude 

I  was  mide  veiy  happy,  my  beloved  Betsey,  by  the  receipt 
efyoat  letter,  informing  me  that  one  of  mine  had  at  length  got 
ID  Band  aitd  that  your  spirits  were  recovered.  I  had  suffered 
dot  a  lictle  at  the  idea  ihat  I  must  have  appeared  to  you 
I  able  to  imagine  what  cao  have  become  of 


mv  oifecr  lenen.     There  is  ccnainly  some  very  foul  and 
amtMnmuhli  practice,  which  it  will  not  be  my  fault,  if  I  do  not 

I  faid  that  you  would  rmt  stay  longer  at  Albany  than 
/  iay*  which  would  bring  it  to  the  first  of  September. 
Hoar  ddightrd  shall  I  be  to  receive  you  again  to  my  bosom 
aad  ID  embrace  with  you  my  precious  children!  And  yet, 
■■cfc  ai  I  long  for  this  happy  moment,  my  extreme  anxiety 
far  dht  icMoraiion  of  your  health  will  reconcile  me  to  your 
■ayiog  longer  where  you  are  up<jn  condition  that  you  really 
~  Bv*  bcanil  from  11.  and  that  your  own  mind  is  at  rest. 
r  I  Jo  not  belie%e  that  I  nhall  permit  you  to  be  so  long 
eat  from  me  another  time. 
Be  dlcerful,  be  happy  mv  lieloved,  and  if  possible  return 
a*  four  huftband  with  that  sweet  bloom  on  your  looks  which 
€am  nrvrr  fail  to  delight  him. 

Yoy  mtnt  inform  me  beforrhand  when  vou  set  out.  Mv 
MMaOon  b  to  ntcrt  you  at  Kli/aheih  'Innn.  For  I  am  un- 
«Kag  lo  go  through  the  bustle  of  another  \  i^it  to  \cw  York 
w»  turn  inn  my  last. 

TiKnk  of  inc--drcam  of  me — and  luvc  me  my  Itciscy  as  I 
dn  yon. 

Yr».  for  ever.  \.  1Ia-«ilios. 

Am- 21. 

Hmm.  Hamilton. 


I  ai  all  time*  not  a  little  sadness  anJ  sober  semi- 
warn  aHiad  with  concern  ai  to  her  wrlfjrr. 

TW  i^KfaearteJncs*.  which  at  tiiiirv  br  maiiifc^tiil  until 
h>  VMJ  cad  of  his  Ufe  appeared  all  ihc  more  vinkm^  v^hin 
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the  stress  and  strain  under  which  he  labored  are  taken  into 
consideraticm,  and  we  bear  in  mind  that  he  was  constantly 
engaged  with  important  public  matters*  some  of  the  utmost 
seriousness.  Most  men  would  have  been  crushed  by  the 
malignant  assaults  of  enemies  who  never  ceased  to  lay  craps 
and  pitfalls,  but  these  he  easily  avoided  and  laughed  at  be* 
cause  of  his  absolute  consciousness  of  rectitude  and  hti  easy 
conscience. 

There  was  something  almost  feminine  in  Hamilton's  geiv- 
tleness  and  concern  for  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  other 
people.  It  is  a  matter  of  tradition  that  he  endeared  the 
soldiers  of  his  own  company  to  him  by  sharing  their  hard* 
ships,  and  pro\iding  them  with  necessities  out  of  his  own 
almost  empty  pcKket.  With  his  own  children  he  was  ever 
tender,  entering  into  their  sports,  and  forgetting  all  his 
serious  cares  for  the  moment.  When  New  ^'ork  and  Phila* 
delphia  were  crowded  with  refugees  he  would  hunt  up  the 
p<K>rest,  and  direct  his  wife  to  send  food  and  little  delicacies 
for  the  women  and  children.  It  had  been  his  habit  to  travel 
upon  the  Circuit,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  days  with  the 
different  judges.  ( )ne  of  these  was  Chancellor  Kent,  who  told 
a  story  illustrating  Hamilton's  consideration  and  thoughtful* 
ness.*  After  a  disagreeable,  wintry  ride  of  many  miles  they 
reached  a  comfortless  inn.  Kent  had  gone  to  bed  early  after 
a  jolly  evening  which  broke  up  prematurely  as  Kent  was  out 
of  sorts.  The  night  was  cold,  and  the  kindiv  nature  of  Hamil* 
ton  was  e\idently  distur)>ed  by  the  indis|>osirion  of  his  friend. 
On  his  retiring  he  entered  fudge  Kent's  HMim  l>earing  an  ex- 
tra blanket,  which  he  insisrcil  on  rucking  carefullv  alw)ut  the 
recumlH-nr  hgure  saying,  "Sleep  warm,  little  fudge,  and  get 
well.    What  should  we  do  if  anythini;  %h<ujM  happen  to  you  .'" 


fTAfrNr..  y     1 ;.  S     \   .  l  •*■ 
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He  hid  a  love  of  the  fine  arts  and  was  something  nf  a  print 
coDecior  tad  an  amateur  painter,  fur  it  appears  he  advised 
Mn.  Washington  in  regard  to  the  paintings  she  bought;  but 
Iw  pmwe  wai  evidently  too  small  to  gratify  his  own  tastes  in 
dM  dilcction.  Not  only  docs  his  expense  book  contain 
ivMH  showing  the  occasional  modest  purchase  of  a  print,* 
bM  be  left  behind  numerous  wood  and  copper  Unc  en- 
gV**i>iC*  >nd  etchings,  that  to-day  n-outd  be  ver}'  valuable. 
t  4iMiDcdy  remember  a  set  of  Mantcgna's  superb  chiaro- 
iMCWO  of  the  "Triumph  of  C;rsar,"  and  a  particularly  line 
Dam  which  were  in  my  father's  possession;  but  the  others 
have  beet)  scattered  and  can  no  lunger  be  identified. 

He  had  a  rich  voice,  and  rendered  the  songs  of  the  day, 
SMWOg  which  was  "llie  Drum,"  which  he  last  sung  at  a 
■MCling  of  the  Qncinnati,  a  few  days  before  the  duel  with 
BHTt  whicn  nn  I 

Twai  in  the  merry  month  of  May 

When  bees  from  flower  to  flower  di<l  hum, 

Soldicn  through  the  town  marched  gav. 
The  village  flew  to  the  sound  of  the  druni. 

The  cJrrgyttian  sat  in  his  study  within 
Dcirising  new  ways  to  battle  with  sin: 
A  knock  was  heard  at  ihr  parsonage  d'>'>r, 
And  the  Sergeant's  sword  clanged  on  the  floor. 

"We're  going  to  war,  and  when  we  die 

Well  want  a  man  of  (lod  near  by. 

So  bring  your  Bible  and  follow  the  drum. 

Hm iamf^vr  Angelica  often  accompanied  him  upon  the  piano 
«r  haqr.  aod  appears  to  have  been  given  all  the  advjntagi-s 
^»  mmmai  educatioa.' 

ti,  1799.  ix  print*  lA 

*«M  fc«  obM  m4  tfritht.  £0;  1 1 
A|rtl«.>?**-PulioU  V-unc (•""•»'%'.  t«fKtf.li 
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If  ha^  been  saiil  that  Hamilton  was  vain,  (fouvcmcur 
Morris,'  whose  cynicism  and  disposition  to  patronize  his  con- 
temporaries was  notorious,  and  who  was  said  to  he  a  friend 
of  Hamihon*s,  and  helped  others  to  disentangle  his  affairs 
after  his  death  seems  to  have  been  the  only  person  to  think 
him  vain.  At  least  no  other  available  reference  can  be 
found  where  this  criticism  has  been  made*  although  in  a 
vituperative  age  he  undoubtedly  came  in  for  his  share  of 
abuse.  Morris  in  his  Diary  thus  s<)lilfK|ui/es  after  he  had 
been  asked  bv  Mr.  Hammond  to  deliver  the  funeral  oration 
of  his  friend:  **  The  first  |v>int  of  his  biography  is  that  he 
was  a  stranger  of  illegitimate  birth;  some  plan  must  be  con- 
trived to  pass  o\er  this  handsomely.  He  was  indiscreet, 
vain,  and  r»pinionafed,*'  and  mi  he  ccmtinucs,  making  menial 
reser\ati<»ns,  and  danmin^  the  dead  man  with  faint  praise; 
vet  on  the  14th  of  [ulv  he  delivered  a  fulsome  funeral  oration, 
seeming  to  have  g<)tten  cjver  the  struggle  with  himself  as  10 
what  was  "safe"  to  say  and  what  to  omit.  Disregarding  the 
hunuliating  confession  Hamilton  had  made  in  the  Reynolds 
casr,  to  save  his  honor  when  accused  of  peculation*  Morris 
saiil.  **l  iiujsf  not  either  dwell  on  his  domestic  life:  he  has 
long  since  !''M»lishl\  published  the  avowal  of  conjugal  inhdel- 
itv."  After  his  return  fri»m  the  funeral  he  adds:  "I  find  chat 
what  I  have  said  d«Ks  n-tt  answer  the  general  expectation.'* 

While  it  is  true  that  Hamilton  hjtl  very  decided  opinions 
of  his  own.  and  undoubtedly  was  self-reliant  and  enthu- 
siasrivjily  assertivr,  there  i>  not  a  letter  or  published  paper 
«»f  bis  that  mduatt-%  the  existence  of  the  least  vanity  or 
IvusttiilnesN  ir)  tact,  he  never  indulged  m  s<-lf-exploitacion, 
but  as  a  Mill-  subinert'i  il  himsclt.  \s  .m  evidence  of  his 
miKliNtv  riiav  Ih-  instancid  the  anonvmous  letter  he  wrote  to 
R^'lMfT  \I««rflN.  then  a  memlH-r  «if  C'*»ngress  in  1 7 So,  recoin- 

:.|..    f  :  I ''*'-*-^  i^  t«"'jtrTorur  M   'r;*.*'  *.»    11.  (&  4S&.  «*  ««f     New  Yofkl 
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g  1  financial  scheme  that  undoubtedly  led  to  his  being 
e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  If  Morris  wished  to  know 
E  of  the  riews  of  his  unknown  correspondent,  he  was  to 
"James  Montague,  Ksq. — a  lodger  in  the  post  office 
1"  which  would  be  a  safe  channel  for  all  corn- 
It  must  be  admitted  that,  although  he  pre- 
pafnl  a  lar|^  number  of  public  papers  and  wrote  many  of 
Wultinpon'f  letters  in  the  field,  and  had  a  great  deal  to  do 
wkfa  the  preparation  of  the  Farewell  Address  of  the  latter,  he, 
■piM  DO  occasion,  ancmpted  10  profit  by  what  he  did,  or  to 
l^llify  htnucir  in  any  way,  and  it  appears  beyond  question 
■kai  he  alwayi  auumcd  the  position  of  one  who  (oiled  with 
ocfam  for  the  production  of  n  ruintnon  result,  without  ihink- 
inf  of  reward,  cither  in  the  nature  of  approbation  or  mate- 
rial  return.  At  a  time  when  (he  lawlessness  of  the  Fn-nch 
ftcpabbc  had  extended  to  the  United  States,  Hamilton 
«at  cdM  an  ariitocrat;  and  even  l>efore  this  he  had  been 
]  at  by  hii  opponents  at  the  I'oughkcepsic  Convention, 
I  Smith  having  "(hanked  his  God  that  hr  was 
A  great  deal  of  the  dislike  of  decency,  and 
coaKoipt  for  bkxxl  and  brain*  existed,  and  found  vent  in  so- 
tiatauc  tni  tvtn  anarchistic  conflicts  with  good  order.  I'os- 
mUf  wamt  of  this  abu«e  was  due  to  llaniilion's  ad^<>i-.-icy 
•f  aw  obligation  to  another  foreign  pmer.  ami  his  uphill 
wmk  m  making  a  large  numk-r  of  people  live  up  to  their 
tmagy  tritfa  Great  Britain.'  To  Munr  minds  this  meant 
Kiyeci  lor  an  ariitocraiic  country,  and  he  was  s|Kiken  of 
w  •  "Bcimh  ijrnipathizjer";    upon  one   ocraMon  an  nut- 

(  yny  IwUrmit  ukI  InrlnrM.  u  tttt  u  Uipail  aivI  lllt«>-al 

rflwKa,  vbo  uUKhl  l^i  It4<'  kn->an  ■rllrr      r(ain><«u  '•'  ttrm 

"  wri.  IV,  p  4]l)'   "llamJlin  wm  UHhril  ■  itrijtvUr  >  NuwIrT, 

■4lvi,  dWaiteraWd,  bianl.  uut  luawitalilr  to  nil  |ifi' 
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ragrous  story  was  spread  by  a  law)'cr  named  Purdy,  with 
the  evident  connivance  of  CJovemor  George  Clintont  to  the 
effect  that  Hamilton  and  Adams  and  the  King  of  England 
had,  in  179H,  entered  into  negotiations  to  introduce  a  mon- 
archy into  America*  and  that  Canada  was  to  be  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  and  that  Prince  Frederick,  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  titular  Bishop  of  Osnaburg  was  to  be  the  ruler. 
After  Hamilton's  angry  remonstrance  Clinton,  in  a  letter 
written  in  March,  1S04,  disclaimed  any  part  in  the  ridicu* 
lous  charge,  and  Hamilton  replied  as  follows:' 

Alexander  liamilum  /o  George  Clinton, 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yesterday  your  KxceU 
lency's  letter  of  the  6th  inst.  It  is  agreeable  to  me  to  find  in 
it  a  confirmation  of  the  inference  that  you  have  given  no 
countenance  tr>  the  supposition  of  my  agency  or  co-operation 
in  the  project  to  which  the  storv'  of  judge  Purdy  relates;  and 
it  cmly  remains  for  me  to  regret  that  it  is  not  m  your  power 
to  furnish  the  additional  clue,  of  which  I  was  desirous,  to  aid 
me  in  tracing  the  fabrication  to  its  M)urce. 

I  ^hall  not  only  rely  c>n  the  assurance  which  vou  give  me  at 
to  the  future  ccmimunicaticm  of  the  copy  of  the  letter  in 
question,  shiuild  it  hereafter  come  to  your  hands,  but  I  will 
take  the  lit>erty  to  add  a  request,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
make  known  to  me  any  other  circumstances,  if  any  should 
reaih  you,  which  may  stTve  to  throw  light  upcm  the  aflTair.  I 
feel  an  anxietv'  that  it  should  Ih*  thoroughly  sifted,  not  merely 
on  mv  own  account,  but  from  a  convictiiin  that  the  pretended 
existence  of  such  a  project,  long  travelling  aUnit  in  whispers, 
has  had  no  inconsiderable  influence  in  exciting  false  alarms, 
and  unjust  suspicions  to  the  prejudice  of  a  numl>er  of  in- 
disiduals.  e\erv  way  worthv  of  public  i*onhdence,  who  have 
always  faithfully  supported  the  existing  instituti«ms  of  the 
country,  and  who  would  disdain  to  l>c  concerned  in  an  in* 

•     lUr:!.:'.*!*!  W*U  '    J    C    H).  «^4    VI.  p    $6$ 
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with  any  famgn  power,  nr  its  agents,  cither  for  in- 
ing  monarchy,  or  for   nromntine  ur  upholding  any 
«^Kr  icfciciiw  of  government  within  the  United  States. 

Eran  his  friend,  Gouvernrur  Morris,  ignoring;  the  ex- 
titatae  of  The  ftder^m  and  everything  else  that  Mamilton 
had  wncten  and  dune  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  the 
Coaaonnion,  could  not  forhcar  condemning  him,  and  quite 
wmfKtAf.*  "Speaking  of  Genera!  Hamilton,"  he  said,  *' he 
had  litde  ihare  in  forming  the  Constitution,  lie  di>liked 
k,  bebeving  a  Republican  Gu%-crnment  (o  be  radically  de- 
feciiw,  die  British  Constitution  which  I  consider  as  an 
AriMDCracy  in  fact,  though  a  Monarchy  in  name.  General 
I  hated  Republican  (iovcrnmcnt  because  he  cnn- 
I  it  with  Democratic  giivrrnmcnt,  and  he  detested  the 
laaer  became  he  believed  it  must  end  in  despotism  and  be, 
■I  dw  meantime,  destructive  of  public  morals. " 

Mocm't  critidsm.  which  was  and  is  in  accord  with  the 
vital  of  diOK  who  prefer  to  misunderstand,  or  who  arc  un- 
ahfe  B  appreciate  Hamilton's  consistent  and  persistent  efforts 
B  b«3d  np  a  lepublic  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  finds  rcf- 
MMieo  in  this  letter  to  Timothy  Picketing,  in  which  he  said: 

Thia  plan  was  in  my  conception  conformable  with  the  strict 
dhssfT  of  a  £ovemment  purely  republican;  the  essential 
cmcna  of  which  are.  that  the  principal  organs  of  the  execu- 
W9t  aad  k|;islaiive  departments  be  circled  by  the  people,  and 
biid  Adr  oAces  by  a  r/tponnhlr  and  temporary  or  JffeaiibU 


I  WMf  tmljr  then  tay,  that  I  ne\er  pntposed  cither  a  prcs- 
Am.  or  lettafDr.  for  life:   and  thji   I   miihcr  Tttiimmendrd 
!  the  annihilation  (if  the  state  gotrniriirms.   .  .  . 
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These  were  the  genuine  sentiments  of  my  heart  and  upon 
them  I  acted.* 

If  Hamilton  was  called  an  aristocrat  it  was  because  he  was 
intolerant  of  presumptuous  ignorance*  and  possessed  an  in- 
tense contempt  for  anything  that  w*as  low  or  coarse  or 
harmful  to  the  country*  as  a  whole.  It  was  his  warfare  upon 
these  things*  and  his  blunt  dcAancc  of  mob  rule  that  earned 
for  him  this  reputation. 

If  arisUH-racy  he  "the  rule  of  the  best  in  the  land**  his 
effons  were  directed  to  that  end,  and  the  progress  of  history 
has  certainly  made  us  aware  of  the  amtrast  ber^-een  the  staid 
and  respectable  forms  of  government*  and  the  emotional  and 
disreputable  forms,  and  the  triumph  in  the  end  of  the  sta- 
ble kind  of  administration.  It  is  true  that  for  a  long  time 
Jefferson  and  Madison  and  their  party  flourished  by  the 
utilization  i^(  Hamilton's  principles  for  their  guidance  long 
after  his  death,  even  though  they  pretended  to  despise  them. 

Hamilton  certainly  had  respi*ct  for  g<XKl  blood  and  its  be- 
longings, and  his  friends  were  the  well-bred  and  educated 
men  of  the  world,  many  of  whom  came  from  Erancr;  yet  in 
the  true  meaning  of  the  word,  he  was  intensely  demiHrratic,  if 
we  are  to  consider  the  simplicity  of  his  daily  life  and  his  re- 
gard for  the  lowly  and  oppressed,  and  the  readiness  he 
alwa\s  manifested  to  make  friends  with  g^Mnl  men  of  all 
Cf>nditions  and  parties  always  furthering  the  protection  of 
indisidual   rights. 

that  ILimilton  was  ambitious  is  demonstrated  by  every- 
thing he  dill,  yet  it  wjs  not  the  ambition  of  sclhsh  men  nor  the 
kmd  which  led  him  to  sacrifice  others  for  his  own  advance- 
ment .\  |>arj|lel,  for  instance,  may  l>e  drawn  between 
Na[>«»l<Mn,  who  \sas  a  contem|>or4ry,  and  himself,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  former. 
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Em  brook,'  2n  eloquent  New  York  lawyer,  in  a  rare  ap- 
ffccucion  uys: 

"To  turn  up  Hamilton's  temperament,  therefore.  I  would 
ay  that  he  was  nobly  ambitious,  but  wisely  cautious,  some- 
tunes  most  tentative  when  he  was  really  most  assured." 
Wben  Washington  wrote  to  Adams  in  his  behalf  he  said :  "  By 
■oair  he  is  considered  as  an  ambitious  man,  and  therefore  a 
daagcrou*  one;  that  he  is  ambitious  I  shall  readily  grant,  but 
if  B  of  the  laudable  kind  which  prompts  a  man  tu  excti  in 
whairvcr  he  takes  in  hand.  He  is  enterprising — quick  in 
Im  pefCTpciocts — and  his  judgment  intuitively  great."  The 
Wr  (nr  words  have  especial  significance,  when  we  consider 
rim  Himilton'i  citcmies  had  insinuated  to  Adams  that  the 
ambinotu  icugcu  of  the  former  would  minimize  his  influence. 

At  an  early  a^  he  longed  to  distinguish  himself  in  tlu- 
wtiM,  and  hia  familiar  tetter  to  Edward  Stevens,  the  friend 
of  bis  dutdhood,  may,  in  part,  be  reproduced  to  illustrate  his 
csffly  aspirations.     This  was  written  when  he  was  a  buy  about 


dUxanier  Hamilton  to  EJwarJ  Stevens. 

St,  Cioix,  Xtnr  ii,  iftq' 
As  to  what  j'oo  tay  respecting  your  soon  having  the 
"»  of  sccinc  us  alt,  I  wish  for  an  accomplishment  of 
,  pn>vided  they  are  concomitant  with  your  wcl- 
;  not:  though  I  doubt  whether  I  shall  be  pres- 
•■t  or  Dot.  for  to  confess  my  weakness,  Ned.  mv  ambition 
■  pavralcnt,  to  that  I  contemn  the  grovelling  condition  of  a 
dn  m  the  Uke,  to  which  my  fortune  condemns  me,  and 
waM  w3Iin{lv  risk  my  life,  though  not  my  character,  lu  exalt 
■7  Itaiion.  1  am  confident,  Ned,  that  my  youth  excludes 
I  any  bopet  of  immediate  preferment,  nor  do  I  desire 

papa  rvaJ   I™   Htnrj  li   ExuU'iA  M-"  ih* 
Aw$.  It,  IQOt. 
(J.  C  H  ).  wtJ  I.  [i  I. 
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it;  but  I  mean  to  prepare  the  way  for  futurity.  Tm  no 
philosopher,  you  see*  and  may  be  justly  said  to  build  castles 
in  the  air;  mv  folly  makes  me  ashamed,  and  beg  you'll  con- 
ceal it:  Yet,  Neddy,  we  have  seen  such  schemes  successful 
when  the  projector  is  ainstant.  1  shall  conclude  by  saying 
I  wish  there  was  a  war. 

Whatever  his  ambition  may  have  been*  in  later  years  there 

does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  indication  that  he  expected 

political  preferment  or  that  he  was  engaged  in  any  attempt  to 

advance  himself,  and  although  he  had  been  seriously  con* 

sidercd  as  a  successor  to  Washington,  it  is  doubtful  if  he 

would  have  accepted  the  great  office.*  On  the  other  hand, 
it  seems  to  have  been  his  constant  and  only  desire  to  labor 

for  the  welfare  of  his  countr)'  so  long  as  he  could  do  any  good, 
and  to  retire  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  quiet  pursuit  of  a  pas- 
toral  life. 

Like  all  other  public  men,  he  had  been  approached  by 
friends  who  did  not  think  it  amiss  that  he  should  give  them 
information  of  impending  public  transactions  that  might  be 
utilized  for  speculation.  He  undoubtedly  had  his  tempta- 
tions to  help  his  friends,  but  he  ever  resolutely  refused  to  dis- 
close the  operations  of  his  own  department.  Kven  so  cir- 
cumspect a  man  as  Hcnrv'  Lee  wrote  a  letter  to  him,  which 
probably  was  sent  without  any  dishonorable  intentions  what- 
ever, but  was  ill  advised. 


"My  dear  Sir;"  wrote  Lee  in  1789,'  "Your  undenaking  b 
truly  arduous,  but  I  trust  as  you  progress  in  the  work,  diffi- 
cullies  will  vanish.  From  your  situation  you  must  be  able  to 
form  with  some  certaint)'  an  opinion  amcerning  the  domesoc 
debt;   ^ill  it  speedily  rise?     Will  the  interest  accruing  com- 

*  Mr  VA»  rilfrrrd  ihr  rv«ntnAlii«i  V*  r»<»^rrn<ir  t4  tKr  S*atr  *4  Nr«  Y'ck,  and  tM 
a|yp*«ntmrnt  aa  Chirl  JutlMr  *4  iSr  v.j^,fr<r^  ('••urt  «4  i^r  (  rilr^f  MaIcx  biH 
<ftrclinr«n««hiiAWrt      .  Vr  "  lli«iitf^  .4  t^^  KrpuMM."  t-^  J    C   Hamihra  ) 

*  "  llAnuiUj»*A  RrmisiBt  rtk  n.  *  p    i  * 
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•pcde,  or  anything  nearly  as  valuable — what  will 
e  of  the  indents  already  issued  ?  These  queries  are 
lor  my  private  information.  Perhaps  ihcy  may  be 
Er.  I  do  not  think  them  so,  or  I  would  not  propound 
or  dus  you  will  decide,  and  act  accordingly — 
cin  induce  me  to  be  instrumental  in  submitting  my 

loan  impropriety.  .  .  . 

The  anti-reoeral  gentlemen  in  our  own  assembly  do  not 
UmIi  tbr  ameodrocnts  proposed  by  Congress  to  the  consti- 
Mbon.     Youn  always  and  afTeciionatcly, 

"Henrv  Lee. 
**Te  CoL  Alexander  Hamilton. " 

Handma  replied:' 

Mr  DCAR  Frie.10:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  l6th  of 
Novcnfaer.  I  am  ture  you  are  sincere  when  you  say  that  you 
:  tub)ect  me  to  an  impropriety,  nor  do  I  know 
Id  be  any  in  answering  your  queries;  but  you  re- 
r  ibe  uying  «iih  regard  to  Cxsar's  wife.  I  think  the 
ipiril  of  h  applicable  to  every  man  concerned  in  the  ad- 
■iaiHlBlioa  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  With  rr^prct  to 
Aecoaductofsuch  men.  luipiaon  is  ever  eagle-eyed,  and  the 
mam  ianocern  things  may  l>e  misinterpreted.  Be  assured 
W  Ar  ■Section  and  friendship  of  yours. 

A  peat  deal  of  nonsense  has  been  written  about  Mamil- 
■■'t  gaUantry.  and  his  nartK  has  been  quite  unjustitiably 
J  with  thai  of  Madame  Jumcl,  the  widow  of  a  French 
lant,  and  before  this  ihc  widow  of  a  British  <i|hci-r 
B  At  cfoped.  Although  her  home  at  the  upper  part 
«f  Maalunan  Island  was  a  rendezvous  for  the  gav  young 
^■lof  dM  day.  it  docs  not  appear  that  cither  W^^hingtun 
m  HaMHhon.  ai  has  been  alleged,  knew  her  particularly 
wA  CniMBiy  it  is  absurd  to  say  that  Mamilion  h^d  an 
imv  widb  hcTf  a*  has  been  suggested,  and  (his  gossip  may. 
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with  other  contemporary  scandal^  be  disregarded.  She  sub* 
sc()uently  married  Aaron  Burr  when  he  was  an  elderly  man, 
but  the  union  did  not  last,  for  he  misappropriated  her  funds 
and  otherwise  behaved  badly. 

It  is  quite  to  be  supposed  that  Hamilton  with  his  attractive 
equipment  was  like  many  others  of  his  time  so  far  as  his 
moral  la*,  hes  was  concerned,  but  his  tender  devotion  to,  and 
kindly  care  of  his  wife  were  always  evident  in  his  letters  thai 
have  been  preserved. 

With  Angelica  Church  he  kept  up  a  sprightly  corre- 
spondencet  which  bristles  with  badinage,  and  to  many  sug- 
gests the  existence  of  a  more  tender  feeling  than  would  ap- 
pear to  be  ainventional,  but  an  inspection  of  his  whole  life 
and  hers  disproves  this. 

Some  of  her  letters,  of  which  the  following  is  an  example* 
are  written  in  the  flowerv  stvie  of  the  dav: 

Afigfltca  Chunk  to  AUxtittdfr  Hamilton, 

LoNiioK,  (Vi.  s,  17(17. 

You  have  ever)'  right,  my  dear  brother,  to  believe  that  I 
was  \rrv  inattentive  not  to  have  answered  your  letter*  but  1 
could  not  relinquish  the  hopes  that  you  would  be  tempted  to 
ask  the  reasf>n  of  my  silence,  which  would  be  a  certain  means 
of  obtaining  the  sc*c-cmd  letter  when  perhaps  had  I  answered 
the  first,  I  should  have  lost  all  the  tine  things  amtained  in  the 
latter.  I  indeed  mv  dear  Sir,  if  my  path  was  strewed  with  as 
manv  roses  as  vou  hj\e  hlled  your  letter  with  compliments,  I 
should  not  now  bment  my  abs^-nce  from  Amrrtia^  but  even 
l|o[H-  is  wearv  o(  doing  anything  for  so  assiduous  a  votary 
a>  nnsilf.  I  have  so  often  prayed  at  her  shrine  that  I  am 
now  no  longer  heard.  C*hurch's  head  is  full  of  Politics,  he  is 
v»  drsirous  of  making  (»ne  in  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
and  where  I  should  Ih-  happv  to  M-e  him  if  he  possessed  )*our 
tl<N|ueni-r  All  the  graces  \nu  base  Iteen  pleased  to  adorn 
me  with,  fade  Intore  the  gemi«»us  and  i)enevolent  action  of 
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■f  aMcr  10  taking  ihe  orphan  Annl'  under  her  protection. 
I  do  BM  write  hy  this  packet  to  cither  of  my  sisters,  nor  to 
anr  father.  It  is  too  melancholy  an  employment  today,  as 
Caurdi  IS  not  here  to  be  my  consolation;  he  is  gone  to  New 
Market.  You  will  please  to  say  to  them  for  mc  everything 
ym  think  that  the  most  tender  and  affectionate  attachment 
oa  dictate.  Adieu,  my  dear  brothcrl  be  persuaded  that 
Aar  Ktnimenis  are  not  weakened  when  applied  to  you  and 
Am  I  an  \-cfy  sincerely  your  friend,  *    p 

After  the  appearance  of  his  repon  upon  the  finances  which 
was  pmcnted  to  Congress,  January  7,  1 790,  she  wrote: 

Many  thanks  to  my  dear  Brother  for  having  written  tn  his 
bmd  at  a  moincni  when  he  had  the  affairs  of  America  on  his 
■iad;  I  am  impatient  to  hear  in  what  manner  your  liudgei 
hai  becti  rrcrived  and  extremely  anxious  for  your  success. 

I  aomrtifnes  think  you  have  now  forgot  me  and  that  having 
■ca  tiw  is  like  a  dream  which  you  can  scarcely  believe. — 
adiea  I  will  not  write  this  idea  of  being  lo<ii  in  the  tumult  of 
baaiieas  and  ambition  doe»  not  enlitrn  my  spirits — aJifu 
tmya  kntrru*  au  dfisui  de  tout  If  monJe. 

Am  a  time  when  he  thought  it  possible  that  he  might  be 
«■(  m  Europe  to  facilitate  the  acceptance  of  Jay's  ireary,  she 
■  I—  on  August  1 5,  1 79  j : 

Afcroutoohappv  to  think  of  us  ?  Ah  pnn  hrif^on  you  ilo 
■■i  bcoevc  it: — no  1  am  not  too  huppy.  can  I  Ix-  s<>  on  this 
a4c  of  dM  AtUntic?  ask  your  bran,  and  read   my  answer 

My  alcnce  is  caused  by  dispair:  for  do  not  years,  days  and 
mmmtMB  pan  and  still  hnd  me  separated  from  those  I  tuve! 
fm  WW  I  in  America,  would  ambirion  give  an  hour  to  Hetify 
aaJ  to  me.     Can  a  mind  engaged  by  Cilot)'  lasic  of  peace  and 
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You  and  Betsey  in  England.  I  have  no  ideas  for  such 
happiness,  but  when  will  you  come  and  receive  the  tears  of 
joy  and  affection  ? 

Your  devoted  Angeuca. 

jiugusi  15/A,  1793. 

When  Hamilton  became  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  hts 
sister-in-law  wrote  about  him:  ''All  the  members  of  Con* 
gress  have  made  the  first  visit  to  the  (>eneral,  it  is  very  rare 
to  And  a  person  in  political  or  private  life  so  respected  and 
beloved— shall  I  say  by  both  sexes  ? 

'*\Ve  dine  tomorrow  with  Mrs.  Bingham*  and  Viscocme 
lmf>oriame?  Madame  dc  Tilley*  is  quite  a  la  francaise, 
rouge  and  short  petticoats — poor  young  creature  she  has 
been  the  victim  to  a  negligent  education.  I  have  seen 
enough  of  Philadelphia.'* 

The  real  and  only  authenricated  mistake^  which  would 
have  been  the  ruin  of  a  weaker  man»  was  the  affair  with  the 
notorious  Mrs.  Reynolds,  which  was  brought  to  Ught  by  the 
mean  traps  laid  for  him,  principally  by  Monroe. 

For  a  long  time,  as  has  been  said,  persistent  attempts  had 
been  made  when  Hamilton  was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  so 
find  him  guilty  of  peculation  and  misuse  of  the  govemmeM 
funds,  but  each  time  Hamilton  vindicated  himself  and  put 
the  combination  to  rout.  Finally,  Monroe,  Muhlenberg,  and 
Venahles  waited  upon  him  with  supposed  damning  proof  chat 
Hamilton  had  supplied  one  Roiiolds  and  a  confederatr* 
Gingman,  then  in  jail,  with  money  to  speculate  in  the  public 
funds  upon  information  supplied  by  Hamilton,  who  was 
supposed  to  make  use  of  the  knowledge  of  national  afFairs  lie 

*  Wife  *i  WiUtAffl  Hin«hAm  thr  ^Mmkrr.     BinffhAm  wu  a  firlrcstr  u>  Utfold 

•Nfc'irr.tr  '|r    \  a..lr% 

•C.imtrw  .'.f    I..:«.  f.cmrrly  KuA»«-ih  lirrkclrT.  widav  of  LordClB««l. 
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The  precious  pair  were  in  prison,  but  one  of 
I  •abfcqucndy  escaped.  These  confident  confederates, 
I  with  ammunition  supplied  by  the  rascals  who  had 
already  been  turned  out  of  their  positions  and  arrested  at 
the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  were  finally 
ddii^trd  with  the  idea  that  the  daring  Federalist  might  be 
■faom  of  his  power  and  disgraced ;  but  when  he  quietly  made 
hit  tniwcmce  abiolutely  cleat,  two  of  them,  Muhlenberg  and 
VcsaUet.  were  convinced  and  manfully  made  amends  in 
apolo^.  but  Monroe  for  a  long  time  held  out  and  preferred  to 
la^  ht>  original  view  that  Hamilton  was  guilty.  This  led  to 
a  vinilenf  correspondence  and  demands  from  Hamilton  that 
Monfoc  should  retract,  which,  after  much  delay,  he  reluc- 
caady  did.  Even  then  the  question  of  a  duel  was  raised. 
TW  copjr  of  a  challenge  written  by  Monroe,  but  never  sent. 
has  been  preserved. 

It  was  necessary  at  this  time  for  Hamilton  tn  make,  perhaps, 
A*  gRStest  sacrifice  that  can  be  imagined  to  save  his  honor, 
ami  dus  be  did.  He  had  given  mnnt-y  tn  Reynolds,  but  it 
M  in  payment  of  blackmail  imposed  by  that  person  and  his 
wife,  die  former  having  been  a  man  (omplauant  for  a  long 
fmoA.    Oliver  says:' 


11  elected  to  tell  the  whole  story;  to  publi\h  everv 
4oBamKBtt  in  his  possession,  and  to  expound  the  situation, 
Ar  MDCivc*  of  the  panics,  and  the  dangers  to  the  community 
aai  m  psblic  life  arising  out  of  such  methods,  in  that  vchc- 
^HK  SM  copious  manner  which  he  was  famed  for  pursuing 
M  dw  bar.  .  .  . 

"He  exhausted  the  case.  When  he  had  made  an  end 
dMffC  was  nothine  more  to  be  taid.  The  statement  is  without 
M  mcrvaoon,  ana  yet  it  is  never  familiar.  He  shirks  nothing, 
■or  seeks  for  any  shelter  against  the  opinion  of  ihe  world. 
Ha  sale  aim  is  to  set  his  honesty  in  discharge  of  his  public 

*0p  f*.p   (o» 
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duty  bcyoml  attack.  A  sin;;le  departure  from  the  siricte«t 
rule  of  simplicity,  a  sirif^le  disingenuous  excuse  or  sentimental 
()uavcr,  would  have  made  the  statement  odious.  Tempta- 
tions to  an  eternal  loss  of  dignity  lay  on  every  side*  but  he  had 
only  one  concern;  to  clear  his  honour.  No  one  has  yet  been 
bold  enough  to  challenge  the  completeness  of  his  vindication.'* 

The  wonder  is,  how  a  man  of  Hamilton's  refinement  and 
critical  sense  should  ever  have  been  led  into  an  amour  with  a 
coarse  and  illiterate  woman,  apparently  of  a  very  low  class,  and 
this  is  quite  inconceivable  to  most  people.  The  letters  and 
notes  of  Mrs.  Reynolds  to  him  are  monuments  of  vulgarity 
and  bad  spelling,  and  it  is  to  be  wondered  what  he  found  to 
admire  in  such  a  person  that  would  lead  him  to  run  the  risk 
he  did.*  There  cenainly  could  not  have  been  anything  but 
rather  indifferent  physical  attractions.  Such  an  entanglement 
can  only  l>e  understcMxl  bv  those  who  are  familiar  with  the 
sporadic  lapses  upon  the  part  of  other  great  men  who  have 
been  tempted  to  give  way  to  some  such  impulse,  and  for  a 
time  degrade  themselves,  often  to  their  lasting  ruin.  To  the 
psychiatrist  the  matter  is  simple,  for  it  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  those  possessing  the  highest  order  of  intelligence;  pro- 
fessic>n:il  men,  great  statesmen,  and  others;  even  those  teach* 
ing  morals,  manifest  at  times  what  can  be  only  looked  upon 
as  a  s|H*cies  of  irresponsibility  that  accompanies  the  highest 
genius,  and  impulsively  plunge  into  the  underworld  in  obc> 
dience  to  some  strange  prompting  of  their  lower  nature. 

> -f  »».wr\i!i-in%  uf»m  (Vrlain  iJ-nirwnt*  C>*r:tAjf»n)  in  N<*    V    Ir  VI    ctf   Uv 
Hi*t   ',•.<!'•    I  r.\f\  ^\\\f%,  f'.-r.  t*r  \txz  i7«/i.  m  rnhnh  iSr  CKAr|p>  erf  SprruU- 
tx-r.    \£i.'.^t    \.'  tAn  *.ff  lla"...t   n.  l-i*»   SoirrUf*  ^A  iSr  TrrA%ur«,  i%  fullv  nfiihil 
W-'rri  M    H.n.ir'f  '*     i'hilA«if .{  Sia      I'rintni  li«  J.ihn  ^rnnc«,  by  juha 
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Hamiltom's  Itterar)*  activity  iufftnd  no  interruption  from 
the  dmr  he  wrote  his  wcll-ltnown  account  of  the  hurricane 
in  hcs  West  Indian  home  until  his  death.  Not  only  was  it 
hta  keen  pleasure  to  write,  but  his  pen  was  always  at  the 
■rviot  of  others  who  appealed  tu  him,  the  result  being  the 
ptoduciion  of  an  enormous  amount  of  general  correspondence, 
paiibed  and  other  essays,  and  even  wcasional  verse.  I.au- 
■MM»*  in  Drcctnbcr,  1776,  regarding  (leneral  I.ee's  "Infa- 
■nttt  Publication,"  and  the  fitness  of  Hamilton's  answer, 
pbyfolly  wrote  id  the  latter:  "The  ancient  Secretary  is  the 
Itmtnl  of  modem  hisior)-  and  anecdotes,  and  will  give  them 
•B  M  with  candour,  elegance  and  perspicacity.  The  pen  of 
J«MH  is  in  your  hand  and  I  think  you  will,  without  ililfi> 
Oil^*  apow  in  his  defence  letters  and  last  productions,  such 
a  OMK  of  fataehood  and  inconsistency  as  will  huti^fy  the 
L  and  put  him  forever  to  silence."  The  pan  he  played 
t  the  Revolution,  as  the  secretary  and  aidr-dr-camp 
af  Wiihinfliwi.  was  one  rcifuiring  a  great  amount  of  Uunry 
wxfc.  iMdutir*  being  ever  of  an  onenius  kind,  and  hi%  wrii- 
m^  of  At  RKMt  diversified  nature.  The  collection  of  mili- 
ncy  papen  that  remain  and  arc  mnv  at  the  (.'c>ngrr>Mon4l 
Librafy  ahow  that  most  of  Washington's  orders  in  the  tit-Id 
wrre  Urjely  Hamilton's  work,  and  it  is  to  be  presun^d  from 
Adr  BSOire  that  he  had  most  to  do  with  their  preparation. 
'-1Uq>Ji.xi.  WTki"  1;   ('    It      .J    I    pM 
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Ail  of  them  arc  singularly  free  from  correction*  and  are  leg- 
ibly and  carefully  written.  This  power  of  prolific  creation 
seems  to  have  increased  until  his  death*  and  while  his  corre* 
spondencc  was  not  as  voluminous  as  that  of  Jefferson*  who  is 
said  to  have  written  twenty-five  thousand  letters*  Hamilton's 
facility  for  expressing  himself  on  paper  led  him  to  write  upon 
every  occasion*  and  the  newspapers  of  the  day  are  a  veritable 
repositor)'  of  anicles  upon  every  conceivable  political  sub- 
ject. Wonhington  C.  Ford*  in  a  perscmal  letter*  says  in  this 
connection:  "Think  of  the  man  who  writes  himself  hundreds 
of  letters  required  of  him  when  organizing  the  provisional 
army  in  179K!  It  makes  the  modem  General  of  Industry 
seem  insignificant  with  his  small  following  of  typewriters  and 
a  highly  organi/xd  system  of  red  tape.*'  In  the  twelve 
volumes  that  constitute  Ixxige's  works*  most  of  Hamilton's 
imponant  repons*  speeches*  pamphlets*  and  letters  are  re- 
produced, and  the  list  is  by  no  means  complete.  His  com- 
munications upon  Foreign  Relations  were  thirty-three  in 
number*  on  Finance  and  the  National  Bank  thirty-nine*  on 
Commercial  Relations  twenty-seven*  and  on  Manufacturing 
and  the  Whiskey  Reln^llion  seventeen  each.  His  published 
militar)'  letters  numlnT  seventy-six,  his  other  papers  on 
Coinage*  the  Mint*  Taxation,  and  the  Fisheries  seven;  and 
there  are  no  less  than  thiny-rwo  speeches  presented  in  this 
work  alone.  Other  miscellaneous  papers*  relating  to  the 
Jefferson  and  the  .Adams  amtroversy  and  the  Reynolds 
aff'air,  numbered  seventeen.  Of  the  eighty-five  articles  in 
The  FeJtraltst  it  is  l>elieved  that  he  wrote  sixty-three  un- 
aided*  and  three  in  collalxiration  with  .Madison.* 

In  this  collection  we*  therefore,  find  o>er  three  hundred 
and  rv%'ent)*-eight  imponant  pnxluctions  brought  forth  in  a 

l'S(.:^'  Chart  h,  Aiv!  I ir t  «rntr«l  !■»  hini  '■»  MA.'iu.tttfi  ^iniirU. 
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prriod  of  lets  than  thirty  ^'cars.  If  we  are  tu  include  thr 
variom  other  papers  and  Icners  cnntained  in  Hamilton's 
wtirks.  edited  by  hit  ion,  or  reproduced  elsewhere,  the  number 
woold  be  very  great.'  From  time  to  time,  as  in  the  life  and 
OKIcapundeiKe  of  McHenry,  valuable  and  hitherto  unpub- 
fi^Md  lencrt  have  been  unearthed  in  the  last  few  years.  'Ilic 
writcr't  collertion  contains  many  papers  relating  to  both 
pubbr  itkI  legal  matters,  and  that  at  Washington  is  still,  to 
KMiie  degree,  untouched  by  the  historian. 

A«  was  the  custom  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Hamilton 
wrote  under  various  pseudonyms,  and  these  include  the  well- 
kaown  Jamn  Montague,  Phoeian,  Continrntaliit,  Peri- 
dftt  An  Amrriean  Cttn^n,  A  Platn  Honest  Man,  Pacificus, 
TmBj,  So  Jaiobin,  Amtrteanui,  Horatius,  Civis,  7'itui 
iiaiJiuj,  OiifTvrr,  Anti-Drfamer  Catn  and  PuUiur,  the  last 
ksving  been  nude  use  of  in  the  production  of  The  Federalist. 
WtAk  Rufu*  King  he  adopted  Camillus  in  writing  in  defence 
of  Jay's  treaty  with  Great  Britain  and  many  other  matters. 
King  is  said  to  have  written  eight  of  this  series.  The  tirst  Im- 
poftam  cnnununication  of  Hamilton  was  the  well-known  let- 
■er  lo  Robert  Morris  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
aoval  bank,  which  his  modesty  forbade  him  sif^ning.  This 
«■»  m  1780.'  at  the  time  he  was  attached  to  Washington's 
waM,  and  but  twent)'-three  years  of  age,  and  proliahly 
nifltcd  ttte  first  exhibition  of  his  pent-up  de>^ires  to  Identify 
liHKlf  with  national  afTairs.  I'he  history-  of  the  siibscqiji-nt 
nctian  of  Morris,  who  availed  himvelf  of  I[amilton''(  sugges- 
■■M,  is  IDO  well  known  to  need  more  than  passing  refcrem-e, 
hM  he  promptly  suggested  the  latter  for  the  Treasun*. 
I  ID  dits,  as  early  as  1774,  he  wrote  his  remarkable 

ifi-piMi  and 


*  ^4^  ha*  mm/Umi  •otrtj  Ihn*  huwhtil  Irttm.  paprn.  ami 
*«■■■■  mm*  lkn«  *«•  »or  (luulit  m  ui  lUt  <latr-  -ih*  frai  { 
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pamphlrt  entitled  '"'Ilie  Full  Vindication***  which  was  an 
answer  to  the  "Westchester  Farmer."  'ITic  writer  of  the 
latter,  who  was  believed  to  he  Bishop  Samuel  Seabury*  had 
indulged  in  offensive  criticism  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
Upon  the  title-page  of  Hamilton's  paper*  which  was  printed 
by  James  Rivington,  the  printer  and  Inxikseller*  who  in  later 
years  became  one  of  his  clients*  appears  the  motto,  "Veritas 
magna  est  et  prevalebit,*'  and  the  sub-title  "Sophistry  is 
Kxpost'd,  his  C*avils  confuted,  his  Artifice  detected,  and  his 
Wit  is  ridiculed,"  is  appi*nded.  A  reply  to  Hamilton  ap- 
peared later,  and  the  9»econd  answer  prepared  by  him  and 
entitled.  "The  Farmer  Refuted,"  was  still  more  drastic 
and  convincing.'  As  I-cnlge  says:  "These  two  produaions 
in  patriotic  interest  excited  much  attention  were  widely 
read,  and  were  attributed  by  Dr.  Myles  C<ioper,  the  Presi- 
dent of  King's  College,  to  Jay.  Few  suspected  that  they 
would  prove  to  l>e  the  work  of  a  college  boy,  and  all  were 
ama/ed  when  the  true  author  was  known.  'Iliese  two  pam- 
phlets are  the  first  important  efforts  of  Hamilton's  pen. 
'ITiey  are.  however,  little  short  of  wonderful  when  we  re- 
memlnrr  they  are  the  work  of  a  boy  not  yet  eighteen  years 
old."'  He  was  ever  a  contributor  to  the  newspapers  and 
peri<»dicaN,  among  them  the  L'tuteJ  States  Gaiftte^  edited  by 
his  friend  John  Fcnno,  who  had  come  from  Boston.  Even 
before  this  he  had  written  an  article  for  Holt*s  Gaufte  in 
defence  of  the  destruction  of  tea  in  1 774.  According  to 
Hudson,  the  U fitted  States  Gtizette  was  started  in  New  York. 
its  orit:inal  name  In-ing  The  Gtrutte  '*}  the  Vnitei  Slatrt^  and 
it  was  first  issiud  in  New  \'ork,  which  was  then  the  seat  of 
thr  National  ( iovcrnment,  but  afterward  was  transferred  to 
Philaiirlphij  uhen  it  I>ec3tnr  the  capital,  in  I7(>0.  It 
alwj\N  rh(   ofj^jn  of  the  Federalists  and  ne\er  lost  an 
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■ea  Id  attack  the  Jacobins,  as  the  I!)cmocratic  sympathizers 
wiih  the  French  Rcvalutionists  were  called.  For  this  reason 
it  was  oppoied  to  the  Aurnra  and  the  Daily  AdvertiifTy  edited 
hy  WiUiam  Duane  and  Philip  Frcneau,  which  were  the 
otpm  of  Jcffierson  and  his  friends.  Fennn  died  of  yellow 
fewT  in  I7<>8,  and  his  son  George  Ward  P'ennu  succeeded  him, 
oxidiKtuig  the  paper  until  it  ceased  to  exist  in  tSzo.'  These 
papen  conveyed  to  the  Jays,  Kings,  Churches,  and  other 
AaiefficarM  abroad  the  only  information  regarding  the  prog- 
IBM  of  events  in  their  native  country.  Not  only  was  such 
■cwi  debyed  many  months,  on  account  of  the  stow  prog- 
itM  of  packets,  but  all  manner  of  interruptions,  which  arc 
f  in  contrast  to  the  newsgathcring  in  the  twentieth 
',  are  evident  in  the  New  York  newspapers  of  the  day. 
Tbe  ptmci  were  even  often  stopped  to  publish  fresh  material 
ffaac  had  come  by  stage-coach  two  days  later  than  that  printed 
fcf  dkctr  contemporaries. 

Angrbca  Church  wrote  (o  her  sister  from  London,  June 
<*»♦*.  1793: 

Mt  OEAa  Fliza:  I  am  returned  from  our  ambassadors 
wfy  amch  edifyrd  by  reading  Frnno's  paper,  for  it  speaks 
«f  Hijr  Brother,  as  he  deserves,  and  as  I  and  all  who  darf  to 
kaow  hiin  think. 

W*  are  going  to  our  country  house,  Mrs,  Pinckncv' 
dw  week  with  mc,  and  whilst  we  admire  the  taste  and 
DK  of  Great  Britain,  we  shall  stiti  more  regret  ihr 
•Ouuy.  tbe  pleasures,  and  friendships  of  .America.  .Ah  nu' 
Jar  Soaer  after  all,  nothing  repa^s  us  for  a  scpamtion  from 
Amc  w«  have  been  long  attached  to.  Mr  and  Mrs.  Haihr' 
MKMbcai  Mr.  Morris's  Villa,  which  is  n<it  far  from  liown 
fhoB.     I  ahall  visire  her  to  see  it;  but  request  of  her  to  lell 

r  Mary  nankd  Culkn  C    Vrr  rUixk  !n   iKn      Srr  rmlrr»k 
"I'f    ■"'»»» 

m■^t>-^Am  <tf  llrnjuiki  FtuikUn 
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)THJ  what  she  has  scen»  but  as  she  docs  not  like  chit  chat  it 
will  be  difficult  to  prevail  on  her.  They  are  soon  to  return  to 
America.  Why  am  I  not  to  be  of  the  party!  It  is  an  age 
since  we  arrived*  and  if  I  had  not  seen  Mr.  Fenno's  paper 
my  impatience  would  have  been  extreme. 
Adieu  my  dear  Betsy. 

And  again  on  June  5*  1793. 

Mv  dkar:  The  packet  is  arrived*  and  you  are  well*  this  is 
however  not  all  I  wish  to  know;  but  it  is  a  great  pleasure 
yet  relief  to  get  a  letter  from  you;  my  love  to  Alexander  the 
go(xl,  and  the  amiable.  Shall  I  tell  you  a  secret  ?  I  have 
more  and  Inrtter  hopes  within  these  days  than  ever  of  crossing 
the  .Atlantic. 

Philip  Freneau  was  an  exceedingly  cultivated  man,  and  an 
early  American  poet  of  some  ability*  and  the  Daily  Advrr^ 
listr,  which  he  edited*  had  a  long  and  apparently  prosperous 
career.  Freneau  was  born  in  1752*  and  was  graduated  from 
Princeton  in  1771.  It  is  said  that  he  lost  his  life  in  1832  from 
exposure*  having  gone  astray  in  a  bog-meadow  on  returning 
home  from  Freehold,  New  Jersey.  His  attacks  upon  the 
Federalists  were  mild  in  comparison  with  those  that  he  sub- 
sequently published  in  the  \attonal  Gazette.  This  journal 
was  established  October  31,  i79i*  and  was  bitter  in  its  abuse 
of  and  opposition  to  Hamilton  and  the  others.  Freneau  wms 
clever  and  witt)',  and  did  so  much  to  please  Jefferson  that  the 
latter  made  him  a  salaried  interpreter  in  the  State  Depan- 
ment,  which  led  to  much  scandal  at  the  time.  The  new  sheet 
contained  nutnerous  scurrilous  anicles*  some  of  them  attack- 
ing  Hamilton  who  was  then  Secretary*  of  the  Treasury*  and 
in  Fenno's  paper*  over  the  signature  of  "'Ilie  American,  ** 
the  btter  charged  JeFerson  with  the  part  he  had  played  in 
providing  Freneau  with  the  sinews  of  war*  and  extending  to 
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him  hi*  patronage.'  Jefferson's  expUnarion  was  extremely 
boK.  He  acknowledged  that  "he  had  heard  with  picas- 
■f*  of  the  publication  which  promised  to  administer  an 
aabdote  to  the  aristocratical  and  monarchical  doses  lately 
gi«ca  hf  the  unknown  writer  of  the  '  Discourses  on  Davita  * 
aad  wbidi  al*o  would  probably  reproduce,  at  his  request, 
ccftttB  cunctB  from  the  LfyJen  Gmfttf,  concerning  French 
folilici.  Sobacriptions  he  admined  to  have  solicited  from  a 
dnriable  dcsin  10  aid  his  clerk,  whom  he  thought  to  be  a 
naa  of  food  pam.  He  protested  in  the  presence  of  heaven 
du*  be  had  made  no  effort  to  control  the  conduct  or  scnti- 
■MMs  of  die  paper." 

In  PUadelphta.  journalistic  controversies  were  most  dis- 
Ofdcriy.  especially  when  a  cettain  amount  of  public  sym- 
pathy wsf  extettded  to  the  representatives  of  the  French  Re- 
tt is  quhe  conceivable  huw  Hamilton  must  have 
I  iMmuUy  against  the  blackguardly  abuse  of  the  Au- 
I  the  daily  atucks  of  Bachc;  but  although  public 
I  of  the  right  kind  was  finally  aroused,  Hamilton  ap- 
I  to  have,  meanwhile,  kept  silent.  So  incxcuiiable  were 
I  of  the  anti-Fcderalistic  joumaU  that  the  editors 
Lody  in  trouble  with  the  authorities.  Kvcn  when 
>  retired  to  Mount  V'errton  the  abuse  wait  m>  dis- 
gpctfid  dni  a  company  of  veterans  known  as  the  Spring 
1  Butchers,  who  had  fought  directly  under  ihr  latter  in 
t  war,  went  to  the  office  of  the  /furem  and  lcx>ied  and  de- 
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molishrd  the  premises.  On  the  gth  of  May,  1798,  the  in- 
tolerance of  the  sane  public  made  itself  especially  manifest 
in  a  demonstration  of  violence.  l*his  day  had  been  appointed 
as  one  of  fasting  and  prayer,  and  the  attitude  of  those  who 
openly  fraternized  with  the  French  representatives,  and  who 
were  obsessed  with  the  unhealthy  doctrines  of  the  republic, 
could  no  longer  be  tolerated.  Dedaratiofis  were  made 
against  the  ''Jacobins,  philosophers,  freemasons,  and  the 
illuminati,"  and  a  political  riot  marked  the  limit  of  patriot 
endurance.  The  office  of  the  Aurora  was  again  attacked, 
where  Hache  had  intrenched  himself  with  a  number  of  friends, 
who  were  armed  to  the  teeth.  After  doing  what  damage  they 
could,  the  rioters— many  among  them  being  Federalists — 
broke  the  windows  and  plastered  the  statue  of  Franklin* 
who  was  Rache*s  uncle,  with  mud.  .After  Bache's  death, 
from  yellow  fever,  the  paper  was  edited  by  William  Duanc,  a 
still  more  vehement  partisan  of  the  Jacobins.  In  Novem- 
ber, 17(>Q,  Hamilton  was  the  plaintiff  in  a  libel  case  against 
a  New  York  newspaper  called  the  Argus.  In  its  issue  of 
Octoln-r  ^  appears  the  following  excerpt  from  the  Phila- 
delphia publication: 

An  eff«»rt  has  been  recently  made  to  suppress  the  Aurorm^ 
and  Alexander  llamiltcm  was  at  the  l>ottom  of  it.  Mrs. 
Bache  was  ciFered  5^),ooo  down  in  presence  of  several  persom 
in  part  payment,  the  valuation  to  be  left  to  two  impartial 
pers<»ns,  and  the  remainder  paid  immediately  on  giving  up 
the  pajM-r,  but  she  |M>intedly  refused  it,  and  declared  she 
^niilil  ne\er  dishonour  her  husband's  memory,  nor  her 
children's  future  fame  by  such  baseness;  when  she  parted 
with  her  paper  it  should  be  to  Republicans  only.' 

On  Noveml>er  21  Da\id  Frothingham,  the  foreman  of  the 
office,  was  indicted  on  complaint  i»f  (General  Hamilton.  The 
case  was  brought  to  trial  before  Judge  Harrison,  the  recordcf» 
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and  the  ina)-or  of  the  city  of  NVw  York.  Cadwallader 
CoUm  and  Alexander  Hamilton  were  swum.  The  former. 
«Ik>  w>«  auistant  anomey,  testified  that  Frothinjiham  had 
Wcs  csllcd  upon  and  said  he  supposed  he  was  liable,  but 
mm  00  criminality  at  the  letter  was  copied  from  another 
ftfti-  Hamilton  then  testihed  that  he  was  innocent 
<d  iW  conduct  imputed  to  him.  'I'his  testimony  was  ob- 
JBCHd  10  by  Brockholst  Livingston,  the  defendant's  coun- 
tA,  and  the  objection  was  sustained.  Hamilton  was  then 
asked  BO  explain  certain  innuendoes  in  the  indictment  respect' 
labotu,  etc.  'I'his  having  been  done  he  was  in- 
I  a>  to  what  was  generally  understood  by  secret 
asrvioe  noncy.  He  replied  it  meant  money  appropriated 
ij  a  government  generally  for  corrupt  purposes,  and  in  sup* 
pan  of  the  government  which  gave  it.  On  being  asked  if 
ht  nwniiliii  il  the  Aurora  as  hostile  to  the  United  States, 
I  in  the  affirmative.  In  defence  Livingston  tried 
tat  Frochingham  was  not  responsible,  and  that  the 
1  have  been  arrested  instead.  Ogdcn  Hoffman. 
«Im  appeared  for  Hamilton,  replied  that  even  ever)'  journey- 
■■■  was  liable  to  prosecution,  and  Frothingham,  as  fore- 
■Mh  was  especially  so.  The  jury  rcntterrd  a  venlict  of  guilty 
•■A  a  icconiincndation  to  mercy,  and  the  defendant  was  fined 
«■>  iMMdivd  doltart,  and  given  four  months  in  Hriilewcll-' 

Lavr  we  find  Hamilton  constantly  writing  for  the  many 
JBHnals  A»t  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  interest  of 
AcFcdnalist  cause.  There  is  tto  doubt  that  he  worked  in 
oa^Mcnoo  with  William  Cobbett,  whose  caustic  jK-n  made 
r  MM  BDCDnifbruble.  Cobbcn  was  an  Knglish  subject 
b  be  lived  among  those  who  had  juit  gained  their 
■  ever  loj'al  to  the  Flnglish  king      He  hail 
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been  2  private  soldier  in  New  Brunswick*  and  when  he  came 
to  Philadelphia,  supported  himself  by  giving  English  lessons 
to  the  French  emigrh  who  flcKked  from  Santo  Domingo,  and 
by  these  he  earned  from  four  to  five  hundred  pounds  per 
annum.  He  first  took  a  shop  in  Philadelphia*  publishing  a 
number  of  clever  but  stinging  pamphlets,  one  being  an  attack 
upon  Dr.  Priestley,  who  was  driven  out  of  England  in 
June,  1794**  ^"^  another  entitled  "A  Bone  to  Cinaw  for  the 
Democrats.'*  He  also  wrote  "A  Little  Plain  English  and  a 
New  Year's  Clift  to  the  Democrats." 

I'rged  by  Hamilton  he,  from  1794  to  1801,  published  a 
paper  called  the  H'eekly  P^AtUcal  Register^  which  remained 
in  existence  from  17Q4  to  1X00,  when  he  returned  to  England 
by  way  of  New  \'ork,  and  died  there  in  1 83 5.  Under  the 
pseudonym  of  Prtrr  Poriupinr,  he  bitterly  attacked  the 
French  and  their  American  sympathizers,  and  warmly  de* 
fended  Wa^hinpton,  Hamilton,  and  others  of  the  Federal 
party.  His  stay  in  Philadelphia  was  not  entirely  free  from 
turmoil  and  embarrassment,  for  upon  several  occasions  he 
narrowly  escap«*d  personal  violence  from  those  he  had  at* 
tacked.  During  the  yellow  fever  outbreak  he  severely  crici- 
ci/ed  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  who  was  a  popular  idol,  sneering 
at  his  treatment  of  the  plague  by  large  doses  of  mercury 
and  bleeding.  He  went  further,  and  called  Rush  a  San- 
ffiiJ'f^  for  which  oFencc  suit  was  brought  for  libel,  and 
after  n%'o  years  judgment  was  recorded  against  Cobbett  for 
h\e  thfiuvand  dolbrs.  This  was  trK>  much  fc»r  the  joumaU 
%shith  suriumlH'J,  and  its  editor  transferred  his  activities  to 
a  mw  field. 

William  Duane  vied  with  Callender  and   Freneau  in  bit* 
ternevs  c»f  in\ertive,  which  was  directed  against  the 
istrations  <»!'  Washington  and  Adams,  Hamilton  always 

'  Stt   I  JlAJ.     I.   J-J.      .4'j  Ami    \A* 
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Mg  in  for  his  ihair.  Duanc'a  libels  were  so  virulent  that 
W  was  proaecuted  under  the  Sedition  Act.  but  the  suit  was 
wMom^  to  drop.' 

In  Noveinber,  iSoi.  several  prominent  Federalists,  among 
ifaesi  Hamilton.  Troup,  Richard  Varick,  Archibald  Grade, 
SmwwH  Boj-d,  and  Willbm  Woolwy,  csiablished  the  Nrui 
Ytrk  Evening  Pail,  which  has  remainca  in  existence  ever 
MBCK.  They  were  fonunate  enough  to  command  the  ser- 
vices of  William  Coleman,  a  Bostonian  and  a  clever  and  suc- 
CMnfisI  lawyer,  who.  for  a  shon  time,  was  a  partner  o^  Aaron 
Rbtt.  So  close  was  Hamilton's  cnnnccnon  with  the  Prnt 
ikst  pretty  mtich  everything  in  it  relating  to  politics  was  ai- 
dibcd  BO  him,  for  it  mercilessly  attacked  the  JcfTersonians. 
I»  cBlufini  were  filled,  tiotonly  with  signed  letters,  but  un- 
■pM4  cdnoriais  and  communications  covering  every  poHt- 
inl  Mmboo,  and  Coleman  and  Hamilton  were  ever  on 
Ac  OMlook  for  the  tricks  of  the  other  «>ide.  As  illustrat- 
«g  Ac  deliberation  of  their  methods  Hudson  in  his  valu- 
■Uc  worfc  refcn  to  the  delay  l>etwrcn  the  receipt  of 
TImmm  Jefferson's  annual  message  in  Deceml>er,  r8oi,  and 
m  cribcBJ  discussion  five  days  later.  After  it  had  been 
^f^mtA  h  ma  gravely  and  forcibly  torn  to  pieces  in  a  letter 
^|PBrf   ijuiut   Crajtui,   which    was    probably   wrincn    by 

wu  a  pugnacious  and  witty  adversat)*,  and  more 
for  Duaite  or  Cheetham,  both  nf  whom  were 
rivals,  aiul  upon  one  occasion  exprcs!M.-d  himself 
iner  of  ibe  day  as  follows: 

Lie  00,  Dujtie.  lie  for  pay. 

Aod  Cheetham  lie  thou  too. 
More  against  truth  you  cannot  say 

Than  truth  can  say  'gainst  yi>u." 


L 
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This*  or  some  other  galling  squib*  led  to  the  serious  conae* 
quence  of  a  challenge  by  Cheetham*  the  actual  duel,  how* 
ever,  being  averted,  as  both  antagonists  were  arrested  by 
order  of  Judge  Brockholst  Livingston,  but  allowed  to  go 
free  upon  their  promise  to  abandon  the  encounter.  How« 
ever,  within  a  few  days,  a  Captain  Thompson  accused  Cole- 
man of  am'ardice  in  the  Cheetham  matter,  was  challenged 
by  the  latter,  and  a  duel  was  fought  in  Ix)ve  Lane,  which 
is  no^'  Twenty-first  Street,  with  the  result  that  Thompson 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  his  antagonist  returned  to  the 
Evening  Post  office  "and  got  out  the  paper  in  good  style, 
although  half  an  hour  late." 

Coleman  frankly  admitted  the  influence  of  Hamilton  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Post.  Ililliard  ibays  "Jeremiah  Mason 
asked  him  (Coleman)  who  wrote  or  aided  in  the  preparation 
of  cenain  articles;  Coleman  replied  that  he  made  no  secret  of 
the  fact  that  his  paper  was  set  up  under  the  auspices  of  Gen- 
eral Hamilton.  I  then  asked  him, 'Does  he  write  in  your 
paper?*  'Never  a  word.'  *Hnw,  then,  does  he  assist?' 
His  answer  was,  'Wlienever  anything  occurs  on  which  I 
feel  the  want  of  information  I  state  matter  to  him,  some- 
times in  a  note;  he  ap|viints  a  time  when  I  may  sec  him, 
usually  a  late  hour  of  the  evening.  He  always  keeps  him- 
self minutely  informed  on  all  political  matters.  As  toon  as 
I  ^ee  him  he  begins  in  a  deliberate  manner  to  dictate  and 
I  to  note  down  in  shorthand;  when  he  stops,  my  artide  is 
completed.***" 

The  bitterness  of  invective  indulged  in  by  the  rival  jour- 
nals of  both  panics  has  never  been  approached  since.  From 
May,  iHo{,  to  shonly  before  the  duel  with  Burr  the  papers 
were  filled  with  venomous  attacks  upon  ever>'  one,  including 
Hamilton  and  Burr.     In  an  issue  of  the  Porf/o/io,  a  Federal- 

'  liiUiAf'i't   'UU  ai  Jcrrm.Ah  Maxjo."  pp  31.  ly. 


HAMILTON  AS  A  WRITKR   AND  ORATOR     73 

■t  ilMct.  June  5,  1804,  appears  the  following:  "Wanted,  for 
Ae  Arnnra  ■enrioe,  three  fellows  without  ears,  two  with  backs 
^Mfftux  from  the  beadle,  one  traitor,  and  a  couple  of  Deists, 
■oor  Dc«d  apply  but  who  can  come  well  recommended  from 
NcwgiK,  or  their  last  place.  N,  B.  Any  young  imp  of  sc- 
£boa  who  would  ma  ke  a  tolerable  devil  may  have  everything 
tamad  hun  except  his  washing." 

Af^dica  Church**  continued  unvaryifig  interest  in  Ham- 
ivMi'ft  work  is  again  shown  in  a  letter  written  to  her  sister. 

jtttgflica  Church  to  Elizahrlh  Hfmtllon. 

LoNWis,  Apnt  »s,  1788. 

Al  Um  my  dear  Eliza  I  have  the  l>csi  grounded  hopes  that 
wc  shall  pais  the  remainder  of  our  lives  jn  the  same  city,  how 
Many  happy  evenings  have  I  already  past!  from  dwelling  on 
mnr  future  happiness! 

Colonel  Beckwith'  tells  me  that  our  dear  Hamilton  writes 
too  smkIi  and  takes  no  exercise,  and  grows  too  f;it.  1  hate 
bodi  tfac  word  and  the  thing,  and  I  desire  you  will  take  care 
afim  beahh  and  hit  good  liMks,  why  I  shall  find  him  on  my 
tnmm  a  dull,  heavt'  rdlow! 

He  will  be  unable  to  Flirt  a*  Robert  Morris;  pray.  Betsey, 
^akt  him  walk>  and  ride,  anil  l>e  amused,  ^'ou  will  see  by 
wamt  of  Church's  lenrrs  which  have  caused  me  to  shed  the 
mem  ddidous  tears  of  joy  and  gratitude,  that  it  will  not  be 
laM  bcfacc  wc  return  to  America. 

tMfcciw  poor  dear  Hamilton  fiir  me,  it  is  impossible  u> 
kaow  Un.  and  not  to  wish  him  health  and  pleasure,  and 
Am  I  an  really  to  proud  of  his  merit  and  abilities,  that  even 
jmmm  Efita,  miipit  mvy  my  frflingi. 

AAm  nqr  tfear  friends,  be  happy. 

Aad  afBin  Utcr: 

I  an  my  dear  Sister,  extremely  dcli^hied  with  the  hopes  of 
I  happ)',  if  the  f»ew  consiittiiion  is  accedrd  ti> 

h,  In^  tyS;  lo  i;^).  oVn  thrrc  au  lui  Udltih  iniiuur)  m 
4  M  *  tlftamlM  ta(aiJlx 
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ousiy  to  Turgot  and  Condorcct/*  who  commitfcd  suicide  by 
poison  rather  than  go  to  the  guillotine*  he  actually  was  in- 
fluenced* according  to  one  of  his  biographers,  by  John 
Law*  who  was  an  able  but  unscrupulous  financier,  the 
originator  of  the  Mississippi  Bubble,  and  responsible  for 
much  of  the  ruin  of  Erancc  during  the  reign  of  I>ouis 
XIV.  When  he  wrote  of  John  Law  he  was  only  twent)- 
rwo  years  old,  but  he  recognized  him  then  in  a  letter  to 
James  Duanc  as  a  person  of  "more  penetration  than  in* 
tegrity. "  Had  he  seen  the  Dutch  caricatures  of  the  Rue 
Quimquempoix  or  read  Saint  Simon's  memoirs,  it  is  doubt- 
ful if  he  would  have  taken  John  Law  seriously. 

Even  Callender,  one  of  his  bitterest  antagonists,  admitted 
that  "as  a  political  writer  Alexander  Hamilton  holds  the 
same  rank  in  America  that  Hurke  enjoys  in  England.'  ** 
Apart  from  the  intrinsic  merit  of  what  he  wrote  his  literary 
style  was  perfect,  and  did  not  partake  of  the  florid  and  gran- 
diloquent character  of  the  productions  of  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  centur)',  and  in  many  respects  was  quite  his  own. 
It  was  free  from  redundant  verbiage,  exceedingly  direct,  and 
he  never  was  at  a  loss  for  words  to  clothe  his  new  ideas. 
Sumner,  whose  praise  is  sometimes  faint  and  often  patronix- 
ing,  says:  "Hamilton  was  industrious.  He  wrote  in  a  clear 
style  although  prolix.**  In  reference  to  his  work  while  at 
head-quarters  during  the  Revolution  he  says  that  ''he  was 
capable  of  taking  the  (leneral's  orders  and  composing  a 
letter,  to  publish  them  which  would  rank  as  of  very  high  lit- 
erary merit  among  the  writings  of  those  days.** 

Oliver,'  whose  insight  intf>  Hamilton's  character  is  unusual 
for  a  foreigner,  but  is  also  valuable  from  the  intelligence  and 
knowledge  of  men  displayed,  says:   "There  is  in  all  Hamil- 
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ton's  work — writings  and  speeches — the  intense  seriousness 
of  yooth.  The  qualities  that  made  him  a  great  statesman 
and  a  terrible  combauni  were  force,  lucidity,  and  conviction. 
His  confidence  in  himself  and  in  his  ideas  is  amazing,  amount- 
iag  afanoM  to  fanaticism.  If  we  seek  for  a  complete  pre- 
■fTWHlH  of  the  man  in  what  he  wrote  and  spoke  we  shall  not 
bad  it.  He  treats  his  public  ceremoniously  and  with  reserve. 
An  cxcenive  gravity  is  the  rule.  Anger  is  the  only  passion 
wlucli  ■■  permitted  to  appear;  not  a  beam  of  humor,  or  a 
§aA  of  wit.  l*be  whole  procedure  is  stately  and  tense. 
TIm,  alio,  is  in  accordance  with  the  nature  of  youth. "  While 
ta  tome  extent  this  is  true,  and  possibly  Oliver  has  never  had 
•cceu  to  Hamilton's  intimate  correspondence,  there  are  a 
few  lenrrs  in  cxistetKe  that  show  the  lighter  vein  in  which  he 
tndnlgcd.  Among  them  are  the  bree/y  epistles  to  his  wife, 
■D  her  mtcr,  and  to  the  two  or  three  French  officers  with 
whom  be  was  oa  tstimate  terms.  No  better  illii:«tration  of 
dK  occaBoiul  oiercise  of  his  graceful  wit  can  l>c  found  than 
a  Icoer  to  Mim  Kitty  Livingston,  who  seems  to  have  been 
a  rather  light-headed  and  casual  person.  On  one  occasion, 
when  ihc  tought  to  secure  his  aid  to  enable  certain  friends  to 
I  the  lines  when  the  army  was  at  Morristown,  he 


AUutrndfT  Hamilton  (t.  Kiiiy  Livirtgjion. 

I  can  hardly  forgive  an  application  tn  my  humanity  tn 
■iducc  me  to  exert  my  influence  in  an  nff^iir  in  whuh  ladies 
arc  ooiHrmed,  and  especially  when  vnu  arc  uf  the  partv. 
Had  von  appealed  to  my  ftiemUhip  or  to  my  gdlUniry.  it 
•OmU  have  been  irresistible.  I  should  have  thought  mvsrlf 
I  ■»  have  let  prudence  and  policy  at  defiance,  and  even 
t  attacked  wind-mills  in  your  ladyship's  service.     I 
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am  not  sure  but  my  imagination  would  have  gpnt  to  far  at 
to  have  fancied  New  York  an  enchanted  castle — the  three 
ladies  so  many  fair  damsels  ravished  from  their  friends  and 
held  in  captivity  by  the  spells  of  some  wicked  ma^cian — 
General  Clinton,  a  huge  giant,  placed  as  keeper  of  the  gates 
— and  myself,  a  valorous  knightt  destined  to  be  their  cnam- 
pion  and  deliverer. 

But  when,  instead  of  availing  yourself  of  so  much  better 
titles,  vou  appealed  to  the  cold,  general  principle  of  humanicy. 
I  confess  I  felt  myself  mortified,  and  aetermined,  by  way  of 
revenge,  to  mortify  you  in  turn.  I  resolved  to  show  you  chat 
all  the  e|rM|uence  of  your  fine  pen  could  not  tempt  our  Fabiut 
to  do  wrong;  and,  a%oiding  any  representation  of  my  own, 
I  put  your  letter  into  his  hands  and  let  it  speak  for  itself.  I 
knew,  indeed,  this  would  expose  his  resolution  to  a  severer 
trial  than  it  could  experience  in  any  other  way,  and  I  was  not 
without  my  fears  for  the  event,  but  if  it  should  decide  against 
you,  I  anticipated  the  triumph  of  letting  you  see  your  in- 
fluence had  failed.  I  congratulated  myself  on  the  success  of 
my  scheme;  for,  though  there  was  a  harder  struggle  upon  the 
occasion  lK*tween  inclination  and  duty,  than  it  woula  be  for 
his  hom>r  to  tell;  yet  he  at  last  had  the  courage  to  determine 
that,  as  he  a>uld  not  indulge  the  ladies  with  consistency  and 

[propriety,  he  would  mn  run  the  risk  of  being  charged  with  a 
)rea<.h  of  Iwith.  Ihis  he  desired  me  to  tell  you,  though,  to 
be  sure,  it  was  done  in  a  different  manner,  interlaced  %nch 
many  assurances  of  his  great  desire  to  oblige  you,  and  of  his 
regret  that  he  could  not  do  it  in  the  present  case,  with  a  deal 
of  stuff  of  the  same  kind,  which  I  have  too  good  an  opinion 
of  your  understanding  tn  repeat.  I  shall,  therefore,  only  tell 
vou  that  whether  the  (Jovcrnor  and  the  ( General  are  more 
honest  or  more  perverse  than  either  people,  they  have  a  very 
cnld  knack  i»(  thmking  alike;  and  it  happens  in  the  present 
case  that  thcv  iMith  equally  disapprove  the  intercourse  ^xmi 
mrntion.  and  ha\e  taken  pains  to  discourage  it.  I  shall 
have  \<>u  to  make  your  own  reflections  ti|win  this,  with  only 
one  more  obsrrvation,  which  is  thut  the  ladies  for  whom  )xiu 
apply  HoulJ  have  cM-ry  claim  ti>  Ikt  gratified,  were  it  not  that 
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it  would  operate  as  a  bad  precedent.  But,  before  I  con- 
diwie.  it  wdl  be  rtecestary  to  explain  one  point.  This  re- 
fusal supposes  that  the  ladies  mean  only  to  make  a  visit  and 
rmim  to  Nenk'  York.  If  it  should  be  their  intention  to  re- 
nuto  with  us,  the  case  will  be  altered.  There  will  be  no  rule 
a^ftst  their  coming  out,  and  they  will  be  an  acquisition. 
Bal  this  is  subject  10  two  provisos — ist  that  they  are  not 
fasod  guilty  of  treason  or  any  misdemeanor  punishable  by 
Ac  Uw»  of  the  State,  in  which  case  the  General '  can  have  no 
power  ID  protect  them;  and  zdly,  that  the  ladies  on  our  side 
do  not  apprehend  any  inconvenience  from  increasing  their 
number.  Trifling  apart,  there  is  nothing  could  give  me 
pcatrr  f^asure  than  to  have  been  able  to  serve  Miss  Liv< 
WgMDO  simI  her  friends  on  this  occasion,  but  circumstances 
fcaljr  did  not  permit  it.  I  am  persuaded  she  has  too  just 
aa  lTffifTr*n  of  the  General's  politenexs  nut  to  be  convinced 
dot  ne  would  be  happy  to  do  anything  which  his  public 
dufactcr  wotild  justify  in  an  affair  ^o  interesting  to  the 
atntfer  (celinp  of  so  many  ladies.  The  delicacy  of  her  own 
ideal  win  easily  comprehend  the  delicacy  of  his  situation; — 
ikt  knowi  tbe  esteem  of  her  friend. 

A.  Hamilton. 
TTie  General  and  Mrs.  Wai^hington  present  their  com- 
pGinena. 

Hanihoa  was  a  huty  letter  wTiter,  and  many  of  the  prod- 
■ca  of  lus  pen  remain  as  examples  of  the  lost  art  of  a>r- 
Hipnndi  nf f  His  chirography  was  artistic,  graceful,  and 
^mm  duractcristic  of  the  man,  while  his  pithy  and  wrlU 
ncaad  phrases  remind  one  of  the  perfect  Knglish  nf  Addi> 
100.  Hawthorne  thus  commented  ujvin  one  of  his  letters  in 
hit  aaaljrmof  a  book  of  autographs;' 

Wc  titni  anotbrr  leaf,  and  hnd  a  memorial  nf  Hamilton. 
It  »  bat  a  letter  of  introduction,  addressed  to  Ciovcrnor  Jay 
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in  favor  of  Mr.  Davics,  of  Kentucky;  but  it  gives  an  impres- 
sion of  high  breeding  and  courtesy,  as  little  to  be  mistaken 
as  if  we  could  see  the  writer's  manner  and  hear  his  cultivated 
accents,  while  personally  making  one  gentleman  known  to 
another.  Inhere  is  likewise  a  rare  vigor  of  expression  and 
pregnancy  of  meaning,  such  as  only  a  man  of  habitual 
energ)'  of  thought  could  have  conveyed  into  so  commonplace 
a  thing  as  an  introductory  letter. 

His  autograph  is  a  graceful  one,  with  an  easy  and  pia- 
ures<|uc  flourish  lH*neath  the  signature,  symbolical  of  a 
a>urteous  bow  at  the  conclusion  of  the  social  ceremony  so 
admirably  performed. 

Hamilton  might  well  be  the  leader  and  idol  of  the  Fed* 
eralisits;  for  he  was  pre-eminent  in  all  the  high  qualities  that 
characterized  the  great  men  of  that  party,  and  which  should 
make  even  a  I>c*m<K*rat  feci  pnuid  that  his  a>untry  had  pro* 
duced  such  a  noble  old  band  of  aristocrats;  and  he  shared 
all  the  distrust  of  the  |)eopU*,  which  so  inevitably  and  so 
righteously  brought  al)out  their  ruin. 

It  is  almost  superfluous  to  say  that  Hamilton's  greacett 
literarv'  work  was  done  in  writing  the  major  part  of  Tlu 
teJfralist^  and  as  years  have  rolled  by  the  full  credit  has 
been  accorded  him.  "It  has,"  says  one  of  his  biographers, 
"long  since  been  acknowledged  to  be  the  ablest  treatise  on 
our  Constitution  which  has  ever  been  or  is  ever  likely  to  be 
written;  and  no  person  interested  in  such  topics  fails  to 
become  familiar  with  it  or  admire  it.*'  Hamilton's  contri- 
butions were  made  at  a  trying  time,  when  he  was  giving 
himself  IkkIv  and  soul  to  the  formation  for,  and  adoption  of,  a 
Constitution  by  discontented  patriots.  Incidentally  he  went 
hither  and  thither  to  tr\'  his  cases.  These  productions  were 
composed  under  the  most  uncomfortable  circumstances — 
in  the  cabin  of  a  small  Hudson  River  sloop;  by  the  light  of 
a  dim  candle  in  a  country*  inn;  in  fact,  they  wxrr  regarded 
by  their  author  only  as  essays  for  suggestive  and  ooniempo* 


H.\MILTOV  AS  A  WRITER   AND  ORATOR     8i 

nty  use.  That  there  existed  with  Kamiltjn  and  his  associ- 
am  Madbon  and  Jay  tome  degree  of  uncertainty  as  to  how 
far  they  should  go  is  shown  by  the  introduction. 

It  is  said  thai  Hamilton,  with  Jay  and  others,  at  this  very 
nrac  fuppresicd  the  Doctor's  Mob,  which  took  place  on 
April  Ij,  1787.  on  (he  occasion  o(  the  exposure  of  a  part  of 
a  bonun  body  in  one  of  the  windows  of  the  New  V'ork  Hos- 
pual  by  young  medical  students  who  were  engaged  in  dis- 
I  and  this  riot  was  the  culmination  of  great  popular 
I  that  had  been  caused  by  body  snatching.  It  is 
I  bjr  Louing'  thai  Hamilton  had  already  t>ccn  engaged 
oa  Thf  Ftdrraltft.  and  had  written  the  lifth  essay,  but  was 
ID  badly  injured  by  the  rioters  that  he  wa«  laid  up  for  a  long 
period.  Though  some  of  the  Madison  pa^icrs  which  he 
mMtffclillJ  10  Tht  FeJeraliit  were  published  in  the  Nnv 
YmkPmelut  anJ  Daily  AJvrrUirr,  the  bulk  of  them  appeared, 
4 •CBOuljr,  in  the  InJeptaJettt  Journal  and  afterward  in  the 


TW  ImdfpmJrnt  Journal  was  published  by  J.  and  A. 
McLcsn  of  Hanover  Sijuare  who,  in  1788,  collected  the 
essays  and  printed  the  book  as  a  whole. 

Tbe  original  edition  was  in  two  volumes,  sometimes  bound 
■ydwr,  but  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  indicate  the  authorship 
at  At  many  csuys. 

DfeifilB  tbe  csidcnt  importance  of  the  work  11  did  not  at 
first  ha:ve  a  large  sale,  although  publisht-d  At  the  moderate 
pffiot  of  HI  shilttngs;  yet  since  its  apjicaranre  it  has  gor>e 
Atmgll  OBBjr  editions,  has  been  translated  into  many  Ian- 
0Hfl^  and  a  copy  of  the  original  first  edition  within  a  year 
«v  mo  lus  brought  at  auction  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
iMHjddbrs. 

la  das  CDMiection  the  following  letter  from  the  printers. 

**flMrtri  tWdBogkvf  Um  KcTolwicM,"  >ii  1. 1>  jA4-  'Appcndii  E. 
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whfj,  ^ipparrntly.  found  the  venture  amthiiig  but  pra&taUc, 
mav  l^  repr^^uced: 

Sift  'Iht  inc loved  Account  is  my  charf^  (rrr  pnnting  and 
bindmi;  T^.f  trdrral::t.  When  Coll  Hamilton,  or  the  Gct»» 
tletnen  of  th^  Committee  examine  the  Work,  tho*  wJI  ftftd 
the  charjfe  rxceedmi;  W/h.  considering  the  bulk  of  it. 

When  I  (nt:^s;«-d  to  do  the  wf^rk,  it  wat  to  contast  of 
rwentv  NumUr^.  or  at  the  uTm^-^st  nftenr*-five,  which  I 
afrreed  to  print  f"r  thirty  p^iund^*  h*.e  hutidred  copies.  I 
made  mv  calcubtion^  accrirdingly  and  iMued  propoialt, 
caih  Suhvriher  to  pay  ^\x  shillin^^s. 

I  he  Work  imreasrd  from  25  numbers  to  85,  to  that  in* 
itead  of  j^r.  m(;  rhe  \uh*^<  ri^K-r^  one  \'r>!lume  containing  200 
yd*^*-y  fwr  mx  •^liillin^s.  I  uas  oKlii;ed  t(i);i\e  them  fko  voUumcs 
(orit^inins;  upwards  of  ^'y:>  pagf.% 

I  he  money  exfK-nded  for  Printing,  Paper,  Jrnjmrrinan't 
W^i;e\  and  Binding  was  up^ard^  of  tno  hundred  and 
n^enty  Pounds,  of  whiih  sum  I  ha\e  charged  Coll.  Hamilton 
with  144  p<»unds,  whuh  is  nor  three  shillings  per  Vol;  I 
ha'*e  s«-\(ral  hundreil  copies  rt  rnaming  on  hana,  and  esTn 
allowing  rhey  hi  r«'  jII  s<ild  at  the  low  price  I  am  obliged  10 
V  II  rh«-rri  jr.  I  would  n'»r  t  Itjr  tive  |Mfunds  on  the  whole  im- 
prrsMon  However  I  niusr  abide  by  the  con ser|u antes,  nor 
could  I  exfM'it  rhe  ( fi  nrlcnien  wc»uld  make  up  a  l<»%s,  which 
w  js  Kiisrainrd.  in  a  irr«  jt  nuasure,  bv  mv  own  soluntan*  aid. 

I  hv  rnanv  obligjrions.  Sir,  I  lav  under  to  \u\x  and  Coll. 
Hjrnilrnn  will  evir  W  rerm-mlM-red,  and  I  hofie  the  ariKHint 
will  rn«  rr  with  rhe  approlunon  of  that  Honorable  (  tentlemen. 

I  urn.  Sir,  with  the  utmost  rcs|>ect  \our  obliged,  humble 

s«r\jnt  .  \t   t 

Arch.  McLean. 

KmU  rt    I  roup. 

I  hrrr  IS  no  doubt  that  its  influence  in  the  affairs  of  other 
nations  jnd  our  own  has  iK-en  far-reaching  and  of  the  grcacrst 
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importaiKC.  The  Baron  KanrLo,  one  of  the  most  teamed 
and  advancvd  Jsptneie,  who  has  had  much  to  do  with  the 
RsattMiKC  o(  his  ludve  land,  told  me  that  when  the  Japa- 
mtm  CifMdturion  was  framed,  reference  was  frequently 
maAt  to  Tht  FfJrraiistf  which  was  considered  hy  them  ro  be 
iW  pcsKSt  authority  upon  constitutional  subjects  extant. 
It  w»M  of  the  greatest  use  to  those  who  recently  brought 
about  the  uni&cation  of  the  South  African  Colonics,  and  I 
am  m  rccdpi  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Walter  Hcly-Ilutchlnson, 
who  had  ahrayt  had  so  much  to  do  with  the  reconciliation 
of  Boor  aod  Britain.'  Certainly  with  us  to-day.  especially 
■I  dK  Uniied  States  Courts,  it  is  of  valuable  assistance  to 
■■■jr  jarbct.  TSc  opinions  of  competent  critics  are  all  in 
and  Oti\-er  speaks  of  this  book  as  "one  of  the 
I  tcnurkable  of  human  documents.  .  .  .  The  crowning 
leaf  these  papers,  which  were  prcxjuccd  under  great  pres- 
ti  while  the  printer's  boy  was  waiting  in  the  office — 
I  Atf  MKcredcd  in  accomplishing  what  ihcy  set  nut  to 
They  were  the  greatest  forces  that  worked  on 
I  ID  nuke  them  consent  to  the  adoption  of  the 

K  the  aaertion  thai  Hamilton  was  lukcwann  in  rc- 
dnc  niatrunurnt,  Oliver '  vcr>'  properly  sjy<,  -.  "  When 
i  it  he  became  its  champion,  and  afterward  labored 
s  k  and  make  it  possible,  and  to  teach  his  fellow 
vhst  be  really  meant." 

ooatrorcnial  discussion  hat  arisen  as  to  the  au- 
of  the  different  articles  in  this  great  work,  and  this 
I  been  acrimonious.* 

'Of  til ,  p    Ifcj 
1, fat  ta ihM  fro  !>•■«■()'•  Tilitaj«.l'i*hkhC«- 
MMiri  •(■|m*sl.  tmaBM  it  (naiAlard  toAin  m-b  Iratum. 
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Henry  R.  Dawson,  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  exact 
students  of  American  history,  in  his  edition  of  The  Ftiftal^ 
ist  has  presented  the  different  tahles  of  contents,  using  the 
data  in  Hamilton's  own  handwriting  given  to  Kgbcrt  licnson, 
that  given  to  Chancellor  Kent  by  Hamilton,  the  entries  in  the 
copies  of  the  book  left  by  Madison,  which  is  now  in  the  Con* 
gressional  Librar}',  and  strangely  enough  bears  the  auto- 
graph of  Mrs.  Hamilton  as  well  as  that  of  Madison,  and  a 
list  by  Rush.  He  also  had  access  to  Kent's  manuscript 
notes  and  Mr.  lav's  "RecolU-ctiims."  'Iliere  seems  to  be  no 
dispute  alKuit  the  authorship  of  the  first  sixteen  articles*  but 
as  to  the  others,  there  is  some  difference  of  opinion.  As  to 
these,  the  eighteenth,  nineteenth,  and  twentieth  arc  claimed 
by  .Madison  to  Ih*  entirely  his  own,  while  joint  authorship  was 
asserted  on  all  (Kcasicins  by  Hamilton,  and  this  claim  was 
held  by  .Ames,  who  knt-w  much  alxuit  the  preparation  of  the 
b<K)k.  .'Ml  agree  that  the  articles  from  twenty  to  thirty-seven, 
and  from  tiftv-four  to  nuhty-five  inclusive,  were  from  Hamil- 
ton's pen.  Much  unnecessary  speculation  has  been  indulged 
in  as  to  \%hat  part  Hamilton  tc¥>k  in  the  preparation  of  Wash- 
ington's Farewell  Address,*  and  as  to  the  qualifications  of  the 
two  men.  N»me  of  the  many  who  have  discussed  the  matter 
ha\c  declared  that  it  was  wholly  Hamilton's  work,  while 
others,  amimg  them  John  Jay,  who  were  equally  positive, 
ha\e  insisted  that  no  other  hand  than  that  of  the  first  Presi- 
dent could   ha\e  composc-d  it.     Jay.  in  writing  to  Judge 


u;*  ".  •**■  jar!  •  f  T-'*.n  Jiv.  iV  f*ir.'!«.'r.  •  f  ■  tv    A  :  V  .irnir*.'  t>'nfri(Ril.v«       |l 
M.'      -.    ]'•?••>."..<'•*-.      '  K' '-V    An'    V  i^*\       .'■»•■    Ti.  iTvlrr   til   iHvk^'i 

ir.trfv.*^*     *w    •_»,:■••    I    •  irl   I  i*».  r  Ma-*'^...  Ir^if-^Ari    i-    '.Hii         "In  t ifivrri*. 
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Ridurd  Peters  early  in  181 1.  taken  this  position.  Richard 
Ptecm  wrofc  to  ]ay  in  February.  181 1,  stating  that  a  copy 
of  die  Farewell  Address  in  Hamilton's  handwriting  had  been 
fcMoid  among  the  tatter's  papers,  and  that  another  copy  had 
bem  found  in  the  possession  of  "a  certain  f^cnilcman"  in  the 
:  handwriting.  To  this  jay  replied,  that  "this  intelU- 
r  is  unplcatani  and  unexpected,"  and  went  on  to  say 
tf  may  be  presumed  from  these  facts  that  General 
I  was  the  real  and  the  President  only  the  reputed 
This  he  doubts,  for  the  reason  that  Washington 
"a  duracter  rwt  blown  up  into  transient  splendour  by 
iHflfreat  and  memorable  deeds,  but  stands,  and  will  forever 
matkd,  a  ^rious  monument  of  human  excellence."  He 
Acs  proceeds  to  argue  further  that  "it  was  imt>ossiblc  for  the 
ISoidcott  because  of  his  very  greatness  and  the  excellence 
«f  alhiivimiesarKl  his  familiarity  with  all  the  public  afTairx. 
■  be  aMjrdung  ebe  than  the  author  of  the  document.  But 
bii  afafliljr  10  write  well  need  not  be  proved  by  the  appljca- 
lida  of  naxims  (which  he  quotes);  it  is  established  by  facts. 
Wears  idU  to  judge  a  tree  by  its  fruit;  let  us,  in  like  manner, 
ffi^  of  hts  pen  by  its  performance."  After  this  he  proceeds 
•B  fnK  dw  history  as  it  was  knimn  tn  him.  to  wit:  Some 
war  bdcm  the  address  appeared  Colonel  Hamilton  told  Jay 
br  bad  Rcetved  a  letter  from  Washington,  with  a  draft  of  a 
I  addreu  which  the  latter  had  prepared,  and  on  which 
I  tt^/mnd  an  opinion.  .\n  appointment  was  made  and 
t,  ami  Hamilton  told  Jay  that  he  had  read  the  address. 
1  dw  "eaacsf  iikI  best"  way  was  tt*  leave  the  draft  un- 
I  and  in  its  fair  state,  and  to  write  the  whole  over 
I  anefwlments,  alterations,  and  corrections  as  be 
■etc  admable,  and  that  he  had  done  so.  It  was 
and  agreed  to  by  both  and  met  with  "mutual  ap- 
■"     There  was  one   proviuun   (hat  did    not  meet 
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with  Jay*i  approval,  and  he  hints  at  it  in  a  letter  to  the 
President.'     Binney*  has  reviewed  the  whole  matter  of  the 

authorship,  and  Ford'  has  published  nearly  all  the  corre- 
spondence. James  A.  Hamilton  has  produced  copies  of  let- 
ters from  Washington  to  Hamilton,  and  vice  vrrsa^  which 
cenainly  prove  that  the  major  part  of  the  final  adopted  ad- 
dress was  the  work  of  Hamilton.  Oliver^  who,  it  must  be 
admitted,  is  a  capable,  historical  scholar,  goes  so  far  as  to 
say,  "In  September,  1796,  Washington  issued  his  Farewell 
Address,  one  of  the  most  famous  documents  in  American 
histor)',  and  this  also  was  from  Hamilton's  pen.*'  Binney 
says  Washington  was  undoubtedly  the  original  designer  of 
the  Farewell  Address.  l*he  fundamental  thought  and  prin- 
ciples were  his,  but  he  was  not  the  composer  or  writer  of 
the  paper. 

It  will  be  seen  that  many  of  these  conclusions  were  hoc 
based  upon  facts  but  impressions,  and  the  actual  conversa- 
tion between  Hamilton  and  Washington  certainly  favors  the 
assumption  that  Hamilton's  part  was  the  chief  one,  even  if 
documentary  evidence  of  another  kind  is  lacking.  After  his 
father's  death,  James  A.  Hamilton  diligently  sought  con- 
firmation from  those  who  had  known  him,  and  were  con- 
versant with  the  circumstances. 

(leorge  Cabot,  of  Boston,  wrote  to  the  latter:  "When  that 
address  was  published,  it  was  understood  among  your  father's 
friends  that  it  was  written  by  him.  It  was,  however,  con- 
sidered important  that  it  should  have  the  influence  of  Wash- 
ington's name  and  character,  and  I  must  advise  that  until 

'•'TV  Ur  td  J<ihn  Jit.  with  ^srkrtinn*  frwn  l!i«  drrr^poftitrnfc.**  fir.  bf 
hit  «i<i,  WiIJiAffl  Ja«.  Nrw  Vi«k.  iSn.  %ti|  |I.  p   \\et      AU* "  Inquiry  iaio  U»  F«v- 

•  P»r  I.ifr  .i  H  **.r  ll.nnr*.  •  »..  (*    (*    Hnnrt.  }»    iP;     I  ji   i    rhllnlllfA^ 

•  -    rv  ^  nung^  >d  i  '»r^*K^  Wa^hinr-   n.     *.%  \\    C   Kurd      lnitlMBi\  .Sr»  Yort« 
»tiJ    Mil.  pl»    1-^..   Iv.».  IV4.  *'«.  ^4.  i'v 
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h  has  ccaied  to  do  lu  work*  the  question  of  the  authorship 
•faottU  noc  be  dUcufiicd." 

WiUuRi  Coleman,  the  editor  of  the  Nru>  Tork  Evening 
Post,  In  a  IctKr  to  the  tame  person  written  October  21,  1824, 
sajn: 

"Colonel  Troup  told  me  that  on  cnicrin|{  your  father's 
ofice  one  mocning  he  found  him  earnestly  engaged  in  prc- 
pirif^  a  compotitton  which  he  told  mc  was  ihc  Farewell 
Address;  that  it  wai  nearly  finished;  that  he  actually  rraJ 
the  USS.  or  htarJ  it  read,  and  thai  it  was  the  original  of  what 
atferward  appeared  in  print  under  the  name  of 'Washing- 
■■!*■  Farewell  Address.*" 

Sotae  extracts  from  letters  that  passed  between  Washing- 
Wm  anil  Hamilton,  and  collected  by  James  A.  Hamilton, 
mmf  be  reproduced.  These,  after  Ilaniiltun's  death,  re- 
J  in  poocssion  of  Rufus  King,  and  came  into  my  uncle's 
anly  after  the  threat  of  a  lawsuit.  Why  they  should 
!■«•  bwa  withheld  can  only  be  accounted  fur  by  ihc  sup- 
poaDOO  iftiaf  it  had  been  determined  by  a  coterie  of  friends 
■B  ^*«  Washington  the  full  credit  for  the  address.  'I'hcy 
■■— ■■■^  ihow  that  there  was  ndUlKtration  at  least,  and  prob- 
aMf  Au  much  of  the  original  material,  and  many  of  the 
■fpMioos,  ori^tuted  with   Ha  mi  lion  ' 

Hmilibon  to  If'aihington,  July  30.  1 796' 

I  Inve  the  pleasure  to  send  you  a  certain  draft  which  I 
h>*>  mmit  ai  perfect  as  my  nme  and  cnga^meni  would 
pmmit.  If  has  been  mv  object  tn  render  thi<k  act  impor- 
aarif  and  lastingly  useful,  and  avoiding  all  cause  of  prrsent 
I  «o  embrace  such  refleaiuns  and  sentiments  as  will 


•Ml  i«iO. 

•M»tf*^sh»SfpWta  Pte4>*  WMki^loa-t  tnlm. 
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wear  well,  progress  in  approbation  with  time»  and  redound 
to  future  reputation.  I  low  far  I  have  succeeded  you  will 
judge.  If  you  should  intend  to  take  the  draft  tiow  sent,  and 
after  perusing,  and  noting  anything  you  wish  changed,  send 
it  to  me,  I  will  with  pleasure  shape  it  as  you  desire.  This 
may  also  put  it  in  my  power  to  improve  the  expression,  and 
perhaps  in  some  instances  condemn. 

Washington  to  Hamilton^  August  10^  1 796 

The  principal  design  of  this  letter,  is  to  inform  you  that 
your  favor  of  the  30th  ult,  with  its  enclosure,  came  safely  to 
hand  by  the  last  post,  and  that  the  latter  shall  have  the  most 
attentive  consideration  I  am  able  to  give  it.  A  cursory 
reading  it  has  had,  and  the  sentiments  therein  contaitied  are 
exceedingly  just  and  such  as  ought  to  be  inculcated. 

Washington  to  Hamilton^  August  26,  1 796 

I  have  given  the  paper  herein  encU)sed,  several  serious 
and  attentive  readings,  and  prefer  it  greatly  to  the  other 
drafts,  [his  own  included]  bemg  more  copious  on  material 
points,  more  dignified  cm  the  whole,  and  with  less  egotism; 
of  course  less  exposed  tf>  criticism,  and  better  calculated  to 
tneet  the  eye  of  discerning  readers,  and  foreigners  particu- 
larlv,  whose  curicjsitv  I  have  rK>  doubt  will  lead  them  to  in- 
spect  it  attentively,  and  to  pronounce  their  opinions  on  the 
performance. 

Washington  to  Hamilton^  Stptemker  I,  1 796 

About  the  middle  of  last  week  I  wrote  to  vou,  and  that  it 
might  escape  the  eye  of  the  inquisitive,  (ior  sotne  of  my 
letters  have  lately  been  pried  into),  I  took  the  liberty  of  put* 
ting  it  under  cover  to  .Mr.  Jay.  Since  then  revolving  over 
the  paper  that  was  enclosed  therein  on  the  various  matfrrs  it 
contained,  and  on  the  just  expression  of  the  advice  or  recom- 
mendation which  was  given  in  it,  I  have  regretted  that 
another  subject,  (which  in  my  estimation  is  of  interesting  ctm- 
crrn  to  the  well  being  of  the  country)  was  not  touched  upon 
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10.     I  mean  EJutation  generally  as  one  of  the  surest  means 

enliehtening  and  givine  just  ways  of  thinking  to  our 

but  particularly  the  establishment  of  a  Universii)-. 

Hamilton's  Reply 
The  idea  of  the  University  is  one  of  those  which  I  think 
vil  be  mon  properly  reserved  for  your  speech  at  the  open- 
i^gof  the  wnioa. 

Washinpon  to  Hamillan,  Septtmber  6.  1796 

If  you  think  the  idea  of  a  Universitj-  had  better  be  reser\ed 
foe  a  UKech  at  the  opening  of  the  session.  I  am  content  to 
Jefer  the  omununication  of  ii  until  thai  period,  but  even  in 
tkat  tmit  I  touiJ  pray  you  as  soon  as  (omitmetit  to  make  a 
4nfi  for  the  occasion. 

Washington  to  Hamilton 

The  draff  now  sent  comprehends  the  mnst  if  not  all  these 
■unm,  u  better  expressed,  and  I  am  persuaded  goes  as  far 
m  n  ought  with  respect  to  any  personal  mention  of  myself. 

I  ihould  havx  seen  no  occasion  myself  for  its  undergoing 
a  iwiaon,  but  at  your  letter  of  the  joth  ult.,  which  ac- 
1  it.  intimates  a  wish  to  du  this,  and  knowing  that 
■  be  fiKxe  correctly  done  after  a  writing  has  b<-cn  out  of 
V^ht  far  locne  time  than  while  it  is  in  the  h;ind\  of  ItK  author, 
I  wmd  it  in  conformiiy  thereto.  .  .  .  If  change  or  alteration 
takes  place  in  the  draft  let  them  be  so  clearly  iniertined, 
vrsMd.  or  referred  to  in  the  margin,  that  no  misuke  may 
be  oude  in  copying  it  for  the  press. 

To  what  editor  in  ihn  ciiy  do  you  think  it  had  best  be  wnt 
Car  pobbcation  i  Will  it  be  proper  to  accompany  ii  with  a 
■Pie  m  lum  expressing  ...  or  if  you  think  the  first  mn 
dinble  let  me  ask  you  to  sketch  such  a  note  as  you  may 
fm^  applicabk  to  the  occasion.' 

■  Ate  fm  HaaitoB'*  diWI  ^  Ihr  Farpnl]  A-ldfn*  la  r<inl'*  "  Wriilafi  cf  Crrtfe 
-  *pL   XIII,  ^   m  uhI  Ihr  nmiibtnl   MS    HiUtr^  ut  tbr   St-m 
B  Uv  pnMn  br  thr  Utr  Jtinn  LcBu 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Hamilton  made  a  great  misuke 
when  he  wrote  his  letter  censuring  John  Adams.  Not  only 
was  the  aa  a  foolish  one»  but  it  can  hardly  be  realized  how  a 
man  possessing,  ordinarily,  such  good  judgment  could  make 
what  was  almost  a  hysterical  attack  upon  another  public 
character,  no  matter  how  great  the  provocation.  The  pam- 
phlet appeared  in  1800,  and  created  great  excitement  among 
his  brother  Federalists  who,  upon  iu  appearance,  quickly 
advised  him  to  suppress  it.  This  he  tried  to  do,  but  BufTt 
securing  a  copy,  immediately  flooded  the  market  with  others 
bearing  upon  the  title-page  "  Re-printed  Pn>*BofM>-Public.'* 
It  was  an  abusive  atuck  upon  Adams,  which  was  uctlew  ta 
the  extreme,  and  gave  his  enemies  an  opportunity  to  mi* 
mercifully  gore  him.  The  inconsistency  of  abusing  Adanit» 
and  then,  in  a  half-hearted  way,  advising  the  Federalists  to 
vote  for  him,  was  a  glaring  political  error,  and  can  only  be 
explained  by  a  state  of  mind  largely  induced  by  his  own 
private  sorrows,  and  the  growing  desperation  which  was  the 
outgrowth,  not  only  of  the  dissensions  in  his  own  party,  but 
a  gain  in  the  strength  of  the  anti-Federalists,  whose  arrows 
were,  anew,  dipped  in  venom.  The  most  irritating  of  hit 
critics  were  Callcndar  and  Cheetham.  In  an  ** answer** 
from  the  latter  it  is  suggested  to  Hamilton  that  his  dislike  of 
Adams  arose  from  the  fact  that  he  had  not  been  appointed 
Commander-in-Chief.  "'  Have  you  dreamt,**  said  Callendar, 
"'that  you  posscsMrd  the  martial  qualities  of  a  Frederick  and  a 
Marlborough,  a  Turennc  and  a  martial  Saxe  ?  Let  the  hour 
of  vigilance  inform  you,  that  )'our  imagination  must  have 
been  intoxicated  by  the  most  delirious  vanity.**  Thb  was 
especially  unjust  and  untruthful,  as  Washingti>n*s  only  in- 
sistence in  rvor^ani/ing  the  army  was  that  Hamilton  should 
be  &cni<»r  of  the  three  major-generals,  though  Adams  ob- 
jeaed.     Hamilton    never    aspired    to    be    Commander-ill* 
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dttcf,  ind  there  is  nothing  on  record  to  even  support  this 
dsim.  Even  ifter  Hamilton's  death  the  attacks  upon  him 
dad  not  cease,  and  within  three  months  after  the  fateful 
I  of  July  tome  doggerel  verse  called  the  "Hamik 
wu  published,  which  viciously  ridiculed  him  as  well 
w  lut  friends. 

The  tendency  to  versification  so  general  in  the  eighteenth 
ccmury  was  shared  by  Hamilton,  a  few  uf  whose  fragmmtary 
pradiicxioos  remain.  One  of  these  possesses  a  certain  in- 
■fcai  ftom  the  fact  that  he  was  but  fifteen  years  old  when  the 
WMl  were  written.  It  appears  that  he  sat  up  with  the  young 
daU  of  his  fricttd  and  adviser,  Elias  Boudinoi,  during  its 
&ttl  BnCMt  >nd  after  its  death  prepared  the  following  for  the 
•aciDviog  roother.  Only  as  an  example  of  a  precocious 
~        1  arc  they  presented. 

Foe  the  sweet  babe,  my  doating  hcan 
Did  all  a  Mother's  fondness  feel; 
Carcfull  to  act  each  lender  pan 
And  guard  from  every  thrratt-ning  ill. 

But  what  a  loss  availed  my  care  ? 
The  unrelenting  hand  of  death. 
Regardless  of  a  parent's  prayr 
Has  stopped  my  lovely  Infant'^  breath. 

With  rapture  number  o'er  thy  charms 
While  on  thy  harmless  sports  intent 

Or  priding  in  my  happy  arms. 

No  more  thyself  Important  tale 
Some  embryo  meaning  shall  convey 
Wbtbt,  should  th'  impetfca  accents  fail 
Thy  speaking  looks  would  still  d'plav. 
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Thou*n  gone,  forever  gone — yet  where; 
Oh!   pleasing  thought;  to  endless  bliss. 
Then  why  Indulge  the  rising  tear 
Cans't  thou*  fond  hearty  lament  for  this  ? 

Little  babe  thou  enteredst  the  world  weeping  while 
all  around  you  smiled;  continue  so  to  live,  that 
you  may  depan  in  smiles  while  all  around  you 
weep. 

His  interest  in  educational  institutions  is  well  known,  and 
in  1792,  with  others,  he  founded  an  Indian  school  at  Oneida, 
and  his  name  headed  the  list  of  trustees.  This  has  since 
become  Hamilton  College.  His  public  services  were  ap- 
preciated by  many  universities  which  have  since  become 
famous.  As  early  as  1788  Columbia  College,  empowered 
by  act  of  Legislature,  made  him  a  Doctor  of  Law,  while  the 
same  honor  was  conferred  by  Dartmouth  in  1790.  In  the 
archives  of  this  college  is  an  autograph  letter  written  fron 
Philadelphia  and  dated  January  18,  1791,  sending  thanks 
to  Dr.  Wlieelock,  then  the  president,  for  this  compliment. 
In  1791  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  now  Princeton,  gave  him 
this  degree,  and  in  1792  both  Hanard  and  Brown  Universe 
ties  followed  the  example  of  the  other  institutions.  In  lepljr 
to  the  president,  the  Reverend  Joseph  Willard,  of  Har%-ard, 
Hamilton  wrote  from  Philadelphia,  September  6, 1792:  ''The 
honour  which  has  been  done  me  by  the  Overseers  of  the 
antient  and  justly  celebrated  institution,  over  which  you  pse- 
side,  is  appreciated  by  me,  as  it  merits,  and  receives  my  mocc 
cordial  acknowledgement.  Among  the  many  painful  cir- 
cumstances,  that  surround  a  station  like  mine — this  flattering 
mark  of  the  esteem  of  a  body — so  respeaabie — is  a  aource 
l>o(h  of  satisfaction  and  consolation.'*  At  a  meeting  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society,  the  oldest  scientific  body  10 
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Ammca,  held  Januar)-  21.  1791.  "The  U.  S.  Secretary  JSc 
Tneamrer,  Alexander  lUmilion,  was  elected  a  member  of 
dM>  Society."  At  the  same  meeting  Attorney-General  Ran- 
Alexandcr  Addiion,  Alben  Gallatin,  and  others 
;  members. 

At  a  meeting  held  April  4,  1800,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Collier  made 
a  mamment  of  the  sums  received  by  him  to  aid  Michaux's 
ptojecied  expedition.  That  he  had  received  April  13,  1793, 
a  Jomtion  of  512.50  from  Alexander  Hamilton,  George 
Washinpun  £25,  Roben  Morris  $20.  Thomas  Jefferson 
f  12.50,  etc." 

Am  a  public  speaker  Hamilton  was  regarded  by  all  his 
aaMBMporarics  in  the  same  way — and  no  prai»e  seems  to 
hxm  been  too  great. 

A  penon  who  was  very  familiar  with  Hamilton's  methods 
■a  dlis  respect  was  Chancellor  James  Kent.  Though  he  was 
Haaihon's  junior  by  seven  years,  they  were  always  close  and 
iadrnMC  fiiends.  "  Hamilton, "  said  Kent,  "  generally  spoke 
wiil  gfVH  earnestness  and  energy,  and  with  considerable 
mad  ■MDctimcs  vehement  gesture.  His  language  was  clear, 
■Bvoas  and  dauical.  He  went  to  the  foundation  and  reason 
«f  r««y  iloctrine  which  be  examined,  and  he  brought  to  the 
iiiul  richly  adorned  with  all  the  learning  that  was 


Lodge  writet :'  "There  was  certainly  no  one  who  was  in 
:  life  during  the  same  period,  unless  ii  be  John 
,  or  Fisher  Ames  on  one   memorable  (x-caston,  who 
■are  with  him  as  an  orator";  and  again:  "It  is 
,  Kx>,  that  Hamilton's  success  In  this  direction  was 
1^  ■•  ■»aiii  wholly  due  to  what  he  said  or  to  his  power  of 
'  and  of  lucid  and  forcible  statement.      The  man 


•Of  nt.p   i-i 
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There  is  little  information  as  to  how  Hamilton  actually 
looked  and  spoke^  if  we  may  except  what  James  Kent  has 
said.  It  is  certain  from  such  knowledge  as  we  possess  that 
he  was  eminently  fair  in  his  arguments,  and  always  fully 
presented  both  sides  of  the  question — his  trial  notes  show 
this..  He  was  always  explanatory,  and  did  not  cloud  the 
issue  by  a  flow  of  turgid  or  high-flown  rhetoric.  It  would 
appear  that  his  appeals  and  his  statement  of  any  case  had  the 
effect  of  a  great  narration,  and  then  after  drawing  his  con* 
elusion  there  was  often  an  impassioned  burst  of  eloquence. 
As  Morse  says,  "When  he  closed  he  left  upon  his  hearers  the 
impression,  generally  correct,  that  they  had  been  over  the 
whole  ground — not  over  selected  pans.*'  Though  slight  and 
of  comparatively  small  stature,  he  was  forceful  and  impres* 
sive,  and  had  the  full  powers  of  suggestion  and  fascuiatioo. 
In  fact  he  made  his  hearers  believe  as  he  did. 


CHAPTER  IV 

ELIZABETH  HAMILTON  ' 

Vnr  Btde  is  known  about  the  early  life  of  Elizabeth 
HaHhoo,  and  we  are  dependent  for  information  chiefly 
WfitB  fW  writing  of  those  Frenchmen  who  were  entenaincd 
at  Groenl  Schuyler'*  house  at  Albany,  and  the  diary  of 
TmcIi  Tubman.  She  was  the  second  daughter  of  Philip 
!r,  and  was  born  August  Q,  1757.  within  a  year  of 
Her  mother  wai  Catherine  van  Rensselaer, 
r  of  Colonel  John  R.  van  Rensselaer,  who  was  the 
■M  of  Hcndrik,  the  grandson  of  Kiliaen,  the  first  Patroon, 
ami  Ea|ehke  (Angelica)  Livingston. 

Tndl  TBghman  thus  gives  his  impressions  of  the  girl,  who 
Am  MMM  have  been  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  of  age:  "  In 
dK  afternoon,  having  taken  leave  of  my  host,  I  called  at  the 
GcaenI  Schuyler's  to  pay  my  compliments  to  the  General, 
hm  LmI^  and  Daughters.  I  found  none  of  ihcm  at  home 
OEEpc  Min  Betiey  Schuyler,  the  (.leneral's  second  daughter, 
^«lnai  I  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Commissary  Livingston, 
vfo  aecoapanied  me.  I  was  prepossessed  in  favor  of  this 
yoaag  bdy  dw  mocnent  I  saw  her.  A  Bruncne  with  the  must 
ynJ  ■■tufrd,  dark,  lovely  eyes  that  I  ever  saw,  which  threw 
a  has  of  good  temper  and  benevolence  over  her  Kntire 
Mr.  Livingittm  informed  mc  that  I  wat 
HKakra  in  my  Conjecture  for  she  wjs  the  finest  tem- 
I  CSri  in  ihc  World."'     Unlike  her  ridcst  sister.  .An- 

Iman  •(  LkaL-CU.TctickTllstiinAii.''rt>  .(.]..  69i<Uf.    AUivtj.S.V,: 
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|gi*lii*a,  who  had  gone  to  New  Rochellc  to  the  best  school 
(uvailaMi*  at  the  time,  Kli/aheth  had  hut  few  edunMail 
advantages  and  all  her  later  correspondence  shows 
iiency  of  early  training*  though  it  was  nothing  uni 
find  misspelling  in  most  of  the  letters  of  the  young 
of  the  |HTiod,  even  those  of  Martha  Washington  being 
spicuous  in  this  respect,  and  perhaps  worse  than  manjr 
others.  Though  lacking  the  superficial  grace  and 
plishments  of  many  of  her  more  sprightly  and  dashing  ffiMJSp 
she  must  ha\e  possessed  a  (|uiet  charm  of  her  own.  FlOTI 
all  accounts  she  was  gentle  and  retiring,  yet  fullofgayMJTMrf 
crnirage,  fond  of  domestic  affairs,  and  probably  her  modMl^t 
chief  assistant  in  the  management  of  the  house  and 
From  early  childhcM>d  she  should  have  been  accuj 
thf  sight  of  wea|M)ns,  and  have  early  learned  the  necessity  far 
prompt  alertness,  for  the  Indians,  at  times,  terroriMd  At 
district,  and  a  sleepy  existence  was  unknown.  One  of  htr 
sistrrs,  Mrs.  Cochran,  made  the  thrilling  rescue  ofa 

1  hild  when  the  Sihuyler  place  was  raided  by  the  savs 

iwn  trvdav  th«-  lunister  rail  of  the  old  house  bears  die 
of  the  toniah.iAK  hurird  at  her  as  she  dashed  up  the 
\\  irh  her  hahv  M-^ter  in  her  arms.  I  ler  fathcr*s  military 
undouhtedlv  brought  stirring  accounts  of  heroic  ducicit  of 
|oni;-suffering,  and  privation  into  the  busy  home,  and  to 
these  \i\id,  childish  impressions  may  have  been  due  the  un- 
i|uen^h:il)le  spirit  she  afterward  exhibited  under  agonising 
tests  As  is  well  known,  the  Schuvler  home,  at  Albany,  was 
prjitically  an  o|H-n  house  during  the  Revolution,  and  the 
VMiinger  daiightirs  must  have  been  incessantly  iHTCupird, 
MijHTvisin^  the  arrangements  for  their  many  military  guc%t«, 
and  prn\ulin^  ^inttv  immt-aMirable  in  those  days  of  ha^tr 
jiiil  stn-^s  l.nglish.  Frmih.  anil  Americans  alike  seem  to 
ha\(    ijrritd  away  pirasant  impressions  of  Betsey's  intelli- 
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gmcc  and  bright  dark  cyrs,  which  never  lost  their  lu«tre,  even 
wlicfi  dkc  wu  an  old  woman. 

Hamilton's  enthusiastic  estimate  of  the  charms  of  Eliza- 
bcdi  Schujricr  a»  early  as  1780  is  ci>nvryi-d  to  one  of  her  iis- 
mn  piubably  Attgrlica  Church-  at  a  time  when  he  was 
CVHfendjr  absorbed  in  his  devotion  to  his  sweetheart,  and 
I  a  chance  to  unbosom  himself. 


AtrxanJrr  Hamilton  to  Angelica  Church 

la  obediencr  to  Miss  Schuyler's  command,  I  do  myself 
dK  pleanire  to  indose  you  a  letter  which  she  has  hccn  so 
aUiiini  as  10  commit  to  my  catc,  and  I  beg  your  permission 
■>  aamre  jmi  that  many  motives  conspire  to  render  this  com- 
ammtm  peculiarly  agreeable. 

Bnulcs  the  ^neral  one  of  being  in  the  scr\'icc  of  the  ladies 
«l»c4)  alone  would  be  sufficient  even  to  a  man  of  less  zeal 
rfian  myself,  I  have  others  of  a  more  particular  nature. 

I  wnturc  to  tell  j-ou  in  confidence,  that  by  some  (Kid  cnn- 
f  or  other  your  sister  has  found  out  the  secret  of  in- 
I  ct»e  in  e^cryihine  that  concerns  her;  and  though 
e  not  the  happitteu  of  a  pcrvinal  acquaintance  with  ycm, 
1  dw  good  fonunc  to  src  several  ver)'  pretty  pictures 
n  and  mind  which  have  inspired  mc  with  a  mure 
n  partiality  for  both.  Among  others,  your  sister 
s  a  beautiful  copy  constantly  about  her  elrganily  drawn 
hf  bmrlf,  of  which  she  has  two  or  three  times  favoured  me 
widi  a  nghi.  You  will  no  doubt  admit  it  as  a  full  proof  of 
Mf  fraujiess  and  good  opinion  of  ynu,  that  1  with  mi  little 
■duce  myself  to  your  acquaintance  and  at  the 


Im  «ep  nuke  rou  my  confident.     Rut  I  ho[K-  I  tun  no  ti^k 

flf  in  being  thought  an   impeachment  of  my  discretion. 

i  may  say  I  take  too  great  a  license  at  first  setting 

liiws  may  tr>ecr  and  wonder  how  a  man  the  least 

I  wio)  the  world  should  show  so  great  facility  in 

' — to  a  lady.     But  the  idea  I   nave  formed  of 

r  pbces  it  in  my  estimation  aUive  the  insipid 

■  of  ihe  former  or  the  ill-natured  jibes  of  the  Utter. 
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I  have  already  confrsscd  the  influence  your  sister  has 
gained  over  me — yet  not\%'ithstanding  this,  I  have  tome 
things  of  a  ven*  serious  and  heinous  nature  to  lay  to  her 
charge. — She  is  most  unmercifully  handsome  and  so  per* 
verse  that  she  has  none  of  those  pretty  affectations  which 
are  the  prerogatives  of  beauty.  Her  good  sense  is  destitute 
of  that  happy  mixture  of  vanit)'  and  ostentation  which  would 
make  it  conspicuous  to  the  whole  tribe  of  fools  and  foplings 
as  well  as  to  men  of  understanding  so  that  as  the  matter  now 
stands  it  is  little  known  U'yond  the  circle  of  these — She  has 
good  nature  affability  and  vivacity  unimbellished  with  that 
charming  frivolousncss  which  is  justly  deemed  one  of  the 
principal  accomplishments  of  a  brllf.  In  short  she  is  to 
strange  a  creature,  that  she  possesses  all  the  beauties  virtues 
and  graces  of  her  sex  without  any  of  those  amiable  defects, 
which  from  their  general  pre\alence  are  esteemed  by  Cfm- 
noisseurs  necessarv'  shades  in  the  character  of  a  fine  woman. 
The  most  determined  ad\ersaries  of  Hymen  can  find  in  her 
no  pretext  for  their  hostility,  and  there  are  several  of  my 
friends,  philoviphers  who  railed  at  love  as  a  weakness,  men 
of  the  world  who  laughed  at  it  as  a  phantasie  whom  she  has 
presumptuously  and  daringly  compi*lled  to  acknowledge  its 
power  and  surrender  at  discretion.  I  can  the  better  assert 
the  truth  of  this,  as  I  am  mysi-lf  of  the  number.  She  has  had 
the  address  to  overset  all  the  i^ise  resolutions  I  had  been  fram- 
ing for  more  than  four  years  past,  and  from  a  rational  sort  of 
being  and  a  professed  contemner  of  Cupid  has  in  a  trice 
metamorphosed  me  into  the  \eriest  inamorato  your  perhaps 
[se\erj|  words  ilU  ^ible  ] 

These  are  a  few  specimens  of  the  mischief  and  enormities 
she  has  committed  the  little  time  she  has  made  her  appear- 
ance amon^  us  I  should  ne\er  ha\e  df»ne,  i%ere  I  to  attempt 
to  ^i\e  \ou  a  catjl(»gue  of  the  uho|e--<if  all  the  hearts  she  has 
\an(|uiNhed--f)t' all  the  heads  she  has  turned-  of  all  the  phi- 
loviphers  she  has  unmade,  or  <if  all  the  standards  she  has  n&ed 
to  the  great  prruiiiiient'the  general  ser\iceof  the  female  world. 
It  is  esscnti.il  In  the  sjfety  of  the  state  and  to  the  tranquility 
of  the  arni\      thjt  one  of  two  thmgs  take  place,  either  that  she 
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be  JBimcJiatgly  removed  from  our  neighborhood,  nr  that  some 
vAa  nymph  qualifird  (u  maintain  an  equal  sway  come  into 
ic  By  dividing  her  empire  it  will  he  weakened  and  she  will 
be  much  lest  dangerous  when  she  has  a  rival  equal  in  charms 
m  dMpair  the  prize  with  her.     I  solicit  your  aid. 

The  giii  friendi  cf  Elizabeth  Schuyler,  among  others, 
■■dairiBd  Kitty  Livingston,  the  youngest  daughter  of  (!ov- 
cnMT  Wibtam  Livingston  of  New  Jersey,  and  C!ertrude.  the 
^M^NCr  of  Roben  R.  Livingston.  'Ilic  latter  married  ( ten- 
cnl  MtttfUt  Lewis,  who  afterward  became  a  distinguished 
janm.  The  Inters  that  passed  betwtxn  these  friends  in  some 
mttmn  indicate  the  relations  that  existed  hetwrrn  them  at  a 
MBK  when  letter  writing  was  more  in  vogue  than  it  is  to-day. 
TW  &m  two  were  probably  written  when  Klizalxrth  Schuyler 
«w  M  her  father's  head-quarters  at  Morrisiown  in  1780. 

Kittj  Livtngtton  to  Elixabfth  SihuyUr 

My  DCAft  GlKL:  I  wrote  you  a  long  thoughtless  letter  some 

day*  ma;  did  you  receive  it  ?     My  happy  Brother  was  this 

^Kf,  dgbc  days,  the  Father  of  a  little  Cherib,  who  bears  evrry 

■IHlilliiHi  of  Health  and  good  humor.     Apropos  Cushion. 

Dmi,  aad  Bear,  are  in  the  pikssession  of  Mts.  Duncan  of 

I   will   be  much  obliged   to  you  to  buy  me 

I  01  Mch  sorts  as  are  iT>o*t  useful  tn  yourself.     As  you 

tmm  notytt  answered  my  last,  I  presume  you  uill  embrace 

Am  aypoTtunity  of  writing;    one  thing  more  and  I  will  rx- 

emtK  ym;    Will  y-ou  if  you  have  any  ronvryancr  to  Mr. 

Lpr's.  send  my  Coroptintenu  to  Mrs.  Loti  and  let  her  kr\ow 

Ak  above  important  intelligence  ? 

tan  Weil  dear  Bess,  BcIkvc  mc  most  affectionately 

your 

friend         ..  , 

Kitty  Livin(;ston. 

Vafcj  of  Lebanon,  13th  of  May,  I'j'jq. 

"         injr  love  10  Mrs.  and  Dr.  Cochran.' 

'S*.  )^m  Cmltnm,  mho  euutn!  Gmiiuit  Sctiuflrr 
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Kitty  Livingston  to  Eltxabeth  Hamilton^  then  at  Head^^uarUrs 

at  Sfw  ff^inJsor 

Rmsrnrcx,  Fihmaty  7,  1781 

My  dfar  Bftay:  Willing  to  avail  mysclfofan  opportunity 
I  this  moment  heard  of,  I  take  my  pen  with  pleasure  to  aisurr 
my  dear  (lirU  no  one  can  be  more  sincere  than  her  Friend 
Kitty,  in  every  Kind  and  tender  wish  for  her  felicity.  I 
should  not  have  thus  long  delayed  answering  your  aereeable 
Favor,  had  a  safe  conveyance  been  in  my  power*  tho'  if  I  were 
inclined  to  plead  a  bad  example,  or  an  excuse  yours  would 
naturally  cxxiir. 

I  have  jtist  returned  from  a  most  delightful  ride,  the 
weather  was  divine,  the  season  seems  to  have  lost  its  usual 
vigor,  and  Winter  wears  no  frowns.  I  l>elieve  in  my  heart, 
the  world,  tiring  of  revoUing  the  same  course  since  the 
Creatiim,  and  s<-eing  all  things  changing  but  itself,  has  by 
some  cAtraordinar^'  effort  taken  a  leap  nearer  the  Sun,  and 
we  are  now  where  Mar)'|jnd  should  \h\  Lady  Kitty'  declares 
she  has  not  yet  got  thoroughly  ccMiled,  since  August  last,  and 
one  would  from  motives  of  lH.-ne\olence  wish  to  prepare  her 
to  endure  the  heats  of  Summer,  which  appears  to  be  fast  ap- 
roaihing.     She  and  Miss  Brown  are  at  Clermont  whither 

repair  tomorrow. 

Present  my  compliments  to  Colonel  Hamilton  and  assure 
hirii  of  my  l>est  wishes,  though  I  feel  myself  much  hurt  at  an 

assertion  he  made  some  time  since  at  Mr.  D. *s— that  I 

was  vwin  to  Ik-  connected  to  Mr.  C-  - 

I  have  lately  received  ftho'  the  date  was  not  a  very  early 
tmv  t  J  long  letter  from  my  friend  Angelica,'  and  she  continues 
tf»  loM-,  and  to  tell  me  sci  in  terms  so  tender,  so  well  adapted 
t(i  the  ((instancy  and  purity  of  her  affection,  that  I  do  not  at 
jll  ft  jr  ahs<-nce  will  lessen  our  Friendship,  or  time  render  it 
If^s  inn  r^srin^  and  sincere.  She  is  in  short  the  most  amiable 
of  uonu-n,  and  when  I  cease  tn  think  her  mi,  mv  nature  or  hers 
must  lhJn^e. 
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I  have  porchaKd  your  apron  and  will  if  possible  send  it  on 
bjr  fhs  penon  who  takes  this.     I  enclose  my  measures  for 

a  pair  of  thoes.     Putman  makes  them  at  Phi a  as  well 

as  Bottom.  If  I  did  not  know  an  apolu^v  made  a  bad  thing 
wane,  I  would  endeavor  to  say  somcrbing  in  behalf  of  ibis 
poor  kftrr,  prav  do  not  let  Colonel  ILmilton  see  it.  Hit 
font  tt  wrhini  I  too  well  know,  to  submit  anything  I  can  say 
■■i|^  ID  hu  intpcction — from  your  Friendship  I  know  I 
harm  Rodling  co  dread— 
FwwkB,  toy  dear  Eliza 

bebevc  your  alTectionatc 
Friend 

Cath.  Livingston. 

Ditappotntcd  in  the  convevanre  mentioned  I  send  this  per 
poM  and  with  Miss  Brown's  love  to  you,  and  Family  will  pre- 
MBT  uMf  most  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  &  On'l  W. — 
My  love  to  Mra.  Cochran  — Pray  do  you  talk  of  a  Jaunt  to 
New  York  i  1  have  heard  such  a  rumor,  if  you  do  say  evcry- 
dMlgAoame  to  Annihat)-ou  Know  I  would  myself  repeat, — 
Hdw  b  Col.  Tilghman  ?  Miss  Brown  says  very  ill.  I  hope 
Ih  ii  wcorering — Farewell  once  more,  I  wish  I  could  tell  you 


Ever  yours 

Krrrv  LrviNcsioN. 
Qmnont,  February  nth. 

MlH  Kitty  appears  to  have  been  a  belle,  and  something 

mi  a    OMfuene.      She    certainly   wa«    not    as    sedate    as    ber 

mmt  Stnan  who  married  John  Jay,  and  it  may  l>e  inferred 

(mm  ber  father's  Umers  and   that   M-nt   to  Hamilton   and 

I  cbcwhere,  that  she  was  somewhat  spoiled  and  gen- 

,  i£  poMible,  had   ber  own  way.     During  a   visit  to 

I  to  August.   1779.  her  father  wrote  '    "I   know 

Ah«  an  a  Dumber  of  Sins  in  Philadelphia  e<iiially  famed 

I       fm  Aar  wane  of  modesty  as  want  of  patriotism  who  will 

I  ■  Of.  dl .  p.  uS. 


loz  ALEXAxNDER  HAMILTON 

triumph  in  our  complaisance  to  the  red-coat  prisoners  btrly 
arrived  in  that  Metropoh's.  I  hope  none  of  my  connexions 
will  imitate  them  either  in  the  dress  of  their  heads  or  the  still 
more  tory  feelings  of  their  hearts." 

Mrs,  Morgan  Lewis  to  Elixahfth  Hamilton 

My  dear  Friend:  It  is  not  my  intention  bv  writing  this 
to  engage  you  in  a  settled  Correspondency  with  a  person  so 
useless  to  you,  and  in  a  situation  so  eventless  as  I  am  here 
tho*  such  a  commerce  would  he  highly  agreeable  to  me,  I  am 
not  so  srIAsh  as  to  make  the  request,  yet  I  Flatter  myself  that 
notwithstanding  these  disadvantages  this  testimony  of  my 
love  and  regard  will  not  be  received  with  indifference  by  you 
for  whom  I  feel  the  warmest  sentiments  that  the  most  perfect 
esteem  and  Friendship  can  inspire. 

Tho*  I  have  long  loved  you  Sly  Dear  Kliza  yet  I  think  you 
was  never  so  Dear  to  me  as  now  that  we  are  about  to  be 
separated  without  a  prospect  of  meeting  soon.  Sure  I 
to  some  Kvil  (lenius  that  I  am  thus  deprived  of  the  pie 
of  being  more  with  one  to  whose  Company  and  converu- 
tion  I  owe  many  of  the  happiest  hours  of  my  life.  I  know 
of  nothing  that  will  make  up  the  loss  of  your  Society  to  me 
but  as  I  ha\e  a  Mind  naturally  disposed  to  be  Cheerful  I  will 
turn  my  thoughts  to  that  which  will  give  me  most  Comfon« 
and  will  chensh  the  hope  that  ^-ou  will  sometimes  think  of 
your  absent  Friend  with  affection  forgetting  her  faults  and 
remembering  her  Chief  merit  which  is  that  she  Knows  how 
to  love  and  value  you.  I  have  also  a  peculiar  pleasure  in 
reflecting  that  our  Friendship  has  been  Constant,  uninter- 
rupted  by  suspicion  or  en\')',  tho  I  am  ver>'  conscious  chat 
)'ou  excel  me  in  all  that  has  any  claim  to  applause  m  I  cake 
a  pride  in  hearing  you  a)mmended  for  Virtues  I  imitate  very 
imperfectly. 

I  had  some  faint  hope  of  seeing  you  at  N.  ^'.  but  was  dis- 
appointed by  Mr.  Lewis*  being  obliged  to  attend  the  Court  at 
Albany  this  I  regret  ver>'  much  tho  tis  a  sad  Consolation  to 
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mkt  leavr.  I  did  not  hc-ar  you  was  at  Albany  tilt  1  heard  you 
ma  atiout  to  travc  it  or  I  should  have  endeavored  10  have 
Ven  you  there.  Mr.  Lewis  has  this  Day  atrt  out  for  that 
pbc*  and  has  left  my  little  I'egj^  and  me  alone,  she  is  now 
1  I  with  neither  Talents  nor  Topics  to  entertain  you 
it  fcribbling  because  it  cheers  my  solitude  as  I 
;  talking  to  you  And  forget  that  you  are  perhaps 
>  hondrrd  miles  from  mc  but  wherever  you  are  my  Heart 
■ick  you  I  wiib  it  was  in  my  power  to  ser\'e  you  that  1 
*  "    '     f  you  how  much  my  actions  would  exceed  my  pro- 


ta 


Hive  the  goodness  to  commend  mc  to  Col.  Hamilton  and 
ik  Dear  Children  in  whose  Welfare  I  take  a  lively  intereil 
mM  the  Renowned  Philip'  I  have  been  told  that  he  has  out- 
MnpC  aM  hi*  Compediors  in  the  race  of  Knowledge  and  that 
he  ^jif  pins  new  V'irtorys  by  Surpassing  himself  hut  that 
wiib  all  hts  acquirements  he  can  not  Jeiline  his  lesson.  Ex- 
cmm  dia  Folly. 

yiw^  jmir  usual  Friendship  and  goodnature  excuse  what 
ii  wtsog  in  this  letter,  I  never  could  write. 

Fisrwd  10  you  whom  I  love  for  all  that  can  create  affcc- 
aaa  and  cMecm  accept  ofcvery  good  wish  ihat  an  Heart  alive 
■•  dw  temlercst  tensation  can  breathe  from 

Oc«A«.7.llloo.  Your.(;.  Uw„. 

TW  MrTDUiwJings  and  circumstances  of  Elizabeth  Schuy- 
Itf'ililekadall  tended  to  prepare  her  for  her  future  as  Hamil- 
IBH*f  wife.  Had  she  been  any  other  than  what  she  was,  tlr- 
ifi^  afl  his  genius  and  force  of  character.  Hamilton  could 
■r«w  have  actaitied  the  place  he  did.  His  letters  show  defer* 
^KS  ■>  her  judgment  and  opinion,  so  we  may  conclude  that 
htoM&dcd  all  his  thoughts  and  plans,  and  made  her  a  party 
Mancb  dial  he  did,  yet  his  tender  ntncetn  for  her  must  have 
ifand  bEf  oaany  worries,  and  the  knowledge  uf  much  that 
( in  his  career.     There  i>  a  gcrKial  solicitude  in 
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his  leitrrs  and  especially  in  the  last  two  he  ever  wrote,  which 
are  the  saddest  of  all.  From  many  shon  letters  and  notes 
that  remain  it  is  evident  that  he  apprised  her  of  all  his  move- 
ments both  in  the  field  and  afterward,  and  the  conditions  of 
his  affairs. 

She  was  remarkable  for  her  piety,  benevolence,  and  sym- 
pathy for  ever)'  form  of  distress.  She  and  Hamilton  seem  to 
have  been  agreed  on  that  point  all  through  their  married 
life.  When  Philadelphia  was  filled  with  French  emigrh. 
they  both  were  among  the  first  to  give,  and  many  widows 
and  orphans  were  assisted  with  money  and  clothing.  I  ha%-r 
found  an  old  subscription  paper  of  this  kind  containing 
many  interesting  names  of  prominent  persons  connected 
with  the  early  histor)'  of  America,  which  is  wonhy  of  intnv 
duction  and  is  in  Hamilton's  handwriting.  The  "Mary 
Morris'*  who  heads  the  list  was  the  wife  of  Robert  Morris, 
the  financier: 

Li  it  of  French  DistrfurJ  Per  tons 

1.  Madame  Ic  Grand  with  two  Children  lives  near  the  Itttk  Market 

at  the  house  of  Mr.  Peter  French,  Hatter,  in  the  gicaim 
Indi|;ence. 

2.  Madame  Demarie  Mind  with  a  daughter  who  b  a  widow,  and  a 

little  Child,  No.  19  Cedar  Street  in  dreadful  distrcM. 

3.  Madame  Noel  7  Children  and  an  orphan  of  whom  she  cakci 

chary^e,  Mulber>'  Street  No  22J — has  not  yet  t%\ 
so  f^reat  extremity  as  the  former,  but  b  at  prcscm 
money  and  owes  26  Dollars. 

4.  Madame  Robard  with  4  Children. 

5.  Madame  Benoit  with  two  both  in  the  greatest  indigence. 

residence  at  present  unknown — 

Suktcnpiions  for  thf  Riluf  of  tkr 

foregoing  pertom  (w) 

Marv  Morrit to  dollars 

Kli/a  llamiltrtn     .     .  20  dollars 

M.  C  a/rno%e    ...  Ten  doOais 
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SaMB  Kaaa 5  ilaSan 

Catk 10  DolUn 

Dr.  Hags' S  DoUxn-jo 

An  R  li  ^)liii 3  DulUn 

O.  Snwil Five  doUan 

l^d  L  Kam Ten  DoOan 

K  D.  M.  Saidi Gvi  DolUn 

f4.  nafciia five  DoOin 

K  I.  WabB «v<  Dollin 

ft  Cm/k S  I>°<1*" 

r*.  H.  Bntk ten  DolUn 

r*.  r  Uafd  Fi>i  Uollir.  so 

fi^  E.  I  ifimmiii  .........        Five  Dollar* 

pi-yZ Fifietn  DolUn 

riM    Can- ;  OiUan 

>■<    nii>  Pbnl  10  Dalian 

t^i-r.  L. 8  <Ulan 

pml     mi*  Cabea 5  Dnilan. 

R    K.  t6. 
K.  r-t  5  Dollin  paid  R.  K. 

a  Oi-ank S  Dollar.  |>ai.l  R    K. 

r.  lofat S  Dollan  paid  R.  K. 

, i  Dollar,  paid. 

S  Di. 

10  Doll. 

e  who  knew  Elizabeth  Hamilton  taid:  "Hers  was 
duraeler  with  its  depth  and  warmth,  whether 
g  Of  temper  cunlroUed,  but  glowing  underneath, 
through  at  times  in  some  emphatic  eKpic.iion. 
Hm  waa  a  nam  ordeal;  within  a  few  yeats  she  experienred 
^  Aock  al  two  virjent  deaths  by  duels— thrrse  of  her 
lUar  aon  and  biubar>d,  the  dearh  of  her  sister  and  mothet 
mi  hAtr-,  her  eldest  daiighier's  insanity,  and  with  this, 
iarit  or  m  meatu  with  which  to  suppott  and  educate  hrr 
I  ^o^  ti'  aevm   children,   five   growing   M>ns,   her   insatid 

I         tia^ta  and  a  yosjnger  daughter.     No  wonder  rhe  light  of 


■  Uk  ftWM  vt  (HuuU. 
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youth  had  vanished  from  her  facr  when  the  widow's  cap 
replaced  the  Marie  Antoinette  coiffure.'*  From  the  rapidit)- 
with  which  her  children  came  she  must  have  had  linlc  or  no 
time  for  social  pleasures,  although  much  of  her  early  married 
life  was  spent  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  where  her 
husband  was  either  taking  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  govern* 
ment  or  practising  law.  Her  sister  w*rites  to  the  former 
place  from  London:  ''Do  you  live  as  pleasantly  at  Phila- 
delphia as  you  did  at  New  ^'ork  ?  or  are  you  obliged  to  bear 
he  formaliges  of  female  circles,  and  their  trifling  chic  chat  ? 
1  o  you  who  have  at  home  the  most  agreeable  Society  in  the 
World,  how  you  must  smile  at  their  manner  of  losing  [their  ?] 


t 


time — 


She  was,  undoubtedly,  most  energetic,  and  possessed  a 
great  deal  of  the  Dutch  tenacity,  for  she  lived  to  the  great  age 
of  ninety-seven  with  apparently  no  diminution  of  intelligence* 
still  continuing  to  take  interest  in  public  affairs  and  the  «• 
reers  of  her  children,  and  writing  letters  even  after  her 
ninetieth  year,  which,  despite  a  little  tremulousness,  were  ail 
they  should  be  so  far  as  intelligent  expression  was  concerned. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  Hamilton  made  money  easily,  and 
that  he  had  wry  grand  ideas  which  it  took  a  long  purse  to  ma- 
terialize. That  he  was  something  of  a  spendthrift  is  shown 
in  his  purchase  of  much  real  estate,  and  the  preparation  of 
a  somewhat  magnificent  scheme  for  his  countr}*  place  in  the 
upper  part  of  Manhattan.  It  was  probably  his  wife  who 
made  him  more  consenative  than  he  would  have  been 
without  such  a  check.  McHenry,  in  a  letter  to  Hamilton* 
said  of  her :  "  She  has  as  much  merit  as  your  Treasurer  as  you 
have  as  Treasurer  of  the  wealth  of  the  United  States.  **  *  Still, 
when  Hamilton  was  prosperous  after  he  had  become  fairly 

*-'lMr  ArA  l^tirM  c4  JAfnr«  Mtllrr.rv"  cu  .  hy  B    C 
HufT«m«  BriM   IL  Co,  igo;. 
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is  the  practice  of  law  they  lived  comfortably  but 
qotie  np  to  their  income,  which,  in  those  days,  was 

Aagrika  Church,  in  writing  from  Putney,  October  5, 
1796.  m  ber  sister  says;  "Colonel  Nobel  is  returned  very 
■HCli  ptcaMd  by  his  reception  in  New  York,  and  has  assured 
mt  tkai  you  republican  Ladys  live  with  as  much  splendour 
ami  opeiue  as  her  slaves.  I  do  not  mean  this  for  you  dear 
ESn  who  have  a  better  taste. " 

Odxr  letten  of  Mn.  Church  indicate  the  affectionate  re- 
Mdh  of  ifae  two  ssters. 

Au^Aica  Church  to  EU^ahfth  Hamilton. 

pAkU,  Jan  2-},  1784. 
DcAJi  Srmii:  I  have  written  to  you  twice  since  I  have 
baca  St  Paris  but  have  not  received  a  line  from  you  or  Col. 
HaailKHL  I  intended  to  have  called  my  little  girl  Eliza 
afmt  Mr.  Oturcb's  mother,  but  she  thinks  Angelica  a  much 
fmmer  name.  Mr.  Church  is  alM>  of  that  opinion,  but  I 
ftamim  dat  the  next  girl  I  make  shall  be  called  Betsey. 

I  AoM  like  Paru  exceedingly  if  it  was  nearer  to  America, 
far  I  have  a  very-  agreeable  tett  of  actjuaintance,  panicutarlv 
a  iHadime  de  Turc  who  is  a  errat  admirer  of  our  dear  papa. 
Skr  sars  he  is  the  most  amiable  man  in  the  Continent.  Mr. 
Fraaklin'  has  the  gravel,  and  he  desires  to  return  to  America; 
dH^  talk  of  Papa  or  Col.  Hamilton  as  his  succesMir,  how 
'IjKMi  bkc  ID  cross  the  Atlantic.  i»  your  lord  a  Knight  of 
It  has  made  a  most  wonderful  noise  here,  but  it 
I  that  the  order  will  probably  exist  in  France  when 
I  ha  Ptgkcwd  in  America. 

.  Bijr  dear  Betsy.  I  embrace  ynu  with  all  my  bean, 

~     ipUntents  to  Col.    4c   Mrs.   Lewis'  and   Mrs. 

and  do  me  the  favor  to  write  to  me  very  often. 


ci;l^ 


■  U«k.    Hn.  U*fa  VM  ■  Oar*  irf  Mr*-  U>n^p>arTj.  i 
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Mrs.  Jay'  lives  in  a  small  house  ven*  dean  and  neac  about  half 
a  mile  from  Paris.  The  Americans  have  the  pleasure  to 
drink  tea  with  her  once  a  week.  Tell  Colonel  Hamilton  if 
he  does  not  write  to  me  that  I  shall  be  very  angry.        A.  C. 

Ten  years  later  she  wrote: 

Angeltca  Church  to  Elixaheth  Hamilton 

I^iVDON,  Df€imhtw  ti,  1794. 

I  received  my  dear  Kliza,  a  short  but  very  kind  letter  from 
my  brother,  dated  Ik-dford.  During  his  absence,  my  love* 
I  know  that  you  have  Inren  ver)*  unhappy  and  1  have  often 
thought  of  you  with  more  than  a>mmon  tenderness. 

Do  you  believe  there  is  ho|H*  of  your  going  to  New  York  to 
li\e  for  life.  If  you  remain  at  Philadelphia,  I  must  be  there. 
My  inclinations  lead  mc  to  prefer  New  ^'ork,  my  affections 
where  you  reside,  but  altogether  for  my  love  to  You  Eliza* 
my  dear.  Hamilton  has  his  share  in  this  determination*  you 
see  that  I  make  no  pbns  without  your  advice. 

It  is  an  age  since  I  have  had  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Craig,  pray 
tell  her  so,  I  am  informed  it  is  much  more  expensive  living 
in  Philadelphia  than  in  cities  of  the  same  si/e  in  England.  T 
wish  you  would  employ  some  idle  man  of  your  acquaintance 
to  send  me  a  list  of  prices  of  articles  in  daily  use,  I  receive  so 
many  applications  for  information,  and  I  am  ashamed  to  be 
so  \cry  igfK>rant  as  I  am  on  this  subject,  it  would  be  verjr 
amiable,  my  dear,  to  write  me  loti/f  letters  and  to  think  how 
much  they  amsole  me  in  your  absence. 

I  send  you  a  letter  which  you  will  oblige  me  by  having 
carefully  deli\ered.  I  never  heard  of  Mrs.  Cochran.'  If  she 
is  ali\c,  pray  tell  her  that  I  inquired  after  her.     Catherine* 

•  \  \¥i(T\\\\  J  vfttirK&J  rrfrrrfwr  tn  **-r  %:%Uf  <irTtr«*iJc 

•  Hrr   •U-«Klrr        AfHCrina   OunV    Ul'f    •r.fr     rjtnrv,  I>rr     6.  I7^»- 

•A  !'«:..  ■■ 
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haa  a  eoU  and  ili^t  fever,  or  >he  meant  to  have  written 
ym.  Wtf  did  yen  oot  let  Mr.  Trumbull '  draw  your  picture 
far  HK  f  He  has  Mrs.  Washin^on's  which  is  wonderfull)' 
Kkc  her.  1  looked  at  U  with  a  sentiment  of  gratitude  for  her 
■na^acBof  kindncfs  when  I  was  in  America  with  you.  My 
(kar*  if  jnu  think  proper  preKnt  my  respects  to  her  and  the 
Mncral.  A  long  lener.  ray  dear  uster,  wilt  be  the  best  New 
Year's  gift  that  I  ran  receive. 

^Iicn  you  lee  Messrs.  Baumetz  and  Talle)Tand  tell  thera 
(bat  they  are  ii>decd  American  citizens,  I  krww  it  from  their 
haviag  forgot  to  write  to  their  absent  friends,  their  friend 
Madaio  Aoele  ii  still  in  Switzerland  and  there  likely  to  con- 
Mac  from  the  difBrultie*  of  traveling-  I  am  very  sorry  to 
nottble  you  with  my  conrcssions.  you  have  spoiled  me  Eliza. 

Pray  lei  Angelica'  learn  French.  A  person  who  speaks 
ibc  taacttage  well  might  teach  her  giving  her  a  lesson  an  hour 
wvmty  day.  Adieu,  my  dear,  embrace  your  children  for  me, 
I  bag  ■>  have  that  pleasure  myself.  My  family  join  in  love 
mA  joM  and  adieu, 

Your  affectionate  Hister, 

AC. 

Has  Piup*  been  to  Philadelphia  or  must  she  always  be 
within  the  lound  of  the  Dutch  bell  ?' 


AArr  her  huihand'i  death  Mrs-  Hamilton's  life  seems  to 
ovc  been  de%-oted  not  only  to  her  numerous  charities,  but 
•  and  vigilant  efforts,  to  the  end  that  her  hus- 
I  receive  full  justice,  that  his  memory  should  l>r 
and  that  his  manuscripts  should  he  published, 
■»  wc  &nd  her  making  repeated  appeals  to  the  go\'ernment, 
and  ^oumeyin^  from  one  pan  of  the  country  to  the  other  to 
■MHCM  p«biic  neo  in  this  work.      .\s   many  succeeding 

*Ms  TkH*A  *•  ■»»■.  km  Jm.  iTf«.  'liH  Nomnlvr.  1S4). 
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administrations  were  opposed  to  Hamilfon  and  his  political 
faith,  she  did  not  meet  with  the  encouragement  that  she 
deserved,  and  there  seems  to  have  been  a  reluctance  even 
upon  the  part  of  some  of  Hamilton's  closest  friends — Rufus 
King,  for  example — to  give  her  certain  letters  and  papers 
which  they  wrongly  thought  it  might  be  impolitic  to  publish. 
Among  these  were  documents  relating  to  Washington's  Fare* 
well  Address,  which  disclosed  the  part  taken  by  Hamilton  is 
its  preparation.  She  always  maintained  that  her  husband 
was  its  author,  and  insisted  that  this  fact  should  be  known. 
She  and  her  son  James  were  constantly  at  work  to  effect 
this  end.  James  was  then  a  grown  man  and  a  lawyer*  and 
at  his  instance  a  suit  in  Chancery  was  brought  to  obtain 
certain  parts  of  the  a)rres|x>ndcnce  that  had  passed  be- 
tween Washington  and  Hamilton,  which  was  successful* 
and  they  were  used  by  the  younger  Hamilton  in  his  "Remi- 
niscences.*' The  discussion  of  how  much  Hamilton  had 
to  do  with  this  memorable  address  has  been  ever  active*  and 
even  bitter,  as  has  been  shown  elsewhere,  and  is  by  no 
means  now  fullv  settled.  The  venerable  widow,  when  she 
was  eighty-two,  reiterated  her  belief  in  her  husband's  respon-* 
sibility  for  most  of  it,  and  the  following  paper  was  exe- 
cuted, probably  at  a  time  when  she  was  more  disturbed  than 
usual,  by  the  insistent  claims  of  those  who  sought  to  be* 
little  him,  and  gives  her  impressions  of  Hamilton's  share  of 
the  work : 


Elixakrth  Hamilton's  Statement  as  to  Washington  s  FariWfO 

Address 


Desirous  that  my  children  should  be  fully  acquainted  with 
the  senices  rendered  by  their  Father  to  our  country*  and  the 
assistance  given  by  him  to  (feneral  Washingtixi  duriiu^  his 
administration,  for  the  one  great  object*  the  IndepciMXfioe 
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aad  ScsbiGfy  of  the  Govemmcni  of  the  United  States,  there 
i*aae  fbing  in  addition  to  the  numerous  proofit  which  I  leave 
Atm  and  which  I  feel  myself  in  duty  bound  to  State;  which 
■>:  dui  a  thon  time  previous  to  General  Washington'*  re- 
aratg  fma  the  Presidency-  in  the  year  1 796  General  Hamilton 
waqgemtd  to  him  the  idea  ofdclivenng  a  farewell  address  to 
At  people  on  hii  withdrawal  from  public  life,  with  which 
idea  General  Washinf^on  wa<i  well  pleased,  and  in  his  answer 
»  General  Hamilton's  suggestion  gave  him  the  heads  of  the 
*  jwti  on  which  he  would  wish  to  remark,  with  a  request 
t  Mr.  Hamilton  would  prepare  an  address  for  him;  Mr. 
a  did  so,  and  the  address  was  written,  principally  at 
I  as  hit  office  was  seldom  frequented  by  his  clients 
,  and  during  the  absence  of  his  students  to  avoid 
1;  St  which  times  he  was  in  the  habit  of  calling 
r  U  M  with  him,  that  he  might  read  to  me  as  he  wrote,  in 
«f4ir(  as  he  said,  to  discover  now  ir  sounded  upon  the  ear, 
mmi  Makiiu;  the  remark,  "  My  dear  Kliza,  you  must  be  to  me 
vine  MoBm'i  old  nurse  was  to  him." 

Tke  wbole  or  nearlv  all  the  "Address"  was  read  to  me  by 
Im  as  be  wrote  h  ana  a  greater  part  if  not  all  was  written  by 
him  m  wcf  presence.     The  original  was  forwarded  to  (ten. 
Ml  who  approved  of  it  with  the  exception  of  one 
,  of,  1  thmk,  about  four  or  five  lines,  which  if  I 
e  not  was  on  the  Subject  of  public  schools,  which  was 
at.     It  was  afterwards  reiumrd  to  Mr.  Hamilton 
\  the  desired  Alteration,  and  was  afterwards  dc- 
I  bjr  General  Washington,  and  published  in  that  form, 
I  ever  sitwe  been  Known  as  "General  Washington's 
~  Address."     Shortly   after   the   publication  of  the 


adAvMt  tuf  husband  and  myself  were  walking  in  Broadway, 
vIms  ao  old  soldier  accosted  him.  with  a  reourst  of  him  to 
■arciMM  General  Washington's  Farewell  adJrrss,  which  he 
M  and  mnring  id  me  Said  "  Iliat  man  does  not  know  he  has 
askad  aw  so  purchase  my  own  wotk. " 

TW  whole  drcunucanccs  are  at  this  moment,  m>  perfectly 
■I  nqr  wenibrance,  that  I  can  call  in  mind  his  bringing 
GoKral  Washington's  tetter  to  me'  which  rciurtted  the 
'is  nt  tel  rf  IW  taiM  «lHn  *•  tWti  rtwM  la  Uhtny  Strwt.  omt  Bra*d*B> 
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''address/'  and  remarking  on  the  only  alteration  which  he 
((leneral  Washington)  had  requested  to  be  made. 

New  ^'(irk,  Aug.  7th,  1840, 

Eliz™  Hamilton.' 

Witness 
as 
.  A.  Washington  ) 
.  A.  Macdunald.  \ 


j 


(feneral  Schuyler  left  a  large  amount  of  property  and,  some 
years  after  his  death,  his  other  sons  and  daughters  generously 
deeded  much  of  their  shares  to  their  widowed  sister,  because 
of  Hamilton's  im|M>\erishment.  Some  of  this  was  in  Sara- 
toga County,  some  near  Ttica,  M)me  near  (>i%'ego,  and  small 
portions  were  in  the  cities  of  New  ^'ork  and  Albany.  It  was 
.Mrs.  Hamilton's  custom,  when  interested  in  any  particular 
charity,  to  sell  piece  hy  piece,  and  ile%-ote  the  proceeds  to  the 
particular  object,  so  that  when  she  died  she  was  in  strait- 
ened circumstances,  and  had,  for  some  time,  been  entirely 
dep<*ndent  upi>n  her  children  and  the  back  pay  awarded 
Hamilton  by  the  government.  "Her  grief  over  the  two 
children  she  had  lost,*'  said  a  contemporary  writer,  *'tnok  the 
form  of  protection  of  those  who  were  poor  and  unfriended, 
as  well  as  f>rphaned.  To  Mrs.  Hamiltrin  is  directly  owin|{ 
the  first  orphan  asylum  of  New  ^'ork.  On  its  fiftieth  aiv 
niversar\'  a  memorial  service  was  held  in  the  CTiurch  of  the 
Kpiphany  (in  Washington,  where  she  then  was  for  the  win- 
ter),  and  the  work  and  its  greatly  extended  C'^^  WTre  gone 
o%er.  'ITie  seed  had  become  a  tree  with  miphn*  branches. 
Mrs.  Hamilton  was  feeble  and  could  not  sit  through  ike 
whole  sets  ice,  but  came  onlv  f«>r  a  part;  always  to  the 
communion  service.      This  SunJ.iy  she  came  in  toward  the 
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cfaar.  Our  mimlt  and  hearts  were  filled  with  the  gcMid 
wotk  ot  this  gentle  Udy  when  she  entered — a  %-ery  small,  up- 
ng^  htdc  f^re  in  deep  black,  never  altered  from  the  time 
Wt  dark  hair  was  framed  in  by  the  widow's  cap,  until  now 
Ac  hair  was  at  white  a«  the  cap. 

"Ai  *he  mored  skiwly  forward,  supported  by  her  daughter, 
Mn.  HoOy,  ooe  common  feeling  made  the  congregation  rise 
lad  remain  standing  until  she  was  seated  in  her  pew  at  the 

Her  great  effort  seems  to  have  been  to  the  end  that  the 
koEiB  left  by  ber  husband  should  be  published,  and  his  life 
mtmtm  bjr  ■ome  competent  person.  Unfortunately,  orw  of 
tl  wu  cftoccn  to  do  the  latter,  and  as  it  was  not 
I  selection,  the  result  was  uasuccessful.  She  first 
wrote  n  Bushnid  Washington,  a  nephew  of  the  President, 
wfcoM  reply  is  appended,  but  tH>thing  seems  to  have  come  of 
al  AiB.  It  was  rwt  until  many  years  later  (hat  her  son 
yikm  C  Hamilton  wrote  a  life  of  his  father  collecting  and 
^■UiAinf  many  of  his  lencrs  in  a  scries  of  seven  volumes. 

Bmjimi  fFaihirtgt^n'  to  Elizahth  Hamilton 

Mr  VrivoK,  l)n  it,  l8l» 
Mr  PfAR  Madam:  V'our  favor  of  the  5th  of  Nov'  was 
waiwfd  br  Mr.  Herben,  whilst  I  was  in  Philadelphia  and 
via  BM  plaocd  in  the  bundle  of  tetters  which  be  driivcrcd 
■c  apao  n»  mum.  tie  had  accidently  put  it  by  itself,  and 
li^H  it  a  aay  or  two  ago.  when  he  delivered  It  to  me.  This 
tmm  be  BT  apolofry  for  the  delay  of  ihii  answer. 
fc  jfetua  me  great  pleasure  to  know,*   Mr.   Hopkinson* 

"%mmm^  rf  mf  TW*.'  Mn.  Fremont. 


lek  at.  9>^f*  srt  ^^m  Cobteo,  Md  birr  fmtkr  <J  IW  I'   S.  Cwtat  Cowt 


114  ALKXANDKR   HAMILTON 

has  undcrtnkcn  to  write  the  life  ofCicnl.  Hamilton,  not  nniv 
because  his  tine  talents  will  enable  him  to  do  justice  to  the 
work,  but  bfiause  he  ailmired.  in  common  with  even* 
American  patrint,  the  virtues,  and  the  distinguished  talents 
of  that  (  ireat  man. 

I  he  Contrait  which  I  made  with  Mr.  Wayne,  the  pub- 
lisher of  the  life  of  ( icn'l  Washington  was,  to  assign  the  copy- 
rights of  the  work  to  him,  and  to  receive  from  him  one  dollar 
per  volume,  for  e\erv  volume  subscribed  for,  or  sold  durin); 
the  |HriiKl  c»f  rhr  copvright.  I  his  dollar  per  \olume  wa* 
e(|ually  divided  betwrtn  C  fustier  Marshall.*  thr  auth'jr, 
&  myself.  I  heit-  vvrre  7000  mpics  subscriln-d  f«>r,  and 
Mr.  Marshall  and  myself  rectivcd  from  Mr.  Wayne  the 
amount  caU  ulating  it  at  a  dolbr  each  volume.  I  thmk  that, 
as  til  all  s.iU  s  that  vicre  made  ovrr  that  numln-r,  we  made  a 
compromisf  with  .Mr.  Wayne  &  receivtd  from  him  54000. 
I  shniild  c-x|M'cr  that  a  contract  of  this  nature  would  be  as 
favorable  to  vou  as  you  could  ex|H-ct  to  make. 

I  dfi  not  know  whether  I  have  ever  yet  acknowledged  my 
obligaritm  to  you  for  the  seeds  you  were  m>  gfMKi  as  to  send 
me;  if  I  have  not.  pt*rmit  me  now  to  do  it,  and  to  assure  ^'ou 
that  my  silence  did  nor  prmeed  from  unthankfulness  for  the 
favor.  The  corn  met  my  approbation  m>  fully  that  I  shall 
plant  the  wh(»le  of  rnv  crop,  at  (»ne  farm,  next  year,  of  that 
kind      It  crimes  very  early.  &  the  ear  is  c»f  grMnl  site. 

Present  my  Inst  reij;irds  \"  wishes  to  mv  favourite  Kliza' 
and  Inrlieve  me,  gtMnl  friend,  that  nothing  could  afford  me  a 
higher  gratification  than  to  pass  a  day  or  two  with  you  and 
her  at  the  (irange--l  have  not  heard  of  or  from  William' 
since  he  went  into  the  wilderness. 

The  familv  of  my  niece  and  Mr.  WcMKllawn  are  all  well, — 
Frances  not  vet  married,  but  all  in  giMnl  time.  She  is  a 
charming  girl,  as  is  her  sister  '\i:ni  s,  now  nearly  gri>wn  up. 
Mrs.  Washington's  health  is  much  the  same  as  \%hen  )-ou 

'('*:•(    J  J»!»   r     f    .-r.    Ml-*'  *;.  r...i''x'..     «c.:    ■«  .,     «".        I   .fr    V    Uftthtf^rttm.* 

Ilr  ••:4<-  B     M..?-.     /!•..<    •:   rir     r  «•  :r.«.  •  X  tr,,  Iir,t,fc»;  in  %..flh  SfnT***.  ■" 
•  llrf   %  »..f.^*I  ■li.jff.iff   M"»     M    ..» 
•Ilcf  H€i  V\....A..  -'.»:■*■•« 
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wv  bcrvi  the  yrt  continues  to  retire  from  company  at  home 

I  am  wkti  •tniitncnts  of  Mttero,  respect  and  regard, 
Mjr  dear  Madam, 

Yr.  friend  and  faithful  humb,  serv. 

BuftHXOD  WAaHINCTON. 

!■  1S49  the  Hamilton  MSS.  were  purchased  by  the  govern- 
tmeoL  From  the  time  of  her  husband's  death  almost  to  her 
in  1854  Mn.  Hamilton  was  constantly  engaged  in 
[  0  the  leading  Federalists  all  over  the  country  and 
I  ioqntries  to  enable  her  to  ascertain  all  the  facts  she 
wmM.  Buiilei  corresponding  she  made  long  jounwrys  to 
onyOH  her  quest  with  more  or  less  success.  She  wrote  to 
hi  il^lll  Tin     Holly,  in  Philadelphia,  in  1832: 

**1  h>*c  my  fears  I  shall  not  obtain  my  object.  Most  of 
Ar  eoaieaponria  of  your  father  have  also  passed  away.  1 
hsiv  MBce  you  left  this,  seen  Mr.  S.  Kane,  he  is  doing  all  he 
am,  m  i*  Mr.  Oymer. " 

f  befocc  her  deadi  a  friend  wrote  as  follows:   "The 
r  of  AlcxatMicr  Hamilton  has  reached  the  great  age  of 
e  ai>d  retains  in  an  astonishing  degree  her  faculties 
I  with  much  of  that  eau-  and  brilliancy  which 
iar  a  charm  to  her  younger  days.     And  then. 
;  the  compliments  and  congratulations  of  the 
I  ttpon   her    visitors  taking  a    merry  glass   from 
I  Waahingloo'i  punch  bowl,  which,  with  other  por- 
MM  0t  km  able  let,  remains  in  her  possession."     At  this 
I  great  deal  of  physical  vigor,  walking  from 
:  in  H  Street  to  visit  her  old   frirnd,  Judge 
:  mile*  away,  on  Capitol  Hill,  in  the  dry  of 
Her  last  illness  was  a  comparatively  short  one, 
I  a  ftm  days  before  her  death  her  mind  was  perfcaly 
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Mrs.  Hamilton  could  never  forget  the  behavior  of  Monroe 
when  he,  with  Muhlenberg  and  Venables,  accused  Hamilton 
of  financial  irregularities  at  the  time  of  the  Reynolds  incident. 
Many  years  afterward,  when  they  were  lM)ih  aged  people, 
Monroe  visited  her  and  an  interview  <K*curred  which  wa% 
witnessed  by  a  nephew,  who  was  then  a  lad  of  fifteen.  "I 
had,"  he  says,  *'  been  sent  to  call  u|>on  my  Aunt  Hamilton  one 
afternoon.  I  found  her  in  her  garden  and  was  there  with 
her  talking,  when  her  maid  servant  came  from  the  hou&e  with 
a  card.  It  was  the  card  of  lames  Monroe.  She  read  fhe 
name,  and  stiMnl  holding  the  card,  much  perturbed.  Her 
voice  sank,  and  she  s|M>ke  very  low,  as  she  always  did  when 
she  was  angry.  'What  has  that  man  come  to  see  me  for.'' 
esi-a|H-d  frciin  her.  'Why,  Aunt  Hamilton/  said  I»  *don*t 
\tni  know,  it*s  Mr.  MonrtK-,  and  he*s  been  President,  and 
hv  is  \isiting  here  now  in  th<-  neighlM»rh(MMl,  and  has  been  %erv 
much  nude  of,  and  invited  everywhere,  and  so— I  suppose  he 
has  ionie  to  iall  and  pay  his  res|H'cts  to  you.*  After  a  mfv 
mint's  hesitation,  *  I  will  see  him.'  she  said. 

**  The  maid  went  back  to  the  house*,  my  aunt  followed, 
walkint:  rapidly,  I  aftrr  her.  As  she  entered  the  parlor 
Monr«K-  rosr.  She  sumhI  in  the  middle  <>f  the  room  facing 
him.  .she  ilid  nf)t  ask  him  to  sit  down.  He  bowed,  and  ad- 
drrssing  her  formally,  made  her  rather  a  set  speech — that  it 
was  many  years  since  the  y  had  met,  that  the  lapse  of  time 
brought  its  softining  iyfluenct-s,  that  they  l>oth  were  nearing 
the  grave,  when  pa^t  dirtVrmcrs  could  be  forgiven  and  for- 
rotten  -  in  short.  frf»m  his  ixiint  <»f  virvv,  a  very  nice,  o>nci- 
li.ifory,  vvrll-turned  little  sjMrih.  .^he  answered,  still  stand* 
in::,  and  l<Miking  at  him,  'Mr.  Monrtte,  if  you  have  o>me  to 
till  inr  rbat  you  n  |Hnt,  th.it  vi»u  are  snrrv.  i#fv  sorrv.  for 
tlu-  ini^n  pr<  si-ntations  and  (hr  sl.indi-rs,  and  the  stories  \«)u 
circulatf  il  against  mv  di  .ir  husband,  if  vou  have  come  to  %j\ 
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dai.  1  understand  it.  But,  otherwise,  no  lapse  of  time,  no 
■ramcu  to  the  grave,  makes  any  difference.'  She  stopped 
■peaking,  Monroe  turned,  took  up  his  hat  and  left  the  room, " 
In  diis  connccrion  it  may  be  said  that  the  oft-repeated 
story  of  the  meeting  of  Mrs.  Hamilton  and  Aaron  Burr, 
many  yvars  later  on  an  Albany  steamhoai.  is  a  Bction,  but  it 
wms  probably  suggested  by  the  .Monroe  incident. 


CHAPTER  V 

COURTSHIP  AND  MARRIAGE 

The  years  from  1779  to  1783  included  2  most  interesting 
period  of  American  history,  and  in  this  brief  space  a  number 
of  events  occurred  which  not  only  directly  concerned  Hamil- 
ton, but  also  his  father-in-law.  In  the  late  spring  of  1780 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  captured  Charleston  and  returned  10 
New  York,  leaving  Cornwallis  in  command,  who  reorgan- 
ized the  British  forces  and  defeated  (lates  at  Camden  in  Sep* 
tcmber  of  that  year,  putting  the  latter  to  inglorious  flight. 
Kvcn  Greene,  who  was  considered  the  best  general  of  the 
American  army,  and  who  had  been  sent  to  succeed  Gates, 
was  twice  defeated,  once  at  (luilford  Courthouse  and  again 
at  Hobkirk  Courthouse,  in  South  Carolina.  Later  Corn- 
wallis proceeded  northward,  making  a  junction  with  Arnold, 
who  had  espcjused  the  British  cause  and  escaped  to  the  man- 
of-war  Fulturf  after  eluding  Hamilton  who  was  sent  to  capt- 
ure him  near  West  Point.  .Arnold,  however,  was  sent  Co 
New*  ^'ork  to  join  Clinton  who  had  become  alarmed.  Wash- 
ington, whose  gTKKl  generalship  was  always  evident,  with  the 
aid  of  Rochambeau,  made  a  pretended  assault  upon  that 
city,  with  the  result  that  Clinton  was  so  embarrassed  that  he 
hastily  sent  to  Cornwallis,  l>egging  for  additional  help.  The 
next  step  was  the  ad\ancc  of  the  American  army  into  \*ir- 
ginia  where,  with  the  co-<>perati<in  of  the  French  fleet  under 
I)e(frasse  and   the   French   allies  under   Rcxrhambeau,  the 

attack  was  made  upon  Cornwallis  who  had  inuenched  him- 

118 


COURTSHIP  AND  MARRIAGE  119 

•rtf  Ji  Yorkiown.  Ii  is  hardly  necessary  to  refer  to  the  lur- 
Rttder  <^  the  brave  English  leader,  or  ihe  details  of  the  siege 
or  faatde;  suffice  it  to  say  that  Hamilton's  conduct  had  tnuch 
■>4owitfa  the  success  of  the  American  forces,  and  gained  for 
!■■  B  gym  deal  of  his  military  reputation. 

1  was  yet  in  New  York,  but  the  Patriot  army,  still 
r  reduced  by  its  btc  experience,  preferred  to  play  a 
g  game,  and  no  attack  was  made.  Meanwhile  General 
Sttwjiti  had  been  active  in  the  north,  but  through  a  con- 
f  mnd  the  action  uf  an  incompetent  and  prejudiced 
,  he  w*M  suspended  and  deprived  of  his  command 
hf  Gmt*. 

by  Sdniyler*!  partially  accomplished  work, 
forced  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne;  he,  however. 
dnanRly  met  with  reverses  and  his  own  triumph  was 
Aim  I  liml  \\'hen  puffed  up  with  ambiiion  he  later  at- 
wm^ttA  Dot  only  to  undermine  and  supplant  Washington 
■idk  fhc  bdp  of  the  notorious  Conway  Cabal,  but  essayed 
r  role  which  was  a  failure,  and  was  subsequently 
Aj  defeated  by  Cornwallit.  In  this  connection 
by  General  Schuyler  to  Hamilton  throws 
^Kii  E^t  upon  the  disordered  state  of  affairs  in  the  upper 
an  of  cfac  State  of  New  York. 

PkUif  Sehuytrr  to  AlfxarUrr  Hamilton 

Sakatuca,  .VmvMtwr  ii.  tjfW. 

Mr  DtAR  Sni:  Both  your  favors  of  the  1 7th  and  izA  I  had 
hs  pimnre  to  receive  about  the  latter  end  of  the  month, 
mat  ghidi  this  place  has  been  a  scene  of  Confusion  and  dis- 
■o^the  Inhabitants  lying  f*''  shelter  to  the  Interior  pan  of 
k>  MBM,  and  the  Militia  moving  up  with  a  tardiness  which 
kM  i^vcn  mc  more  real  Concern  tnan  the  Enemy's  depre- 
Immi  have  done,  as  It  evinces  either  disaffection  in  too 
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many,  or  that  they  arc  heartily  tired  of  the  Contests.     I 
fear  there  is  tiK)  much  of  both. 

I  hope  (leneral  (ireen  will  reach  Virginia  in  time  to  Col- 
lect a  body  of  trcKips  and  brine  matters  into  proportion  be- 
fore the  troops  you  suspect  to  be  destined  from  N  ^'ork  for 
Virginia  arrive  there,  as  by  the  affair  of  the  l6th  of  August 
(len.  (lates  has  lost  the  command  in  that  quarter,  I  Consider 
rather  favorable  to  us,  for  certain  I  am  that  his  want  of 
abilities  would  have  proved  extremely  prejudicial  to  us,  I 
sincerely  wish  he  may  never  command,  at  any  Importam 
post. — 

The  disaster  which  the  British  have  experienced  in  the 
Spanish  dominions  on  this  amtinent  will  1  hope  rid  Spain 
of  her  fears  and  Induce  unanimity  in  the  Court  of  Madrid.' 
A  peace  at  this  juncture  between  Spain  and  Britain  would 
very  Materiaiy  Injure  our  cause. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  find  that  a  certain  expedition 
was  not  agreeable  to  Count  I)e  R(K*hambeau  and  the  more 
so  as  I  know  how  Impracticable  It  is  to  prosecute  one  with- 
out the  immediate  aid  of  the  French  troops.  I  believe  the 
(lallic  commander  has  private  Instructions  to  the  Contrary, 
otherwise  I  think  he  would  not  forego  a  cfimmand  in  which 
he  would  reap  many  laurels  with  little  trouble,  for  as  to  suc- 
cess It  appears  to  me  that  would  have  been  l)eyond  a  doubt. 
—  The  reduction  <if  Canada  since  the  Indians  are  generally 
lH*come  hostile  is  a  matter  certainly  of  the  first  Importance, 
as  we  shall  have  no  alternative  left  in  the  ensuing  Campaign 
but  that  of  abandoning  the  present  frontiers  from  Virginia 
to  New  Hampshire  Inclusive,  or  keeping  a  body  of  troops  for 
their  protection  ec|ual  to  the  Conquest  of  Canada. 

I  was  on  the  p>int  of  commencing  my  Journey  to  Hartford 
when  the  british  on  Lake  Champlain  a  secimd  time  reached 
this  (]uarter,  that  and  their  mancruvre  on  the  (irants  prr- 
\ented  me  from  prosecuting  It,  and  It  is  now  too  late.  Mr. 
ItenMin'  paid  me  a  visit  a  few  days  before  he  set  out  for 
Hartford.      The  conversation  we  had  together  I  hope  will 

•  I><  rr%vfw«  in  l?w  \\  f  ^!  lr.l*n  AmJ  cl«ri 


COURTSHIP  AND  MARRIAGE  121 

i  ■>  public  utility.     He  is  strongly  Impressed  with  the 
f  of  Immediately  and  permanently  compleating  the 
MWKf,  and  oT  another  matter  which  I  formerly  mentioned  to 
J<M.     Bod)  appear  to  mr  so  necessary  that  I  form  no  great 

Tctations  from  the  first  without  the-  latter. 
have  adris^  the  C^vernor  to  call  the  Aftsemhly  at  any 
^mIt  dar.  I  think  It  of  great  importano:  that  a  hnal  sur- 
■OMcr  Moold  be  made  Mith  the  people  on  the  ( Grants,  llicy 
aic  capablf  of  nrti^thening  the  army  and  aiding  In  the  de- 
it  Alt  pontoons,  and  I  do  not  despair  of  rendering  them 
'  ia  booi  ways.  If  I  can  bring  the  legislature  to  adopt  my 

Be  aaund  that  we  shall  be  happy  to  see  the  Gentlemen 
ywm  racmion.  and  such  others  as  )'ou  may  bring  with  you. 

Mr«.  Schuyler  joins  me  in  the  most  affectionate  wishes. 
Adieu.      I  am  Dear  Sir  Most  Sincerely, 

^'our  scr*-.  etc. 

0*x  IfamUton.  ■'"  ScHUVLER. 

The  "grants"  here  referred  to  were  those  allotted  to  the 
by  Goscnjor  Wentworth,  the  territory   being   that 
di  now  fbrmi  the  Staien  of  New  Hamp»hite  and  Wrmont, 
at  ilut  early  tiiiK  was  a  disputed  region  not  compiivd  in 
bada  deeded  to  New  York  by  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
I  lying  above  the  division  line. 
'•  duties  were  most  engrossing,  and  the  available 
that  passed  between  him  and  his  superiors 
makes  us  woruler  that  he  found  timi-  for  any 
dotiacuui'u  whatever.     It  appears  thai  he  was  sent 
ct   Rochambeau.  and  again  was  despatched  to  West 
■D  capcurr  Benedict  .Arnold,  while  his  connection  with 
id  of  Major  Andre  at  about  the  same  time  shrnvs  that 
were    numerous   and    impcjnani.      However,    be 
It  opportunity  to  fall  in  love  with  Mi«  Kli/a- 
Sdmyfef,  who  was  the  second  of  the  (.icncral's  daugh- 
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ters,  a  girl  of  about  his  own  age,  she  having  been  born 
in  1757. 

In  the  winter  of  1779  80  Washington  was  for  the  second 
time  encamped  at  Morristown,  under  very  much  better  con- 
ditions than  when  he  was  there  previously,  and,  thanks  to 
the  provisions  made  by  Roben  Morris  and  General  Schuyler 
and  the  help  afforded  by  France,  the  troops  were  better  dad 
and  housed,  although  there  was  still  great  destitution  and, 
later*  great  discontent.  This,  in  measure,  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  they  had  not,  for  a  long  time,  been  paid,  and  a 
mutinous  spirit  was  engendered  which  had  been  taken  ad« 
vantage  of —without  any  success,  however — by  British  eaii»» 
saries. 

In  spite  of  all  this,  as  well  as  the  proximity  of  the  British, 
who  came  over  from  Staten  Island  to  Elizabethtown,  there 
may  bv  said  to  have  been  a  breathing  spell  for  the  Utile 
American  army. 

Washington  and  his  officers,  despite  their  dtsoomfoR  and 
sufferings,  managed  to  extract  a  considerable  amount  of 
pleasure  from  life,  and  there  appears  to  have  been  a  great 
deal  of  gayet)',  which  was  panicipated  in  by  a  merry  col- 
lection of  young  people,  among  whom  were  the  Frenchmen 
attached  to  head-quarters. 

(fovernor  William  Livingston,  who  had  befriended  Ham* 
ilton  upon  his  arrival  in  America  in  1772,  occupied  his  larjet 
comfortable  house  known  as  Libert)'  Hall  at  Elizabethtown* 
which  ^as  built  in  1776.  With  him  were  his  pretty  daugb* 
ters,  one  of  whom,  Sarah,  married  John  Jay,  and  the  young* 
est.  Kittv,  who  was  an  attached  friend  of  Klizabeth  Schuj- 
ler.  I  hrse  charming  young  women  with  their  neighbors. 
Lady  Kitty  Stirling  and  her  sister,  and  Susan  Roudinoc,  vied 
with  each  other  in  making  the  routine  life  of  the  young 
armv  officers  more  l>earable. 
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In  the  neighborhood  were  ihc  quarirrs  of  Generals  Greene, 
Cm»,  Philip  Schuyler,  and  Surgcun-Genrral  Cochran. 

Routs  and  balls  were  comnuHi,  and  the  tetters  of  the  time 
drail  in  the  quaint  )t)'le  of  the  period  much  of  the  camp 
pwip.  The  military  family,  at  it  was  called,  of  Washing- 
an  planned  many  entertainments,  and  the  chief  spirits  were 
Haoultnn,  Tilghman,  and  McHenry. 

On  March  18,  1780,  McHenry  wrote  to  Hamilton,  who 
hid  been  Km  off  to  exchange  prisoners: 

Tbe  family  since  your  depanurc  have  given  hourly  proofs 
of  a  jrwring  weakness.  Kxample  I  verily  believe  is  in- 
fcctious.  For  such  a  predominance  is  beauty  establishing 
vtwt  thcii  hearts,  that  should  things  continue  to  wear  as  sweet 
■■  aipeci  as  they  are  now  beheld  in,  I  shall  be  the  only  per- 
MB  wt,  of  the  whole  household,  to  support  the  dignity  of 
IfeaKm  nacure.  But  in  good  earnest  Ciod  bless  both  you, 
tad  your  weakness,  and  preserve  me  your  sincere  friend. 

The  VkoRite  de  Chastellux,'  afterward  marquis,  was  one 
of  dke  many  French  noblemen  who  risked  their  lives  in  the 
War  of  Independence,  and  have  left  u*  unique  impressions 
flf  the  men,  manners,  and  customs  of  that  period,  and  cs- 
r  of  the  Morristown  encampment. 
I  the  winter  of  1 780  he  took  advantage  of  the  lull  in 
>  p>  on  a  journey  from  his  (xtst  in  Rhode  Island 
t  General  Washington  at  his  head-quarters  in  Mor- 
,  then  10  visit  General  Schuyler  at  Albany,  and  to 
A»  rarioua  scenes  of  the  struggles  in  which  he  himself 
had  mat  participated. 

Bad  weather,  still  worse  roads,  the  intense  cold,  and  difli- 
adoea  ia  obtaining  shelter  for  man  and  beast  could  nut 
^■ipca  his  spirits,  or  lessen  hi*  interest  in  all  he  heard  and 


124  ALKXANDER  HAMILTON 

saw,  and  it  inav  he  the  contrast  with  the  forlorn  outer  world 
that  prompu-il  him  to  give  so  vivid  a  picture  of  the  home 
comforts  anil  pleasant  intimacy  that  he  found  at  Morriscown. 

Amongst  other  delightful  comments  upon  his  arrival  and 
welcome  he  descrilu-s  the  first  dinner  and  says:  ''I  adapt 
myself  very  well  to  the  Knglish  loasl;  one  has  very  small 
glasses — one  |Miurs  for  oneself  the  (|uantity  of  wine  desired 
without  being  urged  to  take  more,  and  the  toast  is  but  a  kind 
of  refrain  to  the  conversation**;  and  again:  '*l  observed  that 
at  dinner  the  toasts  were  more  ceremonious:  some  were  for 
etiquette,  others  were  suggested  by  the  (leneral  and  named 
by  whiche\er  aide-de-camp  was  doing  the  honors;  for  every 
dav  one  of  them  sits  at  the  end  of  the  table  beside  the  (ien- 
eral  in  order  to  help  all  the  ilishes  and  dole  out  the  bottles; 
nc»w,  that  night  the  toasts  wire  called  by  Colonel  Hamilton 
and  he  g:i\e  them  just  as  they  occurred  to  him*  haphazard 
and  informally, 

**At  the  end  nf  supper  the  guests  are  always  asked  to  give  a 
itntimerA^  that  is,  anv  woman  to  whimi  they  may  be  attached 
by  some  sentiment,  either  lo\c',  friendship,  or  simple  prefer- 
ence. Ibis  sup|H-r  or  cimversation  lasts  from  nine  to  eleven 
at  night,  always  easy  and  agreeable." 

Notwithstanding  Chastellux's  smries  of  the  prfxligality  of 
Washington's  table,  and  the  apparent  luxurious  mode  of  life 
during  his  visit,  it  may  Ik*  stated  on  the  authority  of  Trr- 
velyan  that  the  entire  cost  of  maintaining  the  Head-quarters' 
StjfT,  and  the  obligator)'  hospitality  to  outsiders  during  four 
and  one-half  months,  and  of  a  hungr>'  army  for  the  same 
tune,  was  less  than  £  $00. 

\Vashingtf>n*s  head-<|uarters  were  in  the  old  Jacob  Ford 
place.     According  to  Lf>ssing*  the  (leneral  and  his  family 
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occupied  the  whole  of  the  house  except  two  rooms  on  the 
eastern  lifle  which  were  resened  for  Mrs.  Ford  and  her 
famdy.  Two  log  additions  made  to  the  house  were  used  as 
a  kitchen,  and  a*  an  office  for  Washington,  Ttlghman.  and 
Hamiltim,  while  near  the  head-quarters  were  huts  erected  for 
dM  life  guard,  then  commanded  by  General  William  Colfax, 
who  had  succeeded  Caleb  Gibbs. 

Hamilton't  love-making  was  evidently  pursued  with  the 
tMmt  acti%it)'  as  everything  else  he  did,  and  his  addresses,  as 
was  the  fashion  of  the  day,  necessitated  a  vast  expenditure  of 
paper,  ink.  and  bloning  sand ;  and  some  of  his  characteristic 
t  are  presented.  His  attentions  10  Miss  Schuyler  met 
I  the  hearty  approval  of  her  father,  who  wrote  to  him  as 


Yoa  cannot  my  dear  Sir,  be  more  happy  at  the  connection 
«a  have  made  with  my  family  than  I  am.  Until  the  child 
of  a  parent  has  made  a  judicious  choice  his  heart  is  in  con- 
I  anxiety;  but  this  anxiety  was  removed  the  moment  I 
red  on  whom  she  had  placed  hrr  affections.  1  am 
I  with  every  instance  of  delicacy  In  those  who  are 
e,  and  I  diink  I  read  your  soul  on  that  occasion  you 
I  ihall  therefore  only  entreat  you  10  consider  me 
t  who  wUhe*  in  every  way  to  promote  your  happiness, 

Shonly  after  this  he  wrote  tu  his  future  mother-in-law  the 


JUmsnJrr  Hamilton  to  Mrs.  Philip  SikuyUr 

Madam:  The  indosed  letter  came  to  hand  two  days  ago, 
■■J  I  cake  the  earliest  opportunity  of  forwarding  ii.  I 
aaaot  ferhear  indulging  my  feelings,  bv  entreating  you  to 
tecKpC  the  aauirances  of  my  gratitude  for  lour  kind  com- 
iAmke  with  my  wishes  10  he  united  to  vur  amiable  daughter. 

.  .  1  leave  it  to  my  conduct   rather   than  cxptevsions  to 
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testify  the  sincerity  of  my  affection  for  her — the  respect  I 
have  for  her  parents — the  desire  1  shall  always  feel  to  justify 
their  conhdence  and  merit  their  friendship.  May  1  hope 
Madam,  you  will  not  amsidcr  it  as  mere  profession,  when  I 
add,  that  though  I  ha\c  not  the  happiness  of  a  personal  ac- 

3uainunce  with  you,  1  am  no  stranger  to  the  qualities  which 
istioguish  your  character— and  these  make  the  relation  in 
which  I  shall  stand  to  you,  not  one  of  the  least  pleasing  cir* 
cumstances  of  my  union  with  your  daughter.  My  heart  an- 
ticipates the  sentiment  of  that  relation  and  wishes  to  give 
you  proof  of  the  res|K>ctful  and  affectionate  atuchment  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  l>c 

Madam 

Yours 

til         A     I        o  Alexandfh  Hamilton. 

Hd.  qr.  April  14.  80. 

But  few  letters  remain  which  enable  us  to  mark  the  ad- 
vance of  Hamilton's  wooing,  but  a  little  verse  is  in  my  pos- 
session which  was  found  in  a  tiny  bag  hanging  from  his  wife's 
neck  after  her  death,  and  which  she  had  evidently  always 
worn,  and  it  was  quite  probably  given  to  her  when  they 
together  this  winter.'  What  is  apparently  a  sonnet 
written  upon  a  piece  of  torn  and  yellow  paper,  fragments  of 
which  had  been  sewn  together  with  ordinary  thread. 

ANSWFR  TO  lift:   INQl'lRV   WHY  I  SIGHED 

Before  no  mortal  ever  knew 

A  Kive  like  mine  so  tender-true— 

Completely  wretched— you  away 

And  but  half  blessed  e'en  while  )ou  stay. 

If  present  love  (illegible]  faix 
Deny  vou  to  mv  fond  embrace 
No  jf»v  unmixed  my  lH)Mim  warms 
But  ^hen  my  angel's  in  my  arms.** 
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Tbr  Icrten  writttn  10  his  swMthcart  varied  much  in  their 
naiure — lomc  were  ardent  and  full  of  the  extravagant  lan- 
guage of  the  lime,  others  were  of  greater  interest  to  the  his- 
nocal  iTudent  of  to-day,  because  in  narrative  form  they  gave 
a  graphic  idea  of  the  happenings  at  this  important  period. 
It  M  impouiblc  to  separate  them,  and,  as  the  dates  are  some- 
mmt*  omitted,  identitication  is  difficult.  It  is  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  their  presentation  wilt  at  least  afford  some  idea 
of  what  Hamilton  felt  and  did  during  the  time  he  was  paying 
hH  addrcsics  to  Elizabeth  Schuyler. 

AUxanitr  Hamtltan  to  Elitabrth  Schu^er 

MouusTom*,  JtUy  i,  1780. 

I  have  been  waiting,  my  love,  for  an  opportunity  of 
Tiling  u  you  but  none  has  offered.  I  sit  down  to  have  a 
lime  ready  for  a  sudden  call  which  will  be  enclosed  to  Co|. 
Hmf.  Inc  cndoted  was  sent  to  you  at  Morristown,  but 
■Med  yoa,  at  it  contains  ideas  that  often  fX'cur  to  me  I  send 
il  MOW.  Lan  cvenine  Dr.  Cochran  delivered  me  the  dear 
Baca  jrou  wrote  me  trom  Nicholsons.  I  shall  impatiently 
kag  ID  bear  of  your  arrival  at  Albany  and  the  state  of  your 
bemich.  I  am  pcrfectiv  well  proof  against  anything  that 
CMi  aHnil  mine.  Wc  nave  no  change  in  our  affairs  since 
yoa  Itft  us.  1  should  regret  the  time  already  lost  in  inac- 
ttntjr  d  it  did  not  bring  us  nearer  to  that  sweet  reunion  for 
■kick  wc  to  ardendy  with.  I  never  look  forward  to  that 
period  without  aeiuations  I  cannot  dcscril>e. 

I  lD«e  fott  ii»ore  and  more  every  h«mr.  The  sweet  softness 
aad  ddicscy  of  your  mind  and  manners,  the  elevation  of  your 
aOMMMStSt  the  real  goodness  of  your  heart— tt«  tenderness 
m  «•— ihc  beauties  of  your  face  and  person— your  unpre- 
■adfaw  good  Mttfle  and  that  innocent  symplicity  and  frank- 
MB  whldi  pervade  your  actions,  all  these  appeat  to  me  with 
■caCMHig  Bintsbteness,  and  place  you  in  my  estimation  above 
iM^nmatytiar  kx. 
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I  entreat  yciu.  my  charmer,  not  to  neglect  the  char|»es  I 
pave  you,  particularly  that  of  taking  care  of  voursrlf  and  chat 
of  ernpUiying  all  your  leisure  in  reading.  Nature  has  hern 
\ery  kind  to  ymi,  do  not  neglect  to  cultivate  her  gifts  and  to 
enable  yoursrif  to  make  the  distinguished  figure  in  all  re- 
s|>ects  to  which  you  are  entitled  to  aspire,  ^'ou  excel  mott 
of  your  sex  in  all  the  amiable  qualities,  endea\or  to  excel  them 
equally  in  the  splendid  ones,  ^'ou  can  do  it  if  you  please, 
and  I  shall  take  pride  in  it,— It  will  be  a  fund  too  to  divcrttfy 
our  enj(»ynu'nt  and  amusements  and  fill  all  our  momencs  to 
advantage. 

I  ha\e  recei\rd  a  letter  from  Major  Laurens  soliciting  an 
inter\iew,  on  the  Pennsylvania  Houndarw  The  (iencral 
had  hair  consi-nted  m  its  taking  place.  1  hope  to  be  per- 
mitted to  meet  him,  if'  so  I  will  go  to  Philadelphia  and  then 
you  mav  depend.  I  shall  nnt  forget  the  picture  you  requested. 
Sours,  my  angel,  with  in\iolable  fidelity — 

Ai.i-x.  Hamilton. 

July  4 

It  is  now  the  fourth  and  no  opportunity  has  offered.  I 
open  my  letter  just  to  tell  you  your  Papa  has  been  unwell 
with  a  touch  of  the  Quinsy,  but  is  now  almost  perfecclv  re* 
covered.  He  hoiH-d  to  Ik*  at  Head  {Juarters  today,  lie  is 
eight  miles  off.  1  saw  him  last  evening  and  heard  from  him 
this  morning.  I  mention  this  least  you  should  hear  of  his 
indisposition  through  an  exaggerated  channel  and  be  un- 
necessarily alarmed. 

.Afft  itionjtelv  present  me  to  your  Mamma. 

.'\dieu  mv  love. 

The  engagement  of  Fli/abeth  Schuyler  cenainly  created  a 
stir  among  her  young  friends,  and  Kitty  Livingston,  a  boon 
companion,  in  a  letter  written  from  I^banon,  June  20,  1780, 
savs:  "  If  vou  should  see  the  Col.  present  my  complimencs  and 
tc-Il  him  I  ho|K-  to  see  him  on  the  Hanks  of  Hudson  near 
Claremont  where  Flora  shall  mix  his  Laurels  with  Flowers 
.*n«l  P«»m«»na  heap  him  with  fruit." 


COURTSHIP  AND  MARRIAGE  129 

HmmilKN)  and  Elizabeth  Schuyler  were  engaged  some 
UMUt  during  1 779.  but  were  separated  for  a  great  part  of  the 
tune,  and  the  counxhip  was  interrupted  by  long  journeys 
onJertakcn  by  him,  and  by  the  occurrence  of  important  cun- 
Sntaa%,  or  of  dramatic  events  of  the  most  thrilling  cbar- 
aCKT.'  He  had  been  sent  to  Perth  Amboy  to  exchangt 
priaaaert,  and  undoubtedly  the  social  courtesies  for  the  time 
pfrrailcd.  Doubtless  many  of  the  English  officers  who 
■oaatrd  Elizabeth  Schuyler  and  her  sister  had,  at  an  earlier 
pcriodt  anxptrd  General  Schuyler's  hospiuhty  at  Albany  or 
Saratoga. 

AlfxanJer  Hamilton  to  Eltzahflh  Hamilton 

AvBOV,  J/dr  17,  i;So. 
Iliumfar  aitcmann. 
Mr  DCAKliT  girl:  I  wrote  you  a  hasty  letter  two  days  ago, 
wmet  wbicti  I  have  had  the  happiness  of  hearing  you  were 
«dl  bjr  Coionel  Webb,'  and  did  not  forget  me  when  he  was 
eaawig  away.  Every  moment  of  my  stay  here  becomes  more 
aad  more  irkaomc,  but  I  hope  two  or  three  days  will  put  an 
cad  to  n.  Colonel  Webb  tclK  me  you  have  sent  for  a  car- 
fiigr  B  |o  10  Philadelphia.  If  you  should  go  out  before  I 
■ctanii  kavc  tbe  goodnesji  to  leave  a  line  informing  me  hrm- 
iHg  jmu  expect  to  be  there.  I  beg.  t<K),  you  will  not  suffer 
»mf  ewuidl ratiotM  respecting  me  to  prevent  vour  going,  for 
dnofh  tCwiU  be  a  tax  upon  mv  love  lu  part  with  you  so  long, 
I  wA  yoa  to  see  that  city  before  you  return.  It  will  afford 
jam  pleasure  and  whatever  docs  that  will  alwuyx  U-  mo^t 
l^vesblr  ID  me,  only  let  me  entreat  you  to  endeavor  not  in 
mMf  dKTC  km^r  than  the  amusements  of  the  place  inii-rest 
ysm  m  complaisance  to  friends,  for  you  muT^t  always  re- 
mtmha  yoax  best  friend  is  where  I  am.     If  possible,  and 


C<il<*H  lUf  *IU  lurvud  Ttiur  IrlUn  tii  mr  " 


130  ALKXANDER  HAMILTON 

you  give  me  your  consent,  I  shall  tr}*  to  make  a  short  visit 
to  the  city  while  you  are  there»  but  it  is  very  uncertain 
whether  I  shall  be  able  to  do  it.  If  I  were  not  afraid  of 
making  you  vain,  I  would  tell  you  that  Mrs.  Carter/  Pcgr>'' 
and  yourself  are  the  daily  toast  at  our  table,  and  for  this 
honor  you  are  chiefly  indebted  to  the  British  gentlemen; 
though,  as  I  am  always  thinking  of  you»  this  naturally  brinn 
Pegg)'  to  my  mind,  who  is  generally  my  toast.  Captain 
Reebe*  is  here  and  talks  of  her  sometimes,  but  I  will  rK>t  give 
my  consent  to  his  being  her  favorite.  I  do  not  think  nim 
clever  enough  for  her.  He  sings  well  and  that  is  all.  Your 
little  Delancey*  is  not  <}f  the  party.  I  am  told  he  is  a  pretty 
fellow.  I  have  learned  a  secret  by  coming  down  here.  Our 
interview  is  attended  with  a  gcKnl  deal  of  sociability  and  good 
humor,  but  I  begin,  notwithstanding,  to  be  dred  of  our 
British  friends.  They  do  their  best  to  be  agreeable  and  arc 
particularly  civil  to  me,  but,  after  all,  they  are  a  compound 
of  grimace  and  jargon  and,  out  of  a  certain  fashionable  rou- 
tine, are  as  dull  and  empt}'  as  any  gentlemen  need  to  be. 
One  of  their  principal  excellencies  consists  in  swallowing  a 
large  quantity  of  wine  every  day,  and  in  this  I  am  lo  un- 
fortunate that  I  shall  make  no  virt  of  figure  with  them.  You 
must  not  think  me  prejudiced,  for  the  picture  is  a  true  one.' 

AlfxanJrr  //ami/for;  /o  tAixahrth  Sihuslff^ 

m 

Most  people  here  are  groaning  under  a  \ery  disagreeable 
piece  of  intelligence  just  come  from  the  southward,  that 
(fates  has  had  a  total  defeat  near  Camden,  in  S4)uth  Caro- 
lina. 

Curnwallis  and  he  met  in  the  night  of  the  fifteenth,  by  acci- 
dent, marching  to  the  same  point.  The  advancxd  guards 
skirmished,  and  the  two  armies  halted  and  formed  till  mon>- 

'  Ar.KrIkA  O.urch  (ihm  r«Ttrr). 

*'|hn  kttrrrtk-lT.t..     r— «rd  that  «r;7:f  n  (  \  J^r  ««  M.  Ilrxu)!.  Man  h  ■A.HTpll> 
*"  lUmilt'c/ft  \\    re*  -    J    C     ii  ..  ^.^    I.  |.    |N^ 
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tng.  In  the  morning,  2  battle  ensued,  in  which  the  mititia, 
and  Gates  with  them,  immediately  ran  away,  and  left  the 
Condnemal  troops  to  contend  with  the  enemy's  whole  force. 

They  did  it  obstinjtely,  and  probably  are  most  of  them  cut 
off.  Gam,  however,  who  writes  to  Congress,  seems  to  know 
wry  little  what  has  become  of  his  army.  He  showed  that  age 
UM  the  long  labors  and  fatigues  of  a  military  life  had  not  in 
tlw  lean  impaired  his  activity,  for  in  the  three  davs  and  a 
half  he  reached  Hilteborough,  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles 
from  the  scertc  of  action,  leaving  all  his  troops  to  take  care  of 
thcfluelvet,  and  get  out  of  the  scrape  as  well  as  they  could. 

He  ha*  confirmed,  in  this  instance,  the  opinion  I  always 
had  of  him.  This  event  will  have  very  serious  consequences 
10  the  toutfaward.  People's  imaginations  have  already  given 
■B  Nonh  Caroliiu  and  Virginia;  hut  I  do  not  believe  cither 
at  fhcm  win  fall.  I  am  certain  Virginia  cannot.  This  mis- 
ftwnme  tffects  me  less  than  others,  because  it  is  tK>(  in  my 
M^pcT  10  repine  at  evils  that  are  past,  but  to  endeavor  to 
4n»  good  out  of  them,  and  because  I  think  our  safety  de- 
pcmit  on  a  toul  change  of  system,  and  this  change  of  system 
««D  only  be  produced  by  misfortune. 

.\.  Hamilton. 

Benedict  Antold,  who  had  married  a  daughter  of  Kdward 
Shippen,  had  become  involved  in  debt  and  led  an  exirava- 
pM  lilir,  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  accused  of  qucs- 
!  fciuncial  opentioni  and  "di>ordetly  officijl  con- 
Having  been  taken  to  task  for  this,  an  aggrieved 
f  was  engendered  which  led  him  to  rc\cnge  himself 
[  treason  with  the  enemv.  and  every  one  is  too  fa- 
I  his  scheme  for  the  lictrayal  of  West  Point,  his 
I  of  Major  Andre,  and  with  the  pitiful  end  of  that 
t  and  gaHant  young  officer. 
No  bctirr  account  of  these  happenings  can  be  found  than 
■  Ac  two  following  letters  written  by  Hamilton,  which 
mmjF  be  repioducrd  as  examples  of  the  sensible  corrrspnn* 
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dcnce  in  which  Hamilton  and  Miss  Schuyler  indulgtd,  and 
shciwin^,  as  well,  that  she  was  quite  in  sympathy  with  all 
he  did,  and  quite  familiar  with  his  military  duties. 

AlixandfT  Hamilton  to  EUxaheth  Schuyler* 

Sepkmhtt  t$^  iTio 

Arnold,  hearing  of  the  plot  being  detected,  immediatriv 
fled  to  the  enemy.  I  went  in  pursuit  of  him,  but  was  much 
t<M)  late;  and  could  hardly  regret  the  disappointment*  when, 
on  nu  return,  I  saw  an  amiable  woman,  frantic  with  distress 
for  the  loss  i}(  a  husband  she  tenderly  loved;  a  traitor  to 
his  Country  and  to  his  fame;  a  disgrace  to  his  connexiofis; 
it  \%as  the  most  afft-cting  scene  I  ever  was  witness  to.  She, 
for  a  considerable  time,  entirely  lost  herself,  llie  General 
went  up  tn  see  her,  and  she  upbraided  him  with  being  in  a 
plot  to  murder  her  child.  One  moment  she  raved,  another 
she  melted  into  tears.  Sometimes  she  pressed  her  infant  to 
her  lx>s(im,  and  lamented  its  fate,  cKcasioned  by  the  impru- 
dence of  its  father,  in  a  manner  that  would  nave  pierced 
insensibility  itself  All  the  sweetness  of  beaut)',  all  the 
loxeliness  of  inmnence.  all  the  tenderness  of  a  wife,  and  all 
the  fondness  f»f  a  mother,  showed  themselves  in  her  ajK 
pearance  and  conduct.  We  ha\e  everv'  reason  to  believe, 
that  she  \sas  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  plan,  and  cliac 
the  first  knowledge  nf  it,  was  when  Arnold  went  to  tell  her 
he  must  banish  himself  from  his  countrv'  and  from  her  for- 
ever.    She  instantiv  fell  into  a  convulsion,  and  he  left  her 

0 

in  that  situation. 

This  morning  she  is  more  composed.  I  paid  her  a 
\isir,  anil  endea\oured  to  sfKithe  her  by  ever}'  method  in 
my  power;  though  you  mav  imagine  she  is  not  easily  to  be 
Kinsoled.  added  to  her  other  distresses,  she  is  S'ery  apprr* 
hrn^ive  the  resentment  of  her  country  will  fall  upon  her 
rwho  is  finlv  unfortunate)  for  the  guilt  of  her  husband. 

I  have  trird  to  p<  rvuade  her  that  her  fears  are  ill-founded, 
but  she  will   nor   Ik*  conxinced      She  received  us  in  bed« 

'       I!-kT.:!.-;%\\    Ti^       J    C    II    .vii    I.p    |S6 
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wftli  rmy  circunutancc  that  would  interest  our  (ympathy, 
and  her  luffmnn  were  so  eloquent,  that  I  wished  iri^'srlf 
Ikt  brother,  id  have  a  right  to  bei'ome  her  defender.  As 
It  is,  1  have  enirratcd  her  to  enable  me  to  give  her  proofs 

..of  mf  fiiendship.  Could  I  forgive  Arnold  for  sacnticing 
his  Inacmr,  reputatjon,  and  duty.  I  could  not  forgive  him 

_  far  actiag  a  pan  that  must  have  forfeited  the  esteem  of  so 
fiae  a  woman.  At  present  she  almost  forgets  his  crime  in 
him  wittonuneti  and  her  horror  at  the  guilt  of  the  traitor 
■i  loM  m  her  love  of  the  man.  But  a  vinuous  mind  cannot 
la*g  tmtPtm  a  bate  one ;  and  time  will  make  her  despise  if  it 
c^MM  mu>  i>n  M».  ^    Hamilton. 

Hamilton  was  probably  at  New  Windsor  when  the  fol- 
lowing  letnt  was  written,  which,  at  the  time,  was  occupied 
bjr  die  Amcriaui  Army : 

AUnaitder  Hamilton  fo  EUxaheth  Schuytfr 

(Writtoi  pnl*bif  b  Otlci^,  1 7S0  > 
I  hare  told  you  and  I  told  you  truly  that  i  love  you  too 
You  engross  my  thoughts  too  entirety  to  allow  me 
»  dwik  anything  die.  You  not  only  employ  my  mind  all 
day.  but  you  intrude  on  my  sleep.  I  meet  you  in  every 
dRSM  BM  when  I  wake  I  cannot  close  my  eyes  again  for 
IHHMdag  on  your  sweetness.  'Ti«  a  pretty  story  indeed 
An  I  an  lo  be  thus  monopolized  by  a  litdc  nut  brou.n  maid 
fikc  MMand  friNn  a  soldier  metamorphosed  into  a  puny  U>^er. 
I  hcMCvc  in  my  aoul  you  are  an  enchantress;  but  I  have  ined 
m  *an.  if  not  10  break,  at  least  lo  weaken  the  charm  and  you 
■■■■aBi  jntu  empire  in  spite  of  all  my  efforts  and  after  every 
9mm  oat  I  nuke  10  draw  myself  from  my  allegiancT.  my 
paraal  hcan  abU  returns  and  rlingt  to  you  with  intreaxd 
■■MEfcnntt.  To  drop  hgures  my  lovely  girl,  you  become 
4hiv  M  nw  rttTf  moment.  1  am  more  and  more  un- 
J  inpatient  under  the  hard  necevut)  that  keeps  me 
I  yoo,  and  yet  the  prospect  lengthens  as  I   advance. 
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Harrison  has  just  received  an  account  of  the  death  of  his 
Father  and  will  be  obliged  to  go  to  Virginia.  Meade's 
affairs  (as  well  as  his  love)  compel  him  to  go  there  also  in  a 
little  time.  There  will  then  remain  too  few  in  the  family  to 
make  it  possible  for  me  to  leave  it  till  Harrison's  return,  but  I 
have  told  him  /  will  not  he  delayed  beyond  November. 

Oct.  5th. 

P.  S.  I  promised  you  a  particular  account  of  Andre.  I 
am  writing  one  of  the  whole  affair  of  which  I  will  send  you  a 
copy. 

Indeed,  my  dear  Betsey,  you  do  not  write  me  often  enough. 
I  ought  at  least  to  hear  from  you  by  eveir  post,  and  your  last 
letter  is  as  old  as  the  middle  of  September.  I  ha%'e  written 
you  twice  since  my  return  from  Hartford.'  You  will  laugh 
at  me  for  consulting  you  about  such  a  trifle,  but  I  want  to 
know  whether  you  would  prefer  my  receiving  the  nuptial 
benediction  in  my  uniform  or  in  a  different  habit.  It  will 
be  just  as  you  please,  so  ainsult  your  whim  and  what  )*ou 
think  most  consistent  with  propriety.  .  .  .  Tell  my  Peggy 
I  will  sh'>rtly  open  a  correspondence  with  her.  I  am  com- 
po^ing  a  piece,  of  which,  from  the  opinion  I  have  of  her 
ciualihcations,  I  shall  endeavor  to  prevail  upon  her  to  act 
the  principal  character.  The  title  is  "The  way  to  grt  him, 
for  the  benefit  of  all  single  ladies  who  desire  to  be  married.  ** 
^'ou  will  ask  her  if  she  has  any  objections  to  taking  part  in 
the  piece  and  tell  her  that  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken  in  her,  1 
am  sure  she  will  have  none.  For  your  o\%'n  part,  )'our  bust- 
ness  is  now  to  study  the  way  to  keep  him,  which  is  said  to 
Ikt  much  the  most  difficult  task  of  tne  two,  though  in  your 
cave  I  thoroughly  believe  it  will  be  an  easy  one  and  that 
to  succeed  effectually  you  will  only  have  to  wish  it  sincerely. 
May  I  only  be  as  successful  in  pleasing  you,  and  may  you 
be  as  happy  as  I  shall  ever  wish  to  make  you. 

*  IKilferrv  ht  hftd  grjnr  to  mttt  RuchaffibcAU  oo  Srpcrmbrr  ii.  i7Sa 
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JlfManJtr  Hamilton  to  EUxahtth  Sthuylft* 

Tappan,  Ott   ad,  1780. 

Poor  Andre  suffers  today.  Evrryihing  that  is  amiable 
■I  nnae,  in  fortitude,  in  delicate  fcntimcni,  and  accom- 
pibfacd  manner*,  pleadi  for  him;  but  hard-hrancd  policy 
caBi  for  a  ucrifice.  He  inu»t  die. — I  send  you  my  account 
of  Arnold**  affair;  and  to  justify  myself  to  your  scnrimentii, 
1  mint  inform  you,  that  I  ur^  a  compliance  with  Andre's 
fcqaeat  to  be  thoi;  and  1  do  not  ihtnk  it  M-ould  have  had 
tm  M  dfcct;  but  ■ome  people  are  only  ivrntible  to  motive* 
ef  policy,  mnd  Kxnctiincs,  from  a  narrow  disposition,  mis- 
take k. 

WIma  Andre'*  tale  comes  to  be  told,  and  present  reseni- 
wKOt  i*  over;  the  rcfuiine  him  tbc  privilege  o(  choosing  the 
r  of  hii  death  will  be  branded  with   too   much   ob- 

I  to  iiK  to  suggest  to  him  the  idea  of  an 
(  tot  Arnold;  but  I  knew  I  should  have  forfeited 
bjr  doinfr  it,  and  therefore  dtclined  ii.  .Ai  a 
■Ml  of  booottr  be  nKjId  mn  but  rrjeit  it;  and  1  would  mrt 
far  dK  *Nitiil  have  proposed  to  him  a  thing  which  must  have 
ptatad  aw  on  the  uiumiable  light  of  supposing  him  capable 
of  maantmr  or  of  ttot  feeling  myself  the  impropriety  of  the 
urn  iwiri  1  confess  to  you,  I  had  the  weakness  to  value 
lAm  cHeciB  of  a  dying  man,  because  I  reverenced  his  merit. 
A.  Hamilton. 

TWfc  t*  fomc  doubt  about  the  date  of  the  marriage,  the 
g^Mcnl  OfWiion  being  that  it  occurred  in  I>ccember.  t7!to. 

N»  heUKS  pbce  could  have  hern  chosen  fi>r  this  happy 
wmm  dnn  ihe  pand  old  house  of  (lenctal  Schuyler,  huilt 
■i  1765.  whidi  ba*  been  to  «-ell  plaured  by  Chastellux 
amA  wlBcfc  ku  been  the  scer>e  of  so  many  interesting  epi- 
ibcin    the    fartwus    attempt    In    kidnap    its 
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owner  hy  Walrermcycr — and  the  dramatic  escape  of  hit 
daughter  Margaret  from  the  savages,  to  which  reference 
has  already  been  made.  It  was  during  the  Revolution, 
and  Inrfore,  visited  by  many  distinguished  people,  among 
them  Benjamin  Franklin,  Charles  Carroll,  de  Noailles, 
(veneral  St.  Clair,  Baron  Riedesel,  and  even  Burgoyne, 
who  enthusiastically  described  the  generous  hospttalicjr  of 
its  owner. 

But  little  remains  of  its  former  elegance  for*  like  many  old 
places,  it  has  suffered  through  the  ravages  of  time,  or  been 
encroached  upon  l)y  a  growing  city,  or  has  been  so  altered  at 
to  lose  its  characteristic  iharm  of  former  days.  There  i« 
little  to  carry  one  back  tr)  the  joyous  happenings  that  look 
place  within  its  walls  during  the  American  Revolution;  it  is 
at  present  rKcupied  by  .Sisters  of  Charity,  orphans,  and  the 
p<M>r  children  of  the  neighlMirhcxxl. 

The  house,  which  is  now  cKcupied  as  a  Catholic  school. 
and  surrounded  by  a  squalid  tenement  settlement,  refain% 
much  of  its  original  attractiveness.  .  .  .  It  is  built  of  yellow 
bri^k  On  each  side  of  the  hexagonal  vestibule  are  three 
wiiulnws;  abo\e  these  are  se\en  windows,  measuring  the 
unusual  breadth  nf  the  house. 

Within  is  a  spadnus  hall  sixt\'  feet  long,  to  which  the 
windows  nn  each  suie  of  the  dcM>r  give  light.  It  is  a  noble 
r<Mmi.  wainscotted  in  white.  I)«x>rs  lead  on  one  side  into 
the  sitfin^-r(M)m,  on  the  other  into  the  drawing-rooin, 
splendidly  li^hfrd.  with  deep  window-scats  and  bffoad 
mantels  handsomelv  car\ed.   .  .  . 

I  he  main  hall  is  divided  from  the  back  hall,  which  i« 
di\idf*d  bv  a  tine  oKi  colonial  d'Mir,  with  fan  and  tide  lights 
enriihrd  bv  delicate  tracerv,  and  making  an  attractive 
rcirurr  lif  the  larger  ball.  I  he  back  hall  fecei\*es  the 
sr.nrijsr.  not  nvirr  rniiarLaMr  for  its  historic  incidents 
fhjn  f'»r  thf  br.niritHI  ».'.%«*:«  •»!'  its  lines,  and  the  fine  car%- 

ini;  nf  Its  spUndld   bjllistf.iiie. 
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Bdtind  the  sitting-rocnn  is  the  dining-room.  th«  scene  of 
forxf  yean  of  eenerous  ho>pinlit>'.  On  ctic  other  side  the 
drawing-room  lead*  into  a  private  hall  and  a  room,  .  .  . 
that  wu  used  as  a  nursery.  Behind  this  was  the  library. 
Hen  tkerv  is  the  story  of  a  bricked-un  enclosure  which 
fermcrijr  led  to  a  subterranean  passage  m  connection  with 
dw  mcr.  to  be  used  in  case  of  surprise.  'I  he  staircase 
ksdc  ao  the  upper  hall.  .  .  .  This  was  used  as  a  ballroom. 
aad  on  either  side  are  the  chambers,  in  which  cluster  so 
naojr  hiatoric  reminiscences.' 

McHenry,  then  a  member  of  Washington's  stafT.  went 
•D  Albany  for  Hamilton's  wedding  and  wrote  these  verses, 
which  he  subsequently  sent  10  his  friend,  Oiho  Williams, 
OS  the  morning  after:* 

'TIS  loJd,  my  friend,  in  poets  lore. 
The  muse  has  an  cxhaustless  store 
From  which  she  draws  with  wond'rous  skill 
Of  choicest  fancies  what  she  will. 
With  these  she  decks  the  heroes'  hearve. 
Or  forms  with  the*c  immortal  verse- 
Last  night  I  sought  her  dear  retreat 
And  laid  me  at  ihr  fjir  one's  feet. 
She  knew  my  errand,  swaj'd  her  wand. 
Then  pointed  10  a  rising  stand, 
From  whence  the  fair)-  world  was  *een 
And  vou  embosomed  with  your  {Juecn. 
(Ai  Oius  ye  lay  the  happiest  pair 
A  roty  scent  enriched  the  air 
While  to  a  music  softly  sounding 
Breathing,  panting,  sluw.  rcb<junding) 
Los-c  arose  with  pow'rful  tpcll. 
Hence,  he  cried,  to  dismal  dell 
Imps  who  haunt  the  gloomy  breaw 
Ever  jealous — never  blest; 

IfBa."  p   «,  t>»  Mwj  \i»y  Itvn- 
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This  is  ground  for  holv  feet 
Here  the  sports  and  pleasure  nieet. 
Then  in  whispers  caueht  the  ear 
What  the  gifted  only  hear. 
"Chains  of  Priests  or  modes  of  art 
"Weakly  hold  the  human  hean« 
"Hence  my  Klotsa  said 
"(five  me  those  that  love  has  made.** 
Ncm-  his  fluttering  wings  outspread 
Three  times  he  bics&'d  the  bridal  bed» 
While  o'er  it  Faith  her  mantle  threw 
And  said  small  care  would  keep  it  new. 
Last  Prudence  came*  in  sober  guise 
With  Pilgrim's  pace,  and  wisdom's  eyes; 
Forth  from  his  stole  a  tablet  took 
Which  you  received  with  thankful  look. 
Cienius  had  deeply  mark*d  the  ground* 
And  I^utus  finely  cdg'd  it  round. 
This  done,  he  bade  you  long  improve 
In  all  the  sweets  of  mutual  love. 
And  fK>w  would  friendship's  voice  prevail 
1  o  point  the  moral  of  the  tale. 
Know  then,  dear  Ham^  a  truth  confest 
Soon  beauty  fades,  and  love's  a  guest. 
Ix)ve  has  not  settled  place  on  earth; 
A  ver)'  wan'rer  from  nis  birth; 
And  yet  who  happiness  would  pro%*e« 
Like  you  must  build  his  hopes  on  love, 
\\lien  love  his  choicest  gifts  has  giv'n 
He  flies  to  make  another  heav'n; 
But  as  he  wheels  his  rapid  flight 
Calm  jovs  succeed  and  pure  delight. 
Faith  adds  to  all;   for  works  we're  told 
Is  Love's  alloy,  and  faith  the  gold. 

Now  genius  plays  the  loner's  pan; 
No%%'  wakes  to  manv  a  throb  the  heart; 
With  ev'ry  sun  brings  something  new. 
And  gaily  varies  every  %iew; 
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Whilii  Prudence  all  His  succour  lends 

To  mark  the  point  where  pleasure  ends. 

For,  borne  beyond  a  certain  gp»U 

The  sweetest  joys  disgust  the  soul. 

He  too  instrucu  us  how  to  use. 

What's  more  a  blessing  rhan  the  muse  (wealth): 

For  well  he  knows,  deprived  of  this 

That  toil  and  care  is  human  bliss. 

All  these  attendants  Ham  are  thine, 
Be't  yours  to  treat  them  at  divine; 
To  cherish  what  keeps  love  alive; 
What  makes  us  young  at  sixt)--five. 
What  lends  the  eye  its  earliest  (ires; 
What  rightly  managed  still  inspires. 

To  which  Hamilton  answered: 

I  thank  you  Dear  Mac  for  your  poctrj'  and  vour  confi- 
detKT.  The  piece  is  a  good  one — your  bt-M.  It  has  wit, 
wluch  )YKi  know  is  a  rare  thing.  I  see  by  perse verem-e 
aH  Udics  may  be  won.  The  Muses  begin  to  be  civil  to 
yvn.  in  spite  of  Apollo  and  my  prognosis. 

You  know  I  have  often  told  you,  you  wrote  prose  well 
bat  had  no  genius  for  poetry,     i  retract.     Adieu. 

.\.  Hamilton. 

Sfp.  12.'    (1780) 

Hanlftn  certainly  bcr>efited  by  his  marriage  and  by  his 
I  111  I  linn  with  a  powerful  family  with  far-reaching  in- 
SuoKC,  and  one  having  so  much  to  do  with  the  early  his- 
totf  of  the  country.  As  Oliver  intimates.  Hamilton  was 
MO  pfoud  and  independent  in  regard  tn  money  matters 
to  Mxvpt  any  aid  from  his  father-in-law,  and  it  does  not 
appear  that  tnf  financial  assisuncc  was  ever  ofTerrd  him. 

■TIfc  ^k  ^tbttly  M  trm  la  iht  tiuicrltitbm  (4  ibr  M%wal  Wl(*.  (.« 
'la  axl  HiiiU<<'-''7  -Ui*  At  Ihr  iU]>  m  Itnmtvi  to. 
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K%'en  after  his  death  and  when  his  poverty  became  known 
Mrs.  Hamilton,  who  was  sensitive  to  a  degree,  indignantly 
denied  a  story  that  she  was  in  possession  of  six  thousand 
dollars,  given  to  her  by  her  father  some  time  before,  and 
wrote  to  one  of  her  brothers: 

'*  Let  me  assure  you  it  is  an  untruth.  It  has  gi%'en  me 
some  pain  that  I  should  be  held  up  to  the  public  in  so  un- 
favorable a  point  of  view  as  on  the  one  hand  to  request 
you  to  make  provision  for  me,  by  some  arrangement,  and 
on  the  other,  (as  it  is  said)  to  be  so  amply  provided  for  by 
mv  father.  What  but  ill  intent  toward  me  could  have  been 
the  motive  to  have  given  such  an  idea  to  the  world  and  to  my 
sisters  and  brothers  ?  Hut  this  world  is  a  world  of  evil  pas- 
sions, and  I  thank  my  (fod  He  strengthens  my  mind  tolook 
on  them  as  steps  to  an  entire  resignation  to  His  will,  which 
I  pray  may  fast  approach  me.  and  in  that  fullness  of  grace 
which  may  be  pleasing  in  His  sight.  Oh!  my  brother, 
may  my  sighing  and  sorrowing  be  seen  by  Him  who  teni- 
pers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb — shorn,  indeed,  to  the 
quick.*'  She  continues:  '*.My  friend  here  has  taken  the 
neces^^ar)'  steps  towards  In-nding  the  public  mind  from  this 
ill  impression  and  he  is  very  much  gratified  by  your  correct, 
liberal  and  affectionate  conduct  to  me.** 

It  is  true  that  (fcneral  Schuvler  at  all  times  tent  to  the 
young  pair  prodigal  gifts  and  supplies  from  the  Albany 
homestead,  and  when  the  (irange  was  built  some  years 
later,  supplied  Hamilton  with  most  of  the  lumber.  Like 
most  patriots  Schuyler  was  not  really  well-to-do,  although 
he  owned  a  great  deal  of  land  which,  in  those  days,  was  not 
worth  much,  and  some  of  it  \%js  rented  bv  small  farmers 
for  trifling  sums.  His  contributions  to  the  cause  of  inde- 
pendence were  \er)'  large,  ho\ve\er,  and  at  one  time,  at  the 
re<{uest  nf  RolKTt  Morris,  he  sent  to  the  destitute  army  a 
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1  barrels  of  flour,  with  little  or  no  auunince  that  he 
«a«y  be  repaid. 

TlmMigh  the  peculiar  position  of  his  property  and  the 
tta  dnt  it  appeared  to  be  open  to  the  attacks  of  maraud- 
iag  Caroes,  he  suffered  immense  losses  durii^  the  early 
pan  of  ibe  war.  Not  only  did  tbe  cannon  of  Burgo)7>c 
wreck  and  set  on  fat  his  gnu  house  at  Saratoga,  but  to 
I  their  crops  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
:,  Cadkerine  Schuyler,  applied  the  torch  to  the  riprn- 
ilL  There  was,  however,  not  only  enough  left  to 
'  hovpitality  upon  the  many  distinguished  strangers 
«bo  wvR  alwa^-s  welcome,  but  in  material  ways  to  add 
■>  ibc  comfon  of  his  many  children. 

HamilfiKi's  honeymoon  was  a  short  one,  and  during  the 
early  months  of  1781  he  was  not  only  busy  with  military 
affivs,  but  prepared  his  second  memorandum  upon  the 
m  of  a  national  bank,  which  was  sent  to  Robert 
He  was  then  but  twenty-four.  In  Mav,  with 
I  and  others,  he  again  met  Rochambcau  at  llan- 
SofA,  and  with  de  Tcmay.  the  commandant  of  the  Krcnch 
laM,  andc  arrangements  for  a  pint  campaign.  De  Gtasse. 
is  eooMBaad  of  (he  squadron  then  in  the  West  Indies,  was 
•D  pocacd  KMrard  the  nonh.  which  be  later  did. 

Hanilloii  during  the  sumtner  hjd  gone  South  m  ciown 
hii  Mficwy  career,  taking  part  in  the  investment  of  ^'ork- 
wmu,  tad  the  attack  which  led  to  the  surrender  of  Corn- 

iSm  Itnen  a>  his  wife,  at  this  time,  detail  his  plans  and  the 
■pmrioM  of  cbe  army. 
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Alexander  Hamilton  to  Elixaketh  Hamilton* 

Augmttt  1781. 

In  my  last  lener  I  informed  you  that  there  was  a  greater 

rrospect  of  activity  now,  than  there  had  been  heretofore, 
did  this  to  prepare  your  mind  for  an  event  which,  1  am 
sure,  will  give  you  pain.  I  begged  your  father,  at  the  tame 
time,  to  intimate  to  you,  by  degrees,  the  probability  of  its 
taking  place. 

A  part  of  the  army,  my  dear  girl,  is  going  to  Virginia* 
and  I  must,  of  necessity,  be  separated  at  a  much  greater 
distance  from  my  beloved  wife.  I  cannot  announce  the 
fatal  necessity,  without  feeling  everything  that  a  fond  hits* 
band  can  feel.  I  am  unhappy.  I  am  unhappy  beyond 
expression.  I  am  unhappy,  because  I  am  to  be  so  remotr 
from  you;  Inrcause  I  am  to  hear  from  you  less  frequently 
than  t  am  accustomed  to  do.  I  am  miserable*  because  I 
know  you  will  Im*  so;  lam  wretched  at  the  idea  of  flying  so 
far  from  yr>u,  without  a  single  hour's  interview,  to  trll  yoa 
all  my  pains  and  all  my  love.  But  I  cannot  ask  permis- 
sion to  visit  you.  It  might  be  thought  improper  to  leave 
my  corps  at  such  a  time,  and  upon  such  an  occasion.  I 
must  go  without  seeing  you—  I  must  go  without  embracing 
>'ou;~alas!  I  must  go.  But  let  no  idea,  other  than  of  the 
distance  wc  shall  be  asunder  disquiet  )'ou.  llKHigh  I  said 
the  prospects  of  activity  will  be  greater,  I  said  it  to  give 
your  expectations  a  different  turn,  and  prepare  )-ou  for  totnr* 
thing  disagreeable.  It  is  ten  to  one  tnat  our  views  will  be 
disappointed,  by  Comwallis  retiring  to  South  Caroltna  by 
land.  .At  all  events,  our  operations  will  be  over  by  the  latter 
end  of  (>ctf)ber,  and  I  will  fly  to  my  home.  Don't  mencion 
I  am  going  to  Virginia. 

•  -  IU.TaltO€l'»  W^iTkt-    J    C    H  ).  «J    I,  p. 
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AUtander  Hamillon  to  Elitahelh  Hamilton* 

HrAii  or  Tax,  Stfttmhat,  1781. 

Ycamday.  my  lovely  wife,  1  wmcc  to  you,  inrkning 
mi  a  Inter  in  one  to  your  father,  to  ihe  care  of  Mr.  Monis. 
lomonom  the  pott  sets  out,  and  tomorrow  we  embark  for 
Ycrkatnni.  I  cannot  refuse  myself  the  pleasure  of  wntinff 
yoa  a  Inr  lines.  Q>astanily  uppermost  m  my  thoughts  anl 
jftciioM.  I  am  happy  only  when  my  moments  arc  devoted 
■D  aotne  office  that  respects  you,  1  would  give  the  world  to 
be  able  to  tell  you  all  I  feel  and  all  I  wish,  but  consult  your 
on  bean  and  you  will  know  mirw.  Wliat  a  world  will 
■MM  be  between  usi  To  suppon  the  idea,  all  my  fortitude 
if  kMuftdenf.  What  must  be  the  case  with  you,  who  have 
dv  most  female  of  female  hearts  ?  I  sink  at  the  perspec- 
five  of  rour  diitrcu,  and  I  look  to  heaven  to  be  your  guard- 
ian aiM  tupporter. 

GrcumttaiKet  that  have  just  come  to  my  knowledge, 
aiMHC  me  that  our  operations  will  be  expeditious,  as  well 
aa  oar  mcceu  certain.  Karly  in  November,  as  I  prom- 
itad  yov.  we  shall  certainly  riKet.  Cheer  yourself  with  thti 
idea,  and  with  the  assurance  of  ne%-cr  more  being  separated. 

Evcnr  day  confirms  me  in  the  intention  of  renouncing 
fMie  mc.  aivl  de^tidng  myself  wholly  tn  you.  Let  otheri 
VMK  dMir  time  and  their  tran(|utllii)-  in  a  vain  pursuit  of 
pamtt  and  glory;  be  it  my  object  to  be  happy  m  a  (]uiet 
mutatt  widi  my  better  aneel.  .     ., 

Sbonlj  befoie  the  end  of  the  war  he  wrote  this  Icncr: 

JUxandrr  Hamilton  to  Elfiahfth  Hamilton* 

PmiAi'TLntik,  Jmiy  »,  t^i 
I  wroce  you,  my  beloved  Kli/a,  by  the  last  post,  which  I 
hofK  will  not  meet  with  the  fate  tnat  many  others  of  my 
IrtMm  must  have  met  with.     1  count  upon  tening  out  to 

•-  HmIhiiS  W«rt>-  (J   C  II ).  rat  I.  p  ^ki. 
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tee  you  in  four  days;  but  I  have  been  so  frequently 
appointed  by  unforeseen  events,  that  I  shall  not  be  with- 
out apprehensions  of  being  detiiked»  till  I  ha%'e  begun  my 
journey. 

The  members  of  Congress  are  very  pressing  with  me  noc 
to  go  away  at  this  time,  as  the  House  is  thin,  and  as  the 
definitive  treaty  is  momently  expected. 

Tell  your  father  that  Mr.  Rivington,  in  a  letter  to  the 
South  Carolina  delegates,  had  given  information,  coming 
to  him  from  Admiral  Arbuthnot  that  the  Mercury  frigate 
is  arrived  at  New  York  with  the  definitive  treaty,  and  that 
the  city  was  to  be  evacuated  yesterdav,  by  the  treaty.  I 
am  strongly  urged  to  stav  a  few  days  for  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty;  at  all  events,  nowcvcr,  I  wilt  not,  be  lon£  absent. 

I  give  you  joy  of  the  happy  conclusion  of  this  important 
work  in  which  your  country  has  been  engaged.  Now,  in 
a  very  shon  time,  I  hope  we  shall  be  happily  settled  in 
New  York.     Mv  love  to  vour  father. 

Kiss  my  boy  a  thousand  times.  ^ 


Before  this  Hamilton  had  left  the  army  and  had  gone  to 
Albany  to  study  law — and  on  August  1 1  his  friend,  McHenry, 
wrote :  '  '^  * 

James  McHenry  to  Alexander  Hamilton^ 

If  you  are  not  in  the  humor  to  read  a  long  letter,  do, 
prithee,  give  this  to  the  child  to  play  with  and  go  on  with 
your  amusement  of  rocking  the  cradle.'  To  be  serious, 
my  dear  Hamilton,  I  have  been  thinking  of  late  upon  my 
own  situation  and  this  led  me  as  often  to  think  oi  youn. 
Some  men,  I  observe,  are  so  born  &  tempered,  that  it  is 
not  till  after  long  bustling  &  battling  it  in  the  world  (and 
some  scarcely  then)  that  they  come  to  learn  a  little  prudence. 
Much  I  begin  to  suspect  that  you  &  I  want  a  great  deal  of 
this  quality  to  bring  us  on  a  level  with  our  neighbors  and 
to  carry  us  cheerfullv  through  life.     Have  ¥it  not  both  of 

'  Srr  liAAuUtt't  Lcttrr  lu  LAfAfrttr,  Nov.  j,  I  Tift. 
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long  enough  in  ihc  scnicc  of  the  public  ? 
not  I  exercise  my  profession  or  »ome  profitabk 
I  Ac  tbould  not  you,  putting  off  the  politiaan,  exert 
'  ttniy  to  acquire  a  profession }  I  find  that  to  be 
Dl  on  a  father  is  irksome,  because  I  feel  that  it  is  in 
my  pomr  to  be  independent  bv  my  own  endeavours.  I  see 
that  the  good  things  of  this  world  are  all  to  be  purchased 
with  money  and  that  the  man  who  has  money  may  be  what- 
ever be  plcatcc. 

Hamilton,  there  are  rw-o  lawyers  Jn  this  7'own,  one  of 
which  hat  ser%'ed  the  public  in  the  Ciencral  Assembly  for 
three  year*  with  reputation,  and  to  the  neglect  of  his  prac- 
oce.  The  other  has  done  nothing  but  attend  10  his  pro- 
Ctnioa,  by  which  he  has  acquired  a  handsome  competenc)'. 
Now  riw  people  have  taken  it  into  iheir  heads  to  displace 
the  lawyer  wnich  has  served  them  till  he  is  become  poor, 
ID  order  to  put  in  his  stead  the  lawyer  who  has  ser\-c<l  him- 
self Ac  become  rich.  Let  me  add  to  ibis  artecdote  a  Imn 
■DM  of  our  friend  tleury's.  Talking  to  me  the  other  day. 
"Yob  are  a  senator,"  said  he.  "pray  what  is  your  salary." 
I  aoU  him  it  might  perhaps  defray  about  two  thirds  of  our 
cncMC*  while  attending  the  Senate,  and  that  we  were  only 
posd  during  our  attendamx.  provided  one  was  unmarried 
At  bved  frugally.  "Then."  said  he,  "I  pity  Marjland, 
far  her  Seitate  must  be  composed  chiefly  of  rii'h  fools." 
WInC  11  the  moral  of  all  this,  my  dear  friend,  hut  that  it  is 
IM|^  UK  for  you  artd  I  to  set  about  in  good  earnest,  doing 

I  bar  you  arc  chosen  a  delegate  m  Congress.  Will 
ym  fafgtvc  me  for  saying  that  I  would  rather  have  heard 
Am  you  had  rxH  been  chosen.  If  ynu  accept  of  the  office, 
Acfc  if  a  nop  to  any  funher  studv  of  the  law,  which  I  am 
^MifOMl  you  ahould  finish,  because  a  few  yrars  practice  at 
Ac  bor  would  make  you  independent,  and  do  you  more 
•■bMaMial  good  than  all  the  fugitive  h^^(l^^  nf  Oingtr^v. 
T^im  would  put  it  in  your  power  to  obtain  them  and  to  hold 
Aoa  with  more  certainty-,  should  you  still  l>c  inclined  to 
c  in  a  troubled  sea.     The  moment  you  crate  to  be  a 
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candidate  for  public  places  the  people  will  lament  your 
loss  and  wait  with  impatience  til!  they  can  persuade  a  man 
of  your  abilities  to  serve  them.  In  the  mean  time,  you  will 
be  doing  justice  to  your  family,  liesides,  you  know  thai 
there  is  nothing  at  present  to  Ik*  had  worthy  your  acccpiancr. 
The  negotiators  for  peace  have  been  long  since  appointed. 
The  great  departments  of  (jovernmeni  are  all  tilled  up. 
Our  foreign  ministers  sit  Arm  in  their  seats.  It  is  not  fo  be 
expt*cted  that  any  new  ministers  will  be  created  before  a 
peace.  .\nd  when  this  comes,  be  assured,  long  residence  and 
large  possessions  in  this  country  will  prelude  superior  merits. 

I  wish,  therefore,  my  dear  friend  that  I  could  prevail 
upon  you  to  a\oid  a  disappointment  &  a  loss  which  I  think 
I  foresee.  For,  should  you  go  to  Congress,  you  will  lose 
another  year  of  time  that  is  become  more  precious  than  ever 
and  retire,  perhaps  in  disgust,  to  renew  your  studies  and  to 
those  domestic  endearments  which  you  will  regret  to  have 
forsaken,  flow  would  it  vex  me  to  learn  that  vou  had  eft- 
claimed  in  the  stile  of  an  Knglish  cardinal — It  I  had  bete 
served  my  family  as  faithfully  as  I  have  the  public,  my 
affairs  would  ha\e  l>een  today  in  a  very  different  order. 

It  appears  to  me,  Hamilton,  to  be  rK>  longer  either  necrs- 
sarv  or  a  duty,  for  vou  and  I  to  go  on  to  sacrifice  the  small 
renmant  of  time  that  is  left  us.  We  have  already  immo- 
lated  largely  cm  the  altar  of  liberty.  Ax  present,  our  coun* 
try  neither  wants  our  ser\ices  in  the  field  or  the  cabinet,  so 
that  it  is  incumbent  up<m  us  to  Ik*  useful  in  another  line. 
Ky  pushing  your  studies  to  a  conclusion,  you  at  once  perfect 
your  happiness.  Hut,  I  wonder,  nor  recr>|lect,  whilst  my 
own  life  runs  on  in  idleness  and  small  follies  that  I  stand 
in  most  need  of  the  acKice  which  I  am  presuming  to  offer. 
Vr»u  ha\e  a  wife  and  an  increasing  offspring  to  urge  )-ou 
forward,  but  I  am  without  either— without  your  incitrmentB 
to  U-gin  a  reform  or  your  perseverance  to  succeed.  Write 
me.  then,  what  you  are  doing  -  What  you  have  done  and 
what  \ou  intend  to  do,  that  I  may  endeaxor  to  follow  your 
example.  And  be  lull,  for  I  really  intend  to  be  wise  and 
you  shall  Ih-  my  A|m>||o. 
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1  hzirc  b«cn  a  Kcond  dmc  on  the  point  of  i^aining  im- 
Monaliiy  by  a  fever,  ll  seized  me  a  little  after  the  arrival 
of  the  French  troops  here  and  han  only  permiiti-d  mc  to 
oome  abroad  a  few  days  since  Mrs.  Carter'  it  Misa  I'cTgy* 
are  with  us  and  of  course  vou  will  think  I  have  been  onen 
with  them.  But  I  tnuit  tell  you  something  of  your  relations. 
Mr.  Carter  is  the  mere  man  of  buiincM  and  I  am  informed 
ham  riches  eiKHJgh.  with  common  management,  tu  make  the 
loogest  life  very  comfortable.  Mrs.  Carter  is  a  tine  woman. 
She  charm*  in  all  companies.  No  one  has  seen  her.  of  ^ 
'  ics,  who  has  not  been  pleased  with  her.  and  she 
rd  every  one.  chiefly,  by  means  of  tho»c  qualitien  which 
;  you  tne  husband  of  ner  sister.  Peggy,  though  per- 
haps a  6ner  woman,  is  rtot  generally  thought  so.  Iter  own 
«  are  apprehensive  that  she  cunsidered  them  poor  things, 
as  Swiff's  Vanessa  did,  and  they,  in  return,  do  not  scruple 
w  be  d(i|ilcated.  In  short.  Pcgg)'.  to  be  admired  as  she 
OMlKt  lu>  only  to  please  the  men  less  and  the  ladies  more. 
Ta  her  n.  I  am  sure  her  good  scnce  will  soon  place  her 
■■  her  profMT  station. 

My  dear  HamilKm.  adieu.  Remember  a  man  who  lives 
ia  dM  wDlid,  without  being  saiisAed  with  it.  Who  strives 
m  Mtn  luppy  among  a  people  who  cannot  inspire  happi- 
mtm,  bM  who  thinks  it  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  man  to 
Inrv*  hit  parr,  merely  because  it  does  not  please  him.  I 
aa  nebncfaolly  you  perceive.  This  plaguy  fever  has  torn 
■r  to  pieces  and  my  mind  yet  shares  in  the  weakness  of 
mj  boqy.  But  I  will  recover  spirits,  as  I  recover  strength. 
!•  dK  Meanwhile  do  not  fail  to  write  me.     Again  my  friend 

Ic  ia  somewhat  interesting  to  note,  despite   McHenry's 
,  that    Hamilton   iwt  only  entered    public  life,   but 
time  made  a  success  at  the  bar. 


CHArrKR  VI 
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FIamilton's  choice  of  a  profession  was  made  even  before 
the  end  of  the  war»  for  in  his  well-known  lecier  to  General 
Schuyler*  written  Fchruary  18,  1781,  in  which  he  recounted 
his  quarrel  with  Washington  and  his  future  prospects,  he 
said :  **  If  a  handsome  a>mmand  in  the  campaign  in  the  light 
infantr)'  should  offer  itself,  I  shall  balance  between  this  and 
the  artiller)'.  My  situation  in  the  latter  would  be  more  solid 
and  permanent,  but  as  I  hope  the  war  will  not  last  long 
enough  to  make  it  progressive,  this  consideration  has  less 
force.  A  command  for  the  campaign  would  leave  me  the 
winter  to  prosecute  my  studies  relative  to  my  future  career  in 
life."  Although  it  has  been  stated  that  after  he  went  to 
Albany  to  prepare  himself,  in  1782,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  after  less  than  five  months'  study,  there  are  those  who 
believe  that  he  had,  for  many  years,  been  accumulacing  a 
knowledge  of  the  law,  for  he  could  not  have  accofnplished 
what  he  did  in  so  short  a  space  of  time.  Certainly  the  early 
literary  work  in  which  he  engaged,  which  was  called  forth 
by  Seabury^s  Tor)'  pamphlets,  indicated  a  trained  and  logi* 
cal  mind.  Kstabrook,  who  has  written  an  exceedingly  if»- 
teresting  paper,  said  that  Hamilton  not  only  argued  like  a 
lawyer,  but  displayed  the  knowledge  and  habits  of  a  lasnTT, 
even  as  far  back  as  1774;  and  his  two  papers  to  which  rrf- 
rrc-ncr  has  t)een  made,  namely,  "A  Full  Vindication,"  and 
"The  Farmer  Refuted,'*  lK>re  intrinsic  evidences  of  a  famil- 
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tirity  with  the  law  and  the  authorities  of  the  lime,  and  a 
capacity  for  logical  deduction  quite  beyond  his  years. 

Wliile  hii  genius  was  everywhere  apparent,  the  trend 
of  hu  mind  was  always  analytical,  and  his  systematic  habits 
of  thought  and  argument  served  him  in  good  stead,  not 
only  in  his  chosen  calling,  but  later  in  the  condua  of  public 
a^in.  Certainly  the  observations  of  Dt  Tocquevillr  as  to 
the  value  of  legal  training  as  the  re<]uircment  of  a  staics- 
nun  had,  in  this  case,  ample  proof  and  illustration.  He 
WMercd  into  his  new  calling  with  enthusiasm,  and  although 
■I  did  not  receive  his  undivided  attention,  for  he  was,  at 
die  ume  time,  devoting  his  energies  to  the  construction  of 
dw  American  Constitution,  he  no  doubt  had  enough  lucra- 
tnt  work  to  do  when  he  left  Albany  and  opened  his  office  at 
No.  57  Wall  Street. 

About  ihb  time  he  wrote  to  Lafayette: 

AuiAxv,  \a%tmbtT  ),  tjKi ' 
I  k>*«  been  employed  for  the  last  ten  months  in  rocking 
ihc  cndic  and  studying  the  art  of  Jlffcmg  my  neighbor*. 
1  am  ftow  a  grave  counKellor-at-law,  and  shall  s(x>n  Ik-  a 
grave  tnember  of  Congress.  'Ilic  LrgisUture.  at  their  last 
iOBoa.  took  it  into  their  heads  to  name  me,  pretty  unani- 
■OMfy,  as  ooe  of  their  delegates. 

I  m  going  to  throw  away  a  few  months  more  in  public 
GCt,  and  then  retire  a  simple  citi/rn  and  good  paUrfamiliai. 
I  an  out  for  Philadelphia  in  a  few  days,  ^'ou  sec  the  dis- 
poaition  I  am  in.  ^'ou  are  condemned  to  run  the  race  of 
aaAiiioa  ail  your  life.  I  am  already  tired  of  the  career, 
amd  dan  id  leave  it. 

Widi  hit  partner,  Balthazar  De  Hean,  his  services  were 
^  in  demand.     Naturally,  many  of  his  cases 
i  with  the  claims  of  those  people  who  had  vuf- 


ISO  ALKXANDKR   HAMILTON 

fcrcd  by  the  war,  and  whose  property  had  been  taken  from 
rheni  by  order  of  (lovernor  rr)'on  and  other  Tories.  AmoffiK 
these  were  claims  for  damages  arising  from  the  seizure  of  cat- 
tle on  I^>ng  Island*  and  actions  growing  out  of  the  trespass 
law.  Again  we  find  that  he  appeared  as  counsel  in  the  will 
cases  of  Dr.  Peter  Middleton,  Philip  Livingston,  and  Henry 
liei*kman. 

Suits  for  reprisal  and  claims  for  damages  engaged  his 
attention,  and  the  papers  he  left,  throw  much  light  upon 
matters  connected  with  the  American  Revolution*  and  the 
unsettled  |H*riod  at  its  conclusion.  It  would  appear  that 
in  those  days  petty  political  officers  were  not  abo%'e  re- 
course to  extortion  and  graft,  which  at  times  since,  has 
distinguished  the  municipal  affairs  of  the  city  of  New 
^'nrk.  We  find  that  during  the  early  part  of  the  Revolts 
tion,  when  the  statue  of  (leorge  III  was  torn  down  and 
demolished,  and  the  typt*s  of  Printer  Rivington  distnbutrd 
and  condemned  for  the  purpose  of  making  bullets,  there 
was  a  general  levy  upon  the  citizens  of  New  York  for  the 
lead  in  the  window-sashes  throughout  the  city  for  the  same 
pur|xisey  and  that  subsecjuently,  when  restitution  was  de^ 
nunded  ff>r  this  form  of  ccmtribution,  it  was  the  custom 
for  the  representati\e  of  the  auditor  to  mulct  the  com* 
plainant  nine  shillings  for  a  certificate  showing  the  validit)' 
of  the  claim.  One  Peter  R.  Fell  employed  HamilttMi  as 
his  counsel  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Nrw  ^*i*rk,  in  \%hich  he  urped  his  grievances.  In 
this  he  stated  that  he  was  one  of  those-  from  whose  windows 
Ic  jils  were  taken  by  order  of  the  Con\ention  at  the  com- 
tiunitnunt  of  the  late  \%ar;  that  siMin  after  the  last  sitting 
of  the  U'^iNJature  it  was  lijrned  that  one  Daniel  Dunsctmib 
was  orvic  red  to  render  jn  ainuint  to  the  auditor  of  the  leads 
so  taken,  that  Fell  rei|uested  Dunscomb  to  give  a  certificaie 
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ID  this  effect,  but  the  Uticr  exacted  nine  shillings  thcreror 
Cram  dM  meurngrr.  although  he.  Dunscomb,  had  been 
alowd  nmuy  pounds  by  the  auditor  ai  full  compcnsa- 
tioa  for  hii  tcrvicet.  He  naturally  complait>ed  that  "as 
leads  were  taken  from  one  thousand  houses  in  the  dty, 
tbe  caaciion  of  nine  thiltings  is  a  species  of  petty  extor- 
fioB,  hi^y  censurable,  and  unbecoming  the  publick  confi- 


Tbe  members  of  the  rich  Livingston  fatnily,  whose  hold- 
ioft  of  land  were  eitormous,  were  much  in  the  courts,  and 
wben  ttobcn,  the  first  proprietor  of  the  lordship  or  manor, 
Sti,  hit  ■ons  Robert,  Philip,  and  Gilbert  indulged  in 
■I  iMiwamis  lidigaiion  which  was  carried  on  for  a  few  years. 
Ab  aciion  brought  by  l*hilip  against  hit  neighbor  Robert, 
Ac  Chancellor,  was  one  of  the  most  important,  and  John 
I  Scon  was  the  atlortKy  of  record,  and  Hamilton  was 
I  as  counsel.  This  was  on  April  24,  1783,  and  con- 
ablishment  fff  a  grii>t-mill  on  the  stream  known 
Jaiucn  Kilt,  which  emptied  into  the  Hudson 
Rn«r.  Another  case  was  that  of  Livingston  vi.  Hoffman, 
far  tmpass,  in  which  Hamilton  appeared  fot  the  defence. 
TWm  cases  in  the  early  day*  were  usually  ill-founded, 
ami  at  a  rule  ad%antagc  was  taken  of  the  fact  that  the  pany 
flf  ear  ade  or  the  other  had  taken  sides  with  the  cr>eniy  and 
HnniM  his  rights. 

The  feeblg  agaittst  the  Tories  who  had  taken  possession 
s  of  the  patriots  who  wrrr  obliged  to  6ee  during 
1  of  New  York  by  the  Kritikh,  wa*  so  intense 
id  ID  the  passage  of  the  celebrated  tretpast  law, 
IS  framed  in  the  inierestv  of  the   patriots,  but  was 
ia  dmta  cnnflict   with   the   pro>-isii:ins   of  the    treaty    made 
aiA  Glcat  Britain,  which  exprrvsly  pru%ided  fut  the  rights 
if  Tmmb  afier  ifac  declaration  of  peace.     Although  a  wave 
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of  intolerance  swept  over  the  State,  and  the  persecution 
of  those  who  had  not  taken  active  sides  with  the  rebellious 
colonists  was  general,  Hamilton,  in  1 783,  appeared  in  behalf 
of  a  lV>r>'  tenant  named  Waddington,  who  had  been  sued  by 
a  Mrs.  Kli/aix-th  Rutgers,  thereby  making  himself  exceed- 
ingly  unpopular.  Considerable  sympathy  was  felt  for  the 
plaintiff  in  this  case,  who  was  supposed  to  be  a  poor  and 
helpless  widow,  but  an  inspection  of  the  papers  would  go  to 
show  that  she  could  drive  a  sharp  bargain,  and  the  sympathy 
extended  to  her  was  certainly  misplaced. 

In  177S  the  premises,  which  consisted  of  a  brewery  and 
malt-house  in  Maiden  Kane,  were  rented  to  Benjamin  Wad- 
dington  &  Co.,  who  found  them  in  ver>'  bad  order,  **and 
stripped  of  everything  of  any  value  except  an  old  Copper, 
two  old  Pumps  and  a  leaden  Cistern  full  of  holes.**  Before 
the  new  tenant  cr>uld  Ix-gin  to  brew  jl'700  were  spent  in 
repairs.  From  the  1st  of  May,  1780,  to  the  1st  of  May, 
17X3,  the  Waddingtons  had  paid  a  rent  of  JC150  per  an- 
num for  the  same  to  John  Smyth,  Esq.,  a  Tory,  in  conse* 
quence  of  an  order  from  Cjeneral  Robertson,  the  British 
commander. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1783,  after  the  return  of  the  Ameri* 
can  forces  thev  received  an  order  from  General  Birch,  the 
commandant  of  the  cit>',  to  pay  the  rent  from  the  1st  of 
May  preceding  to  the  son  of  Mrs.  Rutgers.  After  this 
the  troubles  of  the  Waddingtons  began.  They  were  quite 
ready  to  pay  her,  but  her  representative  demanded  back 
rent,  and  would  not  adjust  matters  in  any  other  way,  or 
take  into  account  the  improvements  made  by  the  tenants. 
Thf  demands  of  Mrs.  Rutgers  Anally  became  so  exorbitant 
that  Waddington  &  Co.  refused  to  pay  at  all,  and  to  add  to 
their  difficulties  the  brew-house  wa«,  about  this  time,  burned 
to  the  ground,  entailing  upon  them  a  loss  of  i,'4,000.     At 
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of  die  fire  they  were  not  in  powcssion  of  the 
having  <urren<lered  (he  kry  10  the  owner.  It 
WM  then  that  the  Witlow  Rutgers  found  many  friends  and 
■yilHiiMllin  II  who  urged  her  to  avail  herself  of  the  new 
\am,  and  she  brought  a  suit,  engaging  John  Laurance 
M  Wr  lawytr,  aiwi  an  action  was  brought  in  the  mayor't 

I  MM  io  pOMcwion  of  Hamilton's  original  argument  in 
Am  procenling,  which  comprises  nineteen  pages  of  closely 
■liotM  fbolicap.  and  in  which  we  find  everywhere  evidenced 
■■ck  hbof  and  thought.'  Although  this  brief  has  been 
iJM  whiii  quoted,  reference  mar  be  made  to  his  conten- 
Bon  that  this  was  a  national  and  not  a  local  issue, 
aad  that  the  recent  law  then  passed  by  the  State  of  New 
York  could  have  no  force  against  the  law  of  the  nation, 
wlHdi  waa  comnxm  bw;  in  other  words,  the  State  of  New 
Y«ffc  h*d  no  oxnniofi  law  of  nations.  In  fan,  it  was  the 
t  ptea  for  Federalism  that  came  from  him  in  the 
Ik  ooune  of  his  career,  fur  he  insisted  that  the  law  of 
h  SoK  muH  adopt  the  laws  nf  Congrrsi,  and  that  though 
I  10  tta  own  citizens  local  laws  might  govern,  yet 
I  >D  foreigners  those  of  the  L'nitcd  States  must 
"It  must  be  conceded  that  the  legislature  of  one 
t  repeal  the  law  of  (he  United  State* — all  mutt 
I  ID  stand  together," 
I  cmiy  after  a  vigorous  fight,  in  the  fare  of  general 
I  and  disorderly  exprcuiont  u(  public  sympathy, 
I  conviiKed  the  judges  by  his  incontrovertible 
\  of  the  law  itself,  that  he  was  in  the  right, 
ib^  ihejr  rrttdered  a  judgment  in  his  favor. 

Km  catf  after  this  was  he  besieged  by  manv  clients  with 
■■Av  OKI*  b«t  he  appeared   in   behalf  of  patriot  house- 
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holders  who  had  hern  imposed  upon  by  tenants  who  had 
improperly  taken  advantage  of  the  trespass  law. 

One  of  these  cases  was  that  of  Alexander  McDougall 
vs,  Catharine  Leonard^  the  husband  of  the  latter  being  a 
notorious  Tor)'  who  had  taken  up  arms  with  the  Britith  and 
had  gone  to  Ncwburg,  where  he  stayed  \jyii\  the  end  of 
the  war.  McDougalK  it  will  be  remembered,  wai»  with 
Isaac  Sears,  John  Morin  Scott,  and  others,  one  of  the 
original  ''Sons  of  LibertVt**  w'ho  precipitated  the  Revolu- 
tion in  New  ^'ork  City  by  the  destruction  of  British  prop- 
ert)'  and  resistance  to  the  tax  law.  McDougall  afterward 
became  a  brigadier-general  in  the  .American  forces. 

Mrs.  Le<mard  appears  to  have  been  remiu  in  the  pajr- 

ment  of  her  rent  for  the   premises  75    Beekman    Soreec* 

even  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Revolution,  and  in  a  letter 

to  her  McDougall  says:  "I  do  not  wish  to  have  anjr  di^ 

pute  with  a  woman,  or  I  should  not  have  had  the  For- 
bearance  to   vou  which    I    ha%*e  exercised,  nor  taken  the 

trouble    of  writing  this. — I   now  expect  to  have  the  Bal- 

lance  from  vou  bv    Ihursdav*  r^o  o*Clocke,  or  1  shall  be 

under   the   disagreeable   Necessity    of  Sending   fix   it   bjr 

.Another. " 

In  the  early  part  of  Hamilton's  career  his  associates  at  the 

bar  were  his  intimate  friends,  and  these  included  Brockholst 

Livingston,  the  M>n  of  the  (fOveriK>r  of  New  Jersey  and  an 

earlv  schcmlmatc  at  the  acadcmv  at  Klizabethtown,  Richard 

IIarriMin,Rot>ert  Troup,  Colonel  Varick,Burr,  and  Laurance. 

An  inspection  of  thr  many  must)*  law   papers  that   have 

come    infr>   the*    writer's   possession   suggests   the  great  va* 

rii-ty  of  the« forms  of  action  in  which  he  was  engaged,  as  in 

those  days  thrrc  uas  no  specialization,  and  Hamilton  ap- 

IM-jrrJ  js  nffcn  in  the*  nuvor's  court  as  in  the  higher  ones  of 

the-  Stjtf ,  and  did  iMith  ci\il  and  criminal  work.     He  even 
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iried  »  npc  cue,'  »  well  as  others  for  asiauli  and  murder, 
but  hit  fondrteu  wif,  evidently,  for  civil  proceedings. 

Hu  Hirnn  were  not  alw-ays  reasonable  or  padcni,  although 
the  unrruotublc  ortts  were  in  the  minorii)'.  One  of  the 
latter  appears  to  have  been  Stephen  Driancey,  the  son  of 
Janes,  who,  in  the  language  of  the  day,  was  a  Tory  and  so 
"attaiatrd"  that  hii  propert)-  was  seized  by  the  Americans. 
Stphen  owned  a  large  traa  of  land  in  Westchester  County, 
ami  had  many  tenants  who  gave  him  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 
[  them  the  "Delivaiu,"  and  "Baileys,"  for  whom  he 
I  Hamilton  to  issue  writs.  Impatient  at  the  laner's 
I  oeg)ect  of  his  affairs  ai»d  supposed  inaction  be  wrote 
6o«  ScSfidale,  New  York,  September  12,  17^5:  "I  could 
■lil  no  looger  in  New  York  at  an  cspcncr  tn  m-c  you  as 
yvn  was  gone  to  Court  on  Thursday  morning  and  when 
■»  tee  you  I  lusew  not,  if  I  had  suy'd  I  have  to  lay  out  about 
yfl  om  thk  Journey  atid  I  find  mor>ey  to  u-arce  tn  he  had, 
fhac  I  muH  insist  on  y*  moneys  being  Refunded  to  me. 
I  beg  ^ou  10  Inform  me  what  meth<id  I  am  tn  puriue  with 
Mjr  wicked  tenants  in  Distraining  fur  Kent  of  ihcm." 

Anodief  gentleman,  who  had  repeatedly  urged  Hamil- 
mm  to  collect  a  certain  indebtedness  for  him,  remarked 
ifcsf  "Mr,  W — ■ — has  cenainly  received  money,  but  what 
iWB.  M  in  the  womb  of  Time  to  Discover." 

Olkcn  were  Itwre  considerate  and  appreciative  of  Ham- 
iaam'*  busy  life,  and  the  limited  amount  of  dmc  at  his  dis- 

J.  Campbell  wrote  (1786):   "May  I  hope  forgiveness  for 

'  TMt  OM  aw  IkM  at  RbwD  pi  Msrpbr.  >~1  lUmbnn  iri^nmio]  Mvrvi>T. 
^te^SMcaM^aalWbanhclaT  irf  l>r<tm'.r!,  i7>i«.  '.I  KiniK  ">  tbr  KaiI  Wanl 
tf  tt»(*r  rf  N«v  Vark.  ->Mk  (•»!•' UHl  V-n.  t..  ma  .xS  <-a->f.tan.|  ■^.nn  aM 

M^tmma^mAmmAoa^rr.ihrtmki  Uusmm  ittn«!i  ■■£■  mtr-.  hn  th*  Mid 

■feapaa,  M  WmM  M  •fcMsuri  to  lUrMh  ukI  tlr&w    atvl  tin  -K'  m.I  Klvpim 
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encroaching  on  your  goodness.  It  is  that  Goodness  which 
is  the  S«>urcc  of  all  the  trouble  I  have  given  you.  and  ex* 
tended  to  mc  the  flatering  hopes  of  Acess  to  your  future 
Advice  and  Assistance,  uppon  that  I  plead  for  the  honour 
of  seeing  wu  in  the  Course  of  this  day. " 

A  consideration  of  the  various  appeals  to  him  shows  how 

greatly  his  opinion  was  respected.  Some  of  them  are  very 
naive  and  simple,  but  all  attest  the  confidence  of  the  writers 
who  desired  his  professional  help  at  the  time.' 

Nathaniel  Ruggles  wrote,  in  17^5:  ''I  would  Inform  jrou 
that  I  have  Business  of  Consequence  Likely  to  Commence 
ic  Wish  you  to  engage  for  Me  as  my  Attorney  in  A  Case 
of  Fraud  which  is  much  Approbated  in  my  Favour  by  the 
Principle  gentlemen  of  this  Place.  I  Have  not  Any  Fee 
at  Present  to  Advance  Though  I  have  Property.  Sir,  I 
Mumbly  Request  ^'ou  would  n«it  take  \  Fee  .\gainst  me.** 
(icfirge  Poll(K:k  s^>ught  to  retain  him  in  Januar)*,  1795,  in 
another  cave.  Hamilton's  endorsement  on  the  paper  is  at 
follows:  "I  am  not  sure  that  I  could  with  proprietv'.  Will 
decide  in  June.  Will  not  be  concerned  against  him.** 
Richard  Piatt,  in  April  26,  i7</>,  wrote  to  him  about  an  im* 
pending  case  and  said:  "The  amount  of  the  Debt  is  too 
triiHing  to  ask  any  interposition  of  you  as  Counsel  on  the 
IX*fcndant*$  side,  but  the  Conse({uences  of  its  posible  result 
may  in\ol%'e  a  ^uesticm  of  the  first  magnitude  to  all  persons 
in  future  subject  to  prosecution  for  I>rbt  when  and  where 
the  hearts  of  Creditors  f  as  is  well  known  to  be  too  frequently 
the  case)  are  instigated  by  the  Devil.  'Ilius  situated  and 
well   knowing  there  is  a  susceptibilit}'  for  the  Verdict  of 

!!•'  rt*  **^''  ^^•**  nvirrr  «-.;h  a  U«nh  harwl  v»  a!l  «hii  •mtcht  hn  aid. 
Ism'.g^        I  :.  •    «  ■■■••.r    ».!  !  1  h.*  •■■  k,%  »^»  h  ATT  iJ.\  -4   Liftr.*.  *^t  'hr  end. 
.  *   ••  '     »^'g''    .-L    ,^  .A..»   r-  ;  »*         I>.r  ..r.'.%    -r?  .•-.   ir.  «  IT""^    t^nir  mirm  ci 
t      .  -  '  t    --  :    n  «  taftrrri  kA  Ka.*nft  itui  mrtr  i.^trswlcd  b>  dttchAfgc  fta 
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I.  it  it,  ihat  I  wish  your  Union  with  Troup  &  Rrock- 
bolst  B>-nioiTow,  They  will  poss<:ss  you  wiih  the  necessary 
doaunenti  on  application  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  Judge- 
■KM  o£  the  Bench  will  be  of  that  sort  which  Lord  Mans- 
fidd  would  not  blush  to  own. " 

Soanc  of  his  clients  languished  in  the  debtors'  prison. 
Ok,  Henry  A.  Williams,  wrote  from  there,  March  31, 
IT^St  >D  Hamilton:  "I  am  again  necessitated  to  write  you 
from  this  gloomy  place  (viz.— the  gaol)  where  a  trifling  sum 
omparrd  to  the  amount  uf  Schenck's  mortgage  holds  mc." 
Wlien  it  was  possible  t^uickly  10  apprehend  a  delinijucni 
debaoT,  many  important  people  found  their  way  to  (he 
BriJewell  prison.  William  Duer,  whose  financial  irregular- 
■be*  WIT  of  a  gigantic  nature,  was  there  held  for  some  time ; 
and  Earlr,  the  aniit,  who  wai  also  imprisoned  for  debt, 
punted  Mrs.  Hamilton's  portrait,'  and  in  this  way  earned 
enough  to  obuin  his  freedom. 

AiTCst    and    imprisonment    for    debt    were   general,    and 

aome  of  his  clients  kept  him  fully  informed  of  their  dcbt- 

on  wbo  were  at  large,  in  more    ur  less  pressing  and  %-in- 

communicationt.     One    gentleman,    whose    chance 

:  bcfc  was  awaited  with  interest  and  anxiety,  was 

t  Edwards  of  New  Haven,  who  studiously  kept  out 

ofcWScatr. 

The  delicacy  of  Hamilton's  professional  relations  must  ha\e 
been,  at  times,  great  indeed,  for  upon  one  occasion  he  ap- 
pcsfed  for  Mrs.  Phtrbe  Ward,  who,  in  petitioning  Ciovernor 
CSmdo  and  the  General  Assembly,  sought  to  gain  her  point 
hyaBn(  attcniian  10  the  shoncomings  of  her  husband,  who 
wna  tndatdjr  a  Tory.  She  prrwnted  her  case  in  the  fnltnw- 
■■g  luipuce:  "\V'hereas  I,  Phcebc  Ward,  wife  of  Kdwatd 
Wmd.  do  Humbly  beg  l^ave  to  Address  your  Honours 

L'laijSj 
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with  this  my  IVtition.  Humbly  bcging  Leave  co  Acquaint 
your  Honours  with  the  true  Situation  of  Matters.  My 
Husband,  Kdward  Ward,  it  was  not  supos'd  he  Altogether 
Condescended  into  Political  Sentiments  with  the  Countn' 
in  (leneral,  thrrcforc  I  hope  your  Honours  will  now  Con- 
sider that  a  Wife  cannot  altrr  Principles  or  Diaate  a  Hus- 
band so  far  as  to  chanj^e  his  present  conduct  in  Matters  of 
so  great  Moment  and  of  so  great  Importance  as  this  present 
or   past   Revolution." 

The  Rev.  Jacob  F.  Hardenl>ergh  was  one  of  the  striking 
ii)*ures  of  the  Revolution  and  known  as  an  energetic  pa- 
triot, and  by  many  was  called  the  ''fighting  parson.'*  At  a 
time  when  so  much  unsettlement  existed  regarding  the 
lv>undary  lines  of  property,  actions  for  trespass,  as  has  been 
said,  were  much  more  common  than  thev  have  ever  been 
since.  The  son  of  Mr.  Ilardenl>ergh  wrote  to  "Col.  Ham- 
ilton.  Col.   Troup,  and  Col.  Harison,'*  frfim  Raritan,  July 

By  order  of  my  Father  I  wnite  to  you  a  few  Days  ago, 
In'^ing  i*f  you,  and  the  other  (lentlemen  imployed  for 
him,  not  to  Ih*  detained  against  him  in  any  Suit,  at  least 
until  be  may  ba\e  had  an  opportunity  of  Consulting  upon 
the  Sul)iect  with  them.  Since  that  he  has  wanted  me  to 
write  to  his  .Attcirney  on  the  Subject  of  the  late  V'erdict 
against  him.  That  Verdict  Creates  him  uneasiness.  He 
sus|H-cts  undue  Influence  u|>on,  at  least,  one  or  another 
t*\  the  ieailmt:  Pervms  among  the  Jury.  .Mv>  sfime  abom- 
inable fraud  in  that  Marked  Stone  in  a  certain  line,  6cc. 
I  he  night  iK-t'ure  I  came  awav,  he  was  informed  that  a  cer- 
tain man  sb<»uld  ha\e  said.  If  he  had  not  Inxn  Subp<maed 
on  the  other  side,  he  cr>uld  ha\r  r\itlenced  when  the  Icttrn 
were  put  on  that  Stone,  and  who  did  it,  &c.  He  also  heard 
that  Sir  (lale  should  ha\f'  bei  n  ln\ited  and  dined  with 
one  of  the  Principle  Inhabitants  of  the  Town,  'Fhat  he  was 
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■D  take  J  rkle  out  of  Town.  He  had  not  yet  had  an  op- 
momimrf  to  eiamin  into  the  ground  of  ihene  Rcportk  when 
I  left  hotnc.  Tliis  carreiing  of  the  jury  by  the  f^aindfes 
■houU  have  been  after  the  commencement  of  the  coun. 
The  c4d  gendeiiun  leertwd  Detetmined,  to  try  further, 
if  dicre  is  any  Prospect  of  obtaining  what  he  believes  to  be 
1m  juft  right.  I  tficrefore  wish  the  Cicntlemen  who  have 
faidifully  served  him  in  this  cause  would  let  him  know 
Aor  candid  opinion  about  that  Matter,  they  are  mm-  ac- 
qininii  il  with  the  Matters  pro  Ac  con.  If  they  judge  his 
aam  oat  supportable  by  proper  evidence,  to  dissuade  him 
fraa  any  farther  prosecution.  If  the  contrary,  to  send 
hioi  cbeir  opinion  about  the  matter  of  farther  prosecution. 
He  accnu  inclined  10  attempt  setting  atide  tnis  Verdict, 
and  risk  a  i>ew  tryal. 

When  Hamilton  came  to  New  York  he  was  immediately 
ihc  recipient  of  many  offers  of  help;  and  there  were  as  well, 
I  be  had  just  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
any  applications  from  fathers  and  others  who 
n  to  receive  their  tons  into  his  office  as  pupils. 
Ok  Jime  29,  1 784,  William  Hull '  wrote  from  Newton,  Mass., 
propcMing  that  he  should  take  Chattes  Jackson  fur  instnic- 
OOBL,  and  give  him  employment.  Charles  was  the  son  of 
Groeral  Michael  Jackson,  and  was  "himself  an  Official  at 
At  QiMe  of  the  War,  and  as  soon  as  I'eace  took  place, 
affSai  Inmaelf  to  study.  Last  year  he  graduated  at  Har- 
wd  Colcgr,  since  which  as  I  before  observed  he  has  read 
Iw  win  me. 

In  Hanulton's  books  it  is  stated  thai  I'lrrrr  V.  Van  Con- 
t  a  derk  in  February,  iji^4,  and  5150  was  paid 
in  May  of  the  tame  year,  Jacob  A.  LeRoy 
I  his  derkship,  and  his  father  paid  J150.     The 
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following  note  is  appended  in  Hamilton's  handwriring: 
*'Mr.  I-i-Roy  did  not  continue  his  Oerkship*  so  the  moncy 
was  refunded.*'  In  Fehruan*  Dirk  Ten  Brocck  al»o  com- 
menced  his  "clerkship**  and  Hamilton  received  Si 50  from 
him. 

17K6     (Kt.  I  'Samuel  Broome >     Tu  this  sum  due  for 

fct-  \^ith  yc»ur  s«>n  a  clerk  tty>- 


•• 


(Kt  I  I  his  Jjy  Mr.  S.  Br(M»mr.  juninr  entered 
thr  nthii  as  C'irrk  jnJ  thi%  Mt  f>l  .Mav  ab- 
ftrntcil  himsrlt  to  rctuni  17^*;. 


On  July  20.  17X1;.  John  Adams  paid  520  for  his  son«  who 
became  a  clerk.  I  his  was  "remitted."  Many  men  were 
recommended  as  partners,  among  them  a  Mr.  (jriffiths  who 
was  sug};t  sted  h\  Klisha  Hnudinot,  hut  it  would  srem  that  his 
only  real  asM>ciate  was  ilaltha/ar  I3e  Hean,  who  appears  to 
ha\e  In-i-n  what  is  now  kn^wn  as  a  managing  clerk. 

Hamiltf»n  tried  many  cases  with  his  attached  friend 
Tniup,  and  others  with  Aar^m  Burr*  although*  lacrr  in  his 
career,  these  <K'casi«>ns  Incame  more  and  more  infrequmc 
.•\^ain,  they  were  on  r>p|>osite  sides.  Burr*s  trmptacions 
to  indulge  in  discreditable  operations  were  noc  always  re* 
sisted.  He  was  a  notr>rinus  speculator*  and  not  o%rr* 
scrupulous  in  money  affairs,  as  appears  from  his  relation 
with  the  Hi>IIand  Company  and  the  affairs  of  the  Pulimnr 
F state  I  "»rd  Ashburton,  who  was  Baring,  the  cclcbraird 
Kn^lish  banker,  was  especially  incensed  because  of  Burr*t 
tricker\.  Jin\\  wriite  a  scathini;  letter  to  Hamilton  who  reprr* 
vrnted  him.  alludmc  to  the  duplicity  of  the  fortner.  A  case 
in  whiib  he  ap|M-ared  illustrating  Burr*s  meth<Kis«  and  his 
drsirr  t'l  ( N.  jpr,  if  p<issible.  the  responsibdity  of  his  actiom^ 
was  that  of  Lewis  i.<.  Burr,  in  which  Hamilton  appeared  fbr 
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the  plaintiff',  and  which  has  unusual  interest  for  other  rea- 
■OOB.  Ii  w»  an  action  to  hold  Burr  liable  as  an  endorser 
OB  a  note  for  tj.joo.' 

On  June  the  first,  one  Roger  Enos  made  hii  promissory 
nocr  pjyaUe  to  the  order  of  Aaron  Burr,  thirty  days  after 
date.  Burr  endorsed  the  note  to  Francis  Lirwis.  the  plain- 
tiff in  the  action,  and  the  note  was  not  paid.  By  its  tcnnt 
■I  WI  due  on  the  4th  of  July,  days  of  grace  included.  The 
^A  oS  July  was  a  national  holiday,  being  the  anniversary 
of  the  Dedaralion  of  Independence,  and  on  thai  day  busi- 
■ew,  according  to  the  custom  then  obtaining  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  was  suspended.  It  was  claimed  that  the  three 
days  of  grace,  which  would  have  expired  on  the  4ih  of 
Jaljr,  were,  by  reason  of  that  day  being  a  holiday,  abridged, 
and  that  the  note  felt  due  on  the  jd  of  July.  Efforts  were 
nude  10  dcnund  payment  of  the  maker  on  the  jd,  but 
br  oouM  not  be  found  and,  ihcrrforr.  an  excuse  for  making 
a  demand  was  presented,  lite  jurors  being  in  doubt  as 
■I  ifar  law  of  the  case  rcturtK-d  a  special  verdict  as  to  the 
faetBt  and  nibtnittrd  for  the  determination  of  the  court 
dHl  ytitian  of  law,  as  to  whether  the  note  fell  due  on  the 
}d  or  4di  of  July. 

ITtbe  effort  id  make  the  demand  on  the  jd  was  sufficient 
10  p«t  the  maker  of  the  note  in  default  and  was  not  prema- 
Mfti.  d>eo  Burr  was  liable  to  the  plainiitf  upon  his  promise 
M  pay  u  endorser;  but  if  the  dem;ind  wa^  not  properly 
•oag^  10  be  nude  on  the  jd,  then  Burr  was  not  liable. 
TW  wfaoir  qttestkin  was  one  of  law  a<>  to  whether  the  ntHc 
■M  due  on  the  3d  or  4th  of  July,  and  the  special  %*erdtct 
«aa  lor  the  purpose  of  pmcniing  all  ihc  facts  to  the  court 
•B  Aai  it  m^t  determine  thi«  simple  i^ueition  That 
■M  in  aceordanct  with  the  pranicr  which  prevailed  at  the 

■msawbFnonNtlB-'tCainr'tCMn.'f   I'M- 
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rime  the  action  was  pending*  and  the  court  would  direct 
judgment  on  the  verdict  in  accordance  with  its  decision. 
The  case  was  carried  up  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  bank, 
and  was  argued  there  in  I7q6*  and  the  coun  held  that  the 
4th  of  July  was  a  public  holiday*  and  that  the  note  fell  due 
July  jd,  and  judgment  was  rendered  against  Burr.  I  was 
informed  by  the  late  Justice  Kdward  Patterson  that  this  de- 
cision was  the  precedent  for  all  subsequent  rulings  of  the 
Courts. 

When  Hamilton  came  to  New  York  the  second  time  his 
friends,  without  exci-ption*  welcomed  him  nK>st  hospitably, 
and  none  more  kindly  than  his  former  associates  in  the 
directorate  of  the  Hank  of  New  ^'ork.  One  of  them.  Conn 
fort  Sands,  provided  an  office  for  him  and  wrote:  '*As 
MKin  as  your  furniture  arrives,  I  will  take /rare  of  it  and  put 
it  in  my  store.  If  it  is  possible  I  will  engage  a  room  for 
you  for  an  office.  It  will  Ik*  difficult  to  get  one.  I  hope  to 
l>e  able  tr>  get  my  house  done  sf>  that  I  may  rennovc  at  the 
time  I  pnimived.  I  hardly  doubt  that  I  shall.'*  After  a 
time  numerous  young  men  again  made  application  to  enter 
his  office  as  students  or  clerks,  and  William  Laight  addressed 
to  him  thr  following  letter  regarding  his  own  son  who  was 
an  applicant: 

Iljd  there  not  been  frequent  Instances  in  many  respect* 
able  <»ffices  in  this  Citv  where  K\ents  of  a  similar  kind  naw 
U'cn  effc-ctrd,  which  I  am  now  si»licitfHis  of  obtaining,  I 
should  deem  it  presumptuous  tn  address  you  on  the  sub* 
ject.  I  At  this,  in  addition  to  the  vilicitude  of  a  Parent  for 
the  Kstjblishment  of  a  Son  in  the  line  of  his  Profession, 

\h'  my  .\|^»I'»g;v;   - 

F.dwanl  W.  I.ai^ht.  after  his  matriculation  at  Columbia 
C^>ll^^f^  ujs  instructed  in  the  Rudiments  and  Principles 
of  I. aw  bv  Coir:   Hurr,  &  hnished  the  usual  Course  of  his 
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ScimIms  with  Mr.  Munroe— H«  has  b««n  admittrd  to  the  Bar 
u  an  Anomcy. — Of  his  ((ualificarions  Prorcssional  Men 
are  bener  Judges  than  myself. — The  Object  1  aim  at  is, 
■>  have  hint  patronized  by  a  Person  of  Merit  ic  Celebrity, 
mare  fbr  the  purpose  of  improvement  than  for  present 
Emohtmem. — To  obtain  this  End,  there  is  no  pecuniary 
Compensation,  within  my  reach,  which  I  would  not  readily 
advance,  &  as  my  Aim  is  to  his  future,  not  immediate, 
Inmcsc,  He  would  be  advised  to  accept  such  3  proponion 
of  Income  as  his  Principal  might  hereafter  deem  adequate 
■>  his  cxrniom  of  usefulness. — 

The  wish  of  my  hean  is.  that  Cole:  Hamilton  should  be 
hkIi  a  Patron. — If,  therefore,  it  is  not  incompatible  with 
Cole:  Hamilton's  Views  to  receive  as  an  Attorney  in  his 
oCcc  a  Young  Man,  of.  at  least  deci-ni  Manners  Ac  edu- 
cmhI  as  above  mentioned,  I  should  l>e  made  happy  by  his 
pnng  toe  an  opponunity  of  acceding  to  such  Terms  as  he 
Eimclf  would  prescribe. 

Respeafully  &c 

Wm.  Laight. 

Cole:  Hamilton— u  March  1797. 

It  was  with  great  regret  that  Hamilton  resigned  from  the 
Ticanty,  but  the  demands  of  a  Rtowing  family  were  such 
Am  be  coald  not  live  upon  a  salary  of  but  $}.ooo  per  an- 
tmm.  OToMine.  many  of  his  bitter  enemies.  thi»e  who  had 
)  to  accuse  him  of  oven*«-ning  ambition,  or  even 
I  dillionnty,  were  not  slow  to  make  nunv  fre^h  in- 
,  but  these  were  all  unjust,  and  hit  return  tu  wurk 
A  paper  making  Robert  I  roup  his  excc- 
I  after  his  death,  discl«>M'd  his  comparative  pov- 
crty  on  leaving  office.  In  commenting  upon  this  I^ge 
ayv:  "It  furnished  2  striLing  commentary  on  the  charges 
M  oomiplion  made  against  Hamilton  by  jrfferMm  and  hit 
mofa,  and  on  Madison's  ctAd  sneer  that  Hamiltnn  rriitcd 
AwB  oftcB  aUegiog  poverty  as  a  cause."     No  one   under- 
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U'kkI  Urtir  than  (iincral  Schiiylrr  the  dr^pcrat*^  straits  of 
hJN  Min-in-Iaw,  and  in  a  letter  from  Poiighkeepsic.  January  5« 
I7<^4,  lie  ysftnr  to  Hamilton:  "As  soon  as  I  found  that 
Fairly*  and  others  of  Ww  complc\ir>n  assigned  as  one  of  the 
mMti\es  fur  your  resignation  a  wish  to  l>c  (juvernor  of  this 
State,  that  pcTson  also  assigned  another,  to  wit«  that  the 
affairs  nf  your  department  were  so  deranj^d.  that  it  was  not 
|M>ssihle  for  you  to  extricate  It  from  the  confusion  In  which 
It  was  ln\ol\ed.  I)oul>tinK  If  I  was  at  liberty  to  name  my 
author  who  had  heard   Fairlv  make  the  assenions,  I  con- 

m 

tenn  (i  m\ self  with  an  op|Mir(unity  of  declaring  in  his  pres- 

eni  I-  that  the  pmpai^ator  of  such  a  calumny  was  a  liar  and 

a  Mll.iin  " 

I<i  hi*^  t.iinilv  his  ri-tirement  from  public  office  to  again 

tjkt-  u;»  1.1  w  \\.is  a  martt-r  of  ^rrat  moment,  but  all  beliesrd 

in    his    suiiCNs,    and    f:a\e    hearty    encouragement.     Mrs. 

Chutih  wmtr  ft*  hrr  sister  tV^m  I.nndon  in  1795:    '*I  see 

bv  th(     \inrrir.in  p.i|H-rs  that  (»ur  dear  Hamilton  has  been 

mnviti  \Mrh  i<>v  f»v  the  inhabitants  f)f  New  ^'ork.     I  par- 

(.iki   in  1 VI  rv  event  that  is  auret  able  to  him,  and  often  with 

.1  vv.irinrh  v\hiih  wftuKl  lead  one  to  imagine  I  was  his  own 

sisfi  r  jH  vvdl  as  his  .irracheil  frit  nd,"  and  again  later:  "Mr. 

(ion*  rdls  me  tli.ir  Ci'l'-nd  Hamilton's  popularity  is  very 
^reat,  and  that  he  bad  a  vv.irm  welcome  at  New  York;  thote 

that  are  swayed  by  bis  opinions  will  always  pursue  their 

ciiuntrv's  welfare;    but  mv  ibar  Kli/.a  when  you  and  I  are 

with  him  he  shall  tvn  talk  |>«»lirics  to  us.     A  little  of  his 

,iCrrf':^ir   ry.'j   /•»;  r  Will  dn  US  fimre  gOod.** 

lb   larrird  from  Philailelphia  the  l>rst  wishes  of  most  of 
bis  I'th^  lal  ass4Kiates,  jnd  those  v\ith  whom  he  had  labored  so 


'fi-    '      k    •'■•■    !«"k    f'r-'S'  ^     -       •       "('    .'1.  i->l  A-^  un«i  •^.iiu'tf«u« 
'  '  '.•',•«■      I  I^  ■    ;    •     I  ■    rr;!rT     \t  "-rxAa 
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deTOcedly.  His  attached  2nd  distinguished  friend,  Richard 
Pnm,  at  cme  litne  a  justice  of  the  United  States  Circuit 
Coun  in  Peniwylvania,  wrote  from  Philadelphia,  Fehniary 
15.  1795,  asking  him  to  do  him  a  professional  favor.  "This 
ne  I  make  of  you  will  he  some  but  a  very  insignificant  Anti- 
dote against  the  Regret  I  feet  at  parting  with  you — But  it  is 
well  to  make  the  most  of  Misfortunes.  Wherever  you  go, 
jmi  carry  with  you  my  best  Wishes  for  your  Happiness,  for 
aa  m  Money  Ac  you  will  pick  thai  up  fast,  owing  to  the 
Einilicf  &  not  the  Friendships  of  your  Fellow-Ctts.  God 
bleH  foa  and  believe  me,"  eic.  And  again  in  March:  "I 
hope  jrour  otium  cum  Dignitau  agrees  with  you.  I  was 
afnsd  of  your  being  too  idle  and  have  on  iht<i  account  put  a 
[  employment  upon  you,"  and  he  asked  him  to  pro- 
1  against  Wm.  Coghlan,  for  land  bought  twenty  years 
His  friend's  wishes  evidendy  were  rcali^d,  for  Ham- 
tt't  practice  began  to  flourish,  and  nearly  all  the  mer- 
to  him  with  profitable  cases.  Among  these 
c  Lc  Gtten,  with  the  most  imponani  of  all,  McKvcrs 
Bayard,  and  a  host  of  others;  in  fact,  his  "agenda" 
1  a  list  of  nearly  evcrv  one  of  wealth  and  influence  tn 
Nw  York,  who  was  obliged  to  seek  the  help  «f  the  courts. 
■  Mnch  of  Hamilton's  time  was  now  taken  up  wiih  Ad- 
■■nkr  pracrice.  and  as  the  relations  with  France  and 
Grm  Britain  were  so  unsettled  during  the  end  of  the  eigh> 
■OMIi  omtury,  the  depredarions  upon  commerce  were  frr- 
^^m  and  annoying.  Hamilton,  a  few  txars  before,  while 
'  of  the  Treasur)-.  had,  with  Washington,  fought 
t  Geftet.  who  actually  fitted  oui  privateers  in 
nv  vtty  pom.  One  of  the  most  flagrant  of  the  insults 
m  windl  we  had  been  subjected  was  the  defiant  attitude 
W  dM  pcnon  regarding  the  privateer  LtttU  Sarah  or  Prtit 
,  and  Hamilton's  drastic  rebuke  administered  to 
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Genet  was  cver)i%*here  appreciated  and  applauded  by  tlic 
owners  of  American  ships.  Hamilton  appeared  in  no  lets 
than  thirty  or  forty  cases,  either  for  the  United  Insurance 
Company  or  for  various  a^rieved  ship-owners.  Nearly  all 
of  these  were  of  the  greatest  interest,  and  the  depositions  and 
briefs  that  he  left  among  his  papers  read  more  like  cxcracti 
from  OK>per,  Marryat,  or  Stevenson,  than  dry  legal  papers. 
Many  of  them  are  (|uaint  accounts  of  captures  at  sea,  hand- 
to-hand  fights,  and  hair-hrcadth  esca|>es,  the  case  of  the 
Fair  Amfrtcafi  In-ing  one  in  point,  and  the  deposition  of  her 
owner  is  before  me  as  I  write : 


The  Brig  fair  Amertcati  Rf»l>ert  Forest  Master  of  Phila* 
delphia  and  Ixiund  there,  was  Captured  and  taken  possession 
of  on  the  i^nh  N«i\emlH*r  by  the  French  Privateer  Jeaiout^ 
Ruff  Master,  who  tcM>k  out  the  Mate  and  three  men,  put  in 
a  Prize  master  &  eight  men  and  ordered  her  for  (saudaioup 
on  the  it^th  Inst.  ( I  believe)  at  atxit  eleven  or  twelve  o'CIckk 
at  night  was  recaptured  by  the  American  armed  Ships,  .l/ofi* 
tnuffiij.  S'.rf'dk  'jf  Rftalniti'sfi  whr>  tiMik  out  the  Frenchmen 
( Pri/emaster  excepted)  and  put  in  an  Officer  and  3  men  and 
directed  us  to  follow  them.  On  the  next  morning  we  were 
acain  Captured  by  the  French  Frigates,  the  Imufgtnt  Sc 
t'Jiifitr  and  a  French  lugger  \%ho  s«'nt  on  Iniard  a  Prizr- 
master  \'  5  men  and  ordered  us  for  (laudaloup  without 
taking  any  person  our  of  the  Hrig. 

In  the  Al'termion  Captain  Forest,  the  SuperCareo,  and 
Mr.  (iriswojd  l^-gan  to  form  a  plan  for  recapturing  the  \'e«- 
M*i  fuhivh  originated  with  C^aptain  Forest)  and  was  imm^ 
diatelv  agreed  Co,  al>«>t  eight  o'Clink  in  the  Kvenin|(  tllC 
Fremhrncn  Ining  on  the  Ouarter  Deck  Capt.  F.  seized  the 
Cutia<^s  friim  the  French  oHivcr  on  Deck,  t<x>k  possession 
of  the  Helm  and  Mr.  ( iriswold  ic  Sh<iemaker  run  up 
out  f  if  the  C^abin,  one  armed  with  a  Krace  of  Pistols  and  one 
\%ith  a  Sv%ord  iMith  In-longing  to  Mr.  (1.  m-hich  with  the  Cut* 
la^b  uf  the  French  otfii-er  \%as  all  the  Arms  on  boardt  all  At 
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men  auisted  to  drive  the  Frenchmen  helnw  who  made  but 
bale  resinance.  Mr.  G.  ic  S.  then  took  Charge  of  them  and 
watdied  all  nighl,  Capt.  F.  navigating  (he  Hrig  and  bore 
awav  for  Antigua  urr/  we  arrived  next  evening. 

WTien  we  recaptured  the  Brig  there  were  two  Frigates 
abot  4  miles  ahead  which  wc  believe  were  the  French  ones 
that  Captured  her. 

Thi»  Statement  ii  made  by  me  at  the  request  of  Capi. 
Murray  at  the  lame  time  i  reserx-c  to  myself  the  priviledge  of 
making  any  funher  Statement  or  Kxplanaiion  respecting 
At  Buatness  which  I  mav  conceive  requisite  or  proper. 

1  funher  observe  that  I  do  not  believe  the  Brig  would  have 
been  recaptured  had  not  Mr.  Ciriswold  his  Sword  &  Piitols 
it  3  men  from  the  Montnuma  been  on  hoard. — 

(Signed)  Jus.  Shocmaker,  Jr. 

Beside  the  cases  of  the  Diana,  ftarlf^uin,  {.a  Bellt  Credr, 
1UtnJ*eT,  Seplune,  Happy  Rrturn,  and  many  others  when 
ace  legal  questions  arose  by  reason  of  capture  or  loss 
•iraacet  H-e  find  that  upon  one  occasion  Mamilton  ap- 
I  for  the  United  Insurance  Company  in  the  case  of  the 
Wig  Nrnmy.  This  vessel,  which  was  owned  in  Baltimore. 
mbaeqaeiltly  met  with  a  strange  adventure  on  a  voyage  to 
Cmn^a^  via  Hayd,  which  began  in  July,  1 7<^>.  When  at  sea 
breoviewai  changed  so  that  she  brought  up  at  the  Dutch 
■laadof  Aniba,  where  she  disponed  of  her  mixed  cargo  nf  dry 
ywdsaild  provisioru,  and  took  on  another  of  arms  and  ammu- 
MMI,«llidi  the  intended  to  trade  wiih  the  French  at  Mavtt 
faroafce.  On  August  28  she  was  overhauled  Ky  the  British 
«*r  CBCttr  Sfmrmu,  belonging  to  the  Knglish  flag-»hip,  and 
mt  ID  Jamaica.  Two  days  later  a  Lieutenant  Kiiton  of  II. 
U.  S.  FtrrH  cau^t  a  large  shark  near  the  coast  of  Hayti.  and 
I  belly  a  package  tif  papers,  which  undoubt- 
I  ID  the  Nancy,  wai  found  therein,  and  was 
rtoLieutenaniWyld- of  the  cutter  that  had  capt- 
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treated  Morris  with  great  courtesy,  reviewed  his  arguments 
without  mercy,  exposing  all  their  weakness,  and  then  alluded 
to  the  boast  of  his  friend  in  a  strain  of  irony  that  turned  the 
laughter  of  the  court  and  audience  against  him. 

On  the  same  day,  after  the  court  had  closed,  there  was  a 
dinner  given  tr>  the  counsel,  judges,  and  others,  by  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer  of  Albany,  the  patnM>n.  Hamilton  went 
to  his  father-in-law's  (lenerai  Schuyler's*  to  dress  for  dini^r. 

0 

Morris  and  the  rest  to  the  PacriMin's.  When  Hamilton  ar- 
rived, \'an  Rensselaer  met  him  at  the  d(M>r,  and  to  put  him 
on  his  guard  informed  him  that  Morris  was  in  a  ver)*  bad 
humor. 

liamiitfin  went  into  the  nMim.  approached  Morris  most 
amiably,  and  s.iiii:  "My  friend,  you  will  rejoice*  I  hope, 
that  by  CassiusN  help  1  meet  you  here  with  our  friends  at 
dinner'" 

The  case,  like  many  others  at  the  time,  attracted  great  at* 
tenti«)n  and  the  cuurt-r(M>m  was  crowded.*  (leneral  Schuy- 
ler wrote  to  his  daughter,  Feliruary  ij,  i8oo:  "So  much 
has  my  dear  (leneral's  time  Inen  engrossed  by  his  law  busi- 
ness that  \se  have  had  but  a  small  portion  of  that  Company 
uhii'b  is  alwa\s  mi  pleasing  and  v)  instructive.  Mr.  Morris 
of  Counsel  f(»r  Mr.  ( iou\erneur,  showed  much  indiscretion  bjr 
obser\  jtir>ns  injurious  to  my  IX*ar  (leneral,  but  such  a  reply 
was  gr.  en  as  afforded  ( leneral  pleasure  to  the  Court  and 
Audiem  (-.  and  which  Mr.  Morris  felt  so  sensibly,  that  I  hope 
he  will  pr<iht  by  It  f«>r  I  very  sincerely  wish  him  well/' 

Mv  1)1  \R  Km7.^:  We  arrived  here  last  evening  well  and 
«^hjll  pnHerd  immediately  on  our  jciurney. 

1  forgtit  my  brirf  in  the  cause  of  Le  (luen  against  O 
\erneur  whiih  is  in  a  bundle  of  papers  in  my  armed  Chair  i 
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the  office.     Request  one  of  the  Gentlemen  to  look  for  it  and 
Knd  it  up  to  me  by  the  po«t  of  Tuesday.     Beg  them  not 
WB  fail — Adieu  my  beloved.     Kiss  all  the  Children  for  me. 
yr».     A.  II. 
Peeks  Kill  April 
16th  1797 

When  it  waf  finally  won  by  Hamilton  it  is  said  that  he  re* 
ftttcd  a  generous  fee  profTcred  him  by  his  grateful  client, 
aBepOfllut  it  was  too  much.  Rufus  Kin^,  in  his  memoirs, 
tttaa  ID  this  incident,  and  compares  Hamilton's  modesty  to 
Bht*!  exaction  of  a  diiproponionatc  sum  for  his  services. 
Lockily  I  have  found  Lc  Guen's  letter  which  states  the  faa. 


Louii  Lf  Gum  to  AUxanJer  Hamilton 

Gesieral  Hamilton  Nnr  Voas.  i*t  Uay.  tSea 

DCAK  Gknfral:  Still  deeply  moved  by  your  grnrrnus  pro- 


ccnlingi,  and  full  of  gratitude.  I  And  myself  obliged  to  Jo  what 
yoa  vestrrday  forbade  me  to,  confining  myself  to  remitting 
MM  ncrvwith  the  moderate  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 
Kindly  accept  it  and  at  the  same  time  the  assurance  that  no- 
hoij  in  the  world  is  more  res^cifully  attached  In  you,  or 
Borr  disposed  than  I  am  to  sei/c  every  onponunity  to  shew 
y^fu  all  my  latitude.  'Il>erefore.  dear  (lencrul,  l>c  «>  kind 
as  «>  make  use  of  them,  and  alM>  be  wtII  assured  of  the  sin- 
crricy  of  my  feelings,  which  will  last  as  lung  as  I  live.   .  .   . 

I  abo  enclose  a  little  account  of  what  I  ha>e  paid  to 
Mr.  Burr,  iiKluding  interest  at  seven  per  cent,  upon  divers 
Ma*  that   I   have  advanced   him  amounting  alirtgether  to 

I  peg  you  to  kindly  settle  this  biti  with  him,  so  that  he 
«fl  be  ntisfied;  he  has  promiscil  to  srtdr  up  «*ith  me  lo- 
mBnom  for  the  sum  of  13,100  dollars  that  he  tmes  me,  fallen 
4m  Am  tph  of  tan  month,  the  only  business  that  keeps  me 
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April  1800. 

To  ai'ifiunc  of  Mr.  Burr  for  onnrarium  up-fcvdatr  .      .    fii^oa 

Several  accounis  up«iii  his  order  to  Mr.  (irccn    .     .  290. 

Upon  $11100 thai  I  advanced  in  fhrre 

ftcparatr  sumt  at  difTrrrnf  limes.      Kiom  the  mimth  of 
July  i*»  Aupii%t    l7i;H-    to  the   ii;ih  April  I7i>*y —      F«*r 

8  in<»nih»  at  the  rate  ul'  ;"„ 522. 

Interest  for  one  \rar — u|)«in  a  bill  of  S13200  g24.oo 

146^666 

Thr  affairs  <»f  the  new  or  Park  I  heat  re/  which  wa*  com- 
mcni'i-ii  in  17(^4,  enf^a^i-J  llarniltf>n's  attention,  for,  owinf^  ro 
the  \iiissitiuieH  incident  to  insiitficient  capitalization  and  bad 
management,  the  prMs|H*ct  of  huiUling  this  important  place 
of  amusement  languisheii,  hut  was  hnally  carried  out  after 
many  |H*nple  IkuI  lost  a  great  deal  of  mr»ney.  The  land  upon 
which  it  was  erected  was  owned  hy  a  Mrs.  Ann  White,  and 
the  \ariotis  subscribers  to  the  luiilding  fund  included  tKc 
names  «»f  pretty  nearly  e\ery  |Hrsi»n  of  note  in  New  York 
at  the  time.  Some  fif  them  were:  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
fames  NN  arson,  William  i'«»nstal»le,  Nicholas  Ouger,  Wil- 
liam Havarii.  Isj.ic  (touxeriuiir.  llias  flicks,  (lerret  Ket- 
tleias.  Robert  S.  Kemble,  Nicholas  l.ow,  Dominick  Lvnch. 
lulian  l.udlt>w,  Stephen  lillinghast,  Pascal  N.  Smith, 
(ie«>ri:e  Scriba.  Julian  \'erplanck,  Joshua  Waddinf^ton, 
Nathaniel  Prime,  Rufus  King,  Charles  Wilkes,  I)eWin 
Clinton,  HrtK  k!:<>Ist  l.i\ingston,  fosiah  Ogden  HcifTman, 
(f»hn  Watts,  Nathaniel  fish.  I  homas  l.is|H-nard,  and  about 
s«  VI  ntv  others. 

Finallv,  after  rnui  h  ilisappi»inrment  and  trouble,  the 
mattf  r  was  rtttrrcii  to  C^h.iniiibir  I.tvingston,  and  Hamil- 
ton wjs  rrnpl'i\cd       1  Mil   lati  r.  wbi-n   the  theatre   wa%  act* 
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uadjr  oprnrd,  tt  had  trouble  in  paying  its  taxes.  It  appears 
thai  a  forcible  aticmpi  was  made  to  attach  ready  money,  or, 
in  other  words,  what  are  now  known  as  "the  hox-»f))ce  re- 
cnpts."  'I'his  led  to  a  suit  in  which  William  Henderson. 
Jacob  Waliham,  Morton  Carlyle.  and  Pollock  brought  action 
j^inn  William  Brown  for  trespass  and  lor  breaking  and  en- 
ceffing  the  plaintiffs*  close,  called  the  New  Theatre,  and  tak- 
im^  aitd  carrying  away  three  hundred  and  iwenty-tivc  pieces 
of  filver  coin  of  the  value  of  one  dollar  each.  Hamilton  de- 
IciMled  Brown  who,  it  appears,  was  duly  appointed  collector 
ct  direct  taxes  for  the  district  in  which  the  theatre  was 
■maird.  "He  had  been  also  duly  furnished  wiih  a  list 
in  which  the  loeuj  in  ^uo  was  designated  as  the  dwelling  house 
of  one  John  Hoffman,  and  as  such  was  taxed  at  three  hundred 
and  twenti'-five  dollart,  and  the  tax  being  unpaid  he  entered 
and  took  the  silver  coin  in  question  in  the  nature  of  a  distress 
for  die  ume.  'ITic  Theatre  and  appurtenances  upon  which 
iIk  tu  was  laid  and  levied  was,  in  fact,  not  the  dwelling 
kMHc  Sot  any  pcnon  whatever,  bui  a  Theatre  for  the  exhibi- 
IBQO  of  dramatic  performances,  but  by  mistake  it  was  inserted 
is  dtc  tilt  of  dwelling  houses  by  the  assessor." 

Hamilton  was  employed  on  the  1 2th  of  May,  1 789,  by  Dr. 
P.  J.  Mote,  of  Charleston,  to  collect  a  bill  against  a  Mr. 
Jofal  Tajrieur,  who  formerly  kept  a  jeweller's  shop  in  Queen 
Smcc  near  the  Oiffee  Houie.  New  York.  Ilaniiltnn's  name 
had  been  suggested  to  the  plaintilf  by  Mr.  I'nngle,  and  he 
waa  vg^  to  make  the  absconding  patimt  pay  his  bill,  "and 
m  have  no  indulgence  for  a  Man  so  faiibli-s!(." 

Certainly  the  doaor  was  most  liberal  with  his  patient,  for 
he  had  apvcd  to  furnish  alt  medicine,  and  that  he  should  not 
he  paid  anything  at  all  if  he  failed  to  cure  Mr.  I'aytrur,  and 
ncB  if  fac  did  cure  him  he  was  111  l>e  paid  only  ten  guineas 
Mowx,  and  Rn  guiiteai  more  six  months  after 
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One  of  the  doctor's  chief  grievances  was  chat  the  patient 
owed  "hard  specie"  and  he  had  paid  him  a  part  of  it.  His 
fear  was  that  he  might  take  advantage  of  the  circulation  of 
paper  money  and  discharge  the  rest  of  his  obligation  in  de^ 
prcciatcd  currency. 

The  dcKtor  informed  Hamilton  that  Tayleur  "had  ac- 
knowledged himself  that  his  disorder  had  already  costcd 
him  alxuit  iioo  sterling;  I  thought  I  had,*'  he  said,  "to 
deal  with  an  honest  Man.  I  did  not  hurry  him  for  the  pay- 
ment. It  was  only  Kight  days  after  his  depanure  but  I  was 
informed  that  it  was  n(»t  the  first  French  leave  he  had  been 
guilty  of.  If  I  had  known  it  v>oner  I  would  have  dealt  wicli 
him  c|uite  in  another  manner,  hut  I  trM)k  him  to  be  an  honest 
man  and  would  never  ha\e  mentioned  the  nature  of  his  di^ 
order  if  he  had  acted  as  suih.  After  you  received  the  pay- 
ment.  vou'll  Ik*  s4)  Kind  as  to  take  vour  due;  and  send  me  the 
haljjnce.  ^'ou  will  Iht  mi  giMni  as  to  Ohser\e  that  in  New 
^'ork  It  is  hard  Specie  and  here  paper  medium." 

(  )ne  of  Hamilton's  official  acts  when  Sccretan*  of  the  Trva»- 
ury  was,  in  17(^4.  to  pr(i|v)se  a  tax  on  carriages,  which  after- 
ward iH'came  a  law.*  and  its  enforcement  was  opposed  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  a  direct  tax  and,  therefore,  uncon- 
stitutional. Mjdison,  who  was  then  in  the  House,  bitterlv 
fought  the  pro|)osed  measure.  Later  Hyiton,  a  Virginian, 
brought  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court  to  determine  its  legality. 
Hamilton,  who  ap|M-ared  with  the  .Attorney-f  leneral  and 
Charles  Lee,  warmlv  defended  the  constitutionalitv  of  the 
law,  and  al'ter  an  el<>t|uent  speech  was  upheld  by  the  Court* 
who  decided  that  the  carriage  duty  was  an  excise  and  not  a 
direct  tax.     Inhere  seems  to  ha\e  licen  some  friction  in  the  Su» 

'  I   A-1  ir.f  yrnl   tHa!  atv'*.(   th^  a*  K:«''«   ■  f   :*'■    \>iArvifiA.  V* .  rnarf-kow 

th'^v  l«  A   "-y    ■:  :  •  f  'r.r   I'  :.  '--irr.f     i   *,r-r'A.   \VAih.;||t.iA  lot  A  iAilulV  Sd  ^mf  km 
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pmne  Coon,  fof  rhc  Chief  Justin  and  Justice  Cushing  did 
aot  sit  in  the  c»e,  2nd  Justice  Wil»on  gave  no  reasons  for 
ibe  opinion  of  the  Court.  William  Bradford,  the  Attorney- 
Grtwral,  lubwquemly  wrote  to  his  friend  Hamilton  as 
foUows: 

Wtlltam  BroJforJ  In  Al/xandrr  Hamilton 

PntLAOKLrmA,  Aug.  4,  tT>y 

Mt  deak  Sir:  The  record  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case 
rclsting  to  the  Carriage  Tax  is  not  yet  returned — but  I  ex- 
pect it  this  week.  1  learn,  however,  that  Taylor,'  who  has 
poUishcd  his  speech,  has  advised  the  defendant  to  make  no 
further  ar^mcnt  and  10  let  the  Supreme  Coun  do  as  they 
please, — and  that  in  consequence  of  this  advice  no  counsel 
wSi  appear  in  support  of  the  wnt  of  Error.  I  have  desired 
that  tne  District  Attorney  would  take  measures  to  Cf>unieracf 
this  mancruvrc— which  is  of  a  piece  with  the  rest  of  Taylor's 
coiMluct.  Having  succeeded  in  dividing  the  opinions  of  the 
Circuit  Coun.  he  wishes  to  prevent  the  effect  which  a  dcci- 
■00  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  full  argument  would  have  and 
pCffups  by  the  circulation  of  hi«  pamphlet  in  the  mean  time 
•oindttptMC  the  people  of  Virginia  to  paying  the  next  annual 
DM)r  on  their  carriages. — If  the  Defendant  persists  in  pur- 
HMg  riii*  advice,  I  presume  your  attendance  will  not  be 
necessary;  for  in  such  case  I  would  think  it  most  advisalile 
m  sabmit  the  cause  to  the  court  upon  the  nAo  aiguments 
ikai  have  been  already  made.  I'hat  of  Mr.  W'ickham's 
las  arrived  in  manuscript;  that  of  Taylor  wc  expect  by 
dw  next  post. — I  will  taxe  care  however  to  apprise  yuu  as 
toon  ai  the  record  arrives  what  is  to  be  expected. 

!■  aMue<]uci>cc  of  the  situation  of  things  and  some  new 
,  it  has  been   thought   advisable  to  mjuesi   the 
t  to  return  to  Philadcl.^llc  i*  expected  to  be  here 

Tfce  cnxy  speech  of  Mr.  Rutledgc  joined  to  certain  infor* 
nboa  thai  be  is  daily  sinking  inti>  debiliiy  of  mind  and  body. 
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will  probably  prevent  him  to  receiving  the  appointment  I 
mentioned  to  you.  But  should  he  aime  to  Philad'.  for  that 
purpose,  as  he  has  been  invited  to  do— ^  especially  if  he 
should  resign  his  present  office — the  embarrassment  of  the 
President  will  be  extreme — but  if  he  is  disordered  in  mind 
in  the  manner  that  I  am  informed  he  is, — there  can  be  but 
one  course  of  procedure.* — I  write  in  great  haste  5c  can 
only  add  that  I  am  with  great  regard 

Your  friend,  &c 

Wm.  B. 

*  John  RulMfT.  aftrr  hi«  n(imin«tWm  m.%  Chirf  JuMirv  of  the  (*ttllt«|  ! 

Suprrmr  Cimrt.  July  i.  17(45.  Ijr«an;c  iri^anr,  An«l  hi*  name  »u  rr|CKtod 
SmAtc  met  in  I>rtrmljrr. 


CHAPTER  VII 
HAMILTON,  THE  LAWYER  (Conciudci)) 

The  cue  by  which  Hamilton  ix  best  knuwn,  because  of 
in  luoonal  imponancc.  was  thai  of  the  I'copic  vj.  Cros- 
•cfl.  whkht  to  a  great  extent,  cstablUhed  the  present  law  of 
nd  in  the  United  States. 

CnmKll  was  the  editor  of  a  small  newspaper  called  the 
#<r^,  which  he  published  at  Huduin,  \cw  York.  He  sub- 
■^ucntly  edited  the  Balamr,  which  was  continued  after 
Hunilton't  death. 

Id  the  tMiie  of  September  9,  iSoz,  he  rrpublishrd  with 
cocwDenti  an  article,  orif>inally  wrinen  by  John  Molt  and 
p«hlilhcd  in  the  New  York  Kvrning  Po,-t.  whi-.-h  rrflectrd 
■pan  Thomas  Jefferson.  'I~hc  objectionable  matter  was  ihi«; 
**IUl  nya  the  burden  of  the  Federal  Song  i<  (hat  Jt-ffrrsun 
fmd  Callender  for  calling  WashingMn  a  traitor,  a  roblter.  a 
fujltnt;  for  caltinj;  Adams  a  hoary*hraded  incrndiary  and 
(or  BOM  gronly  iJandcrittg  the  pri^'^ir  characters  of  men  he 
wcfl  bmr  were  virtuous.  Thrsr  charges  not  a  drmocratii- 
CJNor  hst  yvt  dared  or  ever  will  dare  10  meet  in  an  open  and 
wmtif  discusnon." 

Ctfcndrf,  the  per«on  referred  to,  was  the  editor  of  Thr 
Pmifiit  B*/orr  Vj,  published  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  and 
M  ck>  tine  be  was  constantly  enga)>cd  in  mo<>t  inirmper- 
■■  akac  of  the  Federalists  -  and  Washington,  llamilion. 
rrc  the  particular  victims  of  hit  enmity;    in 
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I  lu'  otiur  lawyrrs  whn  :ip[x-:iri'il  wirr  Mr.  Van  N\ 
\\i\it  ;irtriwjril  sirvfii  as  liiirr's  sroinil  in  the  durl*  Am- 
hmsv  SjHnicr.thr  Attnrnry-C  irmral.anil  Mr.  ilarriMin.  Ihc 
lattrr  was  asso^'iated  with  Hamilton  for  the  drfcncc,  as  was 
Mr.  \"an  Ntss. 

This  trial  attraitt-tl  the  most  w iilc-spn-aJ  attention,  and  the 
paiHTs  tilled  their  o»lumns  with  pungent  criticism  of  the 
pr<KTi-dinj;s  and  of  raih  other.  1  he  (  Ltrr  C*Aif:t\  Garuttr^  a 
Fc  dcral  sheet,  was  esjHi  iaily  active,  and  articles  from  the  prn 
ol*  \lr.  I.linenilofir  were  directed  airainst  (leneral  Armstrong, 
a  r.idii  jl  Democrat,  who  wrote  fur  a  pa|H-r  in  the  same  rnmn. 
c.illtd  the  Plt^'iiiifi.  Mi-mlH-rs  i\\  Hamiltrm's  own  partv 
met  at  C'la\eraik  anil  afterward  at  Alhanv,  and  the  t%sue 
was  ff  It  to  he  one  of  the  tirst  irn|M»rtance,  invoUinp,  as  it  did, 
the  liln-rty  of  the  pre^ss,  arul  the  i»|i|V)rttmity  of  the  Federal- 
ists t<»  hi:ht  in  future  f<ir  tlieir  i.iusc  which*  hy  this  time*  was 
almost  lnijHless. 

( i(  neral  Si  huvler,  who  was  ever  at  the  ellMiw  of  his  ener- 
refit  siin-in-Iaw,  wri»te  trMin  Alhanv,  |unc  2?,  lSo2,  tu  Mrs. 
Hamilton  who  was  then  in  New  ^'nrL: 

I  h.i^e  had  aluuit  a  d^/en  Fideralists  ask  me,  intreatinj; 
me  to  write  to  ^'"ur  ( ii  in  ral  it  |x»ssi|ilr  to  attend  on  the  ^ih 
of  next  month  at  C'la\erai  k,  as  i'nuncd  to  the  Federal  printer 
there  whf>  is  to  he  rriid  nn  an  Indictment  for  a  IiIh*!  af^amst 
that  |i-fKrsi>n,  wh«»  di^i:raies  not  urdv  the  place  he  fills  hut 
|ir>itiuiis  immoralitv  h\  his  |>erniiiiiiis  examples-- To  thcne 
.ippliiants  I  ha\e  answered  with  the  iiri/ens  cif  N.  ^'urk 
wi  f  xrt  rul  to  all  the  first  wi  ek  in  |i:l\  that  I  iH-liesed  it  wuuld 

■ 

rvr  h<  p«is>.iMe  fur  him  tn  he  at  ('la\irai'k  I  shall,  howesef, 
iiMriar  \<iu  to  menriMn  it  tn  hir?! — It  his  hiismes«  will  permit. 
rill-  ai«i<-  WMuld  lu-  (it  s(-r\i(e  and  the  results  such  as  his  real 
trirnd^  wish 

It  h.is  l»<  t  n  al!(  ;;•  d.  that  at  rhe  time  Amhrose  Spencer  tried 
the    lasr    t'>r   the    p<'i|^If     In    h.ui    |ust    Ixren  elected   j  judce. 
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aod  that  be  proceeded  with  more  confidence  because  he 


;ht  that  the  respect  for  his  pottinon  would  entitle  him  to 
imniinity  fiom  hot  rejoinders  of  the  lawyers,  but  this  state- 
matt  wa».  without  doubt,  a  slander  u(  the  period.  Later 
S^>erKrr  admitted  all  of  Hamilton's  great  qualities. 

Hamilton  a>ntended  that  "the  greater  the  truth  the  greater 
At  bbd**  was  an  outworn  dictum,  had  in  moralx  and  bad 
io  hw.  After  a  long  argument  the  court  was  divided;  Kent 
and  Tbotnpton  were  against  Lewis  and  Livingston  and  in 
&mr  of  Hamilton,  but  the  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Lewis 
Mood  at  law. 

Hiltlreth  uatcs  that  "a  declaration  bill  was  later  introduced 
ioio  ibc  assembly,  but  delayed  for  political  rravnnii.  At  the 
n  an  act  allowing  the  truth  to  be  given  in  evidence 
,  but  defeated  by  the  Council  of  Revision,  com- 
ptMed  of  the  judges  and  chancellor.  The  aa,  with  some 
■ndification  however,  became  (he  law  ihe  next  year,  and  is 
BDW  in  force  throughout  the  Uniti-d  States.' " 

Hamilfon's  notes  in  this  great  trial  are  before  me,  and  may 
be  reproduced  in  their  entirety. 

I.  Tbe  liberrvof  the  prefs  con  fists  in  the  right  to  publish 
wiA  impunity  Truth  with  good  mntives  for  justiHabIc  ends 
flKNifh  reflecting  cm  Gov'',  Magistracy  or  Individuals 

n.  That  the  allowance  of  this  right  is  efscntial  to  the 
pffCflcnratMn  of  free  Govcrnm'',  the  dilallo^-ancc  of  it  fatal. 

III.  That  its  abufe  is  to  be  guarded  against  by  ftihjert- 
i^^  ihc  extrdt  of  it  to  the  animadversion  and  controul  of 
At  Tribunals  of  justice;  but  that  this  conttoul  cannot 
■Mr  be  entrusted  to  a  permanent  ImkIv  of  Magistracy  and 
iMMTca  the  effectual  co-operation  of  Court  and  jury. 

IV.  Tkai  ID  confine  the  Jury  to  the  mere  rguestion  of 
id  the  application  of  terms;  without  the  right 
I  the  intent  ot  tendency  referring  10  the  Court 
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the  exclufivc  right  of  pronouncing  upon  the  cons^rruction 
ti*n(ii*ncy  and  intrnt  ofiht-  allcfvcii  IiIh*I.  is  calculated  to  render 
negatory  the  funerion  of  the  Jury;  enahling  the  Oiurt  to 
make  a  lihel  of  any  writing  whatvcM-ver  the  nioft  innocent  or 
cummemlahle. 

V.  1  hat  it  is  the  general  rule  of  criminal  law  that  the  in- 
tent conftitutes  the  crime  and  that  it  is  e(|ually  a  general 
rule,  that  the  intent,  miml  or  y.'-  urstrrifj  is  an  inference  of  fjcf 
to  Ik-  drawn  In  the  Jury. 

\"l.  I  hat  it*  there  are  exccprinns  to  this  rule  thrv  are 
confined  to  cafes  nn  which  n(»t  on!\  the  principal  fact  but  its 
circumstances  can  he  and  are  s|H-cihcallv  defined  by  Statute 
or  ludicia!  Precedents. 

VII.  That  in  respect  t»>  lilul  there  is  no  such  specitic 
and  precise-  dtfinition  (»f  tacts  and  circumstances  to  br 
found;  th.it  conHe(|uently  it  is  difficult  if  not  irnpofMbic  to 
prom»unce  that  anv  writing  is  |Kr  te  ami  exclusive  of  all  cir- 
cumstanct-s  Jilu-Jlous.  I  hat  is  IiIh*IIous  character  must  de- 
pend on  intent  and  tendency  the  one  and  the  other  being 
matter  i»f  tact. 

VIII.  Thar  the  definitions  or  descriptions  of  libeU  tf^ 
\h'  tMund  in  the  lMM)ks  predicare  rhem  up<»n  some  ma!iii<HAS 
or  miNihicMms  inrmt  or  teiulc  Mi  \ .  tii  expose  indi\iduaU  ri> 
h.irrid  or  contt-mpt  or  tooccalion  a  disturbance  or  breach  f«f 
the  pracr. 

I\        I  hat   in   determining   the   character  of  a   libel   the 

I  rurh  or  falsrh'MKi  if  in  the  nature  of  things  a  material  ir^ 

gndient  thMugh   the  truth  mav  not  alv\a\s  l>e  decilisr  but 

Im  irii:  al'uttd  m.i\  still  admit  ot  a  rnahcious  and  milihic^oui 

inTi  r^f  whiih  m.i\  ci'M'^tiTute  a  Ii}>cl 

\  rh.it  in  the  R'»m.in  I.aA  une  ff»urce  of  the  doctrine  of 
liS«  I,  the  truth  in  .  .i!i  s  iiiti  rcNtin;^  Ti»  the  piif»h\"  mav  !<  p^en 
in  c'lidi-nve  I  hjt  the  jnritf'.t  >tjttiti-N  pruhahlv  deilaratur\ 
I?  the  ».'rT.m««n  f'i.ike  thi  t.iI-ih'"Hi  an  mcndirnt  of  the 
^.'riTTu-,  that  annint  prc.iJin?N  in  the  i.*i»urt%  of  fusricr 
I  ■  rrf-iv  .p.d  an.i  thjt  the  |ii.«  dents  to  this  dav  iharge  a  ma- 
h.  j...'^  iriTi  nt 

\l        1  hat  the  d^K  trine  • -t  i  \  Judmi;  the  truth  as  imma* 
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srial  ongifutrd  in  a  tyrannical  and  polluted  fourcc,  the 
CoMTt  oT  Star  Chamber  and  that  though  it  prevailed  a  con- 
wlenble  knrth  o(  time  yet  there  arc  leading  precedents 
down  ID  the  RcTOJution  and  ever  fince  in  which  a  contrary 
practice  ptcvailcd. 

XII.  That  the  doctrine  being  against  reason  and  natural 
nsbce  and  contrary  to  the  original  principle*:  of  the  common 
law  enforced  by  Statutory  provisions,  precedents  which  sup- 
pon  h  defrne  (o  be  confidcrcd  in  no  better  light  than  as 
maliu  uTus  which  ought  to  be  abolished. 

XIII.  That  in  (he  general  diKtribution  of  powers  in  our 
Sywem  of  jurisprudence  the  cognizance  of  law  belongs  to 
Bc  Court,  of  fan  to  the  Jury;  that  as  often  as  they  are  not 
hfcoded  the  power  of  the  Court  is  absolute  and  exclusive. 
That  in  civil  cafes  it  is  always  so  and  may  rightfully  be  so 
ocimJ.  That  in  criminal  cafes  the  law  and  fact  being  al- 
^tf*  blended,  the  Jury  for  reasons  of  a  political  and  peculiar 
■anm*  for  the  security  of  life  and  liberty,  is  entrusted  with 
Ae  power  of  deciding  both  law  and  fact. 

XIV.  That  this  distinction  results: 

I.  From  the  ancient  forms  of  pleading  in  civil  cafes  none 
bw  special  pleas  being  allowed  in  matter  of  law,  in  criminal 
none  but  the  general  ifsue. 

X.  From  the  liabilit)-  of  the  Jury  to  attaint  on  civil  cases 
and  the  general  power  of  the  Court,  as  its  substitute  in  grant- 
ing new  trials  and  from  the  exemption  of  the  jury  from 
anainr  on  criminal  cafes  and  (he  defect  of  power  to  n>nm>ul 
Aar  verdicts  by  new  trials;  the  tcft  of  ever)'  legal  power 
bn^g  in  capacity  to  produce  a  definitive  efTea  liable  neither 
■DjMnishtDent  nor  conttoul. 

tV.  That  in  criminal  cases  nevenhelefs  the  Coun  are 
Ab  cnnwinitioml  advisers  of  the  Jury  in  matter  of  law; 
■kn  a>T  oocnpromti  their  consciences  by  lightly  or  rafhly 
itmt^^tmim  Ami  advice;  but  may  still  more  compromit 
Aair  caaaoences  by  following  it,  if  exercising  their  judg- 
mmu  wUk  diacretion  and  honesty  ihey  have  a  clear  convic- 
Maa  dMI  dH  dufgc  of  the  Court  is  wn}ng.' 
*  rtOB  Ik  ortpiul  Hid  aaU*. 


iS')  ALKXANDtR   HAMILTON 

c*nt  Siih- Treasury  builJing,  bcfcirc  Mr.  Justice  John  Lan* 
sing,  tlu*  thtn  Mayor  Richard  Varick«  and  the  Recorder 
Richard  Harrison. 

i'hr  trial  was  excTcdingly  sensational  and,  if  anything, 
attraited  more  attention  than  any  recent  proceeding.  It 
in-gan  Tuesday.  .March  31,  iKoo,  and  continued  several 
da\s.  Hurr  made  the  opening  s|H*ech,  and  Hamilton  in- 
terriigated  must  of  the  witnesses,  and  summed  up.  It  would 
ap|H-ar  that  from  the  lust  the  presiding  justice  was  not  con- 
\inceil  of  Weeks's  guilt,  and  regarded  the  e\idcnce  as  so 
flimsy  that  he  \irtuall\  directed  the  jury  to  bring  in  a  verdict 
of  acijuirtal,  which  thi\  diil.  This,  however,  was  most  dis- 
tasteful to  the  excited  public,  who  were  quite  sure  of  die 
prisoner's  culpability,  and  wanted  him  punished.  Il  ap- 
|x-.irt-(l  in  e\idence  that  though  the  deceased  girl,  who  was 
\ery  beautiful.  h.id  iH-en  \ery  intimate  with  Weeks,  her 
n-btinns  with  others  had  In-en  decidedly  promiscuous  and 
impro|HT:  it  was  likely,  therefore,  that  some  of  them  had 
made  awav  with  her.  Mrs.  Ring's  anger  and  violence  when 
the  \erilici  w  jn  brnught  in  were  intense  Shaking  her  fist  in 
n.iiT:ilT'in\  f.iir  she  said.  "If  thee  dies  a  natural  death  I 
^h.ill  think  tilt  le  is  n*)  lUNtice  in  hea\en."  In  this  connec- 
n>  11  It  Is  .1  i mi* ills  t.iit  th.it  Ix'th  C*hief  justice  Kansing  and 
I LiTTultfin  ilidi  as  she  h.id  prt dieted.  The  former  was  noff 
N(  f  n  .ilr.e  :itri  r  lie  Irlr  his  h<>ril  <>ne  day.  in  iKig,  to  reach 
tilt     \ilMn\    bo.it.  .iMii  hiN  b*Hl\  w.is  ne\er  tt>und. 

\n  .lil'  1^1  li  SI  i:  ..iriiin.il  ]iu  itii  nt  ••!  the  trial,  which  i^,  haw« 
I  M  r.  hTirnii  .  b.is  bi  (  n  nttrrtd  t«i  f'\  se.eral  f»f  Hamdton*S 
1:  '^".ipfn  r*  It  l^  in  I  !^  1 1.  tli.it  iiru  mI*  the  witnesses,  a  man  of 
I  .1  !  I  fMr.i.  tt  r  n.:i*!<  A  i'r<<iii  ht  r,  whii  w  js  susi^c  vted  i»f  being 
r^.f  r'.il  iTuiriitrcr.  w.i  i*M.if  t<i  Inrrav  himsell  b\  a  dramatic 
I  V  <   !i(  r>r  •!•  V  iNC  d  l'\  il.i;iiiltfn.  i\h«»  hi  Id  two  lighted  candles 

iixM  til  hi%  tavt  while  hi  v\js  en  the  sund  during  the  latter 
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pan  of  the  day-  Allhough  this  witness  Croucher  was  1 
lodger  in  the  Ring  house,  there  was  no  proof  that  he  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  crime,  but  he  sought  to  throw  suspicion 
upon  his  rival  Weeks.  The  repon  of  the  (Hal  shows  that  a 
lighted  candle  was  simply  used  for  the  ideniiRcation  of 
CfTWcher. 

Panon.  who  was  Burr's  hiographer,  has  made  him  the 
hero  of  the  story.  In  this  connection  it  may  he  stated  (hat 
Hamilton  had  always  believed  in  the  innocem-e  uf  his 
clieni,  aivd  that  he  would  not  have  taken  his  case  had  he 
had  any  doubts  of  his  position.  In  fact,  some  of  his  legal 
asaociatn  at  (he  (imc,  in  giving  (heir  impressions  of  his 
nrthods,  have  s(atcd  that  he  never  entered  a  case  simply 
as  an  advocate,  but  that  he  first  convinced  himself  of  (he 
I  individual's  innocence,  and  then  went  heart  and 
3  the  defence. 

The  field  of  his  professional  labors  was  no  restricted  one, 
aad  be  was  often  in  Albany,  or  again  in  Kingston,  or  Puugb- 
keepne,  or  other  places,  taking  long  journeys  by  river  sloops, 
or  MSge-ooaches.  or  in  the  saddle  in  company  with  other 
Inryen  who  followed  the  circuit.  Much  of  his  intimacy 
vkh  Chartcellor  Kent  grew  from  this  cIomt  contact.  In  his 
opcme-book  appears  a  charge  of  four  hundred  dollars  for 
oghc  days'  work  at  New  Haven,  at  tiftv  dollars  per  day.  he 
htffing  been  employed  by  the  State  of  .S'ew  ^'ork.  From 
Arnne  lource  we  are  informnl  thai  on  M;iv  in,  171)^,  he 
I  a  retainer  of  five  hundred  dollars  from  the  "  I  'nited 
s  Ibr  attendance  on  Philadelphia  for  a  fortnight's  work 
[  the  quctdon  of  the  Constitutionality  of  the  Car- 
M^Tax." 
Hi*  letten  to  his  wife  were  written  under  the  most  varying 
He  wrote  frtim  Albany,  October  7.  I7q'>.  to 
.  Hamilton  at  69  Stor>e  Street:     "'litis  troment  I  came 
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frtirn  0)iirr  jnd  I  tVar  I  shrill  nor  Ik-  liisc-n^aged  from  it  be- 
f«trc  S.iniid.iv.  [iitiiic  <><  niv  inipaticnii-  hv  \*tuT  f>wn  I 
am  i|uiri-  well  \tiii  ii  inv  il.iilni^  l.li/j."  He  later  vjid,  he 
hnpiil  fii  "hniNh  inv  Imi  iru  »«s  si»  ;i%  return  cin  Ihursila\  If 
Vi'ssrI  fftliTs  .ir  rhr  riinr  aiui  .1  t.iir  winiK  I  may  taLr  thar 
fn«Kii-  nf  riinw\  .irur.**  Mr  .i^ain  inldnnrtl  her  from  AI- 
lianv  of  his  |i.iinftil  dc  re  ntion  rlii  n-  l»\  tiu-  ^liiw  prr>f;rr\ii  of 
rlir  I'oiirr.  .irid  <it  Ins  c  \ri(-nir  .iiixif  ry  to  Ik-  with  hir,  and  trIU 
lit  r  hr  I1.1S  \\rirTin  ?•»  Ik  r  "l»\  wanr  to  tht-  larc  of  Capr. 
I{ii\((l"  Mfini:  tniia^'td  i"  loiiir  in  Pou^hkcrpsje,  he  rr- 
ti  r  ^  ro  rhr  •  xitsnim-  hrar  atui  s.i\  s :  **  I  ha\r  rt-viUrd  tr>  mod- 
tratr  rn\  nio'.c-intnrs  whiih  *.\ill  iina\oidjhlv  iKrasion  drla\. 
Hut  inv  it<rs\  will  i^rrli  r  my  sra\ln^  somrwhat  lon^r  to  my 
s<ri'nislv  li^Lini:  mv  hi.ilth  I  hr  \'rssr|  pasN«*d  \Vc»t  Point 
in  rhr  ni^hr  sn  rli.ir  I  -.IkiII  liavr  ro  make  that  \isiton  mv  rt- 
rtirn  II.im  p.iritiuf .  mv  Xniri  I  \'  lo\c-  mv  al^av^  at  vou 
ha\r  d«ini       <  lod  Miss  \ mj  pr.ivs  al\\a\s  yr  aff.  A.  H.'* 

Krom  Hn«lson  hr  wrirrs:  "I  am  iha^rini-d  at  the  pros- 
|M-K  r  i)f  Ih  ini:  ti«  taincd  longer  than  I  c-x|K-i'ted.  Our  ad^rr- 
sarn  s  ha'.i-  madi-  strong  iHi»rts  r«»  |Misr|H»ne  the  irauM*  to 
arv'thi  r  iir>i2ir.  and  rhiuii^h  tit-tt-arrd  in  this  thev  ha\r  riK- 
raim  li  a  i!t  lav  ri!l  Wrdnisiiav  nixt  ilowexer  disagrrrablr 
anil  uuMn-. I  nii-nt  v*  riii-  !•»  stav,  ir  is  nut  |vissihlc  for  mc  m 
this  s:rii.irinn  to  «|iiit '*  I  his  was  pro|>jhly  during  the  I^ 
(  itji  n  trial 

What  has  Ix  c  n  *«aiil  nt  his  mmjc-sr  idea  of  the  xalue  of  hit 
servK  IS  whiih  w.is  ^h«»"An  m  thr  I.r  ( iu«n  vase  mav  he  Jf^am 
rt-tcrrfd  r>  M-'ft't-.tr  ir  \\i>ulii  ap|Mar  rhat  he  uc»uld  rxK 
ittHM-nt  t'l  al!'f  himsi  It  with  am  i.i^t  that  was  at  all  %u»- 
pui'itis,  or  m  ^hiih.  hi^  pr<>t(  ^sinnal  n  purariMii  mi^ht  suffer 
lit  i'\idinr|-.  i.irritd  thi>  '•ir\  far  if  wr  mav  iud^  from  the 
manv  c  ndorNt-rni  nts  rn  rhi-  a|>pluations  that  uere  made  to 
him. 
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Ai  in  example  of  what  is  meant,  the  following  inddrnt 
nujr  be  related.  One  of  hi&  clientsi  wrote  to  him  in  May. 
1796: 

Deak  Sir:  Wishing  10  have  the  brnclit  of  your  much 
cnecmed  counsel  as  a  lawyer  in  important  cases,  if  un> 
foRunaiely  1  should  l>e  hcrcaftrr  involved  in  any,  I  have 
eoHcMed  you  my  note  for  one  thousand  dollars,  payahle  in 
five  yean  at  five  per  cent  per  annum,  which  I  In-g  you  to  ac- 
cept with  interest. 

ihii  wat  endorsed  by  Hamilton:  "Returned  as  being 
more  than  is  proper.     A.  H." 

Many  of  his  papers  are  also  endorsed  with  comments 
which  show  that  he  would  not  accept  employment  if  the  in- 
imsts  of  other  clienis  could,  in  the  least  way,  be  affected  by 
hi*  anioa.  In  fact,  he  was  punctilious  to  a  degree  in  the 
nuttrr  of  pmfeuional  ethics. 

Hit  ideas  of  compensation  were  certainly  not  extravagant, 
especially  in  the  beginning  of  his  career,  although  it  is  said 
his  pnifies*iofial  income  was  considerable  before  he  aci~epted 
die  Treasury  portfolio.  I'Cgal  compcnsaiion  in  those  da)i 
wai  paltry  compared  with  the  charges  of  t'wla).  when  the 
ittBm  from  a  single  great  case  is  likely  to  make  the  lawyer 
tiA  for  the  rest  of  his  life;  but  it  muKt  be  remarked  that  the 
labors  of  a  lawiTrthen  were  more  conscrAativc  than  they  now 
arv.  and  the  modern  pursuit  of  prcimofir>n  was  almost  un- 
drramed  of.  Specialties,  too.  were  unkmtwn.  1  hr  hard- 
g  bwyer  of  the  latter  pan  of  the  eighteenth  century  was 
I  at  home  in  the  criminal  court  as  in  the  trial  of  civil 
and  it  was  not  considered  in/r,i  Jig  to  lend  orte's 
I  and  efforts  to  the  defence  nf  an  aicuM-d  pervm.  rK> 
r  poor.  It  is  somewhat  cumms  to  find,  notwiih- 
[  dw  dignity  and  ronservati%m  ^^f  the  practitioner  of 
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those  days,  that  even  Hamilton  was  not  above  a  retaining  o; 
conditional  fee,  as  the  following  note  will  show: 

Johnathan  Jackfon  for  Argument 
Harnett  \s.  rnderwritcrs 

fxepared  and  attending  at  Albany  SlOO 
f  succesfful  an  additional  hundred. 

As  a  rule,  his  retaining  fee  in  the  many  years  of  his  prac- 
tice,  and  even  afterward,  was  one  pound  sterling*  although 
he  recei\ed  manv  vearlv  retainers,  for  his  services  as  cnun«el 
to  si*\eral  corporations  with  \\hich  he  was  connected,  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  more.  In  1782  5  his  fees 
were  much  smaller  than  those  he  received  at  a  later  date, 
and  in  the  years  just  bi-fore  his  death  he  made  from  twrKe 
thousand  to  fourteen  thousanii  dollars  per  annum. 

Some  idea  of  his  professi(»nal  work  and  the  sums  rr- 
cei\ed  therefor  may  be  derixed  from  an  inspection  of  a  kind 
of  journal  or  cash  lKx>k  to  which  reference  has  already  been 
made. 

178^  May  30.  Kaac  Srar«,  a  rruinrr  in  a  caufc  ex- 
pected t«»  l>r  iornmcturii  l»v  Sodrritrivm 
jgainNt  Srjrs  &  Sriiiih.  and  advur  therrun 
at  \jriou%  rirnrs  £b.  0  0 

1754  Ma\   I.     Hjnk  «>t  Nrw  Vf>rk     Tci  thi^  fum  paid 

Mr.  Mj\%%rll  in  pjrtol  a  hnufc  purchafrd«»n 
aii'«'uni  of  ihr  hunk  £^iO.  00 

I7S^     Scpr    z^4      \Ian«>r  of  Krnrrlarn%-ick   Dran^ing  a 

mrm<iiijl  t«i  rhr  I  r^itUliirr  £y  40 

1755  Ruhrrt   ii«>Mnr  ilrj^ftini:  ^   prfit|i»n    &   rrlprctinp 

irnif  t>>  pcrliins  within  thr  Kritilhlinc  £i  13. D 
•*         Nii\     <^       |«>hn  Murrjv.    Xd^iir  iiin^rfning  the 

pri<prirt\  nt  luinj*  a  p€tti>n  in  uK«ilc  hands 

gtuKlf  Hrrr  attaihrd  £t.lO^. 
*'        Nu%.   i>       Uaac   Mntr«.      Drawing  a  release  of 

LXmer  £1    o.a 
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1^5 

Nor,  Actiully  copo^ng 

0 

0.8. 

Aaf.  }o.     Stephen  Drlanrcy.     To  dnd  charp 
on  the  circuit  in  Wrftchcfter  10  try  your 
dufc   bcinK  a    critical    caufc.    and    havins 

fuccKiled 

£» 

0.0. 

Aaron  Burr.     To  one  half  thr  Tavern  CKpcnw  of 

1 

13.0. 

" 

Jo1mium>  Hardcnbcfg.     To  9  dayi  abr«Ke  to  try 

^roarntifcat^spcrdajr. 

4S 

oja. 

•• 

RcninrTvin  fuits  iicainrt  tm  pcrfom  at  £1.10  each 

15 

0.0. 

•• 

Not.    14.     To    ihii    fum    teccired    by    him    of 

Truftca  of  Schrnraady  ai  a  Retainer 

S 

0^. 

■tk 

Mar.  12.     The  anenti  of  the  Prufriclmi  of  Way- 
wayanda.     TnarcnunTfot  adiicr  Ac  fer^tm 
rcnidcrtd  ihi»  day  Aitrndinij'  at  Oiefter  and 

150 

0.0. 

" 

Nov.  1.     The  Minifict  uf  Spain  to  amount  paid 

pol-kecpcn  im  affumcd  by  mc. 

»9 

14.0. 

To  adrirv  &  fetvic c*  at  Counwl 

37 

6.K. 

■ 

Apr.  l«.     'MiiTn  Mazcn'F  for  diawin|>  ■  fpecial 

titdemniryinf;  ImnJ  ni  furnic* 

1 

0.0. 

I7t6 

HcBty     tt    McClrllan.      DTjwinf;    mrmohal    to 
Congrtf)  rrfp«»lnc  Canadian  aff»iii 

ri. 

10.0. 

" 

QMKion  on  citation  la 

10. 

0.0. 

" 

Aag.  10.     Advice  cutKcining  Brandy  left  with 

r«l  by  Mr.  Price 

1 

10.0. 

'7«7 

Not.  $.     John  J.  Van  Renfflaer,     Tucafh  paid 

your  draft  on  mc  in  favoor  of  Mr.  Sirvenf.m 

to. 

A^JCK     Stn.«elV.nM.Je      To  cunal  for  ... 
tcadbf  circuit  in  your  caufc  wiih  .Mr  WilUi 

■7a 

■(  amtnfra.  Ac. 
Rsfsd  N.  Smith.     Survinnc  partner  of  Seara  tt  \ 
Smith.     To  opinion  conccmini;  the  rfiate  1 

10. 

-' 

oflfaacSeart                                                     ' 

1. 

0 

OcLt.     Miniater  of  United  Nrthrrlanil*    (>pin- 
Ida  cooceminit  certain  public  ccrtih.  jic  af- 
fiped  by   Ben}amin  Em]..  Inqutiie*  ai  the 

Tiwrury  *c 

i-4- 

•  * 
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1788     Oct.  10.     Cash  paid  A.  Burr,  Esquire  in  full  of 

your  part  <>f  J.  IJoyd  vs  B.  Sncthcn. 

••        Nov.  z8.      To  Pintard  draft  of  Omtravcrfy  with 

Mr.  Shcddcn  3.  ^jo, 

200 
Draft  in  favor  of  B.  Walker  100  Paid  bank  for  a 

note  cndorfrd  by  him  200. 

17^5     Apr.  29.     JamcsCirccnlcaf  opinion  in  divorce  fio. 

concrrntnf;  fio. 

Br.  vcfsrl  captured  &  recaptured  by  her  crew  f  10. 

kubsr(|iirnt  advice  at  diHerent  timet  1 5. 

Opinion  on  Revenue  laws  20. 

"        Ph.  Schu\lrr  &  .\fs<Kiatrs  Dr.  to  Cash  flSl4.l8 

for  thu  *um  paid  Peter  (toelct  the  *,  part 
of  a  tract  of  f)7<>i  acres  S4>ld  bv  thelruftcei 
of  the  American  or  Rinp^'ood  Iron  Co. 
situate  in  Crtsb\*s  manor  payable  in  4 
<|uartc-r%  pa\m(-nt%.  1  down.  2d  1st  of  April 
next  ^i  <Kt.»*r  next  4'*  Mt  April  1 797. 
**        Aug.    14th.     Receucd   from   Fillier  for  opinion 

concerning  conveyance  of  soldiers*  rights  f  15. 

received   from   \'an   den  Heuvel  for  opinion 
concerning  abandonment  1 5. 

l7*/»     Jan.     Opinion  for  Mr.  Keep  regarding  an  opin- 

ion  lonctrning  a  (tang  Way  lO. 

Fcb'y  to  Dr.   Lenox  for  opinion  concrming  hb 

marriage  lO. 

Mar.  17.  For  this  fum  recei\ed  of,  for  opinion 
on  two  p^thcies.  one  refpecting  right  of  aban- 
donment <if  vcfsel  after  acquittal  Ac  appeal,        fao. 

The  other  refpecting  cafe  of  infurance  blockaded 
Ac  for  this  fum  received  of  fjuackenbufh  tc 
Ogllvie  20. 

Letter  to  Th.  Cazenove  for  opinion  concerning 
a(  t  of'  Legiflature  refpecting  Land  of  l>utch 
Co'  25. 

July  2d  Ac  10.  111.  Ca/eno\r  for  opinion  Ac 
confultjtii>n  with  Judge  IWnfon  Ac  Sir.  Jones 
ctmcerning  a  certain  act  ot  legtflature. 
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<7* 

July  1 1 .     Lc  Roy  it  Bayard  for  opinion  rrrpcct- 
in|:   crnivrjanm    from    Rol)rii    Mont*    lo 

Duteh  Co.  GuUaer  Mefwr   At  Co. 

5. 

Aa(.  16.     Fur  anmdancc  &  trial  of  rwo  cinrt- 
n»enu  in  King;*  Couni)-.      ITiot.    IVn  tyck 

for  retainer  Caiacti  whci  applied  i»  me 

*'$' 

" 

No*.  24.     Lc  Roy  &  Bayard  <.n  act  uf  Sertica 

rriatini;  to  a  talc  of  land  to  .^ron  Burr.' 

<56. 

>7W 

LttlunCaufe 

$1$. 

C^zao^t 

>5oo. 

■ 

Oct,  16.     Difcountcd  with  .Xa.  Burr  hv  Olivet  & 

IVmpfon 

so- 

Oct.   14.     Dutch    Co.    "for    infpecting    feveral 
for  a  tract  of  land  contiancd  for  wiih  A. 

Borr  At  Advice. 

lo 

- 

Ape.  $.     Henry  Capt  for  dcfcndins  him  on  two 

•S 

IndKtnienta 

so. 

Opnion  in  Mrririnc  «mcemin«  money  ttipulaied 

»  Indians. 

>S- 

Bache  for  irviniE  hii  cafe 

SO. 

•T* 

Jdy  S-     URoy  &  Bayard  &  MiF%rt»  f..t  npin- 

ton  cuncctninK  Truft  for  Certain  Indian* 

10. 

Examination  of  Titin  10  a  lot  to  l>c  m'>fit>a):rd  tn 

the  Bank  of  N.  V  .  in»pcciion  of  deed*.  &c 

10. 

Rccetied  rrtair>er  for  fnittd  Infiirancr  Co.  fiw 

retaif>er  fur  r  798 

>»50. 

" 

May  1.      Paid  Col.  Jay  fnr  part  of  hr  in  cafe  of  In- 

Mirance  in  Ship  Cmnd  Turk 

115. 

" 

Trinkr  Church  for  opinion  in  conjumtion  with 

iJlt.  Hatnfon 

SO. 

■ 

Rac'd  IIJ4.44  from  Lc  Gurn  Paid  Col.  Ruk 

il'lO. 

Britifh  Couna  wirh  difiri<^«  c-omptrhrndme 
the  Wcftrm  pom  iuh1'tt|urni  to  Treaty  of 

peace 

SO. 

■ 

Jmm  ]0.     Wm.  Confiahle  for  aiiendmK  at  hi. 

iMNfe  to  draw  hu  w  ill.  h  drawing  » 

$i^ 

'till  fWCfeiM  b  Rfwrad  to  trpntnDT  ki  A<n«  !!.».'.  -  J'^mut." 
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ij'^K      \ii(;.   4.     F.dward  (ic»uld  5c  Ton  fot  artrndance 

twirr  on  rriaU  cif  the  case  of  Jjtrfa  lOOu 

July  term.     Hill  lor  argument  5c  ftuccrfully,  for 

cauli*  a^ainli  \m.  5c  Barn.  75. 

July  term.     Anh.  (iracir  Un  ar^uinf;  tuccfsfuly 

rhr  i-a«r  (if  ihr  H/r^ules  lOOU 

I)cc.    iX.     For   opinifin   to  Mr.  Cazrnove  cun* 

crtnin^  the  rHcit  i»l'  an  attachment  of  Mr. 

K.  Motrin*  proprrty  upon  that  conveyed  10 

the  Dutch  ('•itnp.  etc.  IQl 

Dec.  24.     (.'nnsulrjtiiin  I'h  24  with  Mr.  Troup 

Ac  opiniifti  i'iturrnini»  the  question  whether 

/rf.  tf  is  tn  lir  t  i>nl  idi  rrd  aft  Mrrchandiic  5. 

IT'/*)     iAm'xs  Lr  (iiirii  tor  arrnidinK  to  the  arran|^inenc 

nf  his  Marriu^r  ('iiniract 
July    I.      Mr\jnJrr    Macumh    Dr.   to  Cciiti    & 

tVrs.  t'lr  itpiiiion  jnd  adiicr  rrfpectinK  for- 

i:cfir\  III  Ainold 
Hank  (it  \   V.  K<(jin«r  in  cafr  nf  Arnold 
**        rniml  Ins    Cm.  rcfjiiur    I  rijl   Ac  ar|!ument  fee 

in  thr  Cjlr  m(  rhr  \lintr\*i  ^75* 

liallrr  \-  jrnkN  Hri^  .Vjrj.  v) 
1X00  .Ma),  t'lr  m\  sc-rxiirs  in  their  tuit  in  Chancery 
rrtp<->  riri^  lands  tA  Sir  William  Jf>hnMin, 
\jri  itjs  ionsiiIrati<*n%  arttuin^  Irseral  col- 
latrral  t{tirfii<»ns  ai^uinc  at  hnal  hearinf^  5c 
t>napp<jl  $yoo. 

Y.x.  i>r  I'h   !  Hincstfin  foi  rn\  ftrviirs  in  their  fuit 

%iith    |<'U(t  500. 

An  inspf'Ctinn  r»r  a  larcr  niirnlx-r  nf  trial  mttrs  and  brieff 
shows  that  liarnilron  pn-pjmi  his  lases  with  great  care,  in 
\shiih  wi'fk  ht*  vsjs  uMi.illv  un.nilt-d.  His  artistic  hand- 
\sririn;:.  as  .1  rulr,  was  hni-,  luir  uttt  ri  IviKI,  attraiting  the  eve 
in  pLurs  |iv  thr  unilrrsi'irin^  i it  words.  It  varies  but  l*ftle 
in  iharjittr.  Hi-  \%js  nr\rr  i.iitlivs,  and  the  end  of  a  brief 
was  as  Ici^ililf  as  the  iH-^inniiii:.  Hi-  rareiv.  as  ba%  l^ern 
[viintcti  ii'ir,  "k  rossid  his  t'n,"  anil  nr\rr  *'dt»tteJ  hi%  1'%,'* 
but  was  scriipulnijs   in   pun^  tiiatinn   and   arrangement,  and 


1^     -u  , 


rAC-smiLE  or  trial  n.iti>  in  iiti.  i 
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Im  Me  of  Engiiih  wu  perfea.  Thcrr  is.  in  his  briefs,  great 
freeJocn  rrom  corrections,  indicating  that  when  he  wrote 
anything  it  wai  well  thought  out  and  decided  upon  before- 
hand- Tbe  trial  notes  intended  for  his  own  use  are  most 
imentang,  containing  as  they  do  frequent  apt  and  pungent 
mtggttaont  to  be  used  in  coun.  and  are  all  orderly  and 
free  from  redundancies.  He  never  repealed  himself,  while 
lui  beadifigi  of  subjecu  and  lines  of  argument  prepared  to 
demolish  his  antagontif  were  progressive  in  their  perti- 
nency and  gained  in  force  as  he  proceeded.  In  the  LcGuen 
ttuL  tbe  linlc  duodecimo  booklet  of  manuscript  fastetted 
■ogethcr  at  tbe  back  with  a  needle  and  thread  contains  many 
curwus  reflection*,  among  which  are  the  following; 

"A  man  must  have  been  a  blockhead  who  would  pan 
with  such  a  valuable  lien  knowingly,"  and  again  he  says 
ihai  it  is  "the  dearest  case  he  ever  met  with.  We  could  not 
WMfta  that  any  judge  would  be  unwilling  to  be  wiiier  ti>day 
dw  WOlluwi."  He  insists  that  he  "will  want  no  books 
[w  OOaviBce  the  jur>-]  but  will  appeal  in  principle  written 
m  ifae  hcan  of  man."  As  a  compliment  to  the  judge, 
■adcr  the  caption  of  "  Pdtlenf,"  be  lay*.  "Iliis  prinxs 
he  did  right  to  send  it  [the  case)  to  a  jurt,"  and  again, 
"How  necessary  for  those  who  sit  in  judgment,  when  life, 
tamtf  ice  u  concerited  to  preserve  their  minds  cold  and  dis- 
pMHOltttt."  He  observes  satirically  that  there  is  much  ex- 
MHMKML  "Immoral  acts  ate  not  alw^ivs  morath  ■u.rnng." 
Aa4  Aai  "persons  habituated  to  deal  where  verbal  cnntracts 
M*  BDt  sittfMlcd  to,  merit  tnore  I(m>k-  in  their  conversation. 
TWjr  wfl  hazard  tnore  with  reason."  He  refers  to  his  an- 
agpoiMi  as  tbe  "dupes  of  their  own  virtues." 

He  sever  went  into  court  without  a  prrparedness  which  is 
riwm  bjr  tbe  arseiul  of  aulhoHiies  usually  referred  10  in 
I  titles,  and  enumerated  on  the  left-hand  «idr  of 
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the  paper.  KIsewhere  we  find  long  and  very  legible  Latin 
quotations  of  which  he  might  avail  himself,  as  was  the  cus- 
tom of  the  dav. 

In  the^e  timi-s  the  progress  of  a  trial  is  often  intcmipeed 
by  a  recess  granted  for  the  pur|N)se  of  sending  out  to  the 
librar)'  for  an  authority.  No  such  thing  occurred  in  the 
early  history  of  our  courts,  if  we  may  judge  from  Ham* 
ilton's  nott's,  and  it  is  probable  that  all  the  lawyers  of  the 
timr  followed  his  fxampli*.  The  chief  works  referred  fo  arc 
Vatc-I.  Hlackstone,  Konblanque,  Burrowes,  Atkyni,  Lord 
K;i\mond.  Coke,  Coniyns,  (irotius.  Among  Hamilton's 
<i\\n  law  iHNiks  were  the  standard  folios,  many  of  which  are 
printed  in  Latin.  One  c»f  his  Knglish  books  was  "Prac- 
tice C^)m^lonplaced;  or  Rules  and  Cases  of  Practice  in  the 
C(»urt  .Arranged,  Ktc,"  by  <  •.  Crompton*  which  was  pub* 
lished  in  London  in  I7K{.  A  copy  that  recently  found  its 
way  to  an  auction  r(K>m  bore  his  signature  on  each  of  irn 
pages,  including  the  title-page  and  fly-leaf,  with  MS.  notes 
on  various  other  pages.  Ibis  was  one  of  his  first  books, 
Ixuight  by  him  in  17S5  and  used  during  hi«  early  years  of 
praitice. 

( >ne  nvA\  .ilrnosc  ^rasp  and  appreciate  the  mental  opera- 
tions of  llarnihiin  \%hen  he  prepared  his  notes,  for  they  co- 
da v  almost  breathe   his  indi\idualitv.     lie  freely  uses  the 

mm 

index  mark,  either  singly  or  in  multiple,  to  direct  attention  to 
pi>ints  ()r\ar\in^  im|v>rtance  \%hich  he  is  to  emphasize;  again, 
there  is  nf  >t  only  curious  underscoring,  but  words  or  scnirnces 
are  printed  in  large  letters  or  bracketed.  Ilierr  are  infrr- 
esrin^  rornments  iifvin  the  \eracity  of  the  witnesses,  and  his 
opinions  of  thi-m  and  these  are  not  always  complimentan*. 
In  one  plaie  he  makes  the  note  to  "Speak  rather  lightly  of 
DiKtor  Maker,*'  a  \%itness  \%ho  s€*cms  to  have  been  guilty  uf 
con«.octin^  a  plan  to  palm  oH  a  baby  upon  the  defendant  i 
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breach  of  promise  case,  and,  at  the  same  rime,  evideitdy 
pcMcd  u  a  medical  eipen.  In  another  case  the  competency 
of  a  man  ii  considered  who  "was  never  conceived  to  be  de- 
rat^cd,  but  at  times  he  was  a  good  deal  in  liquor."  This 
gentleman.  howc%'er,  was  by  another  «-itncss  regarded  at 
"•ety  rational  and  pretty  sociable." 

Fonibly.  with  the  exception  of  Aaron  Burr,  no  profes- 
■acaJ  attociaie  of  Hamilton  in  New  York  can  be  found 
mho  withheld  from  him  the  praise  which  his  work  merited, 
and  the  tributes  to  his  genius  h;ive  been  most  hearty 
and  nfKrre.  It  would  almost  seem  as  if  time  strengthened 
the  gkivy  of  hia  reputation,  for  with  the  lapse  of  years  the 
rancor  of  political  rivalry  has  been  forgotten,  and  jurisri 
twfywhctt  to-day  seem  to  be  almost  unanimous  in  admit- 
nng  his  greatness  as  one  of  the  foremost  of  American  lawyers.' 
Am  an  caampk  I  may  quote  James  Brown  Scott,  a  recent 
aad  mon  agreeable  writer,  who  says.'  "He  [Hamilton]  had 
w>  put  of  hit  own;  he  settled  in  a  country  with  none,  and 
dnamed  and  planned  of  a  future  for  himself  and  coun- 
oy.  .  .  . 

**And  lor  the  practice  of  taw  Hamilton  was  admirably 
fiimjd.  Id  the  nutter  of  physical  presence  he  was  as  favored 
a»  Lord  Enkiiw,  and  he  possessed  a  power  of  speech  hardly 
v,  it  would  seem,  to  the  Scotchman.     These  are  quali- 

K  not  to  be  despised,  but  while  they  may  make  the  verdict 

ncr  they  do  not  make  the  lawyer.  A  knowledge  of  the 
f  of  the  law  added  to  the  power  of  searching  analysis 
aaJ  pluloaophic  grasp  are  essential   to  the  lawyer  in  the 

^^irh*<nMd.b»B««V.  ttel  rarteUy  liqat\  4  inefmanui  id  (Iv  Itatat.  in 
lu*.  not  "bI;  ■ununurri  hw  ■htlliT  u  •  laBTvr. 
■IV  bmi  •  nf7  Uiil  un*  lot  Ihr  ^ouUi  <4  Ibc 


M."  br  Jaaa  Bnm  Sa«.  pp  it9.  IfiviT 
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scii-ntific  sense.  In  rounded  completeness  they  nuke  die 
jurist. 

jusriix  Ambrose  Spencer*  who  presided  in  the  Anscofl 
case,  said  some  years  after  the  duel:  "Alexander  Hamilton 
was  the  greatest  man  this  country  ever  produced.  I  knew 
him  well.  I  was  in  situations  often  to  obser\e  and  studv 
him.  I  saw  him  at  the  bar  and  at  home.  He  argued  cairt 
Ix-ffire  mc  while  I  sat  as  judge  on  the  liench.  Webster  has 
done  the  same.  In  |Mm-er  of  reasoning.  Hamilton  was  the 
ei|ual  of  Webster;  and  more  than  this  can  l>e  said  of  no  man. 
In  creative  power  Hamilton  was  infinitely  Webster's  su- 
perior." 

Chancellor  James  Kent,  one  of  his  dearest  friends,  wrocr  at 
one  firm* :  "  He  rose  at  f  mcr  to  the  loftiest  heights  of  professional 
iminence,  by  his  profoiinci  |H>netration,  his  pow*er  of  analy* 
sis,  the  comprehi'nsJM'  i^rasp  and  strength  of  his  understand- 
ing, and  the  hrmness,  frankness,  and  integrit)'of  his  character. 
We  mav  sav  of  him,  in  reference  to  his  associates,  as  was 

m  m 

said  of  Papinian:  *()mnes  longo  post  se  intervallo  rcift- 
<|uerit.*'*  And  ai^ain:  **I  have  Ixxn  sensibly  struck,  in  a 
thou*^and  instances,  with  his  habitual  reverence  for  truth, 
his  iand'ir,  his  arilmt  attachment  to  civil  libert)',  his  indig« 
nation  at  oppression  of  every  kind,  his  abhorrence  of  esTtr 
semblance  of  fraud,  his  reference  for  justice,  and  his  sound, 
Ic  (^al  principles  drawn  bv  a  clear  and  logical  deduction  frocB 
the  purest  Christian  ethics,  and  from  the  verv'  fouruJations 
ot  .til  rannnal  and  practical  jurisprudence.  He  was  blessrd 
\%irh  a  MTV  amiable,  generous,  tender,  and  charitable  dis- 
p<isiri(in,  and  he  had  the  most  artless  simplicity  of  any  man 
I  e\(  r  Lnevv  It  was  im|v»ssiMe  not  to  lo\e  as  well  as  respect 
anti  ailmire  him.  .  .  .  He  uas  perfectly  disinterested.  The 
vflh^h  priruiple,  that  inhrmir\  t' mi  often  i»f  great  as  well  as 
<if  little  mind\,  seemed  ne\er  to  ha>e  reached  him.     It 
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cndrcly  incompatible  with  the  purity  of  his  taste  and  the 
gnodcur  o(  his  ambition.  F^vcr)'thing  appeared  to  be  at 
0(xc  extinguithed,  when  it  came  in  competition  with  his  de- 
*oc>on  (o  hit  country's  welfare  and  g}ory.  He  was  a  most 
Citthful  friend  to  the  cauw  of  civil  liberty  throughout  the 
worid,  but  he  was  a  still  greater  friend  to  truth  and  jusricc." 
In  Coleman's  history  of  the  duel  and  funeral,  numerous 
Dcwspaper  articles  from  the  press  of  those  days  of  persons 
who  had,  during  his  lifetime,  been  both  friends  and  foes  arc 
recorded.  None  of  them  is  more  touching  than  the  tribute 
of  Croswell.  in  whose  behalf  Ilamillon  bad  appeared,  and 
■o  wtiich  referen<*  has  elsewhere  been  made.  Croswcll  was 
dMn  the  editor  of  the  Balance,  and  after  the  duel  said :  "  From 
die  editor  of  this  paper  something  morr  is  due  to  the  depaned 
Hamilton  than  common  panr^ric  and  general  encomium. 
Thn.  a  whole  nation  is  bound  to  bestow— this,  not  a  citizen 
of  Aincrtca  teems  disposed  to  withhold.  But  to  me  be  once 
(Vflkdered  unei^ualled  scr\ice,  apart  from  that  rendered  to  his 
coiuitfy  generally.  In  my  defence,  and  in  defence  of  the 
AoKfican  preu.  he  once  exeitcd  bis  unrivalled  eloquence. 
In  my  cause,  this  greatest  of  men  made  his  mightiest  effort — 
mn  cflofft  which  might  have  palsied  the  uplifted  band  of 
povcr;  an  effort  which  might  haie  carried  terror  to  the 
bnooi  of  a  tyram.  For  this  service,  xfjutiianly  rfnjfrrj. 
t  owed  htm  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  ticvcr  ctiuld  be  can* 
oMti — never  diminished.  But,  by  offering  my  feeble  aid  10 
Ac  fluppoct  of  principles  which  he  advocated,  I  hoped,  at 
liMI,  10  show  my  sense  of  the  obligation  under  which  I  was 
bid.  by  his  disinterested  exertions.  Alas!  he  is  gone— and  I 
kB*>  only  rrturrted  him  the  prafnuunt  of  my  gratitude. 
Bm  'Hit  ftm*  IS  If/t' — Jear  at  my  hlfjoJ:  my  lijt  thall  hr 
i  to  itt  pnUetton!  " 


CHAPTER  VIII 

FAMILY  LIFE 

When  Hamilton  left  the  army  he  diligcncly  studied  bw. 
and  in  a  few  months  fc-lt  himself  able  to  take  up  a  new  and 
congenial  profession.  To  one  of  his  warmest  friends  he 
wrote : 

Alexandrr  Hamilton  to  Rtchard  K,  Xteadt^ 

...  As  to  myself,  I  shall  sit  down  in  New  York  when  it 
opens;  and  this  period,  we  are  told,  approaches.  No  oua 
looks  forward  to  a  peace  with  more  pleasure  than  1  4oi» 
though  no  man  would  sacrifice  less  to  it  than  rnvsetf*  if  1 
were  not  convinced  the  people  sigh  for  peace. — I  mire 
studying  the  law  for  some  months*  and  have  lasehr  I 
lii'ensed  as  an  attorney.  I  wish  to  prepare  myself  by  Oc- 
to(>er  for  examination  as  a  counsellor;  but  sotne public  a««>> 
cation  may  pf»ssil>ly  prevent  me.  1  had  almost  torgonea  to 
tell  you,  that  1  have  been  prett>-  unanimously  elected,  bjr  dK 
Legislature  of  this  State,  a  member  of  Congress,  to  bcMi  to 
serve  in  November.  I  do  not  hope  to  reform  this  aCSK, 
although  I  shall  endeavor  to  do  all  the  good  I  can. 

(fod  bless  you, 

A.  Hamilton. 

Roben  Morris  had,  however,  been  so  impresaed  with 
Iljmilton's  mental  qualities  and  great  energy  that  in  May, 
1782,  he  appointed  him  receiver  of  the  Continental  taaes  in 

'  ••  IU.T.i!tr«'«  W..rk%  "    j    r   II  ).tU   I.  p 
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the  State  of  New  York,  a  position  which  prov<rd  to  be  a 
tlunUcss  and  uphill  job.  It  would  appt-ar  thai  he  ac- 
cepted the  office  only  afnr  continued  urging,  and  remained 
a  congressman  at  the  same  time.  So  in  debt  was  the  couniiy 
then  that  it  was  spoken  of  as  a  "bankrupt  Confr deration." 
Hi*  friend.  Chancellor  Livingston,  smarting  undt-r  his  own 
tm  taxation,  thus  wrote  to  Hamilton  at  a  later  time: 


Roiirt  R.  Livingston  to  Altxandrr  Hamilton 

CusMovT,  51b  itarfh,  itSj. 
I  received  your  information  relative  lo  the  law  for  dividing 
the  distrkf.  1  am  much  obliged  by  your  attention  to  that 
object.  Hliile  I  condole  with  you  on  the  loss  of  the  im- 
pOM.  I  congratulate  you  on  the  laurels  yuu  acquired  in 
Aghting  in  battles.  I  see  you  arc  making  some  progress  in 
the  new  lysiem  of  taxation,  but  I  could  hardly  credit  my 
rj*%  when  I  saw  Jones  opposed  lo  (he  clause  for  a  tax  on 
house*,  tinre  if  I  am  not  extreamly  drcened  I  heard  him 
commend  to  you  your  ideas  on  that  subject  at  a  law  dinner. 
Be  very  lender  on  the  point  of  taxation.  1  am  convinced  no 
Una  tax  of  any  imponance  can  be  raised.  I  he  minds  of 
ike  pcoole  in  this  pan  of  the  state  are  sore  and  irritable — 
TW  CaUecton  arc  all  disturbed  upon  not  being  able  tn  col- 
lect the  (juoca  of  the  /,50,ooo  tax.  Indeed  ibe  impro\l> 
4eM  grants  of  money  both  in  this  and  Dtiuhrsv  (*'iuniy  for 
the  building  of  Court  Houses  and  the  cuilrctinn  of  arrears 
aB  within  six  months  have  fallen  extreamlv  heavy,  ^'uu 
win  be  iMonished  when  I  (ell  you  that  mv  (ax  in  tbi«  past 
^ear  upon  an  estate  which  bas  never  pnKluccd  me  i.\Oo  per 
aMMm  it  upwards  of /,~f)00  in  certificate  and  i.iho  specie,  in- 
daAiig  arrears  of  one  year  and  one  year's  arrears  when  I 
i«ld  IB  Plubdelphia  and  was  rmt  an  inhabitant  of  this  State. 
I  Aal  nwirn  nr  to  make  my  stay  here  useful  bv  effecting 
Ml  cfcantil  in  the  representation  which  1  have  giMtd  hopes 
if  aeconfMialiing  in  Dutches  County.  When  I  have  con- 
•ohJ  wid)  moM  of  the  leaditig  people  at  this  end  of  it  who 
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Mtt.tTARY   ACCOUNT 


Dr.  StiUf  of  Sew  fork. 


1784  Tu  this  sum  l<ist  in  1776  by  the  desertion  from 

the  Company,  by  which  ttoppa|^  be- 
came impcMsible  at  per  Memorandum 
Book  No.  ^^, 

To  thifl  sum  paid  Mr.  Thompson  Taylor  by 
Mr.  C*hal(>nrr  on  my  acct.  for  making 
Cloathes  for  the  %aid  CVimpany. 

1785  To  ballancr  of  Alsop  Hunt  and  James  Hunt's 
May  g,  account  for  leather  Breeches  supplied  the 

Company  per  receipts. 

1786  To  account  of  my  expenses  to  Baltimore  as  ) 
Sept.  26,  Commissioner  J 

June  7,    Advanced     door-keeper     of    the     Assembly  1 

forward  / 

I'o  amount  of  expenses  to  and  at  Philadelphia  j 
— I  believe  paid.  To  amount  of  An**.  [ 
N.  Y.  Massachusetts  J 

To  my  wa^^es  as  delegate  from  21st  February  1 
when  I  commenced  with  Ciansevfjort  to  > 
sth  of  Mav  whrn  he  left  the  Citv.  t 

Deduct  <  >mi«kions. 

From  May  i^  when  sworn  in  with  Yates  to  14  \ 
June  whrn  went  to  C*onvention.  / 

From  p  July  when  returned  to  Congreu  to  1 
Oct.  id  when  removed.  J 

From  <  Kt.  4th  when  attended  at  New  House  \ 
tt>  l^>th  whrn  cicned  for  want  of  Conf^ress.  j 


iC65.io. 


14.13^ 


6.  I.;. 


rj^.i* 


30.- 


112. 


f.''.n.' 


rn 


H\  ballani'r  of  account  (or  Sundiirs  furnished 
mv  itimpanv  <>l  -\iiillrrv  %ihich  was  to 
ha\r  liern  drduvtrd  i»ui  of  ihrir  pay. 


•r^.f 


£>il 
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On  Scptrmbcr  ij,  17S9,  when  called  10  the  Treasury,  he 
Kill  lived  in  New  York,  but  later  went  to  Philadelphia  in 
August,  1790,  where  he  resided  until  1795,  when  he  ratne 
back  to  his  own  city.  After  his  resignation  on  the  31st  of 
January,  1795,  he  went  to  the  house  of  his  faihcr-in-law, 
Gnwral  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  re- 
rumed  to  New  York  and  again  took  up  the  practice  of  hit 
profession.  From  a  document,  signed  by  Richard  Varick, 
then  the  mayor  of  New  York,  in  the  Congressional  Library, 
it  it  stated  that  he  was  extended  the  freedom  of  the  city,  and 
wrlcotncd  with  great  cordiality  by  all  clasM-s.  On  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1795,  a  banquet  was  given  by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  to  manifest  its  respect  fot  Alexander  Hamilton, 
rile  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  An  account  of  the 
affair  is  thus  given  in  a  contemporary  paper: 

A  splendid  Dinner  was  given  at  their  Hall  in  the  Tontine 
Coffee  Houfe. 

The  Corporation  on  the  feftive  (K-cafinn  was  honored  by 
die  Company  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  State,  the  Judges,  the 
Speakers  of  the  Af«embly.  the  Recorder  of  the  City,  the 
FVvndcnt  of  Columbia  College  and  many  others  prefent  of 
wUdl  1  peat  number  were  mrrcbanis.  I^r  company  con- 
filMd  of  two  huiKlred  guefts,  the  rrxim  not  Ix-ing  large  enough 
B>  aroMlunodate  more,  (treat  decorum  as  well  as  convivi- 
ality  marked  the  rnrertainmeni,  and  the  Company  rxprefsed 
peculiar  satiffanion  in  this  opportunity  of  drmonfiraiing  their 
rrfprct  for  a  tnan  who  by  difcharging  the  duties  of  an  impor- 
taM  office,  HAS  DESERVED  WELL  OF  HIS  COL'VtRY.      A  toaSt 

was  drunk  at  follows: 

I.  PreTidcm  opfthc  United  States j  cheers. 

1.  The  Vice  Prefident  and  Congrcfs   .... 

J.  The  Governor  of  the  State " 

4.  Acricttlture  .... 
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5.  Commerce 3  cheers. 

6.  Induftry  and  Improvement 

7.  Libeny  and  Law 

8.  Social  order  and  social  happinefs    .... 

9.  The  People  of  the  United  States  Brothers  of 

one  Family •* 

10.  (ieneral  Wayne  and  the  Army ** 

11.  National  Credit •• 

12.  Integrity  and  Knowledge " 

I  J.  Patriotifm  and  Honeft  Favour ** 

14.    The  Efteem  of  their  Fellow  Citizens  an  Inef- 

timable  reward*  to  thofe  who  have  deferved 
well  of  their  country— 3  times  3  cheers. 

V^untffr  Toasts. 

1 .  By  the  chair.     The  immortal  memory  of  Baron  Steuben. 

2.  By  Mr.  Ilamilton.      The  merchants  of  New  York,  may 

they  never  ceafc  to  have  Honour  for  their  commamler. 
Skill  f(ir  their  Pilot  and  Succefs  for  their  Pen— 9 
che<;rs. 

3.  By  the  Chancellor.     May   Love  and   Honour  be  the 

Reward  of  Virtue. 

4.  Bv  |ud(;c  Lanfing.     The  Commerce  of  the  Gty  of  New 

Vc»rk. 

5.  By  Judge  Ik-nfon.     The  Honeft  Merchant. 

After  Mr.  Hamilton  had  withdrawn. 
By  the  chair — Ali-:xam>er  Hamilton— 9  cheers. 

Hamilton,  during  the  early  years  of  his  practicet  Imd  at 
57  Wall  Street  before  his  removal  to  I^iladelphta  with 
the  rest  of  the  Cabinet.  On  his  return  in  1795  he  orcu- 
pied  a  small  house  at  56  Pine  Street,  and  later  mo¥«d  10 
5S  Partition  Street'  (now  Fulton  Street),  then  cu  Libeit)r 
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StiTct.  nesr  Broadway.  From  there  he  went  to '26  Broad- 
way,' where  he  lived  until  1802,  when  he  built  and  occupied 
hi*  country  seat,  nine  miles  above  the  city,  which  he  called 
"The  Grange,"  after  the  Scotch  home  of  his  ancestors. 

From  his  letters  to  his  wife  at  various  dmes  wc  find  that 
■be  visited.  In  his  absence,  at  the  hou«e  of  Dr.  Cochran, 
ai  well  as  that  of  G.  L.  Ogden.  at  69  Stone  Street,  and  va- 
rious other  places. 

^^'hen  be  lived  at  26  Broadway,  the  west  side  of  that  thor- 
oughfare below  Trinity  Church  was,  with  one  exception, 
built  up  and  occupied  by  well-to-do  and  prominent  persons. 
This  exception  was  a  small  gun-shnp  on  the  south-west  cor- 
ner of  Morris  Street.  On  the  cast  side  all  were  private 
dwcUings  except  two,  one  a  shoemaker's  shop  at  2^^.  and  the 
odwr  a  small  wooden  house  below  that  of  Governor  Jay. 
According  to  my  uncle,  James  A.  Hamilton,  this  was  owned 
aod  occupied  by  Slidell.  a  Gi-tman  candle  maker,  the  grand- 
father of  John  Slidell,  who  figured  in  the  Civil  War.  Iliis 
little  nun  was  often  seen  in  the  afternoon  sitting  on  his 
wooden  noop,  in  apron  and  rap,  smoking  his  pipe,  with 
drip  candles  hanging  in  the  window. 

New  York,  in  1786,  was  a  city  containing  24.000  white 
■ale*.  alfflCMt  three  times  as  many  as  there  were  in  175'); 
aod  in  1796,  50,000.  T^e  Dutch  elemmt  preponderated 
ip  as  itic  comntencement  of  the  eighteenth  ccntur)-,  and  this 
VBS  especially  the  case  during  the  early  year«  of  Mamilon's 
fneoot.  Briuot  de  Warvillc  made  many  pungent  com- 
■can  upon  the  manners  of  the  community,  and  In  171^4 
Bid:  "Cokmel  Lamb,  who  wa&  at  the  head  of  the  Custom 
flntirrv,  envelope*  all  his  operations  in  the  mmt  profound 
,  it  ii  the  eflfeci  of  the  Dutch  spirit  which  still  governs 

*  TIh  «IW  of  Uv  prrvnl  SandaH  ■  h]  RuiMni 
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this  City.  The  Dutchman  conceals  his  gains  and  com- 
merce; he  lives  hut  for  himself."  And  again:  "If  there  is  a 
town  nn  the  American  Continent  where  the  Knglish  luxury 
displays  its  follies,  it  is  New  ^'ork.  ^'ou  will  And  there  the 
Hnj^lish  fashions.  In  the  dress  of  the  women  you  will  see  the 
most  brilliant  silks,  gau/es,  hats,  and  Ixirrowed  hair.  Kqut- 
pages  are  rare  hut  they  are  elegant.  The  men  have  mofe 
simplicity  in  dress.  I  hey  disdain  gewgaws,  hut  they  take 
thtir  roenge  in  the  luxury  of  the  tahle.  Luxury  formt 
already  in  this  town  a  class  \ery  dangerous  to  sooetjTt  I 
mean,  bachelors.  I  he  expense  of  women  causes  matrimanjr 
to  hi-  dreaded  l>v  men." 

Angelica  Church  wrote  from  London,  March  4,  in  this 
connection,  to  her  sister:  "I  would  write  vou  an  account  of 
fashiftn,  hut  I  hear  .American  ladies  are  at  the  head  of  every* 
thing  that  is  elegant;  give  my  Iom*  to  .Mexander,  and  fell  hioi 
that  sf>me  day  when  I  am  in  very  gay  and  witty  humour  I  will 
write  to  him." 

When  in  l*hiladelphia  Hamilton  lived,  for  a  part  of  the 
timr,  outside  of  the  lity  at  the  Hills,  where  Robert  Morris 
had  his  ma^nihicnt  country  estate,  but  before  this  at  the 
siiuih-vvi-si  iormr  t^f  Walnut  and  Third  Streets.  .Although 
the  llamiltnns  did  not  stay  very  long  at  one  place,  the 
Schuvler  homestead  at  Albany  was  always  npcn  to  them, 
as  well  as  to  the  \arinus  ihildren  of  the-  ( leneraK  and  it  seems 
to  have*  brtn  a  rrfu^r  in  time  of  trouble*  and  illness.  Clias- 
tellux  drscribed  his  meetin^  with  .Alexander  liamilton  and 
the  wife  at  thi*  fjthrr-in-law's  house,  probably  at  the  time 
when  he  \%js  prrparing  himsrlf  for  his  profession.  .Among 
the  other  French  tra\ellerN  whfi  \isited  the  Schuylers  during 
the  Ke\oliiiinn.  he  thus  v|M-aks  nf  the  family:  "It  consisted 
of  Mr.  SLhu\Ur,  his  second  daughter,  \%hose  face  is  gentle 
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mnd  plcattng;  a  Misi  Peggy  Schuyler,  whose  features  were 
animated  and  interesting;  and  another  charming  daughter 
only  ei^i  years  old,  and  of  three  hoys,  the  oldest  of  whom 
is  fificm.  and  who  arc  the  lincst  children  possihie.  and 
then  be  is  himself  a  man  of  about  fifty,  but  already  ailing 
arkd  subject  to  gout.  He  has  a  considerable  fortune,  which 
will  increase  for  he  owns  an  immense  extent  of  terriiof)',  but 
his  talents  and  acquirements  gain  him  greater  respect  than 
hu  wealth."  General  Schuyler  always  suffered  from  this  dis- 
ease, which  seems  to  have  been  the  curse  of  his  adult  life, 
and  there  is  scarcely  one  of  the  later  tetters  written  by  him 
that  dors  not  contain  some  allusion  to  his  sufferings  and  in- 
capacity. It  seriously  interfered  with  his  various  military 
campaigns,  and  more  than  one  of  his  malignant  enemies' 
had  mnmaird  that  he  made  it  an  excuse  for  his  reluctance 
ID  meet  the  enemy!  It  cenainly  led  to  his  being  carried 
■pon  the  shoulders  of  men,  or  by  more  comfortable  con- 
fvyances,  to  the  scene  of  his  active  operations  in  the  north- 
CAMTin  pan  of  the  State  during  the  border  operations.  He 
gleotnily  writes  to  his  daughter,  July  iS,  IJ*)S-  "1  hjve 
■M  drank  any  champaign  since  I  experienced  Its  pernicious 
■ftcti  upon  me — and  shall  not  venture  on  Ir  agjjn."  Me 
aho  anoouncet  his  intention  of  going  to  the  I^banon  Springs 
fiBracure. 

The  children  referred  to  by  Chastellux  and  others  grew 
Wf  Mnd  nurried  and  went  their  various  way*,  none  of  them, 
howrver,  achieving  any  great  distinction  Ilie  dmighters, 
opccially  Angelica,  as  has  been  said,  were  wiit)'  and  attract- 
f»».  Between  F.tizabeth  Schuyler,  her  husband,  and  her 
I  and  sisters,  there  always  existed  a  plejsant  relation. 
ant  of  them  entered  into  the  intimate  life  'if  the  Ham- 

■m*  r  at  Hr»  Vof*  During  Ihr  Rti-.lin.m»f  j  W«j."  !-j  TlvKnM  }''nn. 
Km  Tort  HMtn:*!  Sxlrt;.  t^-^ 
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ilrons  except  (leneral  Schuyler/  Angelica  Church,  hb 
daughter,  and  Philip,  son  of  John  Bradstreet  Schuyler»  who 
spent  most  of  his  early  life  with  them. 

'fhe  children  of  Kli/abeth  and  Alexander  Hamilton  were 
eight  in  number,  the  first  Philip  being  bom  January  22, 
17S2,  while  a  second  Philip  came  June  2,  1802,  and  was 
named  after  his  elder  brother,  who  had  been  killed  in  a  duel 
the  vcar  before.     Between  these  two  were, 

Angelica,  Inirn  September  25,  1784. 

Alexandrr,  "      May  l^»,  1 786. 

James  Alexander,  "      April  14,  1788. 
John  Church,         "     August  22,  1792. 
William  Stephen,    "     August  4,  1797. 
Kli/a,  "     November  20,  1799. 

Philip,  the  first  child,  seems  to  have  been  the  moft  be- 
loved and  the  most  written  and  spoken  about  of  alK  for  he 
was  evidently  the  flower  of  the  family.  In  a  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Meade,  from  I'hiladelphia,  dated  March,  1782,  when 
Hamilton  had  left  the  army  and  was  preparing  to  take  up 
his  prnfessinnal  work,  an  amusing  allusion  is  made  to  the 
birth  of  this  child. 

'  niz:rp  v^rrY:r>  u\itirp  rATiiriiNt  v\h  irMacLAn 

f   ;.-a"*-'h.  '•  "    \  .f  ."'  7    :7'r.    r^TTjr'i  Mr^ar-lr-  |{am:!liin 

Nfi'p*'  ■■»    ■•  •■    '^     ''■      '*■'   ^4    '"'■      "Tjr-i'^I  ^'r;  V.r-i  \^si  RmMrUflT. 

i'    '■  '     I    ■•  ••     \  ./  .«•    ;     :  •'  I     ■'••••1  \   ■  .■  If 

I     •'     Jl"i       ■■•»■        ■••     Ifc'     '^'^      :*'.     •'  .r  \    \       .*  g 

I    •       J    .1  '  •■     •      •■•*..;       :  7    ;      •    »:v    '  I    ..-^ '*••*♦  ii"  Rr^wrUrT 

I'"  'r.r-    i-     ■,  --    |^»  .;|.,    .  ^  :;•  •.    ■   I'v  '    s     "^aTAh  ku:«m,    mmrrm^.  •. 

*.!.-.     \        »  -    -: 
J  .■•■■*      -AT  ,    :  ,     :  ••  -  4-'  r  *  I     .-.%    l*-'    It-  *■    k 

i  ».  .  •■    Ma      ■  ;     :  -••     •.'•'.     .-  f 

I  *■■  *■         .  X     ]•  ■       •   1'  •    ••■•■.  J  '  ■  r  .1' .   .' .     :  7*:.    mA?r;-f»!.  i.  NA^.jri 
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Altxender  Hamilton  to  RicharJ  K.  Meadt^ 

PmLADELrmA,  March.  1781. 

A  hilfhour  tince  brought  me  the  pleasure  of  your  letter 
of  December  ist.  It  went  to  Albany,  and  came  Trom  thence 
ID  this  pbce.  I  heartily  felicitate  you  on  the  birth  of  your 
dau^ter.  I  can  well  conceive  your  happiness  on  that  occa- 
non.  by  that  which  I  felt  on  a  similar  occasion.  Indeed,  the 
Kfisaiioni  of  a  teruler  father  of  the  child  of  a  beloved  mother, 
can  only  be  conceived  by  those  who  have  experienced  them. 

Your  heart,  my  Meade,  is  peculiarly  formed  for  engage- 
menu  of  this  Kind.  You  have  every  right  to  be  a  happy 
hutbattd — a  happy  father.  You  have  every  prospect  of 
being  lo.  I  hope  your  felicity  may  never  be  mtcrrupied. 
You  canttot  imagine  how  entirely  domestic  I  am  growing. 
1  iotc  all  taste  for  the  pursuits  of  ambition.  I  sigh  for  noih- 
iag  but  tKe  Company  of  my  wife  and  my  baby.  l"he  ties 
elout)'  alone,  or  imagined  duty.  Keep  me  from  renouncing 
poblic  life  altogether.  It  is,  however,  probable  I  may  not 
an  longer  be  engaged  in  it.  .   .   . 

Iiiuginc,  my  dear  Meade,  what  plrasure  it  mutt  give 
Ebu  and  myself  to  Know  that  Mrs.  Meade  interests  herself 
IB  tH.  Without  a  nertonal  acnuaintance,  we  have  been  long 
MtaAttA  to  ber.     My  visit  at  Kir.  Firzhugh's  confirmed  my 

Bctijr  is  lo  fond  of  your  family  that  she  proposes  to  form 
a  nasal  between  her  boy  and  your  girl,  provided  you  will 
_^r  tD  make  the  latter  as  amiable  as  her  mother. 
Traly.  my  dear  Meade.  1  often  regret  that  fortune  has 
I  our  residence  at  Such  a  distance  from  each  other.  It 
!  be  a  serious  addition  to  my  hat)pinev%  if  we  lived 
>  I  Could  see  you  every  day;  but  fate  has  determined 
k  otberwise. 

I  am  a  tittle  hurried,  and  can  only  request,  in  addition,  that 
nu  will  present  me  most  affectionately  to  Mrs.  Meade,  and 
mSbvc  nw  ID  be.  With  the  warmest 

And  most  unalterable  friendship 

Yours  A.  Hamilton. 

*-HMADA-*Wark>"(J  C  U).  •uLl.p.vqB. 


212  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON 

On  many  occasions  wc  find  in  letters  that  passed  between 
his  father-in-law  and  himself,  as  well  as  others,  frequent 
rcfcnnccs  to  the  career  of  this  promising  boy,  who,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  was,  evidently,  dearer  to  Hamilton  than 
any  of  his  other  children,  and  this  feeling  seems  to  hare 
In-en  shared  by  the  family.  Many  years  after  the  Meade 
letter  Angelica  Church  wrote  from  London: 

*'I  have  received  with  inexpressible  pleasure  your  long 
letter,  and  thank  my  Kli/a  for  the  agreeable  details  respect- 
in^  your  children.  I'hilip  inherits  his  father's  talents,  ^liat 
flattering  prospects  for  a  mother!  You  are,  my  dear  sister, 
\tTv  happy  with  such  a  Husband  and  such  promise  in  a  son.** 

Philip,  like  his  father,  had  attended  Columbia  College, 
where  he  graduated  with  high  honors  in  1800,  and  was  in* 
tended  for  the  bar,  but  in  a  discussion  with  one  Cieorge  I. 
F.ai  ker  regarding  a  political  matter,  a  challenge  passed  be- 
tween them,  and  the  young  man,  who  was  less  than  twvncjr, 
fell  NovemlHT  2{.  I  So  I.  at  the  same  place  where  Hatnilion 
himself  met  his  death  three  years  later.  It  would  appear 
that,  like  his  father,  he  t(M>  was  forced  into  an  encounter 
which  was  in  conflict  with  all  his  principles. 

Many  accounts  of  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  af- 
fair have  In-en  given,  but  none  of  these  are  capable  of  veri- 
hcation,  although  the  most  probable  is  the  one  which  tcatrv 
that  the  quarrel  grew  out  of  a  Fourth-of-july  speech  maile 
by  F.acker  in  praise  of  Burr,  and  in  which  he  incidencalljr 
reflected  u|Km  Alexander  Hamilton. 

In  the  duel,  whiih  was  fi»ught  at  three  oVIock  in  the 
afternrMm,  Philip  receivc-d  a  mortal  wound,  but  lingered  on 
until  the  morning  of  the  next  dav. 

The  t- M-nt  attracted  a  great  deal  <if  newspaper  discutaon, 
jrul  js  at  that  time  the  Amffi^iifi  Cittxen  anJ  Ofneral  Adv^r^ 
t:  r-f  was  bitterlv  inimical  t«i  Hamilton,  it  was  its  endeavor  m 
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ihofr  that  his  ion  was  to  blame.  The  Evening  Pott,  how- 
ever, took  the  grtMind  that  the  affair  was  due  to  the  intolcr- 
>ble  provocation  of  Eacker.  It  appears  from  this  description 
that  Philip  Hamilton  and  a  young  man  named  Price  were  at 
the  theatre  in  a  box  adjoining  that  of  Eacker,  and  that  they 
indulged  in  satirical  comments  upon  a  Founh-of-July  oration. 
Eacker,  overhearing  them,  invited  the  young  men  to  step 

into  the  lobby,  and  called  some  one  a  d d  rascal.     They 

adjourned  to  a  public  houfte.  where  an  explanation  was  de- 
manded,  and  when  asked  whom  the  offensive  expression  was 
mcatu  for.  he  declared  that  it  was  intended  for  each.  Ai 
they  parted  Eacker  said,  "  I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you," 
when  they  replied,  ">'ou  shall."  .\  challenge  followed. 
Eacker  met  Price  on  the  following  Sunday,  and  four  shots 
were  exchanged  without  harm  to  any  one.  The  seconds  in- 
tcriercd.  and  the  parties  left  the  field.  On  the  next  day 
Hamilton  met  Eacker,  and  received  a  shot  through  the  body 
at  the  first  discharge,  and  fell  without  firing 

Angelica  Church  wrote  to  her  brother,  who  was  in  Albany:  \ 
"  Hi»  (Hamilton's) conduct  was  extraordinary  during  this  trial. 
I  canoot  reach  particulars  now,  my  sister  is  a  little  cnmposed, 
and  the  corpic  will  be  removed  from  my  house  within  an 
hour."     About    two    weeks    afterward    (irtveral    Schuyler 

PkUtf  SthuyifT  to  £Ii%jtbfth  HamiUon 

AuiAXV,  Dtc  6,  I  Set 
Mr  DBABLY  BtLOVED  AND  .AmIABI.K  ChILI):  I  trust  that 
fcaifnaiion  10  the  Divine  Will  has  so  far  tranquillized  your 
aind  as  10  mitigate  the  seventy  of  the  anguish  which  has 
blHl  ioJfeaed  on  you  and  all  of  us.  It  ought  my  beloved 
ckU  BD  aCixtl  u>  much  consolation  that  our  dear  departed 
dnU  a#ffri*J  such  decided  evidence  of  his  aversion  to  shrd< 
4iH  of  Uooilt  thai  be  pursued  every  measure  which  propri- 
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c-tv  and  prudence  could  dictate  to  avoid  it,  that  thus  he  hai 
K'tt  this  litV  without  seeking*  or  evm  wishing  to  take  away  that 
of  his  inteni|K-raic'  adversary,  and  that  we  have  rea!M»n  tn 
trust  thai  hv  the  unhoundrd  nuTcy  of  his  Creator,  his  Spirit 
is  in  ihe  re.dms  i»f  Ktrrnal  hiiss. 

In  a  lerier  tt)  my  Dear  Hamilton,  I  urged  him  to  hrin^ 
V(»u  with  him  to  us,  I  must  reiterate  che  reiiuest  to  \ou  m\ 
Dear  C*hild  that  I  may  have  the  consolation  of  rmhracin|s 
vou,  of  mingling  mv  tears  with  \ours  and  with  Hamilton, 
and  thi-n  hv  iMmtorrin^  each  to  ilrv  them. 

I  su^ested  measuics  tor  this  jnurnev  since  which  ha\r 
refli'i  tf-d  ifthrn-  shduKI  Uv  no  sirdging  that  It  would  he  hettrr 
t«»  srnd  mv  stroni:  h«»rs«s  t«i  \nur  Mmiher's  at  Kvnl>cck  with 
mv  C*o.u'hm.in  tn  rrliivc-  \nur  horses,  hut  If  there  should  be 
^'Icdi^in^,  I  vvill  SI  nd  mv  KiM-n-d  SU-d  and  horses  to  ytnir 
Hr<ithirs  aiul  then  vour  C*i>.iilic-s  may  he  left  there-  but  I 
ou^ht  to  lu-  aiiviscd  in  timr  of  the  dav  on  which  Vou  will 
prt»h.ihlv  lra\r  Ni  w  ^  nrk. 

\ti\iT  C'o.ii  h  is  siitfu  ii  ntlv  r«Mimv  tti  bring  the  nurse  and  rhr 
thru  \nunL;t-r  children  with  ynu  whiili  will  add  greatly  tu  our 
satist.ivtion 

Allien  m\  Dtar  I.ow  ^'nur  M.ima  and  sister  unite  with 
.'ill  in  JiAc-  r<>  \iiu,  v>iur  ll.imiltf>n  anil  the  dear  Children  and 
in  |u.i\i-rs  ih.ir  ivirv  ^^sMI1^  nf  whhh  mortality  is  susccp- 
til>lc  ot  mav  Ih   V'liirs  .ind  theirs. 

I  am  rTi\  di  .irlv  Im  Itivrd  C'hild, 

M'lsT  t(  n%Krl\    A:  atfci tionatc-lv  vour^ 

■  ■ 

I'll.   Sclll^  LIR. 

ilamiltori  nrvi  r  fulK   r»c«i\irul  fr*»m  this  loss,  fur  the  ca- 
ret r  i>t  t};(    \<Mjni:  m.in  li.id  been  his  pridr,  and  he  had  hij^h 
h  'P«  s    rfi.<r    fif    \^•llid.   < -.e  nru.ili; .   take    up   his  own   w^rk 
I  (rrtr^   t:";Ti    I  .il!f  ;  r.iriii   .ind    i!i.in\    trie-nils  sprak  of  thi«, 
.irvl  .i!l  *   ■ri.l'tli.i  \M?h  hiiTi  left  r 

I{:jT  \t  \\  -if  Pliilip  liami!TMn\  letters  to  his  father  are  pre- 
^ir. tJ.  .ind  (bt^i-  ^b<i\v  th.ir  .i  m^'Nt  atfeitionate  s\mpath% 
ixi^Tid  bet^vcin  the-  two,  tui  tilt'  father,  despite  his  abu>rf^ 
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oon  tn  public  afTairs,  and  the  demands  upon  his  time  which 
mtn  conitantiy  being  made  by  others,  conducted  his  boy's 
cifaication,  giving  him  frequent  hints  In  regard  to  the  selec- 
oon  oTitudies,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  should  live,  and  a 
Ktof  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  sun  after  hii  graduation 
ItDin  Columbia,  when  he  was  preparing  for  his  chosen  pro* 
ItMioa.    Th<«c  were : 

RULES   rOR  MR.   rHlLlP  HAMILTON 

FitMB  the  first  of  April  to  the  first  nf  October  he  is  to  rise 
■KM  later  than  six  o'clock;  the  rest  of  the  year  not  later  than 
■rwn.  If  earlier,  he  will  deserve  commendation.  Ten 
will  be  his  hour  of  going  to  bed  throughout  the  year. 

From  the  time  he  it  dresied  in  the  morning  till  nine  o'clock 
(tbr  time  for  breakfaM  excepted),  he  is  to  read  law.  At 
mne  he  goes  to  the  office,  and  continues  there  till  dinner- 
ame.  He  will  be  occupied  panly  in  writing  and  partly  in 
leading  bw. 

After  dirmer  h«  reads  law  at  home  till  five  o'cUx-k.  From 
this  tiinc  till  seven  he  disposes  of  his  time  as  he  pleases. 
Flam  seven  to  ten  he  reads  and  studies  whatever  be  pleases. 

Frocn  twelve  on  Saturday  he  is  at  liberty  to  amuse  himself, 

Od  Sunday  he  will  attend  the  morning  church.  'Hie  rest 
of  Ac  day  may  be  applied  to  innocent  recreations. 

He  mM  not  depart  from  any  of  these  rules  without  my 


Several  yean  before  he  entered  Columbia,  when  Philip 
waft  a  saull  lad  at  school,  the  father  wrote  to  him: 

AUxmiUrr  HamiHun  to  hti  son  Philip' 

I'mUtDtirtUk.  Vet    I.  lygi 
I  wed  wed  with  great  pleasure,  my  di-jr  Philip,  the  letter 
wtwll  flM  wrote  mc  last  week.      Vi>ur  mama  and  myself 
warn  «cfy  bsppjr  10  Icam  that  you  are  pleased  with  your  situ- 
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ation,  and  content  to  stay  as  long  as  shall  be  thought  best  for 
you.  \Vc  hope  and  believe  that  nothing  will  happen  to  alter 
this  disposition.  Your  teacher  also  informs  me  chac  you  rr» 
cited  a  lesvm  the  Arst  day  you  began  very  much  to  his  Aad»> 
faction.  I  expect  every  letter  from  him  will  give  me  a  fresh 
pr(x>f  of  your  progress,  for  I  know  you  can  do  a  great  deal  if 
you  please,  and  I  am  sure  you  have  too  much  spirit  not  to 
exert  yourself,  that  you  may  make  us  every  day  more  and 
more  proud  of  yr)u.  ^'ou  rememl>er  that  I  engaged  to  send 
for  you  next  Saturday,  and  I  will  do  it,  unless  you  request 
to  put  it  off,  for  a  promise  must  never  be  broken,  aiid  I 
never  make  you  one  which  I  will  not  fill  as  far  as  I  am  able. 
but  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  Christmas  holidays  are 
near  at  hand,  and  I  suppf>se  yctur  schcM)!  will  then  break  up 
frir  a  few  days  and  give  you  an  ctpportunity  of  coming  to  stay 
with  us  for  a  longer  time  than  if  you  should  come  on  Satur- 
day. Will  it  not  Iht  In-st,  therefore,  to  put  off  your  joumer 
till  the  holidays  ?  Kut  determine  as  you  like  best,  and  let 
me  know  what  will  he  must  pleasing  to  you.  A  good  night 
to  my  darling  son." 

Six  years  later  Philip  wrote  to  the  father,  who  was  then  at 
Albanv.  a  letter  which  appears  to  have  been  sent  from 
Columbia  C^»llege,  and  it  suggCNts  that  he  possessed  some  of 
the  mental  traits  of  his  father. 

Philip  HamilUiTi  /o  Alexander  Hamilton 

Afni  ti.  ITW 

DF^R  P^p^:  I  just  now  received  the  enclosed  letter  frosB 
(trandpa  [.Nchuvler],  in  answer  to  a  lener  I  wrote  to  ktnu 
in  whuh  he  has  enclosed  to  me  three  receipts  for  shares  in 
the  Tonrme  Tavern,  amounting  to  £100.  I  have  gi^Tn  the 
receipts  m  Mama.  I  delivered  my  speech  to  Dr.  Johntoo 
to  examine.  He  has  no  cibiection  to  my  speaking;  but  he 
has  blotted  out  that  sentenie  which  appears  to  be  the  best 
and  most  animated  in  it;  which  is,  you  may  recollect  it — 
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"Amientam,  you  havf  /ought  the  hettlei  nf  mankind;  you 
kmM  enkinJUJ  thai  sacrti  frt  offrttJom  tvhieh  u  now,"  and 
n  forth. 

Dear  Papa,  will  you  be  so  good  as  to  give  my  thanks  to 
Grandpapa  for  the  present  he  made  me,  hut  ahovc  all  for  the 
|Ood  advice  hii  letter  contains — which  I  am  very  sensihle 
of  IIS  being  extremely  necessary  for  me  to  pay  particular  at- 
tmtion  to.  in  order  to  be  a  good  man.  I  remain  your  most 
affecbonate  son. 

P.  S.  You  will  oblige  me  very  much  by  tending  back  ihe 
Ictttr  I  have  enclosed  to  you. 

The  careers  of  the  other  sons  were,  in  a  measure,  com- 
iBonplacc.  Linle  remains  to  show  that  they  ever  distin- 
(ittshed  themselves.  If  an  exception  can  be  made,  it  is  in 
Ar  caae  of  James  Alexander  Hamilton  who.  in  his  Reminis- 
ccaceft,  referred  to  elsewhere,  sketches  the  active  part  he 
look  in  the  adjustment  of  various  delicate  diplomatic  affairs 
during  the  administration  of  .Andrew  Jackson  and  Martin 
Van  Buren. 

Alexander,  the  second  son,  was  graduated  from  Columbia 
in  1804,  and  he,  too.  became  a  lawyer,  but  went  abroad  and 
iained  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  army,  then  in  I'onugal,  whete 
be  »cquired  1  mlliiar)'  training  and  some  of  the  strategical 
McdKids  of  the  great  Knglish  general.  Previous  to  the  war 
of  iBii  be  came  honte.  became  a  captain  of  infantr)',  and 
■crvcd  with  his  father's  old  friend,  (Jcneral  Morgan  Lewis. 
After  the  war  he  supported  himself  by  his  profession,  and  in 
■tu  became  a  United  States  distna  attorney  of  New  ^'ork. 
a*  wdl  at  land  commissioner.  He  finally  became  idenii- 
Cad  wilb  the  devclopnKnt  of  real  estate  in  New  York  City. 

Jaan  Alexander  alio  graduated  from  Columbia  in  1S05, 
«■■  am  otteer  in  the  war  of  1812.  and  was  made  Secretary 
«f  Sn»  W  imterim  by  Andrew  Jackson  in  t9i().     He  sub- 
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scquently  became  United  States  district  attorney  for  die 
southern  district  of  New  York,  and  was  later  engaged  in  'm^ 
porrant  diplomatic  work. 

The  fourth  son,  John  Church,  named  after  die  husband 
of  his  Aunt  Angelica,  after  his  graduation  at  GJumbia  in 
1809,  also  studied  law  and  took  part  in  the  war  of  iSia*  and 
it  was  he  who  prepared  his  father's  papers  for  publicaiion. 

The  fifth  son,  William  Stephen,  after  entering  West 
Point,  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  afteiward  went 
to  the  F'ar  West,  where  little  is  known  of  him  except  duc  be 
died  in  California. 

Philip,  the  youn{;csr,  was  but  n^'o  years  old  at  the  nant  of  the 
duel  with  Burr,  and  is  often  referred  to  as  "little  PhiL**  He 
studied  law  in  New  ^'ork,  and  for  a  time  was  aasistant  Vmttid 
States  district  attorney,  under  his  brother  Jamefl,  and 
a(hie\ed  ctmsiderable  distinition  by  the  able  manner  in 
which  he  tried  and  convicted  the  celebrated  pirate  Gibba. 
who  ^as  hanged  on  Bedlrxr's  Island. 

'Ilie  (grandfather  wrote  to  his  daughter  shordy  befoffc  the 
birth  of  this  last  baby. 

Phthp  Schuyler  /o  Elizabeth  Hamilien 

AiMJjn,  AmgaM  9^  gloa 

Mv    nP'lRLY    BELOVFD    AND    AmIABLF.    ChILD:   HoW   WUT 

endearing  attentions  rivet  you  cnntinually  to  my  heart.  May 
the  loss  rif  <ine  Ih*  cnrnpensated  by  another  Philip.  May 
his  Mrrijf's  imiiljfe  rhoM*  \%hKh  graced  his  brother*  and  may 
he  (m*  a  iMmtorr  fn  parents  mi  tender  and  who  have  endeared 

ihimM-I^es  tn  theirs. 

A  l'*n^  ahs«-n^e  has  prevented  mv  attention  to  my  private 
affair^  I  h<i|H  \in»n  ro  arrange  these,  and  propose  a  sisit 
tn  yui.  l>iir  I  l»(IuM-  It  ijn  nut  Ih:  until  after  the  Supreme 
(^mrt   in   rhis  Citv  I    hopi-  you   keep   ^'our  Children 

as  muih  A>  {Missililc  in  the  ci>untry.  as  the  city  at 


^ 

miur  ii\MtiTMN     nij    -U'^su       iiitti     run  ■ 
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ti  groerally  injurious  to  the  health  of  Children,  especially 
as  they  can  with  so  much  facility  indulge  with  fruit  and  fre- 
quently with  that  which  is  unripe. — Emnrace  them  all  for  ut. 
They  all  share  with  You  and  My  Dear  Hamilton  in  our  Love. 

Adieu  My  Dear  Child.  May  those  hlcssings  which  are  the 
ponion  of  the  virtuoui  attend  You  all  is  the  prayer  of  Your 
Affectionate  parent 

Mn.  Himilton.  P"  Schlyler. 

There  was  a  great  difference  between  the  ages  of  the 
daughters.  Angelica,  a  very  beautiful  girl,  was  born  shortly 
after  her  father's  residence  in  New  York  City  after  the  peace. 

She  was  evidently  a  charming  character  and  very  much 
like  the  aunt  after  whom  she  was  named,  tteing  clever  and 
talented.  She  seems  to  have  had  giKnl  musical  training,  and 
this  lady  frequently  speaks  of  her  in  her  letters  from  London. 
"Adieu,  my  dear  Rli7.a,"  wrote  Angelica  Church  in  1796,  "  I  1 
shall  bring  with  me  a  (lovcrnncss  who  understands  music  ' 
pretty  well,  she  will  be  able  to  instruct  Angelica  and  Eli/a." 

Upon  receipt  of  the  news  of  her  brother's  death  in  the 
Eackcr  duel,  she  suff'ered  so  great  a  shock  that  her  mind  be- 
rame  permanently  impaired,  and  although  taken  care  of  by 
her  devoted  tnothcr  for  a  long  time  there  was  no  amrlioraticm 
IB  her  condition,  and  she  was  linalty  placed  under  the  catc  of 
Dr.  MacDonald  of  Flushing,  and  remained  in  hi>  charge 
ontil  her  death  at  the  age  of  sevcnty-thtec.  During  her 
bftCT  life  she  constantly  referred  (o  the  dear  broihrt  so  nearly 
her  own  ap  as  if  aUve.  Her  music,  that  her  father  used  to 
ostwee  and  encourage,  stayed  by  her  all  these  years.  To 
itm  end  she  played  the  same  old-fashioned  songs  and  minu- 
tm  apcai  the  venerable  piano  that  h;id  been  Intught  for  her,  , 
■■■jr  yean  before,  in  l^ndon,  by  Angelica  Church,  during 
hm  prihooi,  ai>d  was  sent  to  Ncm  ^'nrk  ihroush  a  fnrnd 
of  her  fedicr.     She  survived  her  mother  by  tMn  jnil  a  half 
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years.  The  younger  daughter*  with  whom  the  modier 
lived  in  her  old  age,  and  at  whose  house  she  died,  in  Wask> 
ington,  seems  to  have  been  a  woman  of  a  great  deal  of 
strength  of  mind. 

Although  all  of  Hamilton's  sons  marked  out  for  cfaem- 
selves  legal  or  military  careers,  it  cannot  be  said  thac  any 
one,  in  a  conspicuous  way,  resembled  his  father. 

William  did  not  marry,  but  scjught  a  frontier  life,  and  oc- 
casionally returned  to  see  his  mother  and  brothen.  He 
first  went  to  that  part  of  the  Northwest  which  is  now  Wis- 
consin, and  in  i^jj.  when  in  her  eightieth  year,  Mrs.  Hamil- 
ton madi'  the  long  j<iurney  to  see  him.  She  wrote,  on  ber 
way  to  my  father,  as  follows: 

A/rj.  Alexander  IlamtlUjfi  /o  Philip  Hamilhm 

Mmtk  ig^  t8j7 

Mv  DF^R  Son:  I  wrote  to  your  Brothers  of  my  continurd 
health.  I  am  now  on  the  Ohio  quite  well,  at  ritsburg;h  I 
was  visited  bv  Mr.  Rf>ss*  the  friend  of  your  Father.  He  la- 
ments  the  stjtc  of  nur  rountrv,  and  frars  his  efforts  will  noc 
be  of  the  durjCKin  that  i^ckhI  nunds  wish. 

llie  Director  f>f  (he  KanL,  he  informed  me,  taw  your 
Brother's  letter  and  immediately  determined  not  ID  iflme 
specie  As  soon  as  the  Kank  f)pened  they  were  required  to 
make  a  payment  in  s|x-i-ie  t(»  a  iimsiderable  amount  by  per- 
sons that  had  l>een  (rj\elling  ni^ht  and  day.'  Pittsburg;h  is  a 
considerable  tn^n  on  the  itinitinn  i»f  three  rivers,  no  beautr 
but  gocni  liiiildin^s.  ^loomy  from  the  use  of  coal.  I  shall 
write  y(»u  fr<im  Cinvinnari  where  I  shall  be  triday.  Adieu* 
write  to  me  and  let  me  know  how    Angelica  is. 

^'our  AfftAfmnaie  Mdthrr, 

K.  Hamilton. 


I". I  .-•'-  • 
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Later  At  wrotr: 

Mri.  AlfxanJrr  liamtlton  to  Philip  Hamilton 

Misnsstm,  it*j  13,  tSj?. 
Mr  DEAR  Son  :  1  have  passed  the  Ohio,  the  river  Is  veiy 
■ndous,  but  very  difliculi  of  navigacion,  the  shores  beaun- 
rat  aod  the  veuel  approaching  the  shore  at  the  distance  of 
one  iloien  feet;  no  wharf,  the  water  is  so  mixed  wiih  clay 
thai  h  U  not  drinkable  without  wine,  lliis  evening  we  shall 
be  at  St.  Louis  on  the  Mississippi.  Our  passan  will  be 
ttdtous  at  we  go  against  the  stream.  I>ei  me  near  from 
jnm,  parbculariy  respecting  Angelica  and  all  the  family. 
V'ouT  affectionate  moiher 

ELizAbETii  Hamilton. 

And  again: 

Mt$.  AttxondfT  Hamilton  to  Pfiilif>  Hamtlton 

I  thank  you  My  Dear  Son  for  yours  of  the  fifteenth.  I 
hope  you  may  have  leisure  and  the  opportunity  to  have  the 
Speacn  of  your  beloved  Father  copied.  Solicit  it  mott 
aiuiously,  sikI  if  that  won't  do  rrtjuesi  It  a*  a  favour  for  me. 
Hire  a  person  to  copy  it  and  let  me  be  at  the  expense.  How 
dntrous  must  you  be  to  see  all  given  to  the  publisher  that 
jPQur  fatber  has  done  for  our  country. 

I  wish  ttxi  to  make  int]uir>'  where  the  location  is  to  be  made 
aad  when  this  it  the  last  of  vnur  father'^  K-rvii.-es  of  the  grant 
erf*  land.'  I  am  auitc  recovered,  I  wish  you  may  see  tome 
of  GcTteral  Waihinrton's  family  and  that  you  gu  lu  Mount 
Vcreoo.     Adieu.     Your  Brothers  are  all  well, 

E«iy  Blessing  anend  you  Prays 
Your  Affectionate  Mother 

KttZADETH    ItAMttTON. 

New  York,  February  21.  1839. 

*  A  MMioM  im  •  wctkM  ol  UmI  im  awtrirH  llamiboa  hj  Mm  United  SitUB 
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Wry  ffw  of  the  children  presented  any  of  the  father's 
dominant  attractions.  William  Stephen,  however,  mutt 
have  heen  a  winning;  character.  lie  certainly  possessed  a 
great  deal  of  his  father's  personal  heauty,  and  much  of  his 
charm  of  manner*  but  it  is  said  that  he  was  unconventional 
and  something  of  a  wanderer. 

The  youngest  son,  Philip,  also  manifested  much  of  his 
father's  sweetness  and  happy  disposition,  and  wai  always 
notahly  considerate  of  the  feelings  of  others,  and  was  punc- 
tilitius  to  a  fault  in  his  oMigations.  In  his  old  age  he  devofrd 
much  of  his  time  to  helping  others  in  many  quiet  ways,  and 
no  line  came  to  him  in  vain  for  ad\ice  or  such  material  help 
as  he  could  afford.  Horn  at  a  time  when  his  mother  was  in 
great  [x»\erty,  he  was  denied  those  advantages  accorded  to 
his  elder  brothers,  anil  h.id.  in  every  sense,  to  make  his  amn 

m 

W.IV.  He  h.u!  no  colligi-  education,  hut  studied  law  with  one 
of  his  luiithers;  had  a  hard,  up-hill  professional  life,  and  died 
ci>inp.irati\ely  |XM>r.  Much  of  his  time  was  given  up  to  un- 
S4  Irish  acts,  and  the  number  of  his  |XK>r  clients,  especially 
thoM*  who  tMllfiwrd  the  sra,  was  \ery  great. 

J.iTnrs  A.  Hamilton  described  the  family  life  in  New  ^'ork 
\\h«  n  hr  and  his  br»»thers  and  sisters  were  children.'  "I  dis- 
tinvtiv  nciiJUct/*  he  says,  *'the  seme  at  breakfast  in  the 
fr<*nt  riMiin  of  the  house  in  Kroadwav.  Mv  dear  mother 
s(  .it(  J.  as  W.IS  hc-r  wont,  at  the  head  of  the  table  with  a  nap- 
Lin  in  hi  r  l.ip,  cutting  slices  of  bread  and  spreading  them 
wirh  luittir,  while  the  yMun^er  boys,  who.  standmg  at  her 
^ii!r.  re  .lil  in  turn  a  cb.iptir  in  the  Hible  or  a  portion  of 
<  i'-'.^lNinith's  *k'»rne.'  When  the  lessuns  were  finished  the 
t.irf'i  r  .ind  rhi-  i  Mi  r  ihildnn  wm-  i  alic  ii  to  breakfast,  aftrr 
wliiifi  rfif   !«'i\>  wirr  paik.li!  nf}  t  •  '*^hi"»!." 

During:  rlit  ri:!u-  th.ir  lla;nilr>>n  w.is  Sei  retarv  i»f  the  Trra«- 

Ha  I-  •..•■••■  j      ; 
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niy  and  when  he  lived  in  Philadelphia,  his  family  worries 
were  increased  by  reason  of  the  nwnacc  of  yellow  fever, 
wfiidi  Menu  10  have  been  prevalent.  As  the  result  of  the 
abwnce  of  all  needful  sanitary  precautions  and  ignorance  of 
the  disease,  we  find  that  this  scourge  flourisLhed  in  Philadelphia 
•D  an  alarming  extent  during  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 
cmmry.  It  was  sometimes  given  its  familiar  name,  and 
again  spoken  of  as  the  "plague."  Nothing  could  be  more 
pitiful  than  Roben  Morris's  description  of  its  invasion  of 
dM  dcbeon*  prison,  where  he  was  confined,  which  was  known 
M"PnilK  Streer."  Not  only  the  corridors,  but  every  avail- 
able space  was  filled  with  coffined  bodies,  and  the  prisoners 
were  dying  like  sheep.*  Hamilton  and  his  family  were 
eMpoted,  and  it  is  said  that  some  of  them  wore  stricken,  but 
aB  managed  to  recover.  The  alarming  extent  of  the  dis* 
caae  upon  several  occasions  practically  led  to  the  abandon- 
mrm  of  Philadelphia  by  those  who  could  afford  to  go.  After 
Invit^  their  house  in  that  city,  the  Hamilton  family  first 
WWII  »  the  hills  and  .then  to  .Mbany,  but  for  a  rime  were 
quarantined  oubide  of  the  limits  of  the  latter  place. 

PfrvitNis  to  this  rime  the  Schuylcrs  devised  measures  to 
loKn  the  danger  of  contagion  and  tu  remove  the  children 
ID  a  healthier  spot,  and  when  the  danger  tx-came  alarming 
dM  was  done.  Later  they  prevailed  upon  the  Hamiltnns  to 
JBHl  their  children.  In  the  fnllowing  letter  the  "httte  one" 
wfcfnJ  to  is  John  Church  Hamilton  who  was  then  more 
rinn  a  )rcar  dd. 

book  bawi  dM  Iklr  of  "OcivfaM«l  WriUn^  on  tbr  ^'rlbiw 
TKiM  Wlio  tun  tal  T'ltf^'iua  vhal  ba*  )Ui^<rnr<l  Wukln 
tkd>  Friind*  ami  frlhiw  ('Humi.  bf  •  rkiUdtlfJutn."  |irr. 
Ik>  OMmuw  ■Will  ntr  uji  t»  iS«*.  l'[wa  Uw  tmhaiwf  ti 
I J,JM  pn«MM  ««n  burWd  In  "  Putter'*  Fktd**  b  Ibal  tll;  Inm 
9>  ITU- 
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As  wc  know,  the  fwer  made  its  appearance  in  New  York 
as  well  in  1795*  and  Mrs.  Hamilton's  sister  Angelica  wrote  to 
her; 

Sffttmbtr  the  M.  OS 

1  implore  you  my  dear  Kli/a  to  write  to  me,  there  are  lettrrs 
in  tctwn  so  late  as  the  lo'^  October  from  New  York.  I  ha%-v 
not  a  line,  and  a  dreadful  fever  rages  there»  and  )'ou  and 
yours  are  there,  if  you  knew  what  I  suflfer  you  would  write  to 
relieve  a  thousand  apprehensions — Adieu  my  Dear  Sister. 

I  cmhrace  you  with  tendrest 

atfi'ction.     ^  ours         A.  Church. 

Hamilton,  whose*  many-sidrd  genius  found  expression  in 
various  ways,  suggrstt-d  the  I'old-watcr  treatment/  which,  in 
later  years,  has  In-en  again  adopted  not  only  for  this  disease. 
but  for  all  toxemic  conditions  with  high  temperature.  He 
thus  wrote  to  his  wife  u|Hm  this  subject: 

AlexauJfr  Hamilt'jfi  to  Elizahfth  Hamilton 

Kvr.  30  Milts  rton  Nrw  Yois, 
TuncUy  Kvm 

1  am  arrived  here  my  Dear  Kli/a  in  good  health*  but 
\ery  an\ii»us  alwuit  my  IXrar  Child.  1  pray  heaven  to  rr- 
stnre  him  and  in  e\ery  e\ent  to  support  you. — If  his  fever 
shtuiM  :ip|H'.ir  likely  to  pro\e  obstinate,  urge  the  Ph^'sician 
to  consider  \%ell  the  propriety  of  trying  the  cold  bath — I 
e\|Xit  ir  will,  if  it  continues,  assume  a  nervous  t\'pe,  and  in 
this  i  jse  I  believe  the  Cdld  bath  will  Ik*  the  most  efficacious 
remedv  but  still  ilo  nut  attempt  it  without  the  approbation 
of  the  Pbv^ui.in.  ALs  my  Itetsv  how  much  do  I  regret  to 
W  sipjurtd  from  vtiu  at  sui  h  a  juncture.  When  will  the 
time  come  that  I  shall  In:  exempt  fri»m  the  necewirv'  of  leav- 
ing: mv  dear  family,  (ttnl  bless  mv  lH:lo\cd  and  all  mv  dear 
OuUiren.  A.M. 

Mrs    ILiTT^Iriin. 

\   »■  :  *■  ■,-  "r-  I".  lK»v  ''.a^ «.  AitS"j(h  -ire  ^4  the  «4iWl 
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devoted  a  wcrk  to  the  journey  and  graphically  pictures  the 
diacomforts  of  the  iloop,  which  was  the  only  method  of  con- 
wjrancT.  and  this  he  does  as  one  would  nowadays  refer  to  a 
transatlantic  trip.  Fift>'  years  later  Mamilmn  himself,  in 
letters  to  his  wife,  speaks  of  the  miserable  and  comfortless 
pil^mages  and  the  dirty  and  crowded  little  vessels,  which 
were  often  obliged  to  lie  ro  under  ihc  lea  of  the  Highlands  to 
asrait  changes  in  d>e  weather  and  tide. 

The  next  autumn  General  Schuyler  again  wrote  to  Mrt. 
Hamilton,  urging  her  to  leave  Philadelphia. 

Phlifi  Schu^er  to  fJizahrth  Hamilton 

N    \otim,  MotMUy,  S*pt  >q,  1704. 

Mr  DCARLY  artoVED  Child:  Reponx  confirm  the  former 
accounts  that  the  Yellow  fever  prevails  in  Philadelphia.  I 
nus(  therefore  and  most  earnestly  repeat  my  request  that 
You  leave  the  city  immediatrlVf  and  as  you  may  be  exposed 
•D  inconvrnicnces  on  your  journey  I  wish  you  to  go  10  some 
decmt  tavern  on  the  road  towards  New  ^'ork.  Ar  the  Mar* 
IcToyi  at  Bristol  if  possible  and  as  soon  a^  you  receive  this  to 
wTtfe  me,  and  if  You  arc  determined  to  inmc  away  1  will 
MY  out  on  Friday  with  a  Stage  Wagon  which  I  «halt  evpecially 
enfafe  to  bring  You,  the  Children  and  Servants  over.  If 
rat  Rave  not  two  horses,  to  bring  your  Carriage,  bring  at 
least  Your  Chair  as  you  will  travel  with  more  ease  in  that 
tkaa  in  the  Waggon. — Pray  fail  not  to  write  immediately 
«■  receipt  of  this,  and  if  the  post  should  be  already  come 
way,  tetMl  Your  letter  hy  some  person  lommg  m  the  Stage, 
aod  a  copy  of  It  by  post — (km)  pIc^s  ^'ou  my  .Amiable  and 
b«lpy«d  Child.  Kmbrace  the  Children  for  me. 
Yours  affectionately. 

Ph.  SciiL'vtEii. 

Mn.  Hamtlnm. 
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Chevalier  de  CollnTt,  who  had  inherited  the  great  Georgia 
lands  from  Comte  d*Kstaing,  who  was  one  of  Hamiltoo'i 
early  friends,  and  in  pressing  his  suit  he  wrote  Hamilton  the 
f<}!lowing  interesting  letter,  in  which  he  asked  the  latter  «> 
intercede  for  him: 

The  Chn-dltft  Je  Colhrrt  t^j  Alfxander  Hamilton 

IxiMiioN,  this  ;th  Mmy^  tSoa 

It  is  with  great  pleasure.  Monsieur,  that  I  learn  from  a 
letter  from  the  N'icomte  D'Orleans,  that,  confirming  dK 
choii'i-  already  made  l>y  the  puMic,  the  President  has  ap- 
pointed you  to  (ill  the  |x»siti(»n  of  Commander-in-chief  of  the 
army,  left  \  arant  by  the  death  of  ( leneral  Washington,  so  that 
what  I  tf»ld  ynu  a  month  ago  is  already  partly  realized,  time 
will  hring  the  rest,  and  I  am  \ery  sure  that  in  whatever  post 
Fortune  phii-es  vnu.  vou  will  justify  the  discrimination  that 
put  yoii  there.*  I  hr  frum|H-f  of  war  has  once  more  sounded, 
the  Ausfrians  are  l>oasting  of  great  successes  in  Italy,  and 
thev  oTtainlv  nuist  ha\e  had  some  as  they  have  taken  Bc^ 
cheta.  whii'h  must  entail  the  capture  of  (tenoa,  but  the 
French  declare  rhev  ha\e  had  brilliant  victories  on  the 
Rhinr. 

We  must  e\p<ct  exaggeration  on  Iwith  sides;  in  one  or 
two  m«»nths  at  rhr  earlust  shall  we  he  able  to  foretell  upon 
whivh  side-  I'nriunc  will  drclarr  itself. 

Condr's  armv.  paid  bv  l.ngland,  is  marching  upon  Italy. 
where  ir  is  to  dnn  the  Whitr  Cockade  and  the  old  French 
uniforms;  they  ha\e  i>rders  to  make  as  many  recruits  at  they 
I  an. 

From  what  Nbrnsic-ur  le  C«imte  d*Artois  tr>ld  me  rescrr* 
ilav.  M^nMiirncwr  le  Du^'  I)' Xn^milrme  has  left  Mittau  for 
Italv  tfi  |nin  M'ln seigneur  li-  Prinve  de  Conde. 

( lener.il  Aln-riTombv  Uj\is  ht  re  for  the  Mediterranean 
with  4.'':'"  men.  it  sit  nis  ih.it  I  ngland  intends  to  raise  an 
armv  m  nniir  to  .itt.iik  tbi    Snurh  of  France,  where  mal- 
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contrnts  are  numeroui;  it  is  laid  that  the  Russiani  who  are 
in  laljr  will  join  ihcm,  thry  also  talk  of  a  dcscrnt  upon  Nor- 
mandy to  cauie  a  divrrsion:  all  that  will  I  think,  depend 
apoa  the  luccctics  that  the  Austnans  or  the  French  will  nave 
on  the  Rhine  and  in  luly.  In  the  tneantimc  all  the  tmigrti 
are  rmimtng  to  France,  I  am  expectine  letters  that  will  dc- 
cmIc  my  course;  I  know  that  the  sale  of  my  property  in  Nor- 
nundr  has  been  rorhiddcn;  three  tnonths  hence  I  shall  know 
bcnv  I  Matid.  You  know  why  I  long  for  wealth.  Ah!  my 
dear  Gcncnl.  do  not  be  so  much  my  enemy  and  hers  a»  to 
bMdw  chcm — by  taking  advantage  of  her  submission  and  rc- 
Wta.  for  her  father — to  force  her  into  cnntractme  any  bonds. 
Aa/tt  if  hfT  heart  ie  not  entirely  changeJ,  will  make  her 
wrctcfced.  and  drive  me  10  despair,  if,  as  I  hope,  1  can  soon 
oCier  brr  the  competence  that  would  »atisfy  hers  and  my  dc- 
MRS.  I  know  too  that  Mr.  Ch.*  and  you  think  I  amlrtorjj.  I 
mt  very  well  that  yoti  do  not  know  the  French.  The  warmth 
of  tbdr  blood  prolongs  their  youth.  Away  from  her  I  love 
Wf  ai  much  as  all  your  .'Vmcricans  put  together;  near  her  I 
imm  kfr,  Mni  tkalt  love  her  as  at  twenty,  and  I  could  loi-eurll. 

MiMiMiii  I  you  are  csprriencrd  enough,  and  she  is  rea- 
•sanUe  moo^  to  know  that  all  the  tram^pons  of  love  are 
0fpa%  only  too  shortlived  with  young  men.  and  that  similari- 
OM  of  caste.  frieTulship  and  confidence  are  the  true  founda* 
ooo*  of  happittess. 

Sod)  being  the  case.  I  have  thirty— perhaps  fony  year« 
in  which  to  try  tn  contribute  ti>  hers,  ami  ymi  know  whctber 
I  denrv  it.  You  may  remember  that  when  I  left  you  you 
mU  BK  that  time  might  bring  happy  changes,  I  replied  that 
I  alKwld  hare  the  perseverence  and  courage  that  sooner 
or  bsf  oytfCQCTie  fate.  I  shall  have  them  tn  the  end,  and  I 
aHW>  fOU  that  before  long  I  shall  be  able  in  uniting  the  little 
I  hjngkt  to  what  1  shall  have — to  offer  her.  if  not  so 
C  a  lot  as  I  could  wish,  at  least  one  that  need  give  her 
jr  for  the  future. 

1 1tt«*  aesther  time  nor  inclination  to  reproach  you  for  | 
'  iflcaoe.  Mme.  Oi*  who  ti>  kindly  led  me  to  hope  for  | 
I  of  her.  has  alio  completely  forgotten  me.     Sotne  ot>e 
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must  have  played  mv  a  very  nasty*  dirty  trick  to  blacken  mc 
in  her  t*yt*s;  it  is  a  Am-  ^amc  to  speak  evil  of  the  abirnt 
Assure-  her  that  that  is  not  what  we  do  here  when  I  am  with 
the  Princcsse  dv  Craon  and  H'tune^  a  young  woman  who  it 
with  her,  and  who  is  very  tond  of  Mdlle  Kitf}*;  she  ha« 
lu'^^-d  me  to  send  her  two  InNiks  of  music,  one  of  which  is  ol 
her  own  com|>ositi(m.  I  am  entrusting  to  some  one  who  n 
poing  to  Philadelphia,  I  send  it  to  you  as  well-fneanin|c 
[H-(iple  will  n(»t  fail  to  think  that  this  packet  encloses  some- 
thing else,  ^du  can  reassure  them,  and  may  open  the 
Scrcijl  before  the  whole  assemhled  family.  AJieu^  mc^n 
gi'fUTiU  now  that  you  have  an  army  do  nnx  take  ad%'ama|ee 
of  \<iur  su(H'ri()rity  to  ini^loriously  ti^ht  a  Soldier  who  has 
nothing  hut  lo\e  nn  his  Siiie,  and  who  has  everything  id 
struggle  against.  With  every  resjHrct  and  assurance  of  my 
unchancini:  attachment*  t      /«  ^ 

^   *^  Le  Chev.  de  C. 

Hamilton's  ultimate  resignatirm  from  the  Treasur^'ship 
'  caused  a  great  deal  of  oimmciticm  in  the  family,  and  much 
disiussiiin  (»n  the  part  of  ( iener.il  Schuyler,  Mrs.  Church,  and 
his  friends  at  Lifl'*'.  As  has  hern  stated,  he  left  public  oAie 
impoxerishc  il.  and  when  he  was  thirtv-sevrn,  and  bixr  ten 
years  lufurt-  his  «li  .irh.  It  is  apparent  from  his  letters  that 
this  step  was  a  hard  one  to  rake,  as  his  entire  lite  and  intrr- 
est\  had  heen  meti^rd  in  th(  piililir  trust  he  titd  mi  mui  h  ro 
i»ri:ani/r,  and  whiih  has  altend  si»  little  in  more  than  <^nr 
hunilr<il  \tar^  1  hr  tulliiwifii^  Icrrrrs  that  pasved  lH*twrrn 
himself  and  his  sisrrr-in-laA ,  tn  whom  he  often  furneii, 
graphic j!I\  ^•im(\  hi^  nv>tiMN  dn\  frc-iings: 

^'•M|  say  I  am  a  polirinan.  and  i:'»<kI  fur  nothing  What 
will  \itii  s.iv  wlitn  \'>u  it-.irn  rh.ir  .i?ri  r  fanuarv  next,  I  shall 
i».isi  r<i  !►•■  a  pi»liriiian  ar  all  '  S«i  is  thr  fait  1  \\?\r  for- 
mally  and   definitely  announied  my  intention   to  resi|^n   at 
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that  period,  and  have  ordcrrd  a  house  to  be  taken  for  nw  at 
New  York.  My  dear  Eli/.a  has  been  lately  %ery  ill.  Thank 
God,  ihe  u  now  quite  recovered,  except  that  she  continues 
•omewhat  weak. 

My  abience  on  a  certain  expedition  was  the  cause.* 
You  will  sec,  notwiihsianding  your  disparagement  of 
me,  I  am  still  of  consequence  to  her.  Liancourt'  has  ar- 
rived, and  has  delivered  your  letter.  I  pay  him  the  aiten- 
bfxi  due  to  his  misfortunes  and  his  merits.  I  wish  1  was  a 
Crtcnii;  I  might  then  afford  solid  cunsolaiionit  to  these 
children  of  adversit}',  and  how  delightful  it  would  be  to  do  w. 
But  now,  sympathyf  kind  words,  and  oei-anonallf  a  Jinnrr, 
mrt  di  I  tan  Corilriliiilf.  Don't  let  Mr.  Church  or  alarmed 
St  my  retreat.  All  is  well  with  the  public.  Our  insurrec- 
tion is  most  happily  terminated.  Government  has  gained 
hy  it  reputation  and  sticneth,  and  our  finances  are  in  a  most 
flourithmg  condition.  Hmmg  tuntrthulfd  to  plan  ihuie  of 
tlu  Nation  on  a  gooj  footing,  /  fo  to  take  a  little  rare  of  fy 
mmm  whsck  need  my  tare  not  a  tittle. 

Love  to  Mr.  Church.     Betsey  will  add  a  line  or  two. 


And  again  btcr,  after  the  actual  resignation : 

AltxmnJer  Hamilton  to  Angelua  Church 

Albamv.  Utnk  6.  179; 
To  indulge  in  my  domestic  happiness  the  more  freely, 
was  with  me  a  principal  motive  for  relinquishing  an  office 
in  which  'tis  said  I  have  gained  some  glory,  and  the  diffi- 
cukic*  of  which  had  iusi  been  suhdurd,  Kliza  and  our 
rhJdrrn  arc  with  me  here  at  your  falhrr'«  house,  who  is 
iHBMlf  at  New  York  ancnding  the  legislature.  We  re- 
■nia  beie  till  June,  when  we  become  stationary  at  New 
York,  where  I  resume  the  practice  of  the  law.  For.  mv 
dear  MMct,  I  tell  you  without  regret  what  1  hope  you  antici- 
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pate,  thai  /  am  poorrr  than  whrn  I  went  into  office}  I  aDoc 
mysi-ir  full  four  or  six  years  of  more  work  than  will  be  plti»- 
ant,  though  much  less  than  I  have  had  for  the  last  five 
years. 

Angelica  Church  to  Elizabeth  Hamilton 

I  sincerely  congratulate  you  my  dear  Kliza  on  the  rcsi|^ 
nation  of  our  dear  Hamilton  &  on  your  return  to  New  York 
where  I  hope  to  pass  with  you  the  remainder  of  my  davk 
that  is  if  \ou  will  he  so  ohli^in^  as  to  permit  my  Brother  to 
i:ivi*  luc  his  MK  ietv,  for  vou  know  how  much  I  love  &  admire 
him. 

1  do  not  hv  this  Ship  write  to  mv  amiaUe^*  but  vou  wiD 
thank  him  fnr  his  letters.  1  was  very  proud  to  have  the 
American  Ministers  intreatinK  me  for  information  from 
America.  I  iliil  hoast  of  %ery  lon^  letters  5c  give  m^ieif 
Mimr  airs  of  importance.  .Mr  |ay'  is  very  desirous  of  getting 
t(i  his  Hresiile,  &  Mrs.  Pinckney*  preparmg  for  Spain. 

The  Churches  eventually  arrived  in  New  York.  Hamil- 
ton secured  a  house  and  expended  upon  it  large  sums  to  hs 
it  fur  the  (Kcupancv  of  his  rather  exacting  sister-in-law,  and 
iht-se  wi-  find  entered  in  his  IxMiks  -as  well  as  records  of  how 
the  family  lived,  and  what  they  did  for  a  number  of  years. 

m 

.-Xmoni;  other  items  charged  to  Mrs.  Church,  it  appears  that 
he  paid  "Cash  for  passages  of  yourself  and  servants  on 
-    —     IXjIIs.  370. (>^\"  and  at  an  earlier  date  he  *'paid 


'  Ma-  .':  ^r..  in  a  f-rivair  l*-:!«-f  lUi**'!  J-jnr  y»,  i;^*,  wT\*r     "' 

.    !  *    f   '•4.  'A'   -I   :  rrtrr.i  thr:;i  r?uikt'-.|(  a  •injavutkin  nf  \mt\imf  «^Kk  tkw 

Ka  !   :  *r a    ,  ..f--  !  A-      iri!i-:K  t-i  tSr  U«\  *4  ihrit  •iiunlrir       All 

.-••'?.-•  ■  *■•  .' r  ,.?.;>:,.. '.rl  I  ;:j'*  i^rr.  .^-r  «  rr.«  Thrvalaci 
I  •  .  f*.i.«  -  '  f  Ja  •  I  r  ■•  '^•--.  %::»:...- J  ?  .  5;»r  ••  ia»».n  !•  i«*\l  " 
«a     •     '.  '  .  Mr   W  M    1!  t  •  }^i>  I(a!:..>.  »:.\  *t^.[  •ie\A\  when  he  WiX 

'  \U-..'.  - 

■  T    ••       • . . 
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L  of  your  last  landlady  for  rooms,  &  some  damage  done 
rour  aervanis  m  removing,  £23.9.3." 
Ill  own  accounts  are  all  neatly  and  carefully  kept  up  to 
^  but  show,  after  that  time,  some  carelessness  and  brevity 
rh  is  in  contrast  with  earlier  years.  This  was  probably 
ng  to  his  muliifarious  occupaiions,  and  possibly  lo  his 
iefy  about  the  affairs  of  his  own  political  party,  which  then 
in  the  mtdsi  of  its  troubles.  A  list  of  excerpts  is,  I  think, 
thy  of  reproduction. 

G.  Wxshinfcton  openie  to  Mmi.'  to  Monrm  $16. 

I.     Nov.  II.     Comiibution  far  cTtciing  R.  C  Church 

at  Mbtny  5. 

Jnly  It.     KotthU  lum  paid  to  W.  McDonald  tow- 

arda  Pictbytrrtan  Church  ji  Albany  15. 

;.  Oct.  ]{.  HouHhtild  rxpcnsn  for  thi«  lum  paid 
Henry  Seaman  fur  Mourning  fur  Mrs.  Ham* 
ihan.'  4J.15 

Plulip  Schuyler  paid  for  Mrs.  Schuyler         ii^i 

65*7 

Dec.  6.    Account  of  Expences.  for  this  sum  paid 

tax  on  catria)^  10. 

ior  this  turn  paid  Mr.  Beekmanforhalf  ayrannrnt 

of  tublr  JO. 

^C  31.  Uroij^  Wathinf^an.  PrMidcnt  fir  ihi* 
•um  paid  for  an  rxprtM  10  Mcmii.  riofTcr  it 
MaUn  t6. 

May  6.  For  ihit  turn  paid  in  full  for  Tuition  of 
mjr  Cbildtrn  in  tht  Kiciiih  Un);uaf;e  tav  d<>l- 
Urs  Kif^htnn  hve  thillinp   &   4''  1 1..   Mailirt)    £tiA.i 

May  18.     HouMhoJd     Furniture    for    a     Dininf; 

Table  h  Bed  Strad  Doll.  108.74 

^     Jm.  10.     Account  of  IXinaiiun  for  the  turn  given 

away  30. 

diiio  July  4  ic. 

To  Stack  Account  for  pnceijf  Hone  JcChaiK.Sold         150. 
L     FocthttsumpaiJ  .M.  Ten  K>ck  '«  houic  rent  "''jS 


lt^lMiid«tf  Jalw»adMMrtS.bu)lef.oa«.>(  U««Mr«l  S>ku,ki 


>  » 
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i7</>.     Srpt.  7.     Account  of  Donation  for  this  turn  paid 

on  account  of  rent  for  Isaac  Sherman  37. JO 

Sept.  12.     For  this  sum  deposited  for  payment  of 

duties  on  a  pipe  of  wine  6a 

( kt.  1 1 .     For  this  sum  paid  Archibald  Drummond 

for  stationery  21^ 

For  Sundry  biKiks  &  account  5a 

Paid  IXxtots  Bard  &  iiosack 

171^^  &  i7i/>  iia 

1 7«/S  loa 

1H02  246.50 

1S04  pd.  Dr.  limark  July  {  12a 

'7*>7  Ap<>(hci'jnr\  hill  14. 

I7i>5.  Sum  for  Hrndi»n\  noic  pi\en  to  Mrs.  Ham- 
ilton ro  tjkc  our  in  ^riHcrirs  £^y     S- 

for  a  t!uinrj  in  addtrion  paid  lor  .Mrs.  Hamiltcm         £1174 
'7*>S-      I***'  t\%o  iiuinras  i!i\rn  to  a  poor  French  -^JJ 

tannU  i:iv(-n  in  privjtc  charaitcr  £l. 

Account  ot  i-\prri\c\.  Dr.  to  C'jsh.  for  this  sum 
pjid  luiiv  IVrkins  Nt^rouoin an  for  her  wastes 
s(-\trjl  \rjfs  4CO,  uhiih  shr  alleges  was  dc- 
tjinrd  from  her  in  idn%r<|ucni'e  of  a  claim  by 
.M.A|or  I  urnrr  uho  demands  her  wages  as  his 
Mfvjnt    p  Kt-it  on  Krccipt  liook  Dr.      12. 50 

iT'vS-     f<*t  this  surn  pjul  tor  kvrpint;  ol  hordes  Ac  Carriage  S. 

17^5.     .Aui:    2^      tiir  rhi%  sum  paid  f«»r  C*ahinet  Wares  ^J^J 

Sept.  2i  Aiiounr  i>t  di»njri<»n«  Dr.  m  Cash  for 
rhis  s.ifn  pjiil  to  lirnr\  Kinu  tor  Board  of  Mrs. 
D(  ( ii-'^r  a  F  r«  mh  rttui;rr  l«^ 

17V'.     ( K't.     rhi^  Mini  drl'd  Mi%.  liamilion  on  going  Co 

\lhjn\  lOa 

this  sum  Mil  m\  rrtuin  Nnsrmhcr  I  2a 

iiiv  c  \p<  n«  r\  f<»  jnJ  tr<>m  -\lhanv  40. 

<  Kr    4       f'>r  Sul>%«  ripri<»n  ?•»  Danung  .-XftsemMy  la 

N«>\.  II       t^r  this  sum  pjid  liallrt  6c  Bruwnc  for 

2  C  halJr(»ns  ti|  Coal  JOl 

for  tiui(&  J. 

24.      |.    I. von    &  C*o.   ft>r  2^:  Chaldrons  of  Coal  i7  fO 

I)ri-  ^>  this  sum  paid   D«Htor  Jones  for  two 
hikini  ot  huttrr  S^  $5 

Del    2{       pjiJ  Ben\   Az  R<igris  for  Booki  lO- 
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796.     Dec  (or  ihi*  mm  in  Charity 

■7- 
5- 

P«ib  Sherrard  Wit  iccount 

5- 

S- 
£13.7.6. 

797.     Frby  ij.     Library,  paid  J.  RjviiiKton  for  books 
FH>r  24.     paid  Subtciipfion  ro  ball 
Mar.  7.     WtlUam  Doer  ca»h  lent  thi»  day 

"■37 
S- 
30- 

Mar.  10.     paid  Mn.  Hamilion  for  fub»cription  10 

a  Bible 

5. 

May  11-      R.  Troupe  for  parchment  purchased  of 
him  io  .kin«  31  s,  10 

11  S« 

May  19-     John  B.  Church  paid  for  a  ncgtu  woman 

tt  child 
Aug.  Vf.     Tax  on  houte  6c  Stabel 

us. 

pcraunal  lax 
Oct.  16.     paid  Cmr  Albany  >n  full 

9.30 
10. 

Nov.  14.     paid  Hair  dirucr'*  bill 

20. 

79I.     Fefcy  1-     fot  my  npcn»e«  to  and  fnim  Albany 
Subacrtplinn  toward*  Reading  Room 
Feby  14-    "   to  Pfcidenit  Ball 
March.  HouKhold   furniture.   Pl>te   pte«rnird  by 
M.  le  Gum 

CaK^  V   Oouvemeur 

so- 
1.50 

s 
500. 

Ezpcnaed  at  Philadelphia  lati  Summer 

April  1.     Librarj-  Acct  fot  p^id  towatd*  Encyclo- 

pcdia 
■•id  on  joumry  10  New  Haven 
Majr  1.     paid  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  half  year'*  rent  end- 

40.10 
100. 

ing  yetfer  day 
Marimu  Willet.  tfaii  lum  lent  hit  wife 

437.SO 
125. 

May  (>.     paid  Di.  Belleville  bill  in  full 

May  18.     Del>^.  F.  Hamilinn.  &  paid  for  pistoU 

JwK  JO.     paid  Independence  Dinner 

Aut;.  1.1.     paid  \V>llir«  bou^e   tt  Ch^i»e  hiie 

Dbc.  18.     paid  Mri.  Hamilton  K>me  time  lince 

11.SO 
61. 
10. 
3<>- 
100. 

)9^     Jan.  1 1.     Eapen»e«  for  a  Demijohn  »(  wine 
]  aa.  19-     paid  French  Taylor 

10. 

100. 

■a.  IQ.     to  Miliurv  Service'    <»mp«iMlion    for 
No««mba   it   December 

536.70 

Fabr.  11.     paid  for  Printi 

.». 

^^ 
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I7gi^.     Mar.  i.     Fxprnccs  for  half  the  rent  of  a  Country 

place  bst  tall  jy.jD 
paid  Uaac  Jtuu-s 
Mar.  2g.     rniicJ  Slates   Posta^r   paid   by  CapC. 

Churih  21. 
postagr  paid  hy  Mrs.  Williatiiik  to  accountant  of 

War  Drpl.  2I{.I« 

1X02.     Frhr.     Ky  Kaiik  N.  Y.  overdrawn  50 

Kxprncc  llousr  Kent  HO 

I7(>«>.     Sfpt.  25.      Pjid  lor  hnisc  I2{ 

tXo2.     May  12.     Kxpcnsrs  Philip's  funeral'  2M.1i 

180J.     Chanty.  Alms  IIuum*  105 

The  accfiunts  of  the  last  few  years  arc  even  more  coo- 
iienseii  and  less  orderly,  and  are  f^nuiped  under  "  Receipts  ic 
Kxpenditures.**  Many  of  these  refer  to  the  building  of  the 
(trance  where  he  li\ed  until  his  death,  and  to  the  payment 
of  household  expenses,  wayes,  etc. 

In  another  part  of  the  bcMik  appear  several  entries  u>^ 
douhtedly  in  connection  with  the  election  of  John  Adamu 
and  showin^  that  e%en  in  those  da\s  a  degree  of  con%*i\- 
iaiity  was  indispensable  to  the  exercise  of  the  fraiKhiic 

1796      Paid  Jones  prinirr  for  priniiii|;  nominating  tickets  Drs.  a. 
Aprl.  i^>.     paid  K.  Ii4i\d  lot  tavern  expenses  ) 

Monson  )  ^ 

pd.  Hammond  a«  mv  share  jO. 

"  Van  <  >rdrn  lor  'la\ern  Kxpenses  9.J7 

I'irv  of  N.  ^'    in  acct.  uiih  A.  If. 
1788.     McHean  Punier  at  different  times  paid  an  rscco- 
tiMii  airsi  I'apt.  I  in  jict    ot  Rockets  cx« 

pcndr  J  in  the  ptiKcssion.' 


I 
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le  cost  of  living  in  this  cit)-  in  thoM  days  may  be  ap- 
imaldy  icached  by  this  bill  for  provisions  for  about  ten 


.  45.     Reinhlrd  Kahmrr  hot  For  Comal  Hamilton  al  Sundred 
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"    i    "  buihcit  of  potaton  at  I'/i/l       £o. 

a    )    "  pccic  of  p«an 

a    J    "  buihcl  of  tumipi 

"    3    "  bunchnof  CartofaitCahtgCT 

"    t    ■■  lb.  b«r  >l  3)       ... 

■llj-lb.  miiitona.  4'1)     .     . 

"     bum  &  aom  ycatba 

■    6    •■  lb.  b™r  ai  3)       ... 
"    2    "  buihrli  of  Apcis       .     . 
"    S    "  lb.  butter  at  1/3 
"17    "  lb.  bnf  at  6  &  I  lb.  Suet  at  8^ 
"    3    "  DoiMi  of  t.ggt     ... 
"  13)  "  lb.  Mutton  at  yl      ... 
)    "  prck  of  pran  &  Spinnajt 
ooiotu  ;)  Kndif  3'l  61  Saltcy  8-1 
.  .  a  Copel  of  foH-la       .     . 
.  .  a  baikel      .     . 
7i  "  lb.  Veal  at  7J 
••   7)"lk.  bcrfatf"  . 

.  .  .  time  It  paialy 

.  a  act  of  Calft  feet 
I )  "  bufhel  of  lumipi 

.  •  ■  f'W*  ^  Cab^ca 

.  .  .  i>uali.  tripe     .     . 

13   "  lb.  mutton  at  4'i 


Q  **  lb.  beef  at  4'' 

2  "  buabeli  of  turnip*  2*.  6^   . 

4  "  foul*  at  3,'9     ..... 

5  "  butheli  of  potaton  at  2  <) 
to)  "  lb.  Com  l^et  at  J''  .  . 
20  "  lb.  pork  alt) 

14  "  lb.  muniMi  at  4'' 

.  .  .  Cabete, 
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Oaober  25th    To  *'    )   "  busheb  of  Cramberict  o.  j.  6 

To'*  12   **  dcncn  of  Eggs  at  10  &  4  doscn 

at  3-9 0.13.  g 

To"   6   "lb.  butter  at  1/4      ....  o.  8.  0 

29  *'    To  ...  a  tung  Salt o.  2.  6 

To"  13   "  lb.  mutton  at  4)      ....  o.  4.io| 
To"    3   "teal  at  1/3  a  piece  tc  Car- 

riu  6<^ o.  4-  3 

To  .  .  .  Swece  potatoes       o.  o.ii 

£B.  7.10 


CHAPTER  IX 

FRIENDS  AND  ENEMIES 

Fkou  an  early  period  in  the  war  until  after  the  overthrow 
of  Louii  XVI,  a  number  of  brilliant  Frenchmen  landed  on 
our  thoret.  Some,  like  La  Fayrttc.  the  Due  de  Lauzun, 
the  Vioomte  de  N'oallles,  the  Marquis  Francis  Jean  de 
Chastellux.  Rochambeau,  Touurd,  Pont  dr  Gihaud,  Du' 
pomiU  Maudiut  Duplc«is,  the  Comie  dr  la  Rouarie,  or 
Ccionei  Armand  at  he  was  known  to  hi»  fellows,  came  to 

Othcn,  like  Louis  Philippe,  the  G)mte  de  Volney,  the 
CtHntt  Alexandre  de  Tilly,  Ntoreau  dr  St.  Mcr)*.  the  Due 
it  b  Rochefoucauld-I.iancoun,  J.  P.  I)tiss<kt  de  Warville, 
came  ai  tmigrti,  or  lu  iravrl;  and  the  ubu^uitous  Bi%hap  of 
Avrun,  otherwite  Charles  Maurice  I'allcyrand,  after  stirring 
op  all  the  miichief  he  could  in  Great  Britain,  and  starting;  an 
InA  rebellion,  came  here  t»  spv.  These,  and  many  other 
devcr  and  witty  men  frnm  different  pant  of  Kurope,  among 
them  the  veteran  soldier  Steuben,  gave  to  society  at  the  iime 
of  the  American  Revolution  a  decided  tharm.  We  find  them 
in  Philadelphia,  at  well  as  at  e%ct\  lat^e  army  camp,  and 
gloom  incident  to  the  hardship  and  struggles  r^ 
"  f  equipped  force  fighting  against  superior  numbers 
itf'  wcB-tniited  rroops,  they  were  cheerful  and  welcome 
I iwinri  They  cenainly  brought  wiih  them  a  fund  of 
^j«ty,  which  did  much  to  raise  the  drooping  spirits  of  the 
hat&j  pailiois.  and  with  most  of  them   Ilanultim  Ma»   un 
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viTV  KfKul  tiTins.  Of  him  Oliver  draws  this  picture,  whkk 
lurhaps,  ap|)lii's  to  a  later  piTind,  hut  aixording  to  thcMc 
Fmuh  travilUrs  ami  writers  who  knew  him  in  the  field,  he 
was  alwa\s  tasiinarinf;:  "I'his  serious  young  statesman  wc 
gather  to  have  heen  remarkal)le  in  private  life,  chiefly  for 
Ins  hii;h  spirits,  his  ^(mkI  l<Kiks,  his  hri^ht  eyes,  and  his  ei* 
traurdinarv  vivaiitv.  lie  lo\ed  the  siK'iety  of  his  fellow* 
irrarures,  and  shdiie  in  ir.  lie  loved  gcKxl  wine  and  fsooi 
ifiinpanv  and  l>eaiitit'ul  things  even  clothes  and  ruffles  of 
hne  larr.  lie  despised  s|o\ens  and  people  like  JefferMm, 
wild  dressed  osrciitatious|\  in  hnrnespun.  He  beloHf^  to 
the  ai:e  of  MiannerN.  anil  silk  stfK-kin^s,  and  handsf>me  shor> 
luukles.  In  Uj::ehMt\  excellent  phrase,  *he  was  an  enjcn- 
iiii:  l.nulish  t^enrU-tnan';  lompanionahle  and  loyal,  gay  and 
sinrere.  alw.i\s  niastc-rfid  anil  nearh   always  dignified.**' 

I. It  us  \tt\  tln-n,  uhii  were  his  friends.  As  a  rule,  ihn" 
were  nu-n  who  wcri-  honorahle  and  well  educated,  of  good 
Cfiur.iL:(*  and  i^ihhI  hrec-dint:.  i^allant  and  chivalrous,  and  who 
pnsM-sst-il  the  otIuT  atTraitii»ns  *it  an  heroic  age. 

\s  his  1  :ip.u  ir\  fur  making  lasrini;  friends  was  greatly  in- 
triMr  t'l  tht-  (.ise  wirh  whiih  he  made  enemies,  this  can  he 
<  \plaiiied  l<\  ilir  sr;iT(  tiK  iir  f>f  f»ne  nt  his  historians  that"hi« 
|i»\(-  ft»r  his  i-oiiiirr\  u.is  :il\\:i\s  i^rc  atir  than  his  love  for  hi« 
i'tiintr\ nicn,'*  and  it  i.in  he  cisiU  innceived  how  a  man  with 
sii  ifitiial  a  SC-11SC-,  and  with  sui  h  strong  ideas  rrgardmc 
iinMlhNh  ropiirrrm  riTs  fur  the  puhlic  weal,  must  not  onU 
t.iil  t«»  I  \rrt  hiin^ilt  U*t  thr  inir  shallnw  fascination  of  his 
till'iw  men,  as  di^l  liurr.  f<<r  iiiNr.inir,  luit  must  antagoni/c 
Mi-irn   rnt  M  with  l»  ns  |f»tf\   amiN 

Ills  attai  hiTK  nts  wrn-  sTr.iiii:rl\  assorted,  hut,  as  a  rule, 
w(  n-  \c  r\  ih  ( ;\  M  r\  .itd-i  iioiuirc-.  and  ver\  lasting;  and,  a«  it 
usiull;    tlu'  v.i^r.  ihi'  l(  ss  Itrtlli.cir  aiui   ni«»re  soher-min  !rd 
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fricndi  wrre  those  ihai  remained  loyal  and  unselfUhlr  de- 
voted to  him  until  the  end,  and  did  more  for  his  family  after 
hi*  death  than  any  of  the  others.  It  may  be  said  that  they 
were  divided  into  two  categories:  those  that  were  drawn 
to  him  by  his  humorous  and  almost  feminine  traits,  which 
were  coupled  with  a  fascinating  culture  and  a  flow  of  spirits 
that  almost  bubbled  over;  and  others,  who  had  been  engaged 
with  him  in  (he  war.  and  in  bis  legal  practice,  and  the  many 
public  affairs  which  were  so  vital  at  the  lime.  These  really 
lo^ed  him  for  his  great  intellectual  gifts  and  his  absolute  sense 
of  juibce.  Although  Lodge  has  gravely  declared  that  he 
had  no  imagination,  it  dm-s,  on  the  contrary,  appear  that  he 
had  a  livdy  sense  of  humor,  and  was  at  times  exceedingly 

This  is  shown  in  bis  letters  to  John  Laurens,  to  La  Fayette, 
and  a  few  of  his  early  friends,  and  in  the  rather  shon  and 
unsatisfactory  remaining  correspondence  with  his  wife  and 
sisccr-in-law.  In  1780,  at  a  time  when  the  condition  <t(  affair* 
was  ccruinly  not  conducive  to  high  spirits,  we  find  thai  be 
wrote,  in  ihe  field,  to  funeral  Anthony  Wayne  in  regard  to 
a  Re*.  Dr.  Mendey,  "who  is  exceedingly  anxious  to  be  in 
dw  KTvire,  and  I  l>elieve  has  been  forced  out  of  it  not  alto. 
gMlKr  by  fair  play.  He  is  just  what  I  should  like  for  a  mili- 
ary parton,  except  that  be  does  not  drink,  and  he  wilt  not  in- 
mm  UfMxi  your  going  to  heaven  whether  \nu  will  nr  tH>t."' 

There  is  the  jauntiness  of  the  gay  MiMier  in  his  few  words 
■D  00c  of  his  wannest  army  friends,  Oiho  Williams  (1774): 
"MiDd  your  cyt,  my  dear  bov.  and  if  )ou  have  an  oppor- 
Oan^,  fi^l  hard,"  *  but  a  tenderer  note  in  bis  long  lener  to 
JoImi  Laurens,  which  is  not  so  well  known  as  to  kne  its 
1  by  abridged  repetition;  probably  none  of  his  com- 

'  Wsfaf  *Tia  i  iqi  niiirntr"  ntmrtt  vt  tf  Idrffr. 
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radcs  was  drarrr  to  Hamilton  than  Laurens  whose  untimdr 
death  was  a  very  great  blow.* 

Cold  in  my  pn»fVssions— warm  in  my  friendships — I  wiUi, 
my  dear  Laurens,  it  were  in  my  power,  by  actions,  rather 
than  Wfirds,  to  convince  vou  that  I  love  vou.  I  shall  onl\ 
tell  you,  that  till  \<iu  bid  us  adieu,  I  hardly  knew  the  %*alue 
you  had  taught  my  heart  to  set  upon  you.  Indeed,  my 
friend,  it  was  not  well  done,  ^'ou  know  the  opinion  I  €»• 
tertain  of  mankind;  and  how  much  it  is  my  desire  to  pre- 
serve nnself  fm-  from  particular  attachments,  and  to  keep 
mv  happiness  independent  of  the  caprices  of  otheri.  You 
should  nnt  ha\e  taken  advantage  of  my  sensibility,  to  steal 
into  m\  affections  without  m\  consent.  I)ut  as  you  have 
done  it,  and  as  wi-  are  generallv  indulgent  to  those  we  love, 
I  shall  not  scruple  to  pardon  the  fraud  you  have  committed 
on  one  condition;  that  for  tnv  sake,  if  not  for  your  own«  you 
will  continue  to  merit  the  partiality  which  you  have  so  art* 
full\   iiisrilled  into  me. 

Mrur\'  shall  be  taken  care  r>f.  All  the  family  send  love. 
In  this,  ioin  the  (leneral  and  .Mrs.  Washington;  and  what 
IS  best,  it  is  not  in  the  stvie  of  ceremonv,  but  sincerity." 

<  >nc-  of  Hamilton's  tnost  de\oted  friends  was  the  Baron 
Krc-iierii  k  W  illiarn  August  .Steuben,  who  l>egan  his  militaiy 
cam  r  in  Prussia  aN  an  aide  to  Frederick  the  (ireat,  and  who 
waN  afterward  general  ot  the  i^uard  of  the  Prince  of  Hohcn- 
/•tllrrn-lleihini:en.  1  his  tVicnilship  began  when  Steuben 
laiulrd  iTi  America  in  1777.  ami  loined  the  army  at  VaUr% 
K«»r-»-  iM  |-"^.  AlthniiMh  he  was  Hamilt<»n*s  senior  bv 
ab«>Lir  t'Ai  nt. -sc-vcn  \rars.  tht  re  was  something  vrrv  amtt»- 
in;^  al». luf  \\\\Ar  r.w^hx  hv  callfil  the  reNer^al  of  relationt*  and 
thr    alvvivf    pjtK-rnal    intc-rcNr   •>?    the   \ounc   protej^   in   his 
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middlf'aged  innnictor,  for  it  was  thr  baron  who  first  taught 
dw  American  troopi  the  orderly  tactics  o(  war,  and  gave 
tltctn  th«  benefit  of  his  past  experience,  which  he  had  de< 
med  in  the  service  a(  the  great  Frederick;  but  in  spite  of  all 
hts  military'  ^nius  he  was  helpless  as  a  child  in  other  things, 
and  to  Hamilton  he  looked  for  advice  and  help. 

Not  only  were  the  relations  of  Hamilton  and  Steuben  «if  a 
ddighifully  affectionate  nature,  but  we  find  that  An^lica 
Church  frequently  alluded  to  him,  in  her  bright  way,  in 
Buny  letters  wrincn  to  her  sister.  Nine  years  after  the  I 
war  ibe  wrote:  "I  envy  you  the  trio  of  agreeable  men  you  I 
calk  of.  mv  father  and  mv  baron  and  voui  Hamilton,  what 
plcasam  evenings,  what  agreeable  ihit-chat,  whiUt  my  \i- 
varkjr  mtnc  be  confined  to  dull,  gloomy  Englishmen.  Adieu. 
aiy^ear  Eliza;  tell  Hamilton  if  he  docs  not  send  my  Fathei' 
An^iassador,  that  I  shall  believe  be  has  no  influence  at 
Coun.  and  that  I  will  tn  not  to  care  for  him.  Adieu,  my 
<lear  Elna,  be  happy  and  be  gav,  and  remenitier  me  in  your 
nnh  as  one  who  desires  and  wishes  in  panakc  of  your  hap- 
yiDcaa.     Embrace  Hamilton  and  ibe  Haron.     Yours,  A.  C"  * 

Again,  having  met  the  royal  family  at  the  theatre,  she 
■aid:  "but  what  are  Kings  and  Queens  to  an  American 
«!■>  has  (cen  a  Washington!"  In  anolbrr  Iriier:  "This 
dtf  year,  tnv  dear  Eliza.  1  bad  the  bappinr^t  to  %ee  you 
ami  receive  the  affectionate  attention  of  u>u  and  my 
itar  Hamilton,  and  the  gallantries  of  the  Harr>n  "  Indeed, 
S«.Mbtn  was  a  jovial  companion,  most  intimate  with  Ham- 
Amb,  and  an  ever  welcome  guest  at  his  home  and  that  of 
Gancfal  Schuyler.      His  rather  extravagant  ways  evidently 

C embarrassed  most  of  the  time,  but  be  knew  tittle 
;  of  the  value  of  money,  while  hit  efforts  to  obtain 
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assistance  were  pitiable  indeed*  for  he  appears  to  have  been 
always  in  financial  distress. 

It  has  been  stated  by  several  historians  that  he  often  spoke 
of  Hamilton  not  only  as  his  friend*  but  as  his  hanker^  and 
it  would  seem  as  if  the  latter  was  much  more  than  this,  if  we 
may  infer  from  the  number  of  unpaid  promissor}*  notes  from 
the  baron  to  Hamilton  which  are  found  among  the  latter'i 
papers*  among  them  judgments  in  favor  of  Hector  St.  Jean 
de  Crevecnrur*  for  various  large  sums.  On  November  2j, 
17S5,  Hamilton  wrote  to  Washington  as  follows:  '*The  poor 
Haron  is  still  soliciting  Omgress  and  has  every  prospect  of 
indigence  Infore  him.  He  has  his  imprudences,  but  on  the 
whnli-  he  has  rendered  valuable  services*  and  his  merits  and 
the  reputation  of  the  country  alike  demand  that  he  should 
not  Ih'  left  to  sutTer  want.  If  there  could  be  any  mode  hr 
which  your  influence  cruild  be  employed  in  his  favor  by 
writing  tci  ycnir  friends  in  Congress  ur  otherwise*  the  Baron 
and  his  friends  would  be  under  great  obligations  to  you.** ' 

Chancellor  Livingston  wrote  to  Hamilton  in  regard  to 
Steuben's  affairs  as  follows,  in  a  letter  dated  March  3,  1787. 

I  received  your  favor  \\\\\\  the  Itaron's  papers  inclosed  br 
the  post.  The  letter  you  mention  1  have  sent  bv  a  private 
hand  now  under  tne.  I  enclosi-  a  letter  to  the  Karon  con- 
taining my  opinif>n  tho*  I  confess  to  you  that  I  do  think  chat 
in  publishing  it  las  he  told  me  he  purposed)  he  will 
nii»r(-  resentment  than  prudence.  He  will  provoke  repi 
he  will  be  called  u|>on  to  show  what  he  has  lost,  the  pay- 
nuntN  to  him  will  be  compared  with  what  other  omcrn 
h.i\e  reci  i\ed.  It  will  be  said  that  Congress  ha\e  failird  M 
all  their  engagements  froin  necessity,  that  there  is  nochin|( 
smgular  in   his  solicitation.     In  short,  he  will  hear  manr 
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thing!  that  will  vex  and  disturb  him  and  he  will  exclude 
himself  from  all  hopes  of  a  further  provision.  When  a  more 
bberal  spent,  or  a  heavier  purte  may  incline  Congress  to 
make  11.  If  you  think  with  me,  you  will  use  your  influence 
with  him  to  drop  the  idea  of  a  publication  thai  can  do  him  no 
good,  but  may  injure  him. 

It  would  appear  that  this  brave  old  soldier  was  ulrimately 
cared  for,  and  the  trite  saying  that  nations  are  ungrateful 
was  disproved,  for  through  the  influence  of  Schuyler,  I.iv- 
iogtton.  and  Hamilton,  he  was  finally  given  a  large  tract  of 
bnd,  amounting  to  sixteen  thousand  acres,  in  the  upper  part 
of  New  Vork  State,  a  portion  of  which  he  gave  to  Captain 
Ben  Walker  and  to  CnrncraU  Nonh  and  Popham,  and  there 
W  lived  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  November  20.  1794- 
The  State  of  New  Jersey  also  gave  him  land,  and  the 
Natsonal  Government  an  annuity  of  twenty-five  hundred 
doOan. 

The  gay  trio  to  which  Hamilton  and  Laurens  belonged 
was  made  complete  by  I.a  Fayette.  On  the  whole,  there  was 
htng  about  them  rather  suggestive  of  the  three  famous 
t  of  Dumas,  although  the  period  of  the  American  Rcvo> 
1  was  less  romantic  than  that  of  the  Musketeers,  It  is 
t  that  Hamilton  was  urged  to  kidnap  the  Kngtish  General 
I,  who  insecurely  held  New  York,  but  refused  upon 
the  saxe  that  the  latter,  because  of  his  incompetence,  could 
do  more  harm  if  he  M-ere  suffered  to  remain  where  he  was 
dMB  if  captured. 

There  is  a  note  of  romance  in  their  friendship,  quite  un- 
■■nl  even  in  those  days,  and  La  Fayette,  especially  during 
hk  orijr  •ojoum  in  this  cnunir)-,  was  on  the  closest  terms 
with  Hamilton.  He  luuchingly  writes  from  Paris,  April  1 1. 
i;ta,  as  folkms:' 

■  'Uaauboa'i  VtatU."  *nl  I. ),.  trj. 
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Dfar  Hamilton:  However  silent  you  may  please  to  be« 
I  will  nevertheless  remind  you  of  a  friend  who  loves  jrou 
tenderly,  and  who,  by  his  attachment,  desen'es  a  great 
share  in  your  affection. 

l*his  letter*  my  dear  Sir,  will  be  delivered  or  sent  by  Count 
de  Segur,*  an  intimate  friend  of  mine,  a  man  of  wit  and  of 
abilities,  and  whose  society  you  will  certainly  be  pleaird 
with. 

I  warmly  rea)mmend  him  to  you,  and  hope  he  will  meet 
from  vou  with  more  than  civilities. 

At  this  late  day  La  Fayette  certainly  seems,  to  some  extern, 
a  disapixiinting  figure  in  history,  if  his  behavior  at  Komr 
during  and  after  the  French  Revolution  is  considerrd. 
While  his  aid  to  the  American  cause,  prior  to  his  return  so 
France  and  shortly  iH-fore  the  alH)ve  letter  was  written*  en- 
titles  him  to  the  deep  gratitude  of  all  Americans,  and  his 
career  while  in  .'Xinerica  was  that  of  an  unselfish  and  brave 
soldier,  who  gave  all  his  energy  and  much  of  his  fortune  to 
the  cause  of  patriots,  his  remarkable  weakness  at  a  tinir 
when  his  sovereign  was  in  the  gravest  danger  is  almost  in* 
crtdihie,  and  cannot  even  be  explained  by  the  fan  that  he 
had  t;iktn  part  in  our  own  struggle  for  freedom,  and  had 
been  influenced  by  his  sympathy  with  the  cokMiisti,  who 
were  themseKes  fighting  for  lilnrrty. 

Hamilton  certainly  must  have  lost  much  of  his  respect 
and  nr>  little  of  his  affection  for  his  old  friend  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  hail  acted,  tor  in  a  later  letter  he  criticised  Burr's 
conduct  in  making  dislciyal  toasts,  among  them  one  to  La 
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Fayette.  He  refers  to  thin  as  an  evidence  of  Burr's  miscon- 
duct aod  •j'mpathy  with  "the  daring  scoundrels  of  every 
party,"  and  his  tendency  "  to  avail  himself  of  their  assistance. 
and  of  all  the  bad  passions  of  society.' 

But  Hamilton's  friendship  for  La  Fayette  was  shown  in 
late  years,  even  after  he  had  disappointed  him  by  his  con- 
duct during  the  French  Revolution,  and  in  his  connection 
with  the  Garde  Nationalr.*  When  captured  by  the  Austrians 
after  his  conflict  with  the  extreme  jacobins,  he  escaped 
acrou  the  frontier,  was  imprisoned  in  Olmuu,  and  treated 
with  great  brutality,  owing  to  a  desire  for  retaliation  for  the 
treatment  by  the  French  of  the  unfortunate  Marie  Antoi- 
nette. Here  he  remained  secluded  and  unheard  of  until 
he  was  later  )oined  by  his  wife  and  daughter.  Through  the 
cxcrtiofu  of  Fox,  Wilberforce,  and  Sheridan,  as  well  as  Wash- 
ington arul  Hamilton,  strong  representations  were  made  to 
the  Pnusian  Government,  though  in  so  doing  .serious  compli- 
catiotu  with  the  French  were  narrowly  escaped,  V'oung 
George  Washington  La  Fayette,  the  son,  who  had  been  sent 
here  during  the  Reign  of  Terror,  was,  for  a  time,  an  inmate 
of  Hamiltofi's  house,  and  was  treated  like  a  sun  by  the  latter, 
and  acted  in  conjunction  with  others  in  his  father's  l>chalf.' 
la  17^  a  Dr.  Bollman,  and  Ftancif  Kinloch  lluger,  of  South 
Carttlma,  by  a  bnlliant  stroke,  etTccted  La  Fayctic's  escape, 
but  he  was  recaptured  and  taken,  in  chains,  back  to  his  dun- 
geon.    It  was  iwK  until  1797  that  he  was  liberated  by  Na- 


To  her  sister  Mrs.  Church  wrote  in  1795:    "'^'ou  will  re-  1 
onvc  the  letter  by  Dr.  Bollman.  a  young  gendcman  of  g(.XNj 
Mate  and  polite  manners,  his  exenions  for  the  Marquis  dc 

M«,  >nL  LX.  So.  I       |S«  p    *VI  t 
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La  Fayrttc  have  been  so  zealous  and  active  that  eveiy  good 
American  must  honor  him  for  his  generous  conduct;  hts 
friend,  Mr.  Iluf»cr*  is  also  greatly  entitled  to  praise  for  what 
he  has  done.  I  hope  that  my  Brother  will  afford  them  has 
In-st  assistance  in  an  introduction  to  Cieneral  Washington 
and  our  distinguished  men." 

La  Fayette*s  subsequent  career  was  interesting,  by  reason  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  adapted  himself  to  the  kaleidoKopic 
changes  of  French  misgovernment,  for  his  attitude  was  never 
stable  or  consistent.  At  this  moment  I  may  be  pardoned 
for  referring  at  length  to  a  somewhat  interesting  incident, 
which  tells  how  this  distinguished  person  figured  in  the  his- 
tory of  another  branch  of  my  family.  In  1829  my  ma* 
ternal  gr^inilfather,  L<niis  McLane  of  IX-Iaware.  was  Minis- 
ter to  InLrLiMil.  and  one  of  his  many  Mins  was  Roben  M. 
Mel. .me,'  now  dead.  Seeking  for  a  school,  he  wrote  to  his 
friend  La  Fa\ette,  who  replied: 

I  lla\e  f«»r  some  time  de\ised  an  answer  to  your  kind  letirr 
February  t^t(h  HecauM-  I  wanted  to  take  information  relab%T 
to  the  several  sihtNils  in  Paris.  The  result  of  my  inouiries 
is  \erv  favorable  to  the  t*ollege  of  Louis  le  (frand.  It  ap- 
|H-ars  the  \oiiiig  nu  n  are  well  attemled  to  with  respect  to  the 
diet,  the  iHTsonal  care,  and  that  the  classic  studies  are  as 
well,  they  e\en  vay  Hetter  l\>nducted  than  in  anv  odier 
sihtHtj  of  the  kind.  I  cannot  therefore  but  encourage  the 
ih'Mce  \nu  are  dis|>«»sed  ti»  make. 

\n<>(her  p>int  hail  a  claim  upon  my  Solicitude.  1  was 
.it r. (Ill  i>f  a  pri\at(*  Roman  l*atho|u-  influence,  as  it  is  nom 
Hii>Mne  a  <  loxernment  party  affair.  Hut  I  am  assured 
rh.ir  \<iuni;  Protestants  at  the  C*i>llege  Have  Had  tK)  cause  of 
i<»iTipl.iinr  in  that  wav.  I  et  me  add.  my  dear  Sir,  that  \xm 
niav  tlf  |Hi\ii  u|M>n  my  earntst  and  tender  lo\e,  ikm  only  Bjr 
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personal  attention.  But  through  mrn  motr  fit  than  I  am,  to 
Receive  minute  information  and  act  upon  them  in  Contact 
with  UK. 

We  are  in  a  rritical  parliamentary  situation,  the  address 
BO  the  King  will  be  debated  next  Monday  in  committee 
apecably  lu  a  ver)'  improper  article  of  the  Charter,  it  shall 
e«pect  a  ktter  of  ditapprobatinn  of  the  Polignac  adminis- 
tration; I  don't  question  its  obtaining  a  great  majority. 
What  will  follow  is  very  uncertain,  ihc  King,  his  son,  and 
some  of  the  ministers  seem  determined  to  go  on.  Whether 
the  Chamber  will  be  prorogued,  dissolved  or  kept  to  try  the 
continuance  of  a  stormy  session,  it  must  be  known  in  a  few 

Have  you  been  pleased  to  ask  Mr.  Perkins  what  has  be- 
come of  nis  Pole  friend  lk>rowsky  .'  No  answer  or  Uill  from 
Him  Has  Been  received  by  Mr.  Lawcschi. 

Be  io  kind  as  to  present  my  affectionate  Respects  to  Mrs. 
McLaite.  My  son  begs  to  be  respectfully  remembered,  and 
I  am.  Mom  O^rdtally, 

Your  friend, 

I.AFAVETTE. 

The  lad  was,  upon  his  recommendation,  sent  to  Paris 
wIksv  be  remained;  but  meanwhile  the  Revolution  of  1830 
had  broken  out,  and  Mcl.ane  sent  Washington  Irving, 
«Ik>  was  his  secretary,  to  France  to  investigate,  and  the  latter 
wAtt^ntndy  reported  to  the  anxious  father: 

PAtii.  Au[uit  ;,  i8ia 

Mt  Diar  Sir:  1  arrived  here  last  evening  after  a  very 
pkannt  journey  through  country'  as  iianquil  as  Knglami  on 
•  Sunday;  r>othing  but  the  national  ciH-kade  of  the  rrjtlu>rd 
Aig  dispbyed  in  every  direction  ga\e  a  hint  of  the  great 
mohilion  that  had  taken  place.  On  mv  arrival  in  Paris, 
I  was  struck  with  the  unusual  numl>er  of  jx-destrians  on  the 
KRCtt,  in  pairs  or  in  groups,  all  talking  with  grrai  eamcst- 
■KM,  but  general  good  humor.     I  never  have  seen  even  the 
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lively  streets  of  Paris  so  animated  on  an  ordinary  cvcaiif  «f 
the  week. 

Today  the  Chambers  are  in  session,  and  it  is  ezpccfied  dhr 
question  will  be  decided  before  night,  who  is  to  succeed  «>dhr 
vacant  throne.  I  have  not  been  able  to  sec  anyone  wfe 
could  procure  me  admission  to  the  Chamber.  1  called  ea 
Mr.  Kivcs/  but  he  was  from  home,  and  had  gone  himself  ai 
the  Chamber.  There  appears  to  be  some  awakening  aan^| 
the  leaders;  they  fear  some  movement  among  the  peopk 
in  favor  of  a  republic.  There  has  been  an  attempc  m  a^ 
semble  the  students  before  the  Chamber  in  order  to  incii 
them,  but  it  has  failed.  I  don't  see  any  ground  for 
apprehension.  The  republican  party  is  not  strong. 
are  small  parties  also  in  favor  of  the  bukc  dc  Bordeaiis.  aaJ 
the  Sim  ot'  Napoleon,  but  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
almost  all  those  who  have  pro|H-rt}'  at  stake,  seem 
that  the  weak  mode  of  quieting  the  present  state  of 
ment  and  restoring  anything  promptly  to  order  is  to  call  Ar 
Duke  of  ( )rleans  to  the  throne.  I  have  been  in  the 
place  Infore  the  C^hamlnr  of  IX-puties.  It  aras  filled 
|H'ople,  the  ^reat  part  young  men.  I'recautions  had 
taken  against  any  |N)pular  commotion.  The  interior  of  Ar 
C\njrt  \ard  was  strongly  garrisoned  by  a  detachment  of  Ar 
ganle  Narionale  and  another  detachment  was  stationed  at 
the  head  of  the  adjacent  bridge.  I  saw,  however,  no  sign  of 
rii»t  amcmt:  the  people.  The  assemblage  reminded  me  of 
the  croud  Infore  one  of  our  |M>lis,  and  1  have  ne%Tr  seca 
an\ thing  in  France  that  m>  completely  rebuked  the  p^yyulafft 
ot  A  frie  iDuntrv  <  ').  I'.\er\iine  was  expressing  hu  opiaioa 
ImihIIv  and  crtpiDimly,  discu^^ing  men,  makers,  forms  of  gov* 
( rnriK  nr.  i  ti  I  he  disiu^Mons,  however,  were  carried  oa 
\Mth<*ijr  iMs*«i'»n.  uirh  riiurii.il  civilitv,  with  acuteness  aad 
^•mhI  m  riM  .  in  t.ii  r.  it  is  sur|uiNing  to  see  the  moderatkm*  tbc 
iijd;:rninr  .md  ni.iL'n.irurnir\  which  have  governed  and  sol 
L'<>**ern  i\\is  \jsr  |>tipuljriiin  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
suiiih  n  .inil  (  \ri.i<irilinar\  siruatiftn  I  feel  satislird  that  al 
\mII  ::•»  iijf  T.  .iiiil  rliar  the  Duke  of  Orleans  will  be  called 


w 
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to  the  throne  immediately,  and  with  the  general  approbation 
of  the  people,  though  the  |>eon!e  will  take  advantage  of  the 
prcMnt  cnsis  to  augment  their  power,  and  to  diminiiih  the 
royal  prerogative. 

Thii  triumph  of  the  Parisians  has  been  so  brilliant,  prompt 
aikd  decisive,  and  has  put  them  in  such  general  good  humor 
that  thcv  seem  to  have  lost  their  bitterness  against  the  Bour* 
boru.  The)-  ipeak  of  them  with  contempt  rather  than  oth- 
erwtK;  they  caricature,  lampoon  and  laugh  at  them,  and 
the  ihop  windows  already  teem  with  ludicrous  caricatures 
of  Oiariei  X.  When  ihev  speak  of  the  ministers,  however, 
thnr  tone  changes,  and  they  hold  ihem  accountable  for  all 
the  blood  that  has  t>cen  shed. 

The  battle  has  l>ecn  fought  by  the  very  lowest  |)Cople,  1 
hive  been  told  by  those  who  visited  the  scene  of  the  combat, 
that  the  slain  are  generally  people  of  the  poorest  classes. 
W»»  the  struggle  here  to  l>e  achie%cd  by  the  [vctple  of  prop- 
cflTi  the  Bourbons  would  have  still  l>een  upon  the  throne. 

1  nlted  this  morning  to  see  Robert  at  his  sch<x>).  He 
kioki  well  and  rather  less  like  a  race  horse  than  when  in 
London.  The  mutte  maigrt,  in  spiic  of  his  abuse  of  it, 
agrees  with  him.  I  like  the  looks  of  his  school,  its  external 
appearance,  the  general  air  of  its  arrangements  are  bener 
than  any  I  have  seen  in  Paris.  Roben  wa«  at  school  when 
the  rrvoJution  broke  out.  He  kept  tolerably  ({uiet  during  the 
two  first  davs,  biit  when  a  third  day  of  lighting  came,  it  was 
■m  much  for  him,  and  he  and  alm()\l  a  do/cn  other  boys 
bfokc  CNJt  of  school  and  ran  to  set  the  uorld  in  order.  They 
ioiocd  in  some  of  the  skirmishing,  but  bad  no  other  weapons 
Ami  NDOes  and  one  or  tv-o  old  pistoU.  Kob  only  threw 
■Bat%  and  on  my  putting  bim  on  his  honor  and  conscience, 
I*  ooofcatcd  that  he  could  nut  boast  of  havmg  killed  a  single 
■uw  but  he  »n6  his  band  of  truant  rrsoluiionisis  afterwards 
mdc  a  forsge  into  the  center  of  Paris,  but  the  tighting  was 
iltcadir  over  and  all  the  killing  done,  so  they  returned  quietly 
B  dinr  school,  quite  satisfied  with  their  share  of  the  victory. 
On  (he  following  Sunday  he  was  sup|M>M-d  to  go  tiui  to  visit 
kit  fftuKU,  Pans  then  being  tranquil,      lie  vscnt  with  the 
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otiic T  Ihivs,  to  sec  ( Icnl  I.afayctri*  go  in  State  to  visit  the  Duke 
cir(  )rli'ans.  The  ( leiuTal  passed  through  the  streets  esconcd 
hv  his  <hlack)  giianls  in  raggeii  breeches  with  drawn  swords. 
The  |Hnp|«-  shnutt'd  *'\'ive  Lafayette,"  but  Rob  and  his 
omipanions  who  were  nn  a  heap  of  stones  cried  in  Kngiish, 
"  Lon^  h\e  Lat'ayi'ttil'*  and  they  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  ( iencTal.  He  recogni/ed  lioh,  t(M>k  him  by  the  hand  and 
thev  walkeil  together  the  most  of  the  wav  to  the  Palais  Royal, 
M(»b  bein^  no  iloiibt  misiakrn  by  the  populace  for  some  sur- 

Iuising  vt»uth  who  hail  si^nali/cd  himself  in  the  late  Victory. 
{«»b  aski-d  mc  \ery  an\i(»uslv  whether  it  was  true  that  the 
|xi»plc  meant  to  siorm  thr  I'hamtu-r  of  IX'puties  todaVt  u 
sui'h  a  rc'|)ori  had  pnv ailed  in  the  sch(M>l  and  the  master  had 
put  tlu-m  all  on  tlu-ir  honors  that  they  would  not  break  out. 
I  ^a\e  him  mv  opinion  that  there  would  be  no  tumult  to  call 
either  Un  their  aid  or  (»pposition,  and  his  ^-al  and  anxiety 
stemeil  in  siinu'  measure  pacified.  He  will  have  a  good 
de.il  to  tell  his  Maiiia  and  sisters  %\hen  he  returns  home. 
I  hev  ha\e  reasim  ti»  he  |>roiid  of  him.  I  left  directions  with 
Mr.   Measli-y  about  ytuir  [illegible]  which  will  be  prompdy 

attended  to. 

\\  ith  kiiiil  remembrances  to  Mrs.  McKane  and  the  familVf 
I  remain,  mv  dear  sir, 

^  ours  \erv  truly, 

\V\sHiN«rToN  Irving. 

I  he  \  ii'omte  de  Nuaiiles,  il«»s(  Iv  tt  lateil  to  I.a  Favette,  came 
ht  re  \erv  c.irlv  in  rlu-  Kexolutiim  and  \%as  tme  of  the  small 
coterie  of  .iimv  fin  nds  \\hi»  were  %\ith   Hamilton  at  Vork- 

t<iun.      I  hr  l.ttti  r  uri'Ce  to  him  in  17^2: 

l.stKTTi  t.<r  \t>i:r  t.ilrnts  and  ai'i|uirements  is  a  sentiment 
wh.iJi.  ti'iiT)  iTi\  «.irli«^r  .0  iju.iintarue  with  vou,  dear  Vi^ 
X'  cT'.r.  I  ii.i. (  sh.iif  il  1:,  K"i:.:ii<>n  with  all  those  who  ha\e  the 
f..ip}<ini  ^N  'I  Ln'i.MDj  \i»u.  but  a  better  knowledge  of  \  our 
•  f'..ir.i>  T*  r  h.i  H  ;ji  ,1  II  ir.  m  iu\  i\i  >,  a  nmre  intrinsic  merit,  and 
l:.i^  .irr.i.  Ill  d  ir.f-  f'*  \"tj  h;  .1  fiii  iiiUhip  founded  uptm  quali- 
fit  N  .1^  ijii   j^  the\  are  istimaltle.     I  cannot  forbear  indul* 
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ging  thii  drcUraDon,  to  express  to  you  the  pleasure  I  felt  at 
rcceivine  (after  an  inexplicable  delay),  the  letter  you  were 
•o  obtietng  as  to  write  mc  before  your  departure  from  Boft- 
■on.  It  wai  of  that  kind  which  is  always  produced  by  those 
Mtcntioiu  of  friend ■  we  value;  which,  not  being  invited  by 
omimstancei  nor  necessitated  by  the  form  of  Society,  be- 
ipcak  the  wannth  of  the  heart.  At  least  my  partiality  for  you 
makes  me  proud  of  viewing  it  in  this  light  and  I  cherish  the 
opinion.' 

He  continues  in  this  happy  vein,  trusting  that  his  friend 
will  return.  After  his  service  here  de  Noailles,  like  La  Fayette, 
retired  to  France  and  took  the  liberal  side  in  the  French  Rcvo- 
lutMn.  but  wat  finally  obliged  tu  flee  from  the  hlood>thit&ty 
un«-culonei,  leaving  his  wife,  who  was  afterward  guillotined 
in  17^  together  with  his  father  and  mother,  ile  came  to 
the  Untied  Sutcs  a  second  time  in  that  year,  and  for  a  lime 
entered  into  business,  bring  with  Ringham  it  Co.,  the  hankers 
of  Philadelphia,  and  speculated  so  successfully  that  he  ac- 
quired a  large  fortune  Mc  again  re-entered  the  French 
■crvicc  and  went  to  Santo  Domingo,  and  afterward  10  Cuba, 
where,  in  an  action  between  his  ship  and  an  Knglish  man-<>f- 
wir,  he  was  killed.  During  his  May  in  Philadelphia  he  saw 
Hamilton  frequentiv,  and  their  old  ftirnd^bip  was  renewed. 

Another  army  friend  was  (trnctal  Nathaniel  (ttrene,  who 
was  president  of  the  court  of  in<|uiry  in  the  Andri-  rase. 
After  hii  death,  Hamilton's  enemies  even  alleged  thai  the 
bttcr  was  guiltv  of  malfeasance  during  the  time  he  was  Sec- 
Tetmry  of  the  I'rcasun  in  lofiking  after  the  affairs  of  bis  dead 
fnati,  uid  had  helped  hi^  widow  utit  "(  the  public  funds. 
Greene,  too.  like  Hamilton,  at  aiioihcr  time  was  assailed  by 
the  friends  of  Gates  to  whoitc  crtmnund  he  succeeded. 

With  Richard  K.  .Meade,  who  was  also  an  aide-de-ramp  to 
Wuhiogtoo  with  Hamilton,  ihete  existed  a  clow  intimacy 

•-tUaUk<j<>*tW«ki*'IJ   r  HI.  t.Jl.p  i<t 
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which  was  participated  in  by  Mrs.  Hamilton,  and  chcSchin 
Icrs  as  well,  and  the  appended  extract  from  one  of  his 
is  an  indication  of  their  affectionate  relationship: 


I  have  explained  to  you  the  difficulties  I  met  with  in 
ing  a  command  last  campaign.  I  thought  it  ini 
with  the  delicacy  due  to  myself  to  make  any  appli 
campaign.  I  have  expressed  this  sentiment  in  a  IcncriD As 
(leneraL  and,  retaining  my  rank  only,  have  rdiDMUW 
thi*  emoluments  of  my  commission,  declaring  mywtM^  H^ 
withstanding,  ready  at  all  times  to  obey  the  calls  oif  the  pik> 
lie.  I  do  not  expect  to  hear  any  of  these,  unleu  the  tCMtsf 
our  affairs  should  change  for  the  worse;  and  lesCt  hf 
unforeseen  accident  that  should  happen,  1  choose  S9  I 
myself  in  a  situation  again  to  ccmtribute  my  aid. 
prevents  a  total  resignation. 

Truly,  my  dear  NIeade,  I  often  regret  that  fortune  Ims 
our  residenci'  at  such  a  distance  from  each  other.  It  w 
Ih'  a  serious  addirirm  to  my  happiness  if  we  lived  nhtH  I 
cnuM  see  you  everv  day;  hut  fate  has  determined  it 
wise.  I  am  a  little  hurried,  and  can  only  repeat*  h 
tion.  that  you  will  pres(*nt  me  most  affectionately  SO  Ills. 
Meade,  and  beliexe  me  to  t>e,  with  the  warmest  and 
unalterable  friendship,     .     .     . 

It  must  almost  appear  as  if  Hamilton  was  either 
of  Talleyrand's  true  character,  or  cultivated  him 
his  inanv  agreeable  qualities,  fur  it  canncn  be  denied 
dc-spirr  his  ahsiilutely  unpardonable  imnKiraIities«  he 
(  xtrjiTilinarv  fascination. *  Then  again,  there  was  a 
t*\  all  that  was  humorous  in  all  he  did,  whether  in 
rbi-  Inst  of  dull-witted  and  pfimpfuis  o*mmissioners«  or 
b«MKiwinking  his  less  astute  felhiw  conspirators.  No  one 
\%ho  has  read  his  memoirs  can  help  secretly  admiring  a  crr- 

■!>''   ••■a  It   •>>■•;!■!  ♦•>•■•».!!   "rmx"    •    -  r\»»x.r*\ir.AT^    "nrrrwiir*  r4  1 
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lain  intense  mrnnl  fore*  and  cleverness,  as  well  as  a  faculty 
furefcaping  from  danger;  hiii  it  must  be  confessed  that  it  is 
often  the  same  amusement  and  admiration  that  one  frcU 
after  reading  the  story  of  Jonathan  Wild,  or  those  of  the 
other  heroes  of  the  Newgate  Calendar.  Talleyrand  came  to 
America  in  1794,  after  making  himself  so  disagreeable  in 
England  that  he  was  obliged  to  shift  the  scene  of  his  activity 
to  the  United  Sraies,  in  which  country  the  influence  of  the 
French  Republic  and  the  effrontery  of  Citizen  Genet  were 
being  felt;  (hanks  to  the  temporary  co-operation  of  Thomas 
Jefferson ;  after  a  brief  stay  he  returned  to  make  fresh  mischief 
with  a  new  party  in  France. 

Hu  stay  in  Philadelphia  was  characterized  by  conduct 
to  scandalous  as  to  shock  Ponigibaud  '  and  bis  other  coui>- 
trytnen.  for  his  open  immoralities  and  behavior  with  a 
woman  of  color  (probably  Madame  (irand)  led  to  much 
pmnp.  Nevenheless  be  t(x>k  great  interest  in  all  public 
afftin  of  the  new  country,  and  was  busy  as  well  in  scientific 
work,  and  by  his  eloquence  and  charm  made  many  friends 
wlko  were  disposed  to  overt(x>k  his  foibles.  Hamilton,  who 
always  respected  brains,  became,  in  a  way.  attached  to  him. 
TaDeyrand  was  an  agreeable  Lucifer,  and  it  wa%  he  who  said 
that  ftoor»e  who  had  m«  lived  before  17X1)  in  France  had  any 
idea  of  the  "charm  of  life."  He  had  known  all  the  delightful 
|Trat  men  and  women  of  France  and  I-  ngland  in  hit  day,  and. 
tiicrefore,  was  cenainly  a  competent  critic.  Me  liked  the 
rating Btateiman and  ^ixAoihlm" Jfi^'ntdtreS afnAtnn.FQxft 
Hamtltort  et>mmr  In  tr^it  plui  granJt  hommt'  Jr  notrf  tpa^uf, 
Hn/rJtvmimtpr»n'/n{fTr'ilTrlfilr'iit,frJonnfTiiit  lanihriitfT 
la  prtwutre  flacr  i  Hamillon.     H  avail  Jevinf  rEunpe."  * 
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Angelica  Church  to  Eltxabeth  Hamilton 

I  recommend  to  your  most  panicular  care  and  anenboSt 
my  dear  and  kind  Klisa,  my  friends.  Messieurs  dc  TaUjrrud 
and  de  Beaumet/;  make  our  countr)'  agreeable  to  chrm  ai 
far  as  it  is  in  your  power  (and  your  influence  is  very  eif 
tensive).  Consfilc  them  by  your  hospitality  and  the  imigt 
of  your  drinu'stic  happiness  and  virtues,  for  all  that  they  ha«c 
suHVred  in  the  cause  (»f  nuxierati*  Liberty;  and  you  will  be 
^ratihi-d.  my  dear  Lli/a,  by  rendering  them  ier\iccs  whcfl 
by  so  doing  you  are  also  prompting  the  requests  %A  yooi  own 
Angelii-a. 

I  ha\e  f«ir  these  persons  the  most  sincere  friendship.  To 
your  care,  dear  Kli/a  1  commit  these  interesting  strangefv 
thev  are  a  lt>.in  I  make  vou,  till  I  return  to  America,  noc  0 
reclaim  my  friends  enrirelv,  but  to  share  their  society  wilii 
vou  and  dear  Alexander,  the  amiable. 

m  _ 

S[H'ak  of  these  gentlemen  as  members  of  the  Coffisdcuent 
.Assembly,  as  friends  of  La  Fayette,  and  of  good  pncmmcm, 
anil  who  left  their  countr)*  when  anarchy  and  cruelty  pre- 
\  ailed. 

If  I  ha\e  any  influence  with  Americans  who  have  been  in 
Ln^land.let  then)  shew  the  sense  they  entertain  of  it«  by  rr- 
leixini:  well  niv  friends,  wh<ie\er  culti\ates  their  intimacy 
will  thank  me  for  giving  them  such  valuable  acquaintances^ 

A  few  weeks  later  she  wrote  to  Mrs.  Hamilton: 
A*:gtli.a  llhuT.h  fv  hltznhcth  Hamilt^jn 

Monsieur  dr  Tallvrand  In-inc  detained,  mv  dear  KKxa.  a 
week  IdM^er  than  he  e\|M*itrd  has  given  me  time  to  fintsll 
\tiiir  hanilkerihief  whiih  nia\  Ih-  witrn  either  on  the  head  or 
niA  k.  the  oth<  r  twn  I  U  ^  \iiu  will  send  to  Pegg>'  and  Comeba.* 
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It  U  in  aee  tincc  I  have  heard  rmm  you,  pray  write  me 
news  and  tell  me  if  I  may  hope  ftir  f>eace.  Mr.  jcfFcrson 
b  u»d  to  be  on  his  voyage  to  France.  You  will  sec  by  my 
U«  letter  in  how  particular  a  manner  1  have  requested  your 
arteniion  for  my  friend.  1  am  sorry  that  you  cannot  speak 
Frcf>ch,  or  Mr.  Talleyrand  English,  that  you  might  con- 
vme  with  him,  as  he  is  extremely  agreeable,  and  very  much 
unproves  on  acquaintance;  he  is  of  one  of  the  most  ancient 
fainiliet  in  France  and  has  been  a  Hishop  and  posM*sses  a 
Uf|^  fortune  and  now  obliged  by  the  order  of  this  court  to 
leave  EneUnd.  I  wish  that  ibey  would  oblige  me  to  go  to 
America  for  the  time  is  not  yet  fixed.  Adieu  my  dear  sister, 
Very  affectionately  yours, 

A.  Cllt'RCH. 

Did  Mrs.  Bacbe'  send  you  a   hat  with  purple  ribband 
and  a  cap.     I  wish  to  know  as  she  has  not  written  mc  a  line. 

jlng*iiea  Church  to  EUtaheth  Hamillon 

Lovimx,  Jalj  jr\  (794- 

I  hare  a  letter  my  dear  Eliza  from  my  wonhy  friend  M. 
dc  Talleyrand  who  expresses  to  me  his  gratitude  for  an  in- 
tnMluction  to  )-ou  ana  my  Amtahlf,  by  my  Amiable  you 
know  that  I  mean  your  Husband,  for  I  love  hJm  Nery  much 
aad  tf  you  were  as  generous  as  tbr  old  Romans,  \ou  would 
lend  him  to  me  for  a  lirile  while,  but  do  not  b<'  jealous,  my 
4rar  Elixa.  since  I  am  more  solidtous  to  promote  his  laud- 
*  't  ambition,  than  any  person  in  the  world,  and  there  is  nf> 
't  of  true  glor)'  which  I  do  not  doitc  he  may  attain; 
I  always  that  he  pleases  to  give  mc  a  little  chit-chat, 
wdmci  to  say.  I  wish  our  dear  Angclita  was  here, 
TaKjmod  and  Bcaumetz  write  in  raptures  to  all  ihrir  friends 
■f  jFfwr  kindness,  and  Colonel  llamillon's  abilirirs  and 
naoBcn,  and  1  receive  innumerable  compliments  on  his  and 
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Ah!   Bess!  you  were  a  lucky  girl  to  get  so  clever  and  w> 

grxid  a  companion. 

Mr.  |ay'  has  been  perfectly  well  received  at  Court  and 
by  the  Nlinistcrs,  as  yet  no  material  business  is  done.  The 
people  are  anxious  for  a  peace  with  America,  and  the  allied 
armies  arc  biat  out  of  FlandiTs  and  on  the  Rhine.  Thete 
circumstances  may  determine  the  .Minister  to  be  just  and 
wise.  Mr.  |av  dined  with  Mr.  Fox'  at  our  house  a  few  da\i 
after  his  arri\al. 

Mr.  Morris'  is  buildinp  a  palace,  do  you  think  Monsieur 
ri'.nt'.int'  wouKl  send  me  a  tlrawing  of  it  .'  Merely  frcMn  cu* 
linsity,  for  one  \%ishes  to  si-c-  the  plan  of  a  house  which  it  u 
said,  will  cost,  whin  furnishid  ;! 40,000  Sterling. 

This  house  was  built  by  KnlH-rt  Mr^rris,  in  Philadelphia, 
aftrr  he  had  resigned  his  otfici-  and  lu'^^un  his  land  specub- 
ti(»ns.  It  was  an  enormous  palace  designed  by  Ma)or 
I'Knf.int.  and  was  afterward  Lnown  as  "Morris's  FolK 
At  the  time  it  was  be^un  .Morris  was  regarded  as  the  richest 
man  in  the  I'nitetl  .States,  but  through  reckless  plunging  and 
s|>«-i-ulatiMn.  \*tsx  all  his  munev  antl  was  arrested  and  coo- 
tined  in  tlir  ilf-|>r(»r's  prison  tor  se\rral  vears.  Through  the 
;:r.iniliMSf  .ind  iinpr.i^  rit  .il  plan  ot  I'l-.ntant  and  the  under- 
esrirnariMn  n\  rlit-  wisr,  Morris  lould  nor  meet  the  demands 
u|x>ri  him.  Ills  Si  hemes  were  almost  like  those  of  an  in- 
sane man,  aiul  he  ne\er  oi-^upied  the  ^i^antic  building  whKh 
u.is  (reared  in  a  sipian-  bountled  by  Walnut  and  C^hrsrnut. 
S»\«rirji  .iTii!  I  i^'brh  .'^tn  ets,  f'.r  it  was  n«»t  tinishrd.  It  it 
v.ii  i  tf-.iT  hv  «\fn  ii!i|>«irt«  il  ^hipl".i»ls  ot  ci»stlv  furniture, 
\f    -f  I  !«::n;^in::  tw^-  tfi'ius.intl  L'Minf.is*  wnrth  ot  mirrors. 

Ml.  ]\  l:.<>  Ih  rn  v.ii.l  .ibiiiir  1  lannlti  in's  relations  with  W 
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inf[«Mi,  ind  th«  abwnn  of  any  drcp  fncndship  between  the 
vmt,  and  Oiivrr  has  gone  so  far  an  lu  ubftenc  thai  in  not  one 
of  the  former'i  writings  is  there  any  eulogy  or  even  marked 
pntae  of  his  great  commander. 

Suimier  ttukes  ihii  »amc  aucrrion,  and  brief  excerpts  of 
I  arc  reproduced,  the  impression  being  that  there  was  a 
»*  aixl  culdnest,  not  to  say  a  formality  in  his  corre- 
lencc  with  the  former  which  indicated  a  lack  of  at- 
achfucnt,  and  no  very  great  admiration. 

These  accusations  !  am  sure  are  unjust,  for  in  the  letter 
SD  Mn.  Wathington  written  after  the  death  of  the  first  Preii* 
dent,  there  is  much  that  is  genuine,  and  in  his  letters  to 
Washington  during  his  hfetime  he  nearly  always  signed  him- 
wrlfYoun  affectionately,"  in  ibiwc  that  were  personal.  A 
grvat  deal  has  been  made  of  (he  circumstances  attending 
Hamilton's  resignation  as  a  member  of  Washington's  mili- 
taiy  family,  and  it  must  be  conceded  that  the  letters  he  wrote 
■>  hts  father-in-law,  (Vneral  Schuyler,  and  McHenry  are  not 
awly  in  bad  taste,  hut  he  makes  u»e  of  ccnain  expressions 
■hicii  votce  his  short-lived  anger;  this,  however,  must  he  set 
Jdw*  id  hi*  extreme  youth,  and  some  of  it  to  the  fact  (hat  he 
had  been  more  or  less  flatirrrd  and  his  head,  for  the  time. 
Like  many  other  men,  his  xub>equent  ainduri 
t  look  as  if  he  had  been  ashamed  of  himself,  fur 
I  at  once  into  more  active  military  service,  and  per- 

*SialM«Mll<H«afr  b**Dl««ltli||rimM)m.  Iln  wnumlM  •Mt^Hr  sw  th« 
m^Atdmiwtttt^ad  tim  Wukinfioa  hnmatf  be  ti.-ifml  lo  tfink  la  Ltbrrtic 
^m  *■  Mk^  Md  bfM  hta  <y*f  -miiin« 

'  I  kMa;  Dnt  Mac.  tnmi  ol  yaut  Intm     I  ttull  *>«>  han-  limr  raoufh  t>i 

Tte  OiHt  ■■«  H»4  1  Imi«  coav  U>  ui  i>|*n  rupcurr.     ph.(UMh  </  amimoda- 
•a  kiW  taw  aadt  em  hfa  pan.  hot  trtmlnl       I  ^Jnlxr  mi  la»>r  Ui  rm  «kal  hr 
Ha  tkali  ior  oorr  tl  tnif  rrpmi  tt»  ilrhurHir       Wakmii  • 
(  BToumW— hr  clvufp^  n.r  In  ihr  inM  U- 

■  ol  ll,  kri  timtm  jau  han  tlnMchi  U  aaamrj  lo  iHI  air. 
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formed  an  act  of  loyal  devotion  which  he  knew  would  be 
approved  by  his  old  commandrr  when  he  made  a  briUunt 
assault  upon  the  enemy's  works  at  Yorktown.  Before  doing 
this  he  wrote  to  Washington  as  follows  in  1781 :  *'Ic  has  be^ 
come  necessary  t«»  me  to  apply  to  your  Fixceilency  to  know 
in  what  manner  you  forsee  you  will  be  able  to  employ  me  ia 
the  ensuing  campaign.  I  am  ready  to  enter  into  activitT 
whenevcT  you  think  pro|HT." 

All  of  his  suhse(|ui'nt  relations  with  Washinfrton  were 
intimate  and  affectionate,  and  their  private  letters  to  rack 
other  show  that  thev  must  have  In^en  so  much  in  accord  as  v 
exclude  any  real  CfMilness  of  feeling.  Forgiving  and  gen- 
erous as  Washington  always  was,  he  probably  felt  little  or  no 
resentment  toward  liamiltr>n  for  his  hasty  action  in  panmg 
from  him  in  a  manner  more  Ix'titting  a  spoiled  boy  than  a 
gallant  ami  useful  Mildier,  and  he  ever  afterward  relied  upon 
his  former  aid,  even  to  the  extent  of  getting  his  assistance  in 
the  preparation  of  his  Farewell  Address. 

It  would  hardly  seem  from  the  following  that  any  of 
liamilt(»n\  early  resc*ntment,  and  want  of  appreciatioQ  of 
Washington's  kindness  had  survived. 


*-'  wr  ;a''"     I  wa.:  l.'.'.  rv  rr  h»-':-  arTi\r».  a!  j-rr^rr.!  ihrrr  n  tir»»ir»  wytf  atN 

W*-  ha%r  .  *•*-•:  •;-  ir-.  frrr v.  ,.  .f  ,^^*{.^rr.t%  !■•  ra«  h  iichrr.     Kicrf4  to  A  wtty  Iw 
f-.'-   *s      :•'.'?•■:■:    r  v, ...  **  ^  ^ .  rr:    !*.■  •rf..rr  Ic  \i>nl. 

\  •.•-.■■.•■.•■.  !      Ma\  "ir  :;••  r  -  ■  vir  »j:f ".  i  hAra4.tcr%  maj  be  Komi 

!r  ,•■     ,•■• 

A.  a- 
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JIfxanJfr  Hamilton  to  H'aihmgton 

N»w  VotK.  Amf^U  j*.  17*7.' 

Mt  dear  Sir:  The  rccript  rwo  days  since  of  your  Icrter 
of  the  2lflf  instant  nve  me  sincere  pleasure.  The  token  of 
your  rrgan)  which  it  announces  is  very  precious  to  me,  and 
will  always  be  rrmcmbcrrd  as  it  ought  la  be. 

Mrs.  Hamilton  has  lately  added  another  boy  to  our 
stock;  she  and  the  child  are  both  well.  She  desires  to  be 
affectionately  remembered  to  Mrs.  Washington  and  yourself. 

We  have  nothing  new  here  more  than  our  papers  containt 
but  ate  anxiously  looking  forward  to  a  further  development 
of  the  negotiations  in  Kurope,  with  an  ardent  desire  for 
general  accommodation.  It  is  at  the  same  time  agreeable 
ID  obfler%'c  that  the  public  mind  \s  adopting  more  and  ntore 
•mtiRicnts  truly  American,  and  frrc  frnm  foreign  tincture. 

I  beg  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Wa^^hington. 

James  McHenr^',  Secretar)'  of  War  during  .Adams's  ad- 
■namMrarion,  was  one  of  Hamilton's  mttst  losing  friends. 
During  the  early  operations  of  ihc  army  he  saw  a  great  deal 
of  the  bner,  and  there  was  much  (hat  was  jiKiilar  and  bree/y 
in  their  convTnation  and  correspondence.  In  after  years 
ifcai  relation  was  more  staid,  but  just  as  alfectionalr.  In 
■795.  after  Hamilton's  retirrmrnt,  McHcnrj-  wrote,  "'I"houg;h 
not  writinf;  I  hase  not  erased  tn  lose  you,  nor  for  a  moment 
lirit  any  abatement  of  my  friendship."  '  At  an  rarlirr  {>eriod, 
wWn  Hamilum  was  but  twenty-six,  Millenrv  wrote,  that 
if  be  were  ten  yr»n  older  and  iwrnr^-  thousand  pounds 
richer,  be  (Hamilton)  might  have  the  highest  office  in  the 
gpA  of  Congress,  artd  added: 

men    think    you    sometimes    intemperate,    but 
^naoraVf.  .  .  .  Bold   designs,   nteasures   calculated 
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for  their  rapid  execution — a  wisdom  that  would  convinct 
from  its  own  weight,  a  project  that  would  surprise  the  people 
into  greater  happiness,  without  (giving  them  an  oppormnitr 
to  view  it  and  rtject  it-  are  not  adapted  to  a  amncil  rom- 
|>osed  of  discordant  materials  or  to  a  |)eople  which  ha%v 
I  {  heads,  each  ot'  which  pays  su|M:rstitiou!k  aduraciuns  to  in- 
iVrior  divinities. 

I'lMin  the  occasion  of  a  slight  diflVrencc  regarding  the  ap- 
|xiintmenr  of  a  canthdate  recommended  by  McHenr}\  ihr 
latter  \%aited  unrd  Hamilton's  retirement  from  ofRcr  and 
wrote : 

^'i»u  set-  how  well  I  havi-  persevt-red  in  this  determinabofu 
ami  that  if  is  cmlv  nnw,  when  I  can  ha\e  nothing  tu  expect. 
and  nnthin^  to  t;i\e,  that  I  ncall  \ou  to  the  remembrancr  ol' 
our  early  iininn  am!  Iriemlship.  It  is  during  thii  penod. 
iTiv  ilcar  llarnilrMn.  that  \mii  will  timl  unec]ui\tK:al  instancn 
iA  the  diNinrtTesfrd  triendNhip  I  teel  for  you  and  whicii 
ou^ht  rn  inimiKc-  \(iu,  h<»w  will  I  am  entitled  to  a  full  return 
fif  \imrN.  The  temptsf  wrathered  and  landed  on  the  same 
shi>ri,  I  in.iv  M<iw  vi>nL:ratulare  vou  ii|xm  ha\ing  escabliUied 
a  N\  sft  rn  nt  «riiiir  aiul  ha\in^  mtulucted  the  affairs  of  our 
iMiinrrv  iip«'n  pririiiplis  anil  nasdriin^,  which  c»ught  to  ii>- 
siirr  mn  iTTunortalir; .  .is  it  uruiMuhtedh  vmII  your  fatne.  Fe« 
piiiilic  nun  ha\e  Iff  t  n  mi  eminentlv  fitrtunate,  as  voluD- 
T.iril\  Cm  If-.ive  \M  hii:li  .1  srarion  with  such  a  character  and  to 
will  a^Niitf  il  a  repiitarii>n  and  still  Icwrr  ha\e  m»  well  descried 
chr  i:rarinjilr  ot  rhiir  loiinrrv  and  the  euln^iums  of  hisfDcr 
I.rt  tfiis  ioTiNiilc  \i.u  )«ir  pjNf  t'^iU  and  pains,  and  reconcik 
\'ii  \"  htirii!)|f-  pltasiin  s  an«!  a  private  lite.  What  reiliailH 
t>r  \'i:i.  h.iMP^  ensured  tanir ,  luit  to  ensure  felicitv.  Looi 
t>r  If  in  rlir  rn-idirati-  pursuit  <>t  \i>ur  protessiun,  cir  if  pubbc 
!iN  •^nll  tLifTf  rN.  in  that  cffM-  riM-r  ii*n^rrual  to  it  and  whkk 
\m!I  n'>r  'Airddraw  \iiu  trnm  r}i<>s(  lirf-rar\  ohiects  that  it^ 
*\\ti\r  n<i  *.  i'lUnr  wasfi  nt  spmrN  .ind  tliMsi-  little  plans  that  m- 
\  •  •<-.  t  J*  !!*'•:  I  \f  r  rvf  .iT],]  A  •  :  h  •,  I  III  i  an  tlrup  «>r  indulge  ib 
wirhour  iiiiurv  l<>  'fi:t  1.1:!::!-..      I  Imm    hiiilt  houses.      I  hast 
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cultivated  fields.  I  have  planned  gardens.  I  have  planted 
tree*.  I  have  wrinen  Utile  essays.  I  have  made  poetry 
oocc  I  year  to  please  my  wife,  at  times  got  children  atyA,  at  alt 
tiincs,  thought  myscir  happy.  Why  cannot  you  do  the  same  i 
for  after  all,  if  a  man  it  only  to  acquire  fame  or  distinction  by 
cootinucd  privations  and  abuse,  I  would  incline  to  prefer  a 
life  of  privacy  and  little  pleasures. 

Before  the  war  McHenry  studied  medicine  under  Dr. 
Benjamin  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  and  entered  the  army  ait  a 
nirgron,  but  it  was  not  long  before  he  gave  up  his  calling  and 
became  an  aide  to  General  Washington.  He  certainly  took 
an  unusual  interest  in  the  health  of  his  friend  Hamilton,  and 
pfcwribed  for  him.  According  to  hix  biographer,  this  was 
about  the  last  professional  duty  thai  he  performed,  and  fot- 
kuwed  (hortly  after  his  transfer,  as  he  had  been  made 
prttoner  by  the  British.  5iome  of  the  advice  given  by  the 
Re%o]uttonary  doctor  would  not  he  out  of  place  ti>-day,  and 
the  directions  regarding  his  friend's  very  unromantic  di*- 
order  are  the  following : 

In  onler  to  get  rid  of  some  nf  vour  present  accumulations, 
yoawill  be  pleased  mtakc  the  pills  agrrt-ahle  10  the  diieciions; 
and  lo  prevent  future  accumulation%  observe  the  folloW' 
M(  table  of  diet.  This  will  ha^e  a  tcntlrncy  also  to  cortra 
yntr  wit.  I  would  advise  for  your  brrakfj^t  two  cups  of  tea 
I  with  brown  sugar  and  rotorrd  with  ab<iut  a  tea- 
i  of  inilk.  I  prcftr  btoiAn  sugar  to  loaf  because  it  is 
t  laaadve.  And  I  forbid  ihr  free  u%r  (tfmilk  until  your 
">  rcco^TTB  its  natural  powers.  At  prrwnt  you  would 
Cstl  In*  ufMaainess  in  digesring  a  round  of  beef  than  a  pint 
cfmOk. 

Yoo  will  not  drink  your  tea  just  as  it  comes  our  of  the 
pot;  let  it  ha^e  lime  to  cnol  I  he  aMiinguency  of  ihe  lea 
m  norc  than  counter  balanced  by  the  rclaiung  quality  of  hot 


266  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON 

For  your  dinner  lee  me  recommend  about  six  ouncn  of 
beef  or  mutton,  either  boiled  or  roasted,  with  eight  or  ten 
ounces  of  bread.  Cut  the  meat  from  the  tenderrsi  part 
with  little  or  no  fat.  Use  the  natural  juice,  but  no  rancid 
oily  gravy  whatsfxrver.  For  some  time  I  would  prefer  tlie 
iH'cf,  because  it  contains  more  of  a  natural  animal  stimuitu 
than  mutton.  Once  c»r  twice  a  week,  you  may  indulge  in  a 
thin  slice  of  ham.     ^'our  In-sr  condiment  will  be  salt. 

^'ou  must  not  cat  as  many  \cgitables  as  you  please — a 
load  of  vcgitablfs  is  as  hurtful  as  a  load  of  any  other  food. 
Besides  the  absurdity  of  crowding  in  a  heap  of  discordant 
\egirables  with  a  large  quantity  of  meat  is  too  much  of  itself 
for  the  digesti\e  powers,  ^'ou  may  eat  a  few  potatoes  evttj 
day.  Water  is  the  most  ginerai  solvent  the  kindliest  and 
the  Inst  assistance  in  the  pr^Kess  of  digestion.  I  would 
therefore  ad\ise  it  for  your  table  drink.  Ulien  )tMi  indulgr 
in  wine  let  it  Ih*  sparingly.  .Ne\er  go  beyond  three  glasses — 
but  bv  no  means  every  day. 

I  strictly  forbid  all  eatables  which  I  do  not  mention,  prin- 
cipally In-cause  a  formula  of  diet  for  your  case  should  be 
simple  and  short.  Should  this  table  be  strictly  obserined« 
it  \%ill  sfNin  Inrcome  of  little  use.  because  you  will  have  r^ 
cn\ereil  that  degree  of  health  which  is  compatable  with  the 
nature  of  \iiiir  constitution,  ^'fiu  will  then  be  )tMir  own 
cniiiuellor  in  diet  for  the  man  nho  has  had  ten  ^Tars  expe- 
riirue  in  eating  and  its  conseijuences  is  a  foc>j  if  be  does  Dot 
kn(»\\  li(»w  to  ch«M»se  his  dishes  l>etter  than  his  Doctor. 

Hut  in  case  you  should  fall  into  a  debauch — you  must 
next  day  have  recruirse  tr>  the  pills.  I  hope  however  that  rou 
ywW  not  ha\e  recourse  tf»  them  often.  'I  he  great  Paraceisos 
trusttd  to  his  pills  to  deNtroy  the  effects  of  intemperance — 
but  he  died  if  I  ff»ri;et  not  alxiut  the  age  of  30  notwithstanding 
bis  pills.  Lewis  C'ornare  the  Italian  was  wiser — he  trusKd 
to  an  egg,  and  I  think  li\ed  to  aUiut  ninet}'. 

Hamilton's  accounts  show  that  he  lived  well,  and  that 
his  bilU  t'«>r  uine  during  the  time  he  stayed  in  New  York 
rejt.hed  giMidly  pro|x>rtions,  but  he  probably  did 
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oeed  hit  fricful's  prescription,  for  his  lire  appears  to  have  been 
wcU-regulatcd  and  comparatively  abstemious.  It  would  be 
gndfying  10  know  whether  he  would  have  lived  10  a  ripe  old 
mge  had  his  life  not  been  snuffed  out  by  the  bullet  of  Burr. 
Hit  children  were  all  examples  of  longevit)-.  for  several  were 
o»«r  eighty  when  they  succumbed  to  ordinary  senile  con- 
ditioos,  and  two  were  more  than  ninety.  I'his  vitality, 
bowtvci,  might  have  been  influenced  by  their  mother,  who 
wu  ninny-seven  when  she  died. 

1  have  alluded  10  other  friends,  many  of  whom  wTre  iden- 
tified with  his  later  life.  'I  hrse  included  his  own  medical 
advi»cr«.  Doctors  Samuel  Hard  and  David  llosack,  the 
(oemet  of  whom  brought  se%cral  of  his  children,  including  the 
first  Philip,  into  the  woHd.  and  who  continued  to  take  care 
of  Hamilton  until  the  end  of  his  life.  He  was  the  son  of 
Dr.  John  Bard,  who  had  been  associated  with  Dr.  Peter 
Middleton,  who,  in  1750,  made  the  hist  dissection  recorded 
in  this  countr)-.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the  I'niversity  of 
Edinburgh,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
America  in  1765.  Dr.  Hosack  vtas  present  at  the  duel  with 
Barr,  and  he  and  Dr.  Post  were  with  Hamilton  when  he 
died. 

Among  other  intimates  were  Gouvemeur  Morris,  Rufus 
King,  Nicholas  Fish,  Egben  Benson,  John  l.auranre, 
Brockholst  Livingston,  Richard  Peters,  Kol>ert  Troup.  \\'il- 
bam  Duer,  Richard  Varick,  Oliver  Wi'lcott,  William  .Scton, 
Qufir«  Wilkes.  Matthew  OatkMin.  Richard  Harrison,  t.lias 
Boodinot,  Thomas  Cooper,  Caleb  (libbs,  William  Bayard. 
Tunochy  Pickering,  and  James  Kent. 

Soott  of  these  men  were  associated  with  him  in  the  army, 
[  the  years  he  was  in  Congress  and  in  the  Treasury. 
I  were  constantly  engaged  at  the  sarttc  time  in 
So  dotely  were  his  professional  and  public  life 
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oinnciti-cl.  that  \\v  (ind  his  corrcspondrncr  filled  with  all 
iiuniuT  (»r  suhjcits,  and  it  is  common  for  lettrr«  tu  open 
\%i(h  an  appeal  to  him  for  Icf^a!  aid«  and  to  end  with  some 
refiTtniT  tn  |H)lirii*s. 

( lotiMTiic  iir  Morris,  it  is  quite  evident,  always  enfcrtainrd 
a  crudue  against  tiamilron  for  his  summing  up  and  rrton 
in  the  I.e  ( lucn  case/  tor  Mftrris  apfxars  to  ha\e  hern  \tr%' 
\ulnerahle  ti>  sariasm,  as  he  was  a  conceited,  though  grrac. 
man.  Hi-.  h(»\M\(r.  ni.initistrd  much  kindness  of  heart 
when  allowed  t(»  manage  other  |H-ople*s  affairs,  and  was 
inrfectlv  .iini.ihle  and  often  went  to  ^reat  lengths  to  help 
otlurs.  He  w.is  alxtut  h\e  years  Hamilton'^  senior, 
hi  (Used  to  pr:iicis<-  law,  anil  had  much  to  do  with  the 
liuit  of  rlie  hii.iruial  aHairs  of  the  country,  and  the  prepa* 
f.iti«'ri  anti  trarninL:  ot  the  (Constitution. 

Kutu'*  Kjiil'.  ^^hfi  W.IS  the  hist  [HrM»n  in  the  I'nited  States 
to  ^Mp'ii^Iv  atUoi.ite  the  al">htion  o|  sla\er\',  proposed,  in 
i~S^,  .in  Ail  «»t  i'onijress  f(r»r  that  purfxjse.  Negro  slaverr, 
h(>wi\rr.  "^(ciTis  to  ha\e  In-en  (juire  i^c  neral,  and  it  was  noc 
until  17.,  tli.ir  rlu  fr  was  N[>eii.il  l«  L:is|ation  in  New  ^'ork, 
whi>  li  :i  .!•!>  .ill  I  liiMrt  n  tr<  e  tli.ic  wi  n  Ixtrn  in  that  State  after 
I'ih  <<t  riMf  \t  .ir.  r)iiMiL:li  tlit  \  \\(  u  i>»  re  main  nith  the  owner, 
ilir  nil  n  nil  tin  \  win  r.M  nr\ -<  i^^ht  yar^  and  the  women 
r:!l  rlif  \  wi  rt  r\Mnr\-tiM  li  has  lictn  stated  that  Hamilton 
nt  M  r  cwni  •!  ;i  ni  nt**  ^I.im  .  liir  this  is  untrue.  We  find  that 
in  his  l"-k-  tin  ri  .if»  i  nrri«  ■-  sh«»wini:  that  he  purchased 
t}i»  r.)  f'-r  I'V' .1  !t  .irii!  t«»r  "tin  r*.  • 

ki;?i:     Kiri-  .if:  !  <  i«  rn  r.il  '^.hu\lir  wire  n  prrsrntati^es  cW 

\'  .^  V  :'p.  i:\  'I  •  i'..i':-  ri.i!  "«ii.iti  in  i^'^  4  I  nder  the  nrm 
1  ■  •!.  r:?  .':  r:  K::/  \»  .1  ^  .i;.-  \T::frii.in  Mmistef  to  (treat 
Iw;v.:t'..    !:    •••    17.*    I'l^.    .i!i  i    .ij.i:ri.  t"i»r    a    short   time,  in 

I     ■      ■  ■    .      I  •    ■  I 
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1825,  and  both  Schuyler  and  Hamilton  relied  upon  him  u 
an  aUc  and  powerful  Federalist. 

Egbert  Benson,  the  first  Attorney-General  for  the  State 
of  New  York,  wai  a  remarkably  dear-headed  lawyer.  He 
had  been  previously  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
and  later  was  one  of  the  three  commissioners  who  were  to  su- 
pemiit  the  emigration  of  Tories  from  New  York  10  Nova 
Scocia,  and  was  concerned  in  fixing  the  boundary  line  be* 
twcm  the  United  States  and  British  icrritor>-. 

He  was  looked  upon  as  an  important  f>erson.  and  with 
Hamilttui  settled  many  disputed  points  during  the  post- 
Revolutionary  period.  David  Howell'  wrote  from  Halifax, 
August  31,  1796,  to  Hamilton: 

SlK:  Col.  Barclay  and  myself  after  7  or  ^  days  canvassing 
have  agreed  upon  the  Hon.  Kgbcri  Benson  of  New  York  as 
jrd  Commiss. 

As  he  is  your  friend  as  well  as  ours,  let  mc  request  your 
tfdittence  with  him  m  acirpt  this  appointment.  We  shall 
nrver  agree  with  any  other  pers^m,  The  alternative  ts  not  very 
promising  nor  likely  to  prove  satisfactor)-  to  either  country. 

I  hope  vour  State  will  »u%prnd  their  claims  on  Mr.  Benstm 
only  for  a  few  weeks  this  fall — the  cause.  Col.  Barclay  and 
■i^idf  have  agreed  shall  be  tiicd  in  the  Citj-  of  N.  \uti. 

A»  you  delight  in  doing  public  services,  I  assure  myself 
of  jronr  attention  to  the  object  of  this  letter.  I  nerd  only 
adc  dac  when  I  parted  with  you,  I  Trijuestrd  vnu  to  rnn\ult 
Mr.  Benton  atid  to  write  me  nhrihrt  he  would  aiirpt  or 
■M.  and  that  from  your  silence  I  had  M>me  leason  to  hope 
W  woold  accept. 

With  great  esteem  and  in  haste, 
I  am  Your 

Very  obi.  Sert. 

Hon.  A.  Hamilion.  Davip  Howell. 
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The  Hcnr}'  Barclay  referred  to  in  Howell's  letter  gndiH 
atcd  at  King's  College,  and  studied  law  under  John  Jajr, 
and  was  a  s^m  of  the  Rector  of  Trinity  Church  before  die 
Revolution,  but  sided  with  the  British,  and  after  the  wir 
escaped,  with  his  family,  to  Nova  Scotia.  After  Jay's 
treaty,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Commissiotiers  in  behalf 
of  (ireat  Britain. 

ik-nson  was  in  the  Continental  Congress  from  1789- 
I7i;4,  and  in  the  new  Congress  from  1 789-1793.  and  from 
iSi  J  1X15.  He  was  judge  of  the  New  York  Supreme  Court. 
and  of  the  L'nited  States  Circuit  Court,  from  1794- 
iSoi. 

John  Laurance,  who  had  lH*en  an  aide  to  Washington. 
was  in  Congress  and  a  Stare  senator  as  well  for  many  years. 
lie  was  alsn  a  judge*  nf  the  rnited  States  District  Court  of 
New  ^'ork,  fri»in  17.J4  i7./>,  and  afterward  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  I'nitetl  States  from  l7</>  l»Soo. 

HrrH'LhnlsT  Livingston  had  In-en  on  (leneral  Schuyler*t 
staff,  after  Jay's  mission  to  the  Spanish  Court,  whither 
he  also  went,  heiame  a  prominent  lawyer  and  ultimately 
judge  of  the  Supnnu-  Court  of  New  ^'ork.  He,  too,  fre- 
<|uenrly  appeartil  with  ILimilton  in  I'ourt,  and  usually  on  the 
same  side,  lioth  he  antl  fonathan  Daytun  went  Co  school 
with  llamiltf>n  at  Kli/aht  rlitown. 

The  witty  Riihard  iVters,  after  a  Icmg  and  honorable 
ser\iie  in  the  armv.  antl  after  winning  distinction  as  an 
admiralrv  l.iwver.  he^ame  l'nited  States  District  Judge  of 
the  iVnns\l\ani.i  Ciairt  fmm  I7S(>  until  his  death.  He  was 
a  curi«»us,  inventi\e  genius,  anil  dahhied  to  some  extent  in 
chemistrv.  tie  ir  was  who  intrfnluced  g\'psum  for  apicul- 
tiiral  |fur|xi^eN,  and  the  writer  is  in  |>oss4'ssion  nf  a  letter  roo- 
tjinini;  his  ^tii^geNti«»n  fur  the  iTunufacture  of  india  ink  from 
|jriip-li|j^  L      His  intercour!»e  with  Hamilton  was 
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dmate,  and  a*  he  was  a  great  deal  of  a  farceur,  his  leners  are 
&llcd  with  e\-idence  of  thii  spirit. 

Pickering,  who  was  Serretary  of  State  from  1795-1800, 
look  an  activx  part  in  the  obstinate  fight  of  the  Federalists 
against  Burr,  and  c«pouwd  Hamilton's  mUc  in  his  difference 
with  Adams. 

Oliver  Wolcott  was  with  Hamilton  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  his  two  pathetic  letters  to  his  wife,  describing  the  events. 
arc  published  elsewhere.  He  took  an  aaive  pan  in  national 
affairs,  and  especially  in  those  of  Connecticut,  his  native 
Scale,  where  he  was  lieutenant-governor  for  ten  years. 
Hamilton  alwavs  turned  to  him  in  his  political  troubles,  and 
he  was  sympathetic,  and  rewurceful  in  his  advice. 

Robcn  Troup,  who  graduated  at  King's  College  at  about 
the  time  Hamilton  entered,  seems  to  have  been  the  fiJut 
Jtkateiof  the  latter,  and  many  were  the  actions  in  which  they 
were  associated.  Hamilton  usually  being  the  counsel.  There 
was  pcobably  tw  more  attached  friend  than  Troup,  and  he 
wai  alwa)'s  ready  to  champion  the  cause  of  [  lamilton,  who  was 
csacily  his  own  age.  Troup  was  made  a  judge  of  the  I'nlted 
States  Ctnruii  Court  of  New  ^'nrk.  and  had  much  to  dn  with 
ihe  land  afTairs  of  the  great  Pulirney  estate,  the  terntor)- 
which  was  purchased  from  Robert  Morris,  who  afterward 
had  reason  to  regret  the  talc. 

William  Duer  was  Assistant  Secretarv  of  the  Treason' 
under  Hamilton,  and  had  been  S^-tn-tar)-  of  ihc  Financial 
Board  uitder  Robert  Morris.  He.  i<>i\  had  bcrn  actively 
tmatge4  in  public  afTairs,  and  was  one  of  the  comminee  who 
jtafied  the  first  constitution  of  the  State  of  New  York.  He 
ManicJ  Lady  Kitr>-,  daughter  of  Lord  Stirling,  in  1 7^9.  when 
he  wu  an  army  oHiccr  at  Morri%town.  and  wa«  very  intimate 
waib  Hamilton  and  his  other  friends.  Duer,  like  many  others. 
bm  BOt  only  became  involved  in  unfortunate  speculations. 
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but  gambird  with  the  public  funds.  This  led  to  his  ruin  and 
incarceration  by  his  creditors.  From  all  accounts  he  a^ 
pears  always  to  have  been  a  lovable  man  and,  nocwith* 
standing  his  irregularities,  was  the  recipient  of  much  fym- 
pathy.  His  downfall  was  a  sad  one,  and  his  treatment  of 
iNntard,  a  young  broker  who  trusted  him  and  was  ruined 
thereby,  was  highly  discreditable  to  Duer.  After  his  failure 
he  was  immediately  sued  by  a  number  of  angry  people. 

When  he  attempted  to  make  restitution,  it  was  found  that 
his  bank  stcnk  could  not  Ik*  converted  into  cash,  and  his 
land  c<»u!d  ncit  l>e  disposed  of  bc*cause  of  the  panicky  nature 
of  the  times.  Hamilton  had  done  his  best  to  help  him.gct 
hnancial  assistance  fmm  Mr.  Willing,  the  banker  of  Phda- 
del|)hia,  but  the  latter  replied  that  he  could  do  nothing.  TVr 
crash  came,  and  in  his  distress  Duer  wrote  to  Hamilton: 

fV till  am  Dutr  /o  /tIrxnnJrr  Hamilton 

Ni  w  York.  IforcJb  iSih,  iTQt 

My  }nKK  Frifm):  I  find  by  a  letter  from  ColT  Wad»- 
worth  that  news  has  arrived  there  of  my  having  suspended 
payment.  I  he  fact  is  that  I  ha\e  In-en  oimi^elled  to  doit*  widi 
Kes|H'Ct  to  J  certain  Desi-ription  of  Nutrs,  which  were  issued 
bv  mv  agent*  durini;  my  absrnce  frf»m  thi*  City — the  Cif- 
ciimstances  are  tfMi  joni;  and  uni  painful  to  detail — :  You  siuU 
know  them  im  my  arri\.il  in  Phila.  for  which  Place  I  will 
irrr.iinlv  ^et  off  unmorrow — :  0»ri.  Wadsworth  writes  mr 
rh.ir  unless  I  arri\e  this  day — a  suit  will  Certainly  be  bfuugkc 
a::.iinNt  me. 

K'T  III  aM-ns  Sake!  Tse  for  once  your  Influence  to  defer 
this  rill  mv  arrival  —when  it  will  ni»t  Ikt  necessary — My  Pkiblic 
I  r.iTi««.i«  ti<ins  art-  ni>r  Mindni  with  my  pri\ate  affairs.  E%erir 
I  .irthini;  will  br  linTiirili.irc'l\  jiiounted  for.  Of  this  I 
pit  ili^r  tuv  H'Ti'ir  If  .1  suit  shniild  Ik*  brought  on  the  Pan 
ot  the  Publii.— ^unihr  my  present  distrest  Circumsunccs— 

'  j  .h:   I'.r.taf'l. 
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my  Ruin  it  complete.  I  despatch  this  by  Expreu — in  order 
dui  this  ftcp  may  not  be  taken  — if  it  is  1  am  sure  that 
thoae  who  pursue  this  Measure  will  in  a  short  time  lament 
the  Consequences. 

I  inn  your  affectionate  but  disiresi 

''"'"''  W   Du... 

Hamilton  devoted  himself  10  the  cause  of  his  old  comrade, 
and  wrote  to  one  of  the  creditors  the  following  tetter:' 

AltxanJer  Hamilton  to  

Dbar  Sir:  Poor  Duer  has  now  had  a  long  and  severe  con- 
finement such  as  would  be  adequate  punishment  for  no 
triflinc  crirrK.  1  am  well  aware  of  all  the  blame  to  which  he 
■a  iiable,  artd  do  i>ot  mean  to  be  his  apolopsi,  though  I  believe 
be  has  been  as  much  the  dupe  of  his  own  imagination  is 
ochers  have  been  the  victipis  of  his  projects.  But  what  then  ? 
He  is  1  man — he  is  a  man  with  whom  we  have  both  been  in 
habits  of  friendly  indmacy.  He  k  a  man  who,  with  a  gn-jt 
ileal  of  good  zeal,  in  critical  times,  rendered  valuable  servircs 
•D  the  CDunir)'.  He  is  a  husband  who  has  a  most  wonhv 
and  amiable  wife,  perishing  with  chagrin  at  his  situation,  - 
WMT  relative  atKl  mine.  He  i\  a  father,  who  has  a  numlx-t  of 
■■c  children,  destitute  of  the  means  of  education  and  sup- 
port, every  way  in  need  of  his  future  exertions.  The»e  an- 
Mitt  to  sympathy  which  I  shall  be  mistaken  if  you  do  nut 
IceL  You  arc  hii  creditor,  your  example  may  influcmx 
oAcrm.  He  wants  permission  through  a  letter  of  license, 
fRcly  ID  breathe  the  air  for  five  years. 

Ycwr  signature  to  the  inclosed  draft  of  one,  will  give  me 

■■di  pleasure. 

Your  ob't  Ser>'t,  ,     ,, 

A    Hamilton, 

It  was  at  the  house  of  William  Hayard  that  Hamilton  dird. 
Cm  ha  and  hi*  family  had  alwats  been  iniimatc  friends  of 
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the  formrr.  Rayard  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bajrard* 
Li- Roy  &  McKvirs,  and  had  long  been  a  client  of  Hamilioa. 
Charli's  Wilkes  was  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  New  Yorlu 
ffir  which  llamiltcm  acted  as  counsel,  and  after  the  death  of 
the  latter  Wilkes  was  one  of  those  who  made  provision  for  Iw 
family. 

m 

It  is  sf»mewhat  surprising  to  find  that  the  early  friendsliip 
that  existed  lutwixn  Hamilton  and  Kdward  Stevens  led  fo 
no  greater  intimacy  in  later  life.  Stevens  was  one  of  the  few 
frii-nils  who  iliil  not  particularly  distinguish  himself*  and 
alniut  whom  lirrle  is  ht-ard.  He  grew  up  to  be  a  woithjr 
doi  ror,  luit  was  a  ni-gati\t-  character,  and  his  sole  public  kt* 
\ici'  was  rcndiri'd  in  a  consulship  to  Hayti.  llie  letters  that 
passed  iHtwi-cn  the  two  were  of  the  most  formal  character* 
and  thi-re  is  no  display  of  extraordinary  interest  in  anjr  of 
them,  despite  the  [uomising  Inginn^ng. 

During  Hamilton's  attachment  tr)  Washington's  staflF  be 
was  thr(»wn  much  into  contact  with  Caleb  Gibbs»  who  was 
not  only  the  cc»mmander  of  the  Life  (luard  of  Washingum* 
but  in  a  way  was  mny,r  Jorrr,  of  the  ['resident's  household* 
whirr  he  remainid  in  c(»mmand  until  the  end  of  1 779.  In  this 
crjnnectitm  reference  may  be  made  to  the  troubles  of  the  latwr. 

C*hasti*llux.  in  s|H'jkini:  '>f  his  visit  to  Roston,  refers  tooot 
|ohn  Tracy,  who  had  strange  \icissitudes  of  fortune  in  the 
early  part  of  the  war.  At  the  end  of  1777  he  and  his  brother, 
who  held  letters  of  manpie,  had  lost  forty-one  ships  and 
were  about  to  uixe  up  l>usiness,  when  a  pri/e  entered  BoftiWl 
Harlxir  which  was  worth  about  i  {5,000  sterling.  VTfA 
this  windtail  their  fortunes  changed,  so  that  at  the  time  of 
the  visit  of  the  Krenibnun  fohn  I  racy  was  worth  jCi2O«O00l 
He  i:j\(  I  5.'»D  ti»  the  ."^tate  of  Massachusetts,  but  his  rev* 
tniKs  were  subst ipientlv  (^reatlv  diminished*  and  his 
amounted  tn  Ji*\ooo  a  vear     an  enormcius  sum. 


FRIENDS  ANT)  ENEMIES  275 

It  is  quilF  probable  that  the  tide  of  his  good  fortune  uld- 
matriy  changed,  for  the  following  Icncr  would  show  that  he 
Ion,  not  only  his  own  money,  but  thai  of  others,  among  them 
At  fundf  of  Gibbt  who  wmttr  to  Hamilton,  who  had  evi> 
dcady  befriended  him  and  given  him  legal  advice. 

BAiir.  Uaj  iMh,  iTQi- 

Mr  tirr  miEND:  I  have  been  honored  by  your  much  e*- 
Rcmed  favour  of  the  20th  ulto. 

With  the  most  pungent  grief  did  I  read  your  letter  Kspecl- 

Sl  Mr.  Tracy's  affairi^  it  is  too  much  far  mc  lo  relate.  Nay 
f  good  Hamilton  (excuse  the  freedom)  it  fairly  uniKrved 
mr,  and  what  ii  still  more  affecting  to  me  to  see  my  amiable 
wife  looking  over  the  letter  and  exclaiming  "is  it  possible,  is 
tt  possible  Air.  Gibbs  that  you  have  lost  that  hard  earned 
money  you  friendly  lent  that  wicked  man"— indeed  my 
frieno  it  wai  too  much  for  her  to  bear,  and  more  particularly 
so  ooondering  her  situation;  we  have  been  almost  ever  since  in 
a  stale  of  diipatr — for  I  have  all  along  held  up  to  her  the  Idea. 
ilut  there  was  hopes  of  recovering  my  property  more  espc- 
ciaUy  at  we  thought  it  was  in  your  hands — but  now  furever 
lost — not  only  s»j  but  go^  monry  whiih  I  torr'/urJ  '■/  irow  to 
bear  my  expenses  thrown  away  in  pursuit  of  what  he  owes 
mr,  and  God  only  ktK>ws  when  I  shall  he  able  to  pay  vou. 

Pray  for  God's  sake  my  friend  speak  to  the  President  fur 
tut, — the  Surveyorship  of  the  Port  of  Ilostnn  is  now  vacant, 
caanot  you  befriend  me— Ever>'  one  who  knows  (  &:  1  know 
you  do)  that  the  great  economy  used  in  the  Kxpenditures  of 
ihr  Ge«»erars  family  was  in  a  very  great  drgrec  owing  tn  me 
— Speak  peace  tn  me,  drop  but  oTie  drop  of  the  balm  ofCVim- 
fan  tc  Consolation.  If  I  am  worthy  of  another  line  from 
yHi  give  mc  it  as  a  Comfcirter. 

I  pnjr  God  to  preserve  you 

ic  believe  me  yours 

devotedly  C.  (iibbs. 

Something  has  been  said  of  Hamilton's  diflicultief.  and 
^  Bumer  in  which  he  contrived  to  bring  upon  his  nwn 
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head  the  wrath  of  many  persons  with  whom  he  was  oflkialjr 
thrown  into  contact.  Political  differences  were  evvn  bmc 
hitter  than  to-day,  and  as  has  been  shown  in  a  previous  do^ 
ter,  scurrilous  abuse  was  quite  as  pungent  and  incolerabk. 

Sumner'  says:  "One  of  his  most  remarkable  traits  coa* 
trahting  in  the  strongest  manner  with  his  contemporarin» 
was  his  fearlessness  of  responsibility.  If  he  went  upon  tittt 
principle*,  he  was  sure  to  bear  the  brunt  of  every  contest*  pr»> 
vokccl  by  his  enterprises;  and  as  he  was  always  in  tiK  ad- 
vance of  other  people,  he  was  sure  to  cxdte  their 
doubt  and  suspicion  by  his  enterprises." 

"Hamilton's  mcthfxls  were  calculated  to  raise  against  bii 
self  very  bitter  opposition.  He  forced  every  issue  in  its 
direct  form.  His  fearlessness,  openness,  and  direcnai 
turned  ri\als  into  enemies,  irritated  smaller  men,  and 
their  malicious  desire  to  pull  him  down.  At  the  Si 
by  the  mass  he  was  n(»t  underst(M)d,  and  in  them  be  inspifed 
a  va^ue  sense  of  alienation  and  distrust." 

Some  of  this  was  In-cause,  as  he  once  announced,  be  bcU 
popular  opinion  of  no  value  which  is  all  in  a  way  vetr 
true,  but,  as  has  been  said,  "  It  mav  have  no  value,  but  a 
statesman  must  notice  that  it  has  power." 

This  feeling  caused  him  many  a  bitter  moment,  and  upoa 
varifuis  (Kcasions  he  was  quick  to  recognize  the  dissatiifactioQ 
\%hii  h  attended  the  disintegration  of  his  oift-n  part)*,  and  the  se^ 
cessinn  nf  thnse  who  did  not  approve  of  his  vigorous  methods 
The  attacks  upon  him  were,  perhaps,  more  bitter  frocn  the 
time  he  rerireil  from  public  othce  until  his  death  than  at  any 
Kther,  and  the  \arious  projects  which  he  believed  coold  be 
successfullv  carried  out  were  assailed  on  all  sides. 

Mjdi«««m,  ^^hil  had  In-en  his  cttadjutur  in  the  ptrparaiii 

I  if  the  heJeral:  f,  he   lHlie\rd  to  have  turned  agaimt  ba 

'  '  \r   .1/  p.  !«&. 
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and  to  ctatrd  in  a  kttrr  to  Carrington  in  1792.  JefTenon 
wt»  alwayt  jealous  and  inimical,  and  Inst  no  chance  cither 
sccretljr  or  openly  lo  try  to  undermine  his  popular  rival, 
althcMigh  he  was  forced  to  admit  the  tatter's  grcamcss.  Hii 
oh^rction  to  the  funding  system  and  the  establishment  of  the 
hank  were  vet)'  decided  and  were  carried  out  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Freneau,  the  editor  of  a  newspaper  to  which  refer- 
Cfkcc  has  been  made. 

Hamilton  seems  to  have  been  in  a  constant  broil  with  many 
of  these  people,  and  it  is  a  wonder  bow  he  could  have  kept 
his  peace  of  mind  and  self-control,  smarting  as  he  did  under 
ihe  atsaulu,  not  only  of  Jefferson,  but  even  of  Thomas  Paine, 
whose  methods  were  ibtne  that  had,  in  iyc)},  found  so  much 
favor  with  the  violent  National  Convention.  So  bitter  was 
the  fight  bcti«-ecn  Hamilton  and  Jcff"erH)n,  and  so  far-reaching 
dtc  possibilities  of  public  demoralization,  that  Washington 
was  obliged  to  make  peace  betueen  the  two,  although  his 
qrmpathics  were  clearly  with  Mamilton.  It  would  seem  as 
if  there  was  no  limit  to  the  abuse  poured  out  by  Callendar,' 
Bache,'  and  hit  colleagues,  thev  being  egged  on  by  Jefferson. 
and  this  led  to  a  celebrated  liliel  suit  in  which  Hamihon  ap- 
peared (the  Crofwell  case),  and  was,  in  measure,  based  upon 
At  outrageous  abuse  of  Washington. 

General  Schuyler  wrote  from  Albany  .August  IQ,  1802,  ro 
Hamiltnn:  "If  Mr.  Jelferwin  has  really  encouragrd  that 
I  Callendar  to  vent  his  calumny  against  you  and  his 

I  «•*  taaUwd  Itodi  Omi  Brtiain  lut  wdUbnu  writ- 

i  ktiif*.  Uw  Aitman  Ammmal  Jtrptfr*.  aiu)  lh«  Kiih- 

a  «u  itw  aiMkot  ul  ihr  ">*»»(*■*  'if  Uv  I  niin)  Sum," 

J  et  N««  ^'i«h,"  ki  i;t/'      Hr  nJrntli  UMilni  WbUunciao, 

m  hmtln(  tamr  «iih  JrSmnn.  tiut  «*•  uliimMrly 

I  ntAj  ktUt  bp  had  >llai;kpd  bun 

nadiifMiB.) 
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predecessors  in  office,  the  head  of  the  former  must  be  aboo^ 
inaMy  \%icked  and  weak.  I  feel  for  the  repucaboo  of  mj 
0)untr>'  which  must  suffer,  when  its  citizens  can  be  broughl 
to  tli-vate  such  a  character  to  the  first  office  of  the  republic 
May  indulgent  hea\cn  a\ert  the  e\il  with  which  wt  are  threa^ 
cmd  from  such  a  ruler  and  the  miscreants  who  pikle  kn 
councils.  Adieu  Mv  Dear  Sir.  Mav  vou  enjo\-  health  and 
happiness  and  that  peace  of  mind  which  results  from  a  rec- 
titude f)f  conduct." 

)ohn  Adams,  on  one  occasion,  spoke  of  Hamilton  as  ''dv 
hastard  brat  of  a  Scutch  pedlar."  and  accused  him  of  any 
amount  of  \ile  things.  Callendar  even  intimated  that 
Hamilton  ri-gritted  that  the  insurgents  (during  the  Wlitskry 
Ki'lullicm)  did  not  burn  Pittshurg  in  I7i)4«  ^^^  called  bin 
C^jlipiia  and  Al\a.  and  spread  the  often-repeated  story  that 
sitnu-d  to  have  iHi-n  the  chief  stcnk  in  trade  of  his  many 
calumniators  that  he  was  constantly  attempting  the  esca^ 
lishnu-nt  of  a  monarchy. 

One  (»f  Hamilton's  most  \enomous  opponents  was  W3» 
liam  Maclav.  who  was  a  I'nited  States  senator  from  Peimsjrf- 
\ania  iH-rwrtn  17S./  I7iyi-  At  an  early  stage  of  his  political 
cafLcr  he  l>roke  with  the  Federalists,  and  never  crated, 
thereafter.  tr>  speak  of  them  all  in  a  a>ntemptuous  manner 
None  were  free  from  his  shafts,  and  his  unexpurgated  jour- 
nal '  has  no  e(]ual  as  a  \ituperative  masterpiece.  His  oiihr 
friend  fi»r  a  time  seems  to  have  l>een  Robert  Morris,  but  lattr 
he  furnid  u(v»n  him.  He  spoke  of  Hamilton  and  others  at 
a  dinner  he  attended,  as  fiillnws:  '*  I  could  not  help  making 
vime  remarks  (m  our  three  Sc-cretaries — Hamilton  has  a 
\crv  Iwivish  ^iddy  manner,  and  Scotch-Irish  people  would 

•     .-  1      f  \K.     1-  Wx  U%     :--y  >-.!  •    r-!:tr.!  U  VA^t  S   SUrliV.  K 

*.  *i     :  •    \       ''   •    \  (        :  -  ^.    Ma  .At  iH  «}>  krn  «•<  A»  ihr  ungiaAl 
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call  him  a  'ilcitc.'  JrfFcrson  transgresses  on  the  cxtreiiw  of 
tclTi^ntility  or  lofty  gravii}-.  Knox'  in  thi-  easiest  man,  and 
hat  the  most  digrii'ty  of  presence.  They  retired  at  a  decent 
ame,  one  after  another.  Knox  stayed  longest,  as  indeed 
•uitcd  hit  aspect  best,  being  more  of  a  Bacchanalian  figure." 

Hamilton  is  accused,  by  him,  of  all  manner  of  corruption, 
and  c^-en  of  knowingly  issuing  Treasury  certificates  which 
wtn  counterfeit.  He  referred  constantly  to  Hamilton's 
"tools,"  whom  he  also  calls  "Senatorial  (iladiators,"  and  of 
ha  UM  of  Washington  as  "scapegoat."  The  "Cincinnati" 
was  one  of  his  machines.  Much  of  his  enmity  is  of  the  usual 
kind,  so  characteristic  of  the  day,  as,  in  Kfcrring  to  his  own 
efforts  10  get  the  Senate  to  repudiate  the  indcbicdnrss  of  the 
coantry  to  foreign  officers  who  had  fought  in  the  Revolution, 
**!  set  myself  to  defeat  it,  and  happily  succeeded."  he 
■aid.  "The  consequence  is,  that  I  have  all  the  Secretary's 
[Hamilton's]  gladiators  upon  me.  I  have  already  offended 
Knox  and  all  hts  military  arrangements;  I  have  drowned 
Jefferson's  regards  in  the  Potomac.  Hamilton,  with  his  host 
fll" Speculators,  ts  upon  me,  and  ihty  are  not  idle;  the  City 
haiet  me,  atul  1  have  offended  Morris,  and  my  place  mutt 
pi.  My  peace  of  mind,  however,  shall  not  go,  and,  like  a 
dyinf  man.  I  will  endeavor  that  my  last  moments  he  well 
i^cat.**  The  reference  to  the  "bovt  of  speculators"  \s  an 
■llliH»liiiii  that  Hamilton's  friends  had  Inrnght  up  ihr  riaimt 
«f  riw  French  officers  who  had  fought  during  the  Krvniutinn. 

In  1776  General  Charles  I-ec  was  guilty  of  trrarherous 
dience  in  rcfuiing  to  te-enforcc  Washington,  who  had 
him  to  ftuke  a  junction  with  him  at  Hacken^ack. 
His  idea  was  clearly  to  embarrass  and  put  Washington  in 
a  false  position,  and  to  profit  by  his  failure  to  prevent  the 
I  fnmi  taking  Philadelphia.  Not  only  was  I.ee  guilty 
*GMwnllLai>i  «u  tlv  S«r<rur;  of  War 
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of  rank  insubordination,  but  he  wrote  to  the  Commander-fli 
Chief  t^'o  disrespectful  and  insolent  letters.  This  led  so  his 
arrest  and  aiurt-martial,  and  he  was  sentenced  to  suspcnaicwi 
from  the  army  for  one  year.  Hamilton  and  the  other  sup* 
porters  of  Washington  were,  naturally,  highly  indignant*  and 
the  former  gave  very  damaging  testimony  at  the  trial.  Major 
J.  S.  Eustace,  one  of  I^^ee's  strong  friends  and  supporterst 
and  a  vulgar  and  hot-headed  officer,  emptied  his  viab  of 
abuse  in  various  letters  to  his  discredited  friend,  and  did  his 
l>cst  to  provoke  Hamilton  to  fight  a  duel.  Extracts  frooi 
t^'o  of  his  letters  may  be  produced  which  show  the  hatred  Ml 
not  only  by  this  man,  but  by  others.  Writing  from  Phila- 
delphia, November  29,  to  Lee  he  says: 

I  met  Hambleton  [sic]  the  other  day  in  Company  with  At 
favorite  (ireen*  the  Drunkard  Stirling*  and  their  class  of  at* 
tendants.  lie  advanced  toward  me  on  my  entering  the 
rrK>m  with  presented  hand.  I  tr»ok  no  notice  of  his  pobse  in- 
tention, but  sat  down  without  l)owing  to  him  or  anjr  of  &tt 
class  (it  happened  at  the  ^^  W.  (teneral's  office  at  Morris- 
town)  he  then  asked  me  if  I  was  come  from  Camp^I  sajr^d 
shortly  .Vo,  without  the  usual  application  of  sir,  rote  fron 
my  chair— left  the  rfMim,  and  him  standing  htfort  tlu  ckmn. 
I  could  not  treat  him  much  more  rudely — Tve  repeated  my 
suspicions  of  his  irra.ity  on  the  tryall  so  often  that  I  expect 

the  s of  a  b will  challenge  me  when  he  comes.     If 

he  does  he  will  find  me  as  unconcerned  as  he  can  postibljr  be 
anxious. 

And  again  he  wrote  tf>  Lee: 

1  s|H-ak  f»r\ou  here  f.p/Tily  and  I'^yallw  and  1  gi^-e  mjr  senti- 
fTif-nts  (»t'  \nur  aH'jjrs.  wirh  all  the  warmth  of  a  young  tmmn-^ 
th«>*  uithiiwr  rhe  j^tuJffuf  of  an  'IJ  '»ne.  I  said  "tother  nMrt 
I  thought  i'.l'.fifl  I/ismtlt'jti  uu:  prrjufeJ — that  1  could 

••-'  rral  Na'^u*  iri  i  .rrrr.r  '  i««BCrml  Lord  SlMkia' 
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linoe  hintKlf  of  IT,  by  reading  over  the  Tryall  to  him — and 
if  thai  was  not  juffidenl  rviJrmtt  it  might  rest  on  matirr  0/ 
tptnion,  and  he  decided  at  he  chose,  there  were  several 
f^ctn  pfttent  but  they  laid  nothing  in  reply— iho'  I  am 
oMifident  they'll  tell  him  Ac  I've  no  objections.' 

Tbc  involuntary  praise  of  some  of  his  most  important  an- 
tagoniitt  wat  the  gteatest  tribute.  Jefferson  called  him  the 
"Colossus  of  the  Federalists,"  and  upon  one  occasion,  when 
Hamilton  had  written  articles  for  Fenno's  paper  signed  Mar- 
cellus,  he  wrote  to  Madison,  informing  him  by  whom  they  were 
produced,  Mith  the  remark  that  they  promised  "much  mis- 
chief.** Madison  was  urged  to  exert  himself  against  "this 
champion.  You  know  the  ingenuity  of  his  talents,  and  there 
u  not  a  person  but  yourself  who  can  foil  him.  For  Heaven's 
sake  then,  take  up  your  pen  and  do  not  desert  tbc  public 
cauae  altogether." 

Mudi  rriticiim  has  been  indulged  in,  by  those  inimical  to 
HamtliDn.  regaiding  a  letter  wriiirn  by  Hamilton  to  Gou- 
vcrneur  Morris  00  July  17,  1802,  shortly  after  the  movement 
had  been  sianrd  to  impeach  several  of  ihc  cirruir  judges  by 
the  anti- Federal  lists.  This  was  at  a  time  when  the  scurrilous 
Area  were  filled  with  abuse  of  the  upponi-nts  nf  Burr  and 
lAnoB,  and  when  Hamilton  wj«  Mcll-nigh  distracted  by 
tfctanchuiations  of  (he  I>emocrat.v  in  his  own  ^^Ia!c.  "Mine 
is  an  odd  destiny,"  he  said ;  "  perhaps  no  man  in  the  L'niicd 
Staaea  has  sacrihced  or  done  more  for  the  present  constitu- 
tion than  myself,  atKl  contrary'  10  all  my  anticipations  of  its 
fate,  as  you  know  from  the  very  l>eginning,  1  aii)  still  laboring 
B  pfop  the  frail  and  worthless  fabric,  yet  I  have  the  mur- 
HMi  of  its  frictvds  no  less  than  the  curses  of  its  foes  for  my 
What   can    I    do   better   than   withdraw   fn)m   the 


*S«dl^  IkaB  bcHn  an  pnnlnl  tn  lb*  N    Y    llnturical  SuWt'i  ruUNttoM 
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scene  ?  Every  day  proves  to  me  more  and  more  chat  tliii 
American  world  was  not  made  for  me."  As  a  ruk  his  ene- 
mies ignore  and  neglect  to  quote  a  later  paragraph  whidi 
is  as  follows:  "The  time  may  ere  long  arrive  when  the  nundi 
of  men  will  be  prepared  to  make  an  effort  to  recover  the  Con- 
stitution, but  the  many  cannot  now  be  brought  id  make  a 
stand  for  its  preser\'ation.  We  must  wait  a  white.**  This 
is  almost  prophetic  when  we  consider  the  re^stabUihmrm 
of  national  faith  in  this  great  instrument  which  foUoiicd 
the  disorderly  reign  of  Jefferson  and  his  foUowerSv  down  to  a 
time  when  civil  strife  led  to  a  new  order  of  dignity  and  lu^ 
swerving  devotion  to  the  original  laws  of  our  national 
ization. 


CHAPTER  X 
THE  YEARS  FROM  1700  TO  ISOO 

In  the  fall  of  1790,  as  has  been  said,  Hamilion  went  to 
Phfladelphia  with  his  family,  and  applied  himself  asgiduously 
to  hii  financial  w-ork  which  had  been  commenced  in  New 
York.  The  obligations  of  the  nation  were  great  indeed, 
and  coamted  not  only  of  iu  original  indebtedness  to  France* 
but  of  debts  incurred  in  the  campaign  of  St.  Clair  against  the 
Indiaiu  in  the  North-west,  and  for  various  other  purposes. 
Much  of  his  official  labor  was  ainnccted  with  two  pr(wi[yctive 
foragn  loans  which  entailed  great  trouble  and  worr)-,  and 
met  with  unlooked-for  oppoitition  from  Gileis,  a  Virginian, 
wlioin  Hamilton,  however,  had  ofitn  ln-friendcd  in  the  past. 
This  man,  acting  upon  instructions  from  JrfrrrM)n  and  bis 
frimdi.  did  all  he  cuuld  in  Congress  to  hamper  tiamilton  in 
hts  continued  efforts  to  prevent  the  nation  from  becoming 
bankrupt,  accusing  him  of  irregular  practices,  and  among 
odier  things,  of  favoritism  to  cenain  banks. 

Haaukon,  is  usual,  had  no  trouble  in  thoroughly  vindicat- 
im  Imm^  and  presenting  ample  diKumeniar^-  evidence  of 
dtt  pcrfiKI  order  of  all  hii  transactions.  So  that  his  enemies 
were  again  dtscomfitrd. 

About  this  tinte  a  r>cw  and  vety  serious  condition  of  alTairf 
had  K>  be  met,  for  the  international  complications  of  the 
[  republic  were  many.     llardU  secure  in  her  new  foot- 

|ia  dw  family  of  nations,  her  adjustment  to  the  ways  of  her 
n  was  slow  and  difficult.     Some  of  this  was  due 
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CO  the  jealousy  of  the  n\'o  great  countries,  from  the  control 
of  one  of  which  she  had  freed  herself  a  few  years  prevjousU, 
and  some  to  the  chagrin  that  that  nation  naturally  felt  in 
the  apparent  success  of  French  influence.  It  is  tnir  that 
''a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship  between  His 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America  was 
signed  at  Paris,  the  jd  day  of  September,  1 783,  in  the  name 
of  the  Most  Holy  and  l'ndi\ided  Trinit}'/*  but  this  was  ap* 
parenily  insufficient,  and  (ireat  Britain  had  not  only  kit 
much  undone,  but  had  continued,  among  other  things,  ■> 
infringe  upon  the  rights  of  the  emancipated  colonists. 

jf>hn  Adams  had  been  sent  abroad,  had  signed  the  first 
treaty  of  peace,  and  later  attempted  fresh  negotiations  with 
Kn^land,  but  he  was  treated  discourteously,  though  he  did 
all  in  his  p<iwer  to  conciliate  the  mcither  country.  He 
turned,  however,  empty-handed,  without  having 
plished  anything.  KnKland  was  not  disposed  to  fulfil  her  oh- 
ligatif)ns  in  paying  us  for  the  negroes  she  had  carried  away 
near  the  close  of  the  Kr\olution,  and  in  many  wa)'S  was  ar- 
ropant  and  unjust.  I  he  American  jingoes  had  no  warm 
welcome  for  Mr.  Adams,  and  a  historian  of  the  time  said, 
"after  Mr.  Adams*  return  from  Fngland  he  was  implicated 
bv  a  Kirge  |)«irtion  of  his  i'ountr\-men  as  having  relinquiUwd 
the  Kepulflii  an  system,  and  forgotten  the  principles  of  the 
.American  reMilution  which  he  had  advcnrated  for  nearly 
twrnf\   \ijrs  "  * 

Kmrn  the-  o\erthrow  of  I.ouis  XVI  until  1800  and  later,  the 
I'nited  ."^^r-itis  Hilt  only  Hiitfc  red  internal  dissensions,  but  her 
rrLiriiiriN  with  Ixtth  I  nL:l:inil  and  FraniT  were  of  the  motf 
liiMi^urJL'mL'  kind  llj(nilton*N  energies  were  first  direcwd 
t>'  ihi  f  NTaMishment  of  a  nmre  (K-rfect  reconciliation  with  the 
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people  speaking  our  own  tongue,  and  with  rstabljshed  insii- 
nnioas  of  tbc  ki»d  best  calculated  to  benefit  his  own  country. 
Indeed,  our  success  and  prosperity  were,  at  an  early  period. 
actnctmg  the  attention  and  respect  of  (]reat  Britain,  and 
die  first  evidence  of  a  tardy  rappraehfmenl  was  the  arrival 
of  George  Hammond,  who  was  tent  as  diplomatic  agent  to 
join  in  ttegotiations  for  a  treaty.  Hamilton's  exertions  were 
tmrrmitting.  He  disregarded  the  aggression  and  the  enemy 
chat  m  aitd  others  had  just  defeated,  for  he  recognized  the 
advantages  of  harmonious  relations  with  an  important,  rich, 
and  powerful  commercial  nation.  As  early  as  ijfjO.  both 
Hamilton  and  Adams  showed  that  the  trade  regulations 
of  Great  Britain  were  more  favorable  to  the  United  Slates 
dian   dmse  of  France,  although  the  laner  had  been  our 

Owing  to  Jefferson's  sympathy  with  the  French,  and  hii 
didike  of  England,  Hamilton's  eifortK  at  conciliation  and  an 
orderly  adaptation  to  new  conditions  were,  with  difficulty, 
carried  on.  A  new  and  disturbing  influeni.'e  which  made 
itaelf  manifest  about  this  time  was  the  absolute  change  in 
OW  altitude  toward  France  after  her  Revolution. 

After  the  War  of  Independence  America  bought  freely 
Iran  England,  but  not  ftum  France,  much  ti>  the  disappoint- 
mem  of  the  laner.  Then,  again,  the  debt  of  the  L'nitcd 
States  to  France  had  been  incurred  at  a  time  previous  to  the 
rrvok  artd  overthrow  o(  the  king,  and  it  was  seriously  ques- 
even  by  Hamilton  himK-lf.  whether  fhr  ohligabon 
KM  be  repudiated  so  far  as  the  new  government,  which 
*  never  willingly  recognized,  was  concerned, 

Hia  lentimentx  are  embodied  in  a  paper  hitherto  unputv 
idwd  which  I  cannot  identify.  It  ■«  a  l'raf;;mrnt.  but  was 
pnbabtjr  written  at  a  time  when  great  pressure  was  being 
'  t  by  JefFerBon.  Painc,  and  others,  to  have  the  United 
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States  take  up  the  cause  of  the  French  Republic,  and 
hsh  an  tnUnU  with  France. 

All  this  was  and  is  seen*  and  the  body  of  the  people  of 
America  are  tcx)  discerning  to  he  long  in  the  dark  about  it. 
'I*o(3  wise  to  have  In'cn  misled  hy  foreign  or  domestic  machi- 
nations, they  adopted  a  constitution  which  was  nectisary 
to  their  safety  and  to  their  happiness.  .  .  .  Too  wise  to  be 
ensnared  hy  the  same  machinations,  they  will  support  the 
government  they  ha\e  estahlislud.  and  will  cake  care  ofthctr 
own  peaiT.  in  spite  cjf  the  insidious  efforts,  which  arc  making 
to  defaih  them  from  the  one  and  to  disturb  the  other.  .  .  . 

The  information,  which  the  address  of  the  Constitution 
contains,  ought  to  str\e  as  an  instructive  lesson  to  the  people 
of  this  C^umtry.  It  ought  to  teach  us  nor  to  overrate /or/t/n 
fritriJslnps  .  .  .  to  he  upon  our  guard  against /or/f/n  ofltf^^- 
ffiffit^.  The  former  uill  gmiTally  Ir*  found  hollow  and  delu* 
si\r;  the  latter  ha\e  a  natural  tendencT  to  lead  us  aside  from 
our  true  inrerest  and  to  make  us  the  dupe  of  foreign  influence.' 

F(»rri^n  influence  is  truly  the  ( irecian  horse  to  a  republic. 
We  canntit  Ik-  t(N>  careful  to  exclude  its  entrance.  Nor 
ought  we  to  imagine  that  it  can  only  make  its  approaches 
in  the  gross  form  of  direct  hriinry.  It  is  then  mcMt  dangrr- 
ous,  when  it  coTTu-s  under  the  patronage  of  our  passiocis« 
under  the  auspins  of  national  prejudice  and  partiality.  .   .  . 

I  trust  the  morals  of  the  country  are  yet  too  good  to  leave 
muih  f(»  apprehend  on  the  score  of  briber}'.  Careless  con- 
drsic-nti(»ns,  flattery,  in  unison  with  our  prepossessions,  are 
intinittlv  m(»re  to  he  feared;  and  as  far  as  there  is  oppor- 
tunif\  f'T  i>irruprii>n.  it  is  to  Ite  remembered,  that  one 
foreign  I'owcr  lan  employ  this  resource,  as  well  as  another, 
and  that  the  effn  t  must  he-  much  greater,  where  it  is  con>- 
I'lni  il  with  the  (Jther  means  of  influence,  than  where  it 
stands  alwnr 

1  he  oliM-rx ariims  and  facts  c«)ntained  in  this  paper,  whtk 
thf  V  Icati  t<*  thr  conclusions  just  drawn,  serve  also  to 

=   I  •  r^    ..  ••  .    .  ^  a  ;  -.• .  .j>     f    Ai  !••:..  »h*  h.  in  rflnl.  if   thr 
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onnnite.  that  as  far  as  the  conduci  of  France  towards  us  in 
our  laR  revolution  created  a  claim  to  our  acknowledgement 
and  friefKlthip'  thcM  dispositions  were  immediately  due  to 
the  then  »ot'creign  of  the  country  and  could  not  justly  have 
been  withdrawn  from  him  to  be  placed  ristwhere. 

GratituJe  alone  therefore  would  not  have  recommended  our 
atnidng  the  French  Nation  against  him.  ...  At  far  as  that 
prindpje  was  allowed  to  have  any  operation; — this,  upon  a 
just  esdmate.would  have  been  the  result;  that  wc  ought  not 
ID  akc  part  against  the  person  on  whose  sole  will  the  assist- 
lACC  we  received  had  depcnded^ — that  wc  ought  not  to  take 
part  with  him.  against  the  nation  whose  blood  and  whose 
treasure  had  been  the  means  in  his  hands  of  that  assistance. 

"But  Louis  the  X\'l  was  a  Tyrant.  My  hit  perjuries  and 
his  crimes  he  forfeited  his  crown  and  his  life,  and  with  these 
his  title  to  our  esteem  and  sympathy.— Besides — he  is  now 
DO  more  ,  .  .  whatever  competition  may  have  before  e\- 
tMed  ceased  with  his  death.  The  claim  tn  our  gratitude  has 
hy  this  devolved  exclusively  upon  the  Nation." 

That  [.ouis  was  a  Tyrant  is  contradicted  too  emphatically 
by  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life  tt>  Ik-  credited  without  belter 
evidence  than  has  yet  been  produced.  That  he  was  guilty 
at  the  crimes  which  were  the  pretexts  of  his  death  remains 
toll  10  be  proved  to  an  impartial  world.  Against  the  pre- 
■MiMplwm  of  his  guilt,  this  strong  argument,  inde|>endent 
of  other  topics  which  might  be  urged,  presents  itself.  .  .  . 
**If  the  Convention  had  possessed  Arar  prrjoft  of  the  guilt  ot 
I rfflIT*,  ikty  woulJ  hmt  prnmutgauJ  them  to  the  wirtJ  in  an 
mitkrrttic  anj  un^ueiiionahle  shape:  Respect  for  the  opinion 
of  mankind,  regard  for  their  own  fharacter,  the  intere«sof 
ibeir  cause  made  this  an  indispensable  duty,  and  would  have 
Modnced  a  correspondent  effect,  if  the  case  had  admitted  01 
N— TIk  omission  ii  a  satisfactory  indiiaiiim  ihji  ihr  means 
of  dainf  it  were  not  possessed ;  and  thai  the  melancholy 
cxtaMlophe  of  Louis  X\'l  was  the  result  i aiher  of  a  supposed 
pobtical  expediency'  than  of  real  criminality." 

In  a  case  so  circumstatKed,  does  it  consist  even  with  our 

*  WUrh  UMki  s  oTUiii  «>p«ci  hM  tmn  ttaradad. 
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jiistiit'  or  huiiuniry  to  participate  in  the  angn-  and  vindicii\f 
passions,  whiih  arc  cniicavuri-d  to  be  excited  against  htm' 

Harnilrrtn  then  ^rns  on  to  qiiestictn  the  propriefv  of  ri- 
tendini:  'he  **re(ined  and  henetiiient  sentiment  of  ^rarifudr " 
t(»  ihi*  siuArssors  tit  the  inunlered  kinp,  and  savs: 

Shall  \\c*  Hfit  he  more  sure  of  \if»lating  no  ohhgation  nf 
that  sort.  i»r  not  im|)hi'atin^  the  dehcacv  of  our  national 
i'h.irai  (( r.  I»\  t.lL(n^  no  part  in  the  contest,  than  by  throwin|^ 
our  ut  i-ht  inti»  rithrr  sialc-  ? 

Hut  thr  cause  «»f  France  is  the  cause  of  I.ibcrn*.  Ti» 
our  own  c.iusr:  ;ind  it  is  our  first  duty  to  countrnancr  and 
proniofr  it  \Vhate\cr  foundatii>n  there  may  he  for  rhit 
suL:L:rs(ion,  it  is  cntireU  f«)rei^n  to  the  c|uestion  of  gratitude- 
Ir  turns  u|>on  a  principle-  wholly  distinct,  (iratitudc  hat 
rctVrt-nif  onlv  tii  kiiul  otfues  recei\rd.  I  he  obligation  to 
.111  tl  fhr  rausc-  ot  IiIm  rr\  has  re  ference  to  the  abstract  in- 
tnriMc  nu  lits  ot  rh.it  c.iunc  It  is  |visMble  that  the  benefactor 
ni.i\  !•!  on  one*  sjiit  the  dctVnders  and  supporters  of  lihem* 
ontludthrr.  (  liatitudcinay  |>oint  that  way  .  .  .  thelcnertif 
Ii!m  rr\  this  ....    I  here  is  a  necessary  distinction  to  be  made. 

IJoA  t.ir  rhc  List  rnintiimed  consideration  ciught  to  operate 
wi?h  us  will  he   htrc.itrtr  rxaniimd  ' 

\^  UNti.il.  .irn  .irrrinpr  u|Min  his  part  toc-\cn  tolerate  things 
Hrirish  \\.in  riusurult  rsttMiii,  .ind  he  was  foreser  accuted  of 
:iirini^  a;:.iiiur  tin-  nati'inai  interests,  and  In-ing  an  An£l(>> 
pinlf-  In  (his  ii>nnctri<<n  it  is  iuriiius  to  find  that  he  wat 
n<'t  •*ri!\  uniti^rh  luilji  li  at  home,  Imt  the  same  faimeu 
wl'i.li  !i'ii»«ll««!  hirii  t«i  hi:ht  the  I  ri  spass  Xit  man%  \Tar« 
!w?..Tf.  pr-.Tt.Tiii^^  thi  rii:hTs  of' the  rones  thrmsehei.  led  tr* 
t}.«  .iHNii'T-.i»Ti' II  In  the  n  pri  sc  ntatiM-  of  F.ni»land  that  he 
w.is  ri  .i!'.;  in  ir!ipr'>;M-r  s\ri)p.irh\  with  (ireat  Kritain,  becaute 
l-f   .i;:*!  .iM  !  in  » I  iiirt  in    I  -ir  •  i  .i-**  s 


•  ■  » 


THE  YEARS  FROM  1790  TO  1800  289 

Mr.  Barclay,'  the  English  Consul  Jn  New  York,  said 
lAcr  Hamilton's  death,  in  a  letter  to  a  Mr.  Merry:  "July 
13,  1804.  By  the  public  papers  you  will  be  informed  of  the 
unfortunate  death  of  Cteneral  Hamilton,  one  of  the  most 
reputable  characters  of  this  State,  and  a  gentleman  of  ettunent 
talents.  I  consider  him  even  as  a  loss  to  His  Majesty  and 
our  Go%-ernmem  from  the  prudence  of  his  measures,  his 
cocKJIiatory  disposition,  his  abhorcnce  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution and  all  republican  principles  and  doctriiKs,  and  his 
jreat  attachment  to  (he  British  CJovemment." 

After  much  delay  and  obstruction  John  Jay,  who  was  then 
die  Chief  Justice,  was  sent  to  England  with  a  treaty.  I..ord 
GrtoviUe  had  already  paved  the  way  by  a  conciliatory  speech, 
and  at  length  there  seemed  to  be  some  hope  that  advantageous 
commercial  relations  might  be  attained.  Hamilton,  who 
had  first  l>cen  named  as  an  envoy,  appreciating  the  opposition 
of  tboac  at  home,  and  believing  he  could  do  more  good  in  his 
own  rounrr)'  by  meeting  the  intrigues  and  hostile  schemes  of 
Randolph  and  Monroe,  and  at  least  keeping  and  exercising 
control  of  the  treasury,  remained  at  his  post.  In  spite  of 
the  attacks  of  Burr  and  the  other  anti- Federalists.  Jay's 
nomination  in  the  Senate  was  confirmed,  and  he  ultimately 
embarked.  His  mission  was  beset  with  ilifliculiics,  for  ofTen- 
lira  and  irritating  measures  directed  against  (ireat  Britain 
were  proposed,  and  it  is  said  that  the  vm'  ship  that  con- 
fcyrd  the  American  representative  carried  insulting  papers 
which  were  r>ot  calculated  to  help  the  treaty  or  to  insure  Jay 
I  warm  welcome. 

Co(i|[reu  had  extended  the  embargo  on  Knglish  vessels, 
and  did  all  it  could  to  thwart  the  nep>tiatifms  by  all  manner 
of  petty  proceedings.  Another  faction  of  the  Democratic 
futf  teat  tactJest.  congratulatory  messages  to  the  disor* 

*  "CanHfKMdcBn  ot  Thainu  lUriU;  "     SVn  V'lk.  1R94. 
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dcrly  French  revolutionists,  and  fomented  the  lawless  feeling 
at  homr,  which  not  only  led  to  the  perst*cution  of  chose  favor- 
ing the  treaty,  but  to  actual  personal  assaults.  The  scxalM 
Jacobin  clubs  burneti  Jay  in  effigy  and  paraded  the  streets, 
and  c\en  brutally  stoned  and  assaulted  Hamilton  when  he 
attempted  to  s[H*ak  in  public. 

A  French  vessel  loaded  with  gunpowder  was  permitted  to 
pass  the  embargo,  but  was  captured  by  the  British  vessels 
of  war,  and  this  alM>  amused  new  agitation.  When  Jay  ar* 
ri\ed  in  Kngland,  he  was  directed  to  demand  compensatiofi 
for  losses  through  unlawful  depredations;  to  insist  that  no 
armed  force  should  Ik*  maintained  by  either  party  on  the 
(ireat  Lakes;  that  more  liberal  opportunities  should  be  gi^Tii 
to  trade  with  the  Indians  li\ing  in  the  territories  of  either 
countr\ ;  in  fact,  that  they  should  not  be  encouraged  to  fight 
or  be  supplied  with  nuinitions  of  war  or  unusual  stores. 

Besides  these,  compensation  should  be  given  for  ncgroii 
carried  awav  bv  the  British,  and  various  minor  commercial 
and  territr>rial  concessions  were  demanded*  some  of  which 
had  relation  to  the  surrender  of  |w>srs.  In  its  turn  the  United 
States  agreed  to  indemnify  the  mother  country'  for  lones 
arising  from  legal  obstruitions  interpcised  to  the  reco%ery  of 
the  ante-Revolutionary  debts  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  a 
i'ertain  sum  to  be  named.'  I'lMin  Jay's  arrival  on  Junr  15, 
171^4,  he  at  hrsr  met  with  oppositifin,  but  the  treaty,  with 
slight  mfHiihcatinns,  was  agreed  to,  and  signed  by  Jay  and 
I.ord  ( iren^ille,  on  No\eml>er  i^^  1 7t;4. though  IKK  reodsed  ia 
I'hiLddphia  until  almost  six  months  later.  The  enmity  mod 
bud  feeling  still  existed,  tii^ether  with  much  disorder,  hot  the 
trejtv  \sas  linallv  ratified  bv  i»nlv  f«»ur  \otes  in  I7u6.  W 
ington's  attempt  to  enforce  it  met  with  fresh  las 
\  timid  Congress  \k  js  dis|Kist-d  to  thwart  its  operations.     It 
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WIS  then  that  Hamilton  and  his  fathrr-in-law  were  strongly 
alarmed — for,  under  the  circumstances.  Great  Britain  had 
thown  an  extraordinary  amount  of  forbearance.  It  was, 
thcreTore,  thought  best  to  sHr  the  citi»rnx  of  their  own  State 
as  wril  as  others  to  a  sense  of  danger  and  the  possible  con- 
•cquenres  of  bad  faith,  (^neral  Schuyler  at  once  drcu- 
lated  a  broadside,  of  which  a  facsimile  is  given  herewith, 
and  in  a  lener  to  Hamilton  told  of  his  cfTons  to  accomplish 
tomething. 
He  also  wrote  to  Hamilton,  April  25,  1796: 

Phtlip  Sthuyirr  to  Alfxandfr  HamtUon 

DeaS  Sir:  Unadvised  of  the  measures  pursuing  at  New 
York,  relative  to  the  treaty  with  Britain,  It  was  not  deemed 
prudent  to  oonverte  the  atizens  here  on  the  subject,  until 
we  received  information  from  your  city.  On  Saturday 
morning  the  mail  arrived,  and  the  Hrralj  announced  what 
had  been  done.  About  forty  citizens  were  immediately 
convened,  and  unanimously  agreed  to  petiti'm  in  the  words 
of  the  New  York  petition,  with  no  other  variation  than  what 
was  requisite  to  accumnKKlate  It  to  the  people  in  this  quarter. 
JOO  copiei  were  immediately  printed,  proper  persons  a(>- 
paimco  to  invite  the  iiignature  of  the  Ciii/ens  individually. 
Before  sunset  this  was  compleated.  all  havinj;  subscribed 
E&cept  about  —  -  -  who  de<.-!ined.  Many  dedded  Anti- 
federalitts  concurred  and  signed. 

A  circular  letter  was  prepared,  directed  to  the  Supervtzors, 
aaeaon  arKl  town  Oerks.  of  the  several  towns  in  this  and  the 
aawMies  to  the  Eastward,  Northward  and  ^^V^r^^ard  nf  this. 
Sncfxl  of  these,  with  copies  of  the  petition,  arc  already  dis- 
pHched.  and  the  residue  will  be  sent  today. — We  Itelicve 
Ae  nibscTibcn  will  be  nuntcrous. 

The  petition  from  this  dty  will  be  »ent  trt  Philadelphia  by 
Aii  day's  mail. — 

We  afc  anxious  to  hear  the  result  of  the  Application  to 
of  New  ^'ork,  and  If  favorable,  will  It  be  com- 
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rniiniiMml   in   a   formal   manner,   by  the  New  York  com- 
mitui". 

I  hi'  inclosed  is  copy  of  the  li-rter.  which  accompanies  the 
copv  of  xhv  pitirion  ti»  the  se\eral  f«iwns. 

Prav  tlri»p  mv  a  line,  atl\ising  me  of  the  latest  intrUigeticc 
frc»m  Philaclt'lphia,  on  this  im[>ortant  subject. 

Adieu.      My  lo\e  to  all 

^'ours  most  affectionately 

Ph.  Schcylol 

Alexander  Hamilton,  l'.sc|. 


This  action  seems  to  have  l>een  amply  justified*  for  chc 
strain  was  indeed  ^reat,  and  u^wm  previous  occasions  aOM 
(nuiMe  hail  been  imminent,  because  of  the  presence  of  Ibf- 
eii:n  nien-4if-\\.ir  in  New  ^'ork  har)>or.  The  Datly  AivmUaw^ 
(\\i»  years  pre\iiiuslv.  contained  a  prfK*lamation  of 
(iinr^e  C'lintMn,  in  wbi^h  he  fi>rbade  **all  ships  and 
iif  ftirti^n  nature  except  those  en^a^ed  in  Commerce  lo 
priMih  the  C'it\  nearer  than  one  mile  southward  of 
S<iurhern-most  Point  i»f  (fo\ernor*s  Island*  and  all  War 
\esM-|s  .ibo\e  this  [>oint  r«»  retire.** 

Slitirrl\  after  tlu-  sif^nini:  of  the  treaty,  and  when  popular 
unrest  bad  sul^NJiliil.  Ilanultiin  wrote,  urginj;  the  Oiurdics 
t«>  return.  It  is  surnewb.it  amusing  to  find  that  the  popular 
disappro\al  re^ardinu  Mr  ja\*s  arrangetnents  had  had  m 
inrtui  nee,  nmre  or  less,  u[Min  the  sister-in-law  of  its  mcnt 
e:irn«-st  di  ti  nder. 

*'  \dii  II  m\  dear  and  nau^htv  Brother,"  wrote  Angrlira 
CbuTib;  "it  will  be  im[>«»ssilile  fi»r  me  t«i  charter  a  ^-essrL  fer 
b<>\\  K'An  I  luini;  (Mit  furniture  when  I  do  not  kfiow  the  nnn^ 
|m  r  iif  ro^'ins  niv  house  contains.  What  an  af^reeahlr  ami** 
bli  frilMw  '  Mr.  I.i\'n  \\|sr  treaty  turned  into  a  defender  of 
\\\\.\x  bf  never  wniiKi  himself  ha\e  deigtM-d  to  submit  to 
/'.;/;  p^•  .»;    e9itnu/*:t  change  tti  st  fou;  \roulftJ 
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(Fiiends  and  Fellow-Citizens ! 
I  OUR  mention  li  ciTte^  to  a  TubJeA  Inrolvtng  jzm  In* 
4mA.  yoor  hxppinrii,  uid  roar  pMcc— Appearxnce*  Indickte,  thii  a  dlf- 
Mfitioa  prrraib  id  ■  mijorii^  of  ihr  Houfi:  of  RrprefentatlTn  of  the  Untted 
Mata,  aat  to  make  the  rr<)uiGic  provrfion.  for  cjirying  Into  rteii  theTrea- 
tflMttiy  coaehidfd  with  Gf«>t  Britain  altho  ratified  oo  (b«  part  of  tho  UdI* 
I       Vl  SCBO.  bjr  the  Ccoftitutiooal  Auclioritics  tbercof. 

Shvrid  0Or  apprtheitfioos.  exdted  bf  fuch  •  dllpoCtlaa  be  Tcrlfied.  an 
■Mifimwai,  with  all  )u  attendant  caUmitiei,  wiU  probably  be  the  rrfult 
wJb4m4  iW  very  proTpc^t  of  it,  has  already  dlmlnllhed  the  price  of  our 
^■ICii^nl prodoce,  to  a  conCdenble  rxtem — the  depreciation  will  doubt- 
tmtmtetAt  whUe  the  price  of  the  neeefTiry  foreign  articlei  of  confumpdoa 
VM  •■trialy  rUc.  Under  thele  imprefiiofa,  and  olhcn.  ariUng  from  cir> 
MbAmcm  anially  important,  the  Citiicni  of  Tnany  of  the  Siaiei.  ti  pre< 
■■ligllWIiiMiii  II  an  the  fobjc^  ts  the  HouTe  of  Reprefentadvei.  Tba 
OilMa  <f  Mgw  Y«rt.  hare  alreadjr  cofKluded  on  thdr  addrcfi  ;  and  bars 
~  M  jtm  and  to  m.  to  af  ord  oar  aid  on  diii  ferioui  occafiea  t 
I  wc  now  fubmiited  for  fignature,  hy  the  Citiieni  of 
wetnifl,  meet  with  general  approbatku).  at  ri'tftnifif 
equally  IntcrcOed  in  tbcreialt. 

Vn  yoD  be  pleafcd  ta  lay  it  before  tbe  Otizetu  of  your  town,  for 
AA  Jtiowinadoa.  and  tf  It  meet*  with  their  approbatioa,  to  totrtat 
AAfl^uaraa*  tad  wbcn  £|Dcd,  totraolmit  ii  «  aa  aarly  day  ta  Ha* 

By  order, 

Ph:  Schuyler,  Chairman. 

AtSABti  April  »u  I79<< 

^fc<l«t^uilf<»,  AtJda  u>i  Tinr^Oak.  oT  Ike 
mmtl  lalkaaBlrar 

Fac-danik  at  ttfnal  Bfmliak 
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Hamilton's  intcrcfit  in  France  and  Frcnchmrn,  up  to  1792. 
jppean  to  have  been  continuous  and  intense  hcforc  the 
iKvndancy  of  the  republic.  Speaking  and  writini;  the  latH 
gmgc  with  great  facility,  he  not  only  made  friends  very  read- 
ily, a*  has  been  shown,  with  the  host  of  those  who>  for  vart- 
cMi*  rcaiont,  espoused  the  American  cause,  but  upon  Kveral 
occasions  was  sent  to  meet  the  na%'al  and  military  coin- 
nunders  upon  their  arrival.  It  was  he  who  welcomed  d'Ks- 
tJtn^  and  who  acted  as  the  representative  of  Wavhingion  in 
arranging  the  details  of  active  co-operation  with  our  force. 
Powibly  he  healed  internal  dissensions,  avcned  the  conse- 
quences of  pctt)'  jealousy,  and  finally  sent  them  home  in  good 
spirits,  for  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  French  utTicers  were  not 
always  agreed,  or  upon  the  best  terms  with  each  other.  The 
otabiishment  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  for  which  he 
was  mponxible,  and  which  led  tu  so  much  criticism  upon  the 
part  of  the  "  American  jacobins,"  did  much  to  cement  the  rn- 
UnU  between  the  Atnerican  officers  and  their  French  com- 
rade* in  arms. 

Philadelphia  had  became  (he  rendezvous  of  expatriated 
Frmchmen.  and,  as  a  rule,  they  were  clever,  capable,  and 
Micofn|4aining,  though  they  bad  to  adapt  thrmtelvrs  to  a 
■rious  change  of  fonunc,  incident  to  the  loss  of  all  they  pos- 
atmed.  Mention  has  been  made  of  some  of  these,  An- 
|tlica  Church  wrote.  July  4,  1 793.  and  her  hnat  outburst  of 
pwritmim  is  characteristic: 

Pray  write  to  n»e  a  line  to  say  that  you  are  well  for  it  is 
SB  a^  ttiirc  I  have  seen  your  signature. 

1  wrote  yesterday  and  recommended  to  ihe  prorecrion  of 
o«r  Jrar  Minuter  Cieneral  Valence  who  ha»  served  in  the 
FmKti  army,  and  who  married  a  Daughter  of  the  cele- 
*  Madame  de  (khUs  who  has  written  many  and  useful 
I  f»  female  Education.     I  hear  my  dear  that  vou 
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will  give  our  Hamilton  a  hint  to  invite  him  to  dinner,  and 
to  be  civil  to  him  for  I  have  promised  half  a  dozen  prenjr 
French  women  to  recommend  him  to  you. 

Mrs.  Bache  is  to  return  to  America  next  month.  I  shall 
see  her  before  she  goes,  that  she  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
chatting  to  yciu,  for  she  is  a  sensible  and  rcsen'ed  penon  and 
cannot  talk  without  a  gtMxl  subject. 

Adieu  mv  dear  Sister.  Pray  where  is  Cornelia  ?  She 
never  does  me  the  favor  to  write  me  a  line. 

My  love  to  .Angelica  and  the  Children,  embrace  my  dear 
Hamilton  for  me  a  la  Fran^aise. 

Farewell  my  dear  Sister. 

July  the  4th,  171^3, 

Fivf  111  Ti'puhliqiu! 

A  few  months  earlier  she  had  written  to  Hamilton: 

.Mv  DFAR  Hrotmfr:  Vou  will  receive  this  from  a  fneiid 
of  mine  and  an  admirer  of  your  virtues  and  )-our  talmti. 
He  goes  to  America  to  partake  of  that  Libert)*  for  whidl  kt 
has  often  exposed  his  life,  and  to  render  it  all  the  icrtioes 
his  knowledge  of  Kurope  and  of  the  emigration  about  to  cake 
place  to  Anu-riia,  \»}\q  the  opportunity  of  doing. 

The  C^•tlnt  di-  Noailles  requires  less  recommendation  than 
most  people,  l»ei  Ju^e  he  is  well  known  to  you  my  friend. 
When  you  and  he  ha\e  talked  o\er  Kurope  and  America, 
spare  a  few  momeiirs  to  the  recollection  of  your  faithful  frimd 

.And  atfectionate  sifter, 

Angelica  Chlech. 

LnnJiin.  February  I7rh,  I7*yj. 
Alexander  liainilton,  Lm]. 

I  he  Che\alier  de  Pontigit>aud,*  who  had  fought  in  the  var 
and  siil)sei]uenfly  went  back  to  p'rancr,  returned  ai  its 
i«in(.lusion  to  collect  the  pav  due  him  for  his  ser\'ice««  and  Itts 
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t  of  an  interview  thruw!>  light  upun  the  M)cial  cundi- 
boas  at  the  time.    He  uid : 

1  WBt  glad  to  meet  some  of  my  old  romradc«  in  arms, 
bodi  French  and  Americansi  amongst  others  the  brave  and 
wue  Coltmcl  Hamilton,  the  friend  of  Washington,  and  who 
wai  afterward)  unfortunately  killed  in  a  duel  by  Colonel 
Burgh  (sic].  Hamilton,  who  had  quitted  the  army  and  re^ 
turned  to  civil  life,  was  a  lawyer,  and  pleaded  in  the  couns 
aiwl  gave  consultations.  Wc  often  talked  together. — much 
to  my  profit, — of  the  causes  of  the  war,  the  actual  condition 
of  th«  United  Statri,  and  the  prohahle  destiny  of  the  nation. 
Anyone  who  had  heard  us  talking  about  events  which  were 
then  a  matter  of  history,  would  have  taken  us  for  two  of 
the  tpeakers  in  Lucian's  or  Ftiielon's  "Dialogues  of  the 
Dead."  "The  American  War,"  I  said,  "began  in  a  very 
Mngular  maniKr,  and  was  carried  on  in  a  way  yet  more 
singular.  It  seems  to  mc,  on  summing  up  all  my  obscrva- 
tioni,  that  the  Knglish  made  a  mistake  in  sending  tt'iops 
aigatntt  you.  instead  of  withdrawing  those  which  were  a\- 
rody  in  the  countr)',  as  did  you  submit  at  oner  you  must 
have  itKvitably  ended  by  winning  sootier  or  later,  ^'ou 
gained  experience  and  discipline  in  the  indecisitt  engage- 
ments  which  were  fought,  and  the  siholars  were  txiund  to 
fifii&h  by  becoming  as  clever  as  their  masters.  Lixik.  for  in- 
iCaiKV.  at  the  Swedes  under  Charles  Xlt.  and  the  Russians 
under  Peter  the  Ctteai." 

"You  ate  right,  no  doubt,"  he  replied,  "but  their  second 
fault  was  to  give  the  two  brothers  Howe  each  a  lommjnd. 
The  general  undertook  scarcely  anything  by  land  in  utdrr 
to  allow  hit  btother,  the  admiral,  the  chance  tn  distinguish 
bimaetf  at  tea.  All  that  the  Knglivb  nred  ha^r  dune  was  to 
blockade  our  potts  with  twcniy-hve  frigates  and  ten  ships 
of  the  line.  But,  Thank  Uod,  they  did  nothing  of  the 
•ort." 

"Thank  Clod,  indeed,"  I  said,  "for  1  believe  that  America 
woald  have  come  to  terms  with  the  tiioihcr  country.  I  am 
dhc  mora  indined  10  believe  this,  as  1  noiice  there  ate  a  great 
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many  Iciric's  in  your  cDunrry,  and  I  sctr  that  the  rich  familin 
srill  ilin)^  tci  thi-  King's  (icncrnmcnt." 

"  ^Vs,  anil  thus  ir  happens,"  hv  rrplic-d,  with  a  smile,  "diat 
rhnugh  our  RcpuMic  has  only  In^cn  in  existence  some 
years,  there  are  already  two  distinct  tendencies, — the 
deni(K-rarii*,  the  other  aristrnTatic.  In  Kurope  they  alwan 
s|H'ak  ol  the  Anierican  Revnhition,  hut  our  separation  from 
the  nmther  country  cannot  he  called  a  revolution.  There 
ha\e  In-en  no  changes  in  the  laws,  no  one*s  interests  ha«e 
iK-rn  interfered  with,  e\eryr>ne  remains  in  his  place,  and  all 
that  is  altered  is  that  the  seat  of  government  is  chanjced 
Keal  e<|ualit\  exists  amnni:  us  at  present,  but  there  is  a 
reinarkahle  diHereni'e  of  manners  between  the  inhabitants 
<»r  the  Northern  and  Southerti  States.  The  negro  is  free 
at  Phil.idclphi.1.  hut  he  is  a  sla\e  in  Virginia  and  Carolina. 
l.itL:!-  tiirtuncs  .irr  iTiade  in  the  Southern  States,  because 
the  ('••untrv  is  lu  h  in  prtiduition;  hut  it  is  not  the  same  in 
tlu    N'lfthrrn  Starts  ** 

"  ^  f  >."  I  s.iiii.  "thMM*  who  ilaim  to  Irvik  into  the  future 
i!ia\  s((-  in  ^niTif  nation,  as  you  say,-  two  diverging  tend* 
(luicN.  the  one  towards  democracy,  the  other  towards  ari^ 
toiraiV.  hut  it  s>»nie  separation  (»f  these  elements  could  be 
nijilc-  (juirrlv  and  witlinut  strite.  would  the  people  be  any 
tli(  ii.ippii-r  '  I  ( rrir<i;i.il  posxc  ssjnns  are.  there  is  no  doubt. 
hut  !:v:lir!\  i-Nn  i  im  ti  in  \oiir  ioimtrv.  which  is  perhaps  ovrinK 
to  rhi  tait  th.ir  rhi-  Mririsli  f»r  \ni:lt»-  \merican  nf  today  onhr 
(1.1(1  N  ImA  to  I'ctin  jritl  his  i-Mlnnv.  or  only  a  hundred  rears 

m 

nr   s..       \ri  tsr.iTi-   hm  r   hire    rardy   remams  ten  or  twelsc 
\i  .Its  in  rlie  s.ni'.f   li.iriils  *' 

I  li.if  is  p.irrl;  ilm,"  answcrtd  he.  "tti  the  facilities  for 
ili.injiriL!  "iir  p!.iii  ••!  risulcrui-.  and  tn  the  fact  that  land 
wi;ii  h  \>  rf  l.iriM  !;  il'  .ir  nr.ir  rhi-  i:tvAf  ii(ic-s,  is  much  cheaper 
.if  s'-rTii  ili%r.irM  tr<»m  thcrn  |{<  sides  we  are  essentially 
liuMr.t  s .    rncri.     with    iis.    a;:rii'ulrure    is   of  small   account, 

I  f-.ir  :  rr  111  /'  I  ^.i:.l.  "  iTiarn  [m  rsons  )H*lie\e  thes*  base  but 
r  >  I.iT.i!  in  rhi  I  niti  il  St.irt  >  ?'•  rnakr  a  turtune,  and  the  ftrst 
<j'if-^ri'  'U  ff:.ir  ix  put  t'l  \  ou  w  i.i  n  \ciu  arri\e.  is  *  Do  )tNa 
ht  IV  t<»  stil  f»r  hu\  ' 


•  •• 
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I  hav«  gtvtn,  as  nearly  as  1  can  remember  it,  all  that 
pAsicd  between  the  wldier-lawycr  and  me  at  this  interview, 
Dut  I  cannot  forget  the  singularly  wise  reflection  that  I  heard 
turn  make  one  day,  on  the  subject  of  the  French  interference 
in  the  American  War. 

"Considering  the  question  by  itself,"  I  said  10  him,  "the 
Cabiiwt  of  Versailles  would  seem  to  have  committed  a  po- 
libcal  fault  in  having  openly  supported  the  Americans  in 
the  War  of  Independence,  and  more  particularly  for  having 
tent  over  here  all  the  young  nobility  of  the  Court,  who  re- 
turned embued  with  republican  principles.  It  has  been 
ttiaintatrKd  that  the  proper  action  for  France  was  to  remain 
neutral  and  take  advantage  of  the  diflicultics  of  Kngland.  to 
occupy,  and  thus  make  her  restore  Canada,  which  has  always 
remained  French  at  heart.  This  double  opportunity  of 
war,  or  re-occupation,  would  have  furnished  an  outlet  for 
■urplus  population,  which,  failing  that,  has  overflowed  in 
the  form  of  a  revolution  on  our  own  monarchy,  and  has  then 
inundated  Europe." 

This  speech  made  him  think  of  the  young  nobles,  who 
had  overrun  America  like  the  slu-cp  of  Panurge,  without, 
howrevcr,  reducing  the  surplus  population  of  France,  and 
Colonel  Hamilton  could  not  help  laughing  as  he  replied: 

**You  are  right.  I  am  speaking  in  op(K»iii<in  to  our  own 
inteiestB,  for  it  is  to  the  French  arms  that  wc  owe  our  inde- 
pendence, but  your  Clovernment  would,  perhaps,  ha\e  done 
better  if  it  haa  sent  us  your  lower  orders  instead  of  your 


Great  was  the  distress  and  misery  of  the  people  who 
oowded  here  to  escape  the  persecution  at  home.  The  Ct>unt 
6e  Touiard  was  a  brave  artillery  uflicer  during  ihe  war  of 
the  Revolution,  and  later  entered  the  rrorgani/cd  army  in 

1799- 

At  the  time  when  the  disrupting  influemt  of  the  French 
Republic  had  even  extended  across  the  .^tlantic  and  did  so 
MkIi  harm  here.  Tousard.  who  had,  meanwhile,  paid  a  viMt 
m  hn  native  country,  returned  just  before  the  cruel  pcrsccu- 
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lion  of  suspi-ctfd  iHTsons  became  sf>  great.     He  wroir  to 
Mrs.  Ilainiltnn  the  t'nilnwing: 

\\  iLuiM.TiiS.    fume  4lh.   1794 

M^i>\M :  l<K>  ^rent  was  mv  trfniMe  uhen  I  had  the  haitor 
to  nu-ir  with  \nii  a  iVw  tlavs  a^f>  in  the  city;  and  perhaps 
ynti  coulti  not  tniiliTstand  all  the  iinfrirtunate  evenci  nhicli 
1  nhirc-d  t«»  \nij. 

My  MNfir-in-l.iw  (Mrs.  'lonsard's  eldest  sitter]  fl>'if^C 
frnni  tindrr  rhr  f»tiill'A:^u  whiih  has  destroyed  mmi  cif  all 
her  faniilv,  ^uilrv  o('  wn  othfT  crime  hut  of  having;  married  a 
man  of  nnhilitv,  h.is  iust  Ijndt-d  in  this  CVmtinent.  buf  rhr 
ship  whiih  brought  her  in  was  unhappily  cast  awav  on  the 
Kastcm  shores  of  New  |(-rs(  \ .  her  and  her  children's  bfr 
saved  but  her  i:fMHls  and  <\en  i loathes  all  lost— the  news  of 
her  sistrr's  (bath  «>Mr\vb«lmfd  lur  entirely. 

I  hasti  nc  (J  he  r  homr,  forrsti  ini»  rh.it  after  so  much  fmuMe 
|K>rh  of  rTiimi  and  IxmU  she  uould  not  Ih*  long  %«ith<iut  pftinjg 
si(  k,  and  indc-td  t\so  days  after,  feelinf;  great  pains  in  krr 
IwKiy  she  was  sfMin  reduced  so  \cr\  low  by  the  apir  and 
spirrini:  <>f  bl<MKi  that  it  is  but  since  \esterday  that  we  srr  some 
r«  l.i\ati(ins  in  her  nains  and  in  our  uneasiness  on  hrr  ac- 
coiint.  but  al.is*  I  fcjr  tb.it  she  keeps  in  her  bosom  ihc 
print  ipU*  of  rbc  disease  vshiih  has  carried  off  the  dear 
Niaiiame  dr  Itnisard.  I  ha^e  ui\en  her  the  cbiathes  of  hrr 
siNfrr.  She-  is  nor  in  want,  but  the-  three  children  are  most 
naked  and  the-  ri^ourous  season  is  coniing  \ery  fast,  my  re* 
siiiir^iN  enrinl;  e  xbausted  in  he  Ipln^  sr>  man\  others  r\ist 
no  rii'ire  a  ur(  unistanie-  whiih  lonierns  me  sc»  nrarls 
rb'Mi^^h  I  w.is  f.ir  tft»!n  fureseeini;  it 

In  Mji b  .1  (rin>j|  eoniuniture-  tf»r  me.  I  had  a  mind  to 
a;>[>!'.  til  C*"|  ILiniilfitn  and  to  ele|wisire-  in  his  frietKlK  hrart 
all  rTi\  arupri'N  and  m.||i.  irude  ^.  but  Nine  tiot  \et  crrtaifl 
ft  biN  return  at  bonii  and  kru'win;:  that  there  is  nrK  a  smo- 
nif  nr  in  oru  of  \fiur  hearts  wbi>b  is  not  trjr  b\  thr  <Khrrt»  I 
did   not   biMtate  to  appl\  to  \iiu.  Madam,  and  ri 
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to  your  •riuibtlity  those  ihrcc  unfortunate  children.  The  two 
daughtrrs  arc  something  mun-  than  Martinc  and  Caroline, 
the  ion  is  seven  years  old.  I  wish  I  could  send  him  to  col- 
lege artd  the  two  daughters  to  Mrs.  Mitchell  at  Burlington, 
but  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  advance  the  necessary  money 
for  it.  If  any  generous  sou)  of  your  actjuaintance  could 
supply  my  de6cienc)'  at  this  moment,  I  hope  that  in  a  few 
years  my  sister-in-law  would  he  able  10  return  together  with 
gratitude  the  money  advanced  to  enable  her  children  not 
to  lose  so  precious  a  time  for  their  education.  I  beg  your 
pardon.  Madam,  for  troubling  ynu  so  often  with  the  account 
of  my  countrymen's  misfortunes;  but  in  the  same  time,  I 
cannot  but  rejoice  myself  in  having  found  a  heart  so  com- 
patient  with  them  and  your  name  will  be  for  CNcr  engraved 
to  theirs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  res|>ect 
Madam  Vour  most  humble  and  obedient 

servant  t-i     -r- 

With  the  overthrow  of  Louis  W'l  and  the  formation  of 
the  national  Comminee  of  Safety  serious  trouble  was  in- 
mtable.  and  the  doctrines,  if  they  might  [k  so  called,  of  the 
savage  rabble  found  a  fcnilc  soil  here  for  the  incubation  of 
rrvolutionary  disorder.  Mere  the  unstable  fi)llowets  of 
Jcflcnon,  already  hating  the  Fed^^ali^t\,  were  ipjitr  ready 
•D  aJopt  the  wild,  anarchistic  ideas  of  those  who  kept  the 
guillotine  so  busy,  and  were  ever  drunk  with  the  bl'xid  lust, 
Thomas  Paine,  Bentham,  and  a  host  of  religious  reformers, 
adidsts,  and  communists  hud  preached  their  exircme  and 
fKIibwic  doctrines.  W  iihin  a  few  nionths  after  the  murdtr 
of  the  kin^  a  ivxe  was  addressed  to  a  number  of  individuals, 
both  here  and  elsewhere,  making  r)i>-m  "nii/rns"  of  the 
French  RepubUc.  The  list  of  pcuplc  thus  htmored  included 
ihc  lutnca  of  "(jeorges  Washington,  jamen  Maddiwm, 
Aaachanis  ICIootz,  Jeremy  llentham.  jnseph   Prii^tly  and 
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*Jcan*  Hamilton."  The  first  documtnc  was  signed  by 
Dantcm.  The  sccoml  hv  Roland.  Hamilton's  endorsement 
upon  the  hack  of  the  folio  he  received  is  indicative  of  the 
contempt  he  felt.      Ir  is  as  follows: 

** Iwttn  fr'iffi  (i'^'frummt  uf  Frenth  Republic 
triifi^ffttttirig  ttie  a  Diploma  of  (Citizenship 
fTintakiriP  the  Christian  name. 

ififiori'  I  xtimplr  ',/  frefuh  finesse." 

The  communication  is  the  ft>llowing. 

Paris:     le    10    Ocrohre     I7(y2,    Tan     I    dc    la    Republiqur 
Franvoisr. 

Tai  rh<mnc*iir  de  \fius  adrrss«*r  ci-jf>int.  Monsieur,  un 
iinpririii'  n-Mtu  du  sci-ju  de  l*l*.tat,  de  la  Loi  du  26  Aout 
drrniiT.  (|ui  confc  re  le  rirre  de  C'ito\ens  Francois  a  plusaeur« 
Ftran^ers.  Voiis  y  lire/,  ipir  la  Nati(»n  \ous  a  place  au 
noinhre  lies  amis  de  Thumanite  et  dc  la  scKietc*  aux  quelt 
File  a  dilVrr  ce  titre. 

I/.\sNi  rnhli'i  Nationale,  par  un  Decret  du  Q  iieptembfe, 
a  char^r  le  I'tniMiir  exi'iutif  tie  \nus  a  dresser  celte  I^,  jr 
cilu'is.  en  \(»iiN  pri.inr  ir<rre  itiruaincu  de  la  satisfacticxi  que 
l*«'|ui>u\i-  iri'tn.  iLimn  ictte  cirionstanir,  Ir  Ministre  de  la 
Natinn,  er  de  |Miij\<iir  lomdre  mes  sentimens  particubert 
a  iriix  (|ue  \niis  ti'ninii^ne  un  ^rand  Fxemple  dans  Tendiou* 
siasinr  des  preinic  rs  iMurs  dc*  la  liln-rte. 

]v  \iius  prir  dr  in'ai i us«T  la  reception  de  ma  I.,ettfe,  aftn 
(|iir  la  Nari<»n  s.iir  asNune  cpie  la  l.oi  \fius  est  parxenue.  Ct 
fjiie  \fiiiN  ioTTipri/  i';:alr  riK  nr  les  Fran^'ois  parmi  xos  Fretes. 

I.e  Mini  rrt-  lii-  I'lnrfiii  ur 

A*    la   Ki  piiMi<|iii    Fran^oisr  RoLAWD. 

\I    |»  an  llarnilf'Ti.  dan%  Its  I  tats-I 'nis  de  IWmerique.' 

I* ---      -  .;     "  )   •  '  \r^'    I  -..^  (.,...  h  Krp^Mv 
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A»  a  mult  of  his  sympathy  with  the  Frenth  cause,  Joseph 
Pncttley,'  one  of  those  honored  by  the  certificate  of  citizen- 
ship, found  his  stay  in  England  no  uncomfortable  that  he 
came  here  in  >794.  An  English  mob  had  attacked  his  labo- 
raitny,  wrecked  his  house,  and  violently  assaulted  him  so 
that  he  barely  escaped  with  his  life.  He  appears  to  have 
kiwwn  Mr.  Church  in  London,  and  came  with  a  letter  of 
introduction. 

Angflica  Church   to  jllexnniifr  Hamilton  \^^* 

Mr  OEAK  Bxotker:  You  will  have  the  pleasure  to  receive 
this  letter  by  Dr.  Priestley,  a  man  dear  to  virtue  and  to  science. 
Without  the  advantage  and  satisfaction  of  his  acquaintance, 
I  revere  him  for  his  works,  and  lake  a  patticular  inierest  that 
he  should  be  well  received  in  America.  That  happy  coun- 
try which  teems  reserved  by  Providence  an  an  Assylum  from 
the  crimes  and  persecutions  which  make  Europe  the  pity 
and  disgrace  of  the  age. 

You  my  dear  Brother  will  receive  with  disiingut.ihed  Icind- 
nct*  this  worthy  stranger,  (if  hi-  whose  breast  teems  with  the 
love  of  mankind  may  anywhere  be  called  a  stranger)  and 
make  our  country  so  dear  to  hJm  as  to  cauv  him  to  forget 
duf  which  he  leaves  at  an  advanced  period  of  Life  and  which 
he  has  most  ably  served. 

tt>  MriM  «f  Prroth  CMunM  <ipan  trvmX  F'frlpww.     In  It  yum  will  rraA  thai  Ibr 
KiAm  ■— t*ti  Jon  unangrt  Ihinr  frkndi  of  bunwnilr  •nd  Snrkljr  Ufmn  ■hum  U 

1W  KattMM)  AwmblT.  hj  ■  TMnr  ij  ihr  gih  Si-ptrmlirT,  initniiii  Ihr  Fimi- 
^m9wmm*a\fmml  jou  wiih  ihis  L«<r.  1  ri>w>  i),  mtrrarinK  >•«  in  Mirvr  in  the 
■MmsIm  I  kd  ia  bcMg.  upon  ifalt  orraik«i.  ihr  MtnuifT  tit  ihr  Vaikai,  and  kn 
llA^aMiUaKlMajrprlwlatntliiBnitibilb'iwtDntTiRtUiir'Ki)')  aciul  tmiple 
IB  At  hOmImh  of  Ht  tni  •far«  nf  )lt«Tt  * 

1  h^lfeM  fM  vn  MkaoalnlitP  Ibc  innp>  nl  mt  Inin,  m»  ihM  ihr  Naiinn  IM)' 
•  A*  L««  ha*  rcM'hRl  fm,  aiwl  Ihsl  yxa  likrviw  iiMtUilrt  tbr  f'rmih  u 

altbelointo  ullhr  Fnmb  RrpuUk. 
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Mr  Church  Is  under  the  first  anack  of  the  Gouc.  He 
unites  in  love  to  you  and  dear  Kli/a. 

I  am  my  dear  Brother 

your  affectionate  sister 

Anc;fuca  ChL'RCH. 

F!nf;land  had  declared  war  upon  France*  and  thif  was  noc 
without  its  inHuenci*  u|>on  the  demcKrats  or  French  ijrm- 
parhi/cfN,  as  well  as  the  patriots  abroad.  Angelica  Church 
wrote  from  L<»iulon:  '*My  heart  heats  with  anxiety  and 
tV.ir.  Ihe  Anu-ricans  here  s[H-ak  of  a  war  between  chit  coun- 
try and  one  a  thousand  fold  dearer  to  me  which  Hrainrfi 
a\ert.  In  if  m  set  pie  me  of  this  an  order  from  the  Briash 
Court  has  been  issued  to  take  all  ships  heading  for  France 
or  her  Col(»nies.  Show  this  to  Hamilton  and  bid  him  write 
til  me  for  he  is  t<K)  silent." 

This  action  Ud.  nor  only  to  much  interference  widi 
i-i>nunerce,  but  muth  injustice  was  done  to  American  ful^ 

jt  Its. 

The  interference  with  American  shipping  by  EngUtk 
cruisers  mi-mt  entirely  stop|H-d,  and  during  the  war  with 
France  this  was  often  m(»st  (»H'ensive.  Mr.  Richard  OInT 
was  a  pros|H-roiis  merchant  in  New  ^'ork»  but  after  the 
French  Ke\olution  he  attempted  to  take  his  family  back  for  a 
\isit.  with  disa^reeable  results  which  he  communicated  to  kti 
frif-nJ.  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  was  also  his  lawyer,  in  tbii 
pathc  rio  letter : 

Ruh'ird  (Jli\y  fo  AUxander  Hamilton 

n^imomi.  S€f  il 

I  here  i-oiiM  not  |V)\sihlv  Im*  two  more  astounding 
tr  j*<rs  f'lr  w^  th-m  rh.ir  frtirn  Ne\%  ^'ork  to  Dartmouth  to  whadl 
pljif  \\v  h.iM-  Utn  brought  .iffi  r  {5  days'  passage;  the 
interest   and    kindness   with   whuh  you   have  honored  wuf 
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family  make  it  my  duty  to  give  you  a  faithful  account  of  the 
c^xnts  that  have  happened  to  us  since  we  left  happy  America, 
that  beautiful  part  of  the  world  in  which  Providence  hai 
placed  men  who  do  honor  to  humanity! 

We  were  sailing  with  perfect  security  under  a  flag  that  we 
believed  to  be  more  than  ever  respected  in  Kuropc,  since 
generous  America  had  covered  the  ocean  with  her  vessels  in 
order  to  succour  England  by  sending  her  the  large  quantity 
of  provisions  she  lacked.  Personally  I  was  perfectly  tran- 
quil lundinurbed  ?]  being  provided  with  a  passpon  from 
Col.  Barclay,'  under  whose  protection  1  thought  tn  be  secure 
from  all  persecurion  in  regard  to  the  tinie  at  which  I  had 
efnigratec];  at  the  entrance:  to  the  t'hannel  we  were  met  by 
the  British  Cruiser  Fly,  Captain  Thomas  Duval,  homeward 
bound  from  the  African  Coast;  he  sent  Captain  jan  Landon 
on  board  the  Georgia  to  examine  all  her  papers  with  strict  at- 
trnrion,  having  found  them  all  correct  he  allowed  us  to  pro- 
ceed; the  examining  officer  told  Capi"  I)u\al  that  there  was 
a  FretKh  family  <>n  board,  and  that  M*"  Olive  had  not  left 
hei  bed  ttnce  leaving  N,  York;  we  were  quite  close  to  the 
En^ish  frigate;  it  was  perfectly  calm;  Capt"  Duval  came 
OR  Doard  wth  bis  surgeons  to  oflrr  assistance  to  M"  Olive 
with  a  grace  that  yet  adorns  mankind.  In  this  gallant  and 
pncroua  officier  of  His  Majesty  I  showed  all  that  I  must 
Baturally  feel  in  such  circumstances;  he  was  short  of  pro- 
TJaiofH,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  offering  him  half  of  itijne. 
and  during  the  5  days  that  we  were  within  reach  there  was  a 
oooiinual  engagement  of  proceedings  in  no  wise  hurtful  and 
that  leave  no  trace  but  those  of  reciprocal  cMcem;  Monsieur 
Duval,  a  young  officer  wht>«e  merit  shows  itself  in  splic  of 
grrat  tnodettv'.  Is  that  one  sent  hv  Lord  Nclviin  overland  tn 
India  after  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  and  who  went  and  returned 
•o  pfomptly;  this  fan  alone  proves  that  he  Iv  unc  of  the  mint 
dMnguiihed  officers;  1  ha^e  infinite  pleasure  Mnnsieiir.  in 
gmog   you   these   details    before   telling   vou   their   hideous 


The  Fly  was  r»early  out  of  sight  when  we  were  stopped  by 
•  Banlar,  II   B   M   Coonil  GnMraJ  al  Ihit  llm  ud  unia  ill*. 
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n^o  cutters,  calling  themselves  cutters  of  the  King.  Thtr 
sent  two  boats  aboard;  they  examined  our  papers  and  having 
found  them  all  correct  ordered  us  to  proceed.  Capcaia 
I.andon  was  working  the  ship  ahead,  when  upon  iccofid 
thcmghts  he  was  ordered  to  stop,  and  scx>n  after  they  boarded 
Us  in  numlxrrs  in  order  to  take  us  into  Danmouth,  whi 
rt-aihcd  the  evening  of  the  17th  August.  I  could  fill 
pages  with  the  account  of  the  barbarous  treatment  my  family 
endured  from  the  twi»  lieutenants  commanding  these  nit> 
cutters,  armed  by  pri\ate  indi>iduals  and  hirea  out  to  riir 
King.  We  were  confined  to  the  ship  twelve  days  and  twelve 
nights,  without  hoMint^  anv  communication  with  anyoor 
^hatscHver;  M"'^  <  )li\e  and  her  daughters  were  searched 
in  their  IhhIs  and  theinseUes  searched  to  the  skin;  they  forced 
themseUes  into  the  cai)in  where  mv  sick  wife  lav,  in  order  to 
rol)  her  tor  three  iiavs  of  the  onlv  ser>ant  she  had.  I  mas  then 
esiortrd  r<>  i.ind;  in  shf>rt.  t<iu  jrds  us  they  violated  the  Rights 
of  Njiinris.  the  Rights  t»t  Men,  the  protection  of  passpom, 
the  KiL:hts  of  decinix  ;ind  e\en  the  rights  of  humanity*  In 
\ain  I  asked  to  sec  the  ( lovernor,  the  Commander,  the  Mag- 
iNtrjtes,  with  rears  of  rai:e  and  despair;  our  two  tyrants  re- 
phrd  with  an  itiMilnriL:  smile  that  rt  was  the  way  of  the  service; 
at  last  I  nKina::i-il  v*  ^et  a  Utter  to  Monsieur  Rufus  Kll^ 
>(>iir  Anibassjilof.  tilling  him  in  the  confusion  of  my  gnrf 
that  I  had  no  ilaini  ii|x>n  his  prnti  ctinn  except  that  my  fanuhr 
hail  the  hnrvir  nt  his  ai  •jwaintanie,  and  that  two  of  my  chil* 
dren  were  l>«»rn  in  his  iiiun(r\ ,  he  liid  not  |ov-  a  moment  and 
applud  to  I.r>ril  ."^t  \invcnt  wirh  an  interest  and  kindness 
rhar  filled  ni<-  with  m  nritTu  nts  that  no  words  can  eipress, 
tlniN  e\rn  in  I  ufupe,  M'lnviiiir,  \riurua  still  protects  mv 
u:;'-  r'-.inari   r.iii.il.  ,  wfuiT  il-i  Wf   ni»r  *.wr  this  src«»nd  father* 

I  ii.inL^  ^  •  NIr  Kmil'  jViI  t>>  M«in^u  tir  I)u\ al  wh<»  also  took 
TTMaurt^.  -A I  .ir«  •■!!  I.iT'..l.  .in«l  jri  i:urtini*  with  ci»mfumf^ 
r  >K*  r.^  *  iLiv.irir^^  oii  ?:'•  p.irr  ft  all  (hr  reputable  inhahit- 
.!•'•-  !  I )  :*"•■  wrh.  .iri^l  •  ■■  •  n  Tr-  -in  thi-  jx  "pU  .  who  ha\e  been 
T     i  ■  ?  ?:■«     «  ■•  rir\  ••!  thi  x\K'i  r.\'  n  who  are  a  disgrace  tu  thesr 
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The  governor  has  taken  in  my  xvto  eldest  (laughters  and 
«c  are  now  amongst  nublr  and  generous  Knglish,  awaiting 
orders  from  the  Admiralty. 

Captain  Landun  left  three  days  ago  fur  London,  he  was 
held  pruoner  several  days;  this  estimable  Captain  redoubled 
his  curuidc radon,  exertions  and  attentions  towards  my 
family  in  our  distress.  I  and  mine  owe  him  eternal  grati- 
tude. Without  the  slightest  ceremony  they  deprived  me  of 
all  my  books,  my  private  papers,  not  leaving  me  a  single  one, 
and  that  without  taking  an  inventory,  without  a  receipt, 
without  a  soul  to  represent  me  during  the  examination. 
They  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  two  lieutenani«  in  a  lodging 
hoosc;  dead  oak  leaves  could  nut  be  neglected  with  less 
care. 

I  expect  justice  from  the  Government,  if  necessary  1  will  go 
to  Lxindon  to  obtain  it;  if  not  for  myself  for  those  who  in  the 
future  might  experience  similar  persecution. 

I  should  not  know  Europe  again,  ah!  Monsieur,  how  it  is 
all  changed!  This  town  had  150  ships.  At  this  moment 
niae  onlv  are  being  equipped  for  Newfoundland;  the  people 
are  tired  of  war,  they  sigh  and  long  for  peace;  everything 
tft  at  a  standstill;  children  and  old  men  -such  would  de- 
scribe  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  Everyone  speaks  with  a 
kind  of  en*y  of  the  prosperity  nf  the  L'nited  States,  in  all  n>n- 
t-vriation  it  is  disputed  and  asked  which  counit)-  ufTers  the 
greatest  tesources  ?  as  if  each  one  bad  thoughts  of  leaving; 
I  am  telling  >-ou  the  exact  truth;  I  also  expect  m  tind  many 
changes  in  my  own  country,  but  I  had  no  idea  nf  jll  ihat  I 
•K«  here.  I  beg  you  to  present  the  m<»*t  respectful  regards 
fram  my  family  to  Madame  Hamilton  and  to  M""  Church. 
wfiow  kindness  will  never  he  effaced  fruni  our  hearts. 

With  assurance  of  profound  respect  Monsieur,  I  am 
Vour  very  humble  &c  obedient  servant. 

Rich".  Olive. 
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All  this  time  revolutionary  clubs  were  forming,  and  a  lar|^ 
part  of  thi*  i'ominunity  was  in  sympathy  with  the  "liurt 
repui>lii/*  * 

An^rliiM  C'hurch  wrote,  Januar)'  i,  i7QJf  tn  her  mtrr 
tVoni  London: 

Ihr  rn-nch  are  maiL  hut  I  have  a  great  curiosit)'  to  be 
wrii  infonnni  in  wh:it  li^ht  they  are  regarded  by  the  ma- 
jorirv  of  Anu'rii'a  and  wiiat  is  the  opinion  of  the  discrrning 
ti'w.  ^'ou  ha\r  intrlli^cni't*  at  hand.  Alexander  can  trll 
you  all.  I  hiMT  the  laiohlns  ha\e  already  made  a  thrust  at 
him,  hut  that  he  di-t'cnded  himself  with  vigour. 

A  year  lattr  she  wrotr: 

# 

If  you  r\rr  nuct  Mr.  ILiihe  the-  printer  pray  tell  him  that 
in  Fr.inii-  rlu-v  '^.iv  that  l.unhin  cluhs  are  the  center  of  tr* 
ilitiMTi  .itui  (h(  V  an-  ««ti|>|Mc-ssc  il  hv  the  Convention  amid  the 
appl.iUM  :mu1  Ml-vsin^^  of  thr  |M*op|c*  this  will  he  a  %en 
ai:rri-.iMc*  artuli-  to  his  supporters  the  Jacfihin  democrats. 

Irtftrsun's  lift-  in  Franif  admirahly  fitted  him  as  leader 
fnr  rhr  si^-i-.illitl  "  k«-pul>litan"  par'y  at  home.  In  his 
'Wiitis  (tn  Xir^inij*'  his  lontrmptuous  state  uf  miikl  is  a^ 

'    I  ■•  •    «.:vv    '.  :.'j.'«i  ;.>     •    I.' ■•:».>  yr    T  "ni'.r'ir.'J/.   N-i     37*.   •  Kfc4*T.    I^QV  •'* 

I  '       f'  I-     >.  .      ■  .  f   I    •   :*,r-;   ■!   .-.   f    :r  i.'rnj,  iir.r  if  tiar   Ceitrd  fCMn  ftf 

!  --•  .■:••'  I  «     .■    1"    J  •      'r  r. 

ll  ".'•      '  .■'■  ■■..''.  i    '"  r  »  s'  X*  .;*h— -rr.t  t4    \-rwT&aa   lA«-*» 

I   ■  •         .-    ■         \     «■■.    .  .,•'•■       '.     :.'.-    -j-r  J    r    ..t    f«^  .fr   %v    tTMf*  "1 


X  ' 


\    *  .*«  •  I'. ■  ►  iij      ,••'*■     •       -.'  'r---  r.*  '.r    .-    .   v.f    war     k?   ift  f.*«i 

.■....,.  ...  *^  AV  «"   A  !:■••-     i  'hit  «c  Mtff   * 
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parent,  and  on  his  rerum  he  iicgan  the  attack  on  the  so> 
called  "monarchical  party,"  in  other  words,  the  Federalists. 
Imbued  with  more  or  less  of  the  discontent  and  revolution- 
ary feelings  of  those  in  France  who  had  just  murdered  their 
king,  he  was  quite  ready  to  lend  himself  to  the  disorder  that 
bad  been  stirred  up  by  the  French  agents  in  the  United  States. 
Edmond  Charles  CJenei,'  representing  the  French  Republic, 
laitdcd  in  Charleston.  South  Carolina,  April  9,  1793.  with 
his  pockets  hllcd  with  blank  commissions  and  appointments, 
and  lilted  out  the  privateer  Emhus^aJe,  which  patrolled  the 
coast  and  captured  an  English  merchantman,  which  it 
•Dok  into  Philadelphia.  This  city,  which  was  then  full  of 
ttnigrti  and  French  sympathizers,  including  the  redoubtable 
Talleyrand,  was  in  a  state  of  tnind  to  eugtrly  welcome  the 
vwashbuckling  Ctcnct,  who  tied  his  vessel  up  tf*  the  Market 
Street  wharf,  all  decorated  with  the  insignia  of  the  revolu- 
bonisa  «  home.  The  bow,  stern,  and  t<ip  of  the  foremast 
f>f  the  EmbuKtiJf,  wc  learn,  were  adorned  with  lilwrty  caps, 
while  inscriptions  were  attached  to  other  parts  of  the  ship, 
bB  brraihtng  of  extravagant  promises  of  liberty,  e(|uality.  and 
fraternity.  .\  body  of  leading  citizens,  headed  by  Jefferson 
and  GovrrrK>r  Mifflin,  and  including  Clement  Biddle.  Riiten- 
house,  Dallas.  Dulunceau,  and  others,  hrattily  wetcomed  the 
Fmtrh  minister  with  salvos  of  artillery  and  fulsome  speeches; 
sikI,  without  wailing  until  he  hail  presented  his  credentials 
■>  President  Washington,  he  accepted  an  invitation  to  din- 
IKT,  wttich  was  a  remarkably  disorderly  event.  Washington'* 
gecrption  of  the  man  was  dignified  but  freezing,  and  (tenet's 

*C— mMM  Morrii  bwl  t«km  limrt't  irxatuie  l»^..fr  hr  (*iw  l.j  Ihc  I-'unrd 
taaa^MidMBlclMtlu  Wuiiinclcrfi  irtiitm  January  V,  i;vl.  uU  "I  faanarm  M 
GaaA  tad  b*  ha*  dtawd  «mb  ■»  uiur  I  had  ihr  |-Uaiu(r  >■(  mtiutc  i"  Y^t  ■•n  ibf 
Mk«I^^Mk.     H*hw,l  ihinh.  in.«<>((m>u>th«ii>l>IIitt.  aiul^iuoiIlHrin 

1^  m  %t*  l*Mh  Ifc*  — it  >"A  tA  an  apitsrt       M>  [rtcnA  Ibr  MaTr<lul  dt 

9l0m  ^mt  *M  mt  i^t  ii  Cmm  «•*  •  (Ink  a)  C.iiOt>r*winiini  in  tu>i>A>T  nhtle 
^■iMijaf  War.'— "tMa/rand  l.cun«ut  (iuutmwur  Mi^rak,"  kiL  II.  )i.  ij. 
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embarrassment  was  funher  increased  by  finding  pictures  of 
the  dead  king  upon  the  walls  of  the  executive  mansion.  Hit 
indignation  knew  no  bounds,  and  this  *' insult**  was  ociIt 
made  bearable  by  the  kind  sympathy  of  his  new  friends,  and 
anr»ther  public  dinner,  which  must  have  been  a  %*rricablr 
saturnalia.  One  of  the  dishes  was  a  roast  pig«  w*hich  CflCiin 
prcK-eedi'd  to  stick  with  his  knife«  meanwhile  cr>-ing,  '*T)f- 
rant!  tyrant!**  He  then  placed  upon  his  own  head  a  librftr 
cap,  which  was  transferred  to  the  heads  of  the  ochrrs  ia 
turn,  while  the  "Marseillaise**  was  sung  by  the  half-cnvd 
party. 

The  state  of  popular  feeling  was  incredible,  and  the  Jacobia 
clubs,  which  represented  the  disorderly  majonr)\  lost  no 
op|x»rtunity  of  praising  (tenet,  and  encouraging  him  in  hn 
obstinate  course  of  fitting  out  pri\ateers  to  prey  upon  Kngiiik 
commerce.  So  bad  did  this  In-come  that  Chief  Justicr  Jar 
was  obliged  to  issue  a  warning,  and  declared  it  the  duljr  d 
all  grand  juries  tr>  prosecute  pers<ms  guilty  of  such  %'ioUb 
(»f  the  laws.  Knglish  pri/es  were  restored  to  their 
and  e\rn  letfi-rscm.  who  had  silently  encouraged  the  rabbk, 
siowiv  ri-aii/t*d  (hat  he  was  Secretary  of  State,  and  tardih 
ailmonisheil  ( lenet. 

The  iniTediiiie  arrogance  and  impudence  of  this  iiulividiul 
was  such  that  he  threatened  to  appeal  from  the  Prrsidrflt 
and  his  ad\is(rs  to  the  p«*ople;  but  luckily  the  noisy  wA 
W.IS  then  really  in  the  minority,  and  crM>ler  reason  prevaflcd. 
Hetnre  this  j»<»mi  had  In-en  reached,  h<iwevrr,  (tenet  a^ 
tnnptrtl  to  fit  out  the  Knglish  prize  that  had  been  setttd  by 
the  hr^i'^u  \tiJr^  which  he  called  the  I.tttle  Sarah  or  iVftf 
Dr**:'  f  :t.  Hamiltim,  \%ho  had  sCcmhI  shoulder  to  shouUtf 
with  Washington,  here  asserted  himself.  The  situatioa  il 
MiriwTK  li  up  in  a  letter,  written  by  the  Secrctar)'  of  the 
ur\  to  Kufus  King: 
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AUxanJer  Hamilton  to  Rufus  Ktng' 

PlIILAPRLPHI*.  Ant    'J.  '7«>- 

Dear  Sin:  The  post  of  to-day  brought  mc  your  lettrr  of 
the  loch,  but  )  was  too  much  engaged  to  reply  to  it  by  return 
of  post. 

The  fact*  with  regard  to  Mr.  (Jenet's  threat,  to  appeal 
frotn  the  Preiidrnt  to  the  people,  stand  thus: 

On  Saturday,  the  tnh  of  July  Ust,  the  warden  of  (his  port 
fvponed  to  Govenuir  Mifflin  that  the  brig  Ltttle  Sarah,  since 
called  the  Prtil  Demotrat  (an  Knglish  merchant  vessel, 
mountitie  from  two  to  four  guns,  taken  off  our  coast  by  the 
French  frigate  the  AmhutfoJe,  and  brought  into  this  port), 
had  very  materially  altered  her  military  cquipmcnt.<i,  having 
then  founecn  iron  cannon  and  six  swivels  mounted,  and  it 
being  understood  that  her  crew  was  lo  consist  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  men. 

Governor  Mifflin,  in  consequence  of  this  information, 
KM  Mr.  Dallas  to  Mr.  CJenet  to  endeavor  to  prevail  upon 
him  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  for  detaining  the  vessel  in 
port,  without  the  necessit)-  of  employing  for  that  purpose 
military  force. 

Mr.  Dallas  rcponed  to  (jovcrnor  Mifflin  that  Mr.  Genet 
h»d  ab«olutely  refused  to  do  what  had  in-en  requested  of  him, 
that  he  had  t>een  very  angry  and  intemperate,  that  he  had 
eocnplaiited  of  ill>treatmcnt  from  the  government,  and  had 
dedartd  that  "he  would  appeal  from  the  I'rri>id(-ni  lo  the 
lie;"  tnentioncd  his  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  three 
\  of  the  line,  observing  that  he  would  know  how  to  do 
cc  ID  his  countni-,  or,  at  least,  he  had  a  frigate  at  his  com- 
d.  af>d  amid  easily  wiihdraw  himself  from  this;  adding 
Im  he  would  not  advise  an  attempt  to  take  possesMun  of  the 
pcHdt  u  it  would  be  resisted. 
The  tcfiual  was  so  peremptory  that  (tovernor  Mifflin,  in 
;  of  it,  ordered  out  1 10  men  for  the  purpose  of 
uion  of  the  vessel. 
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I'his  conviTsation  Ix-rwixn  (tenet  and  Dallas  was  iff 
r(*|Mat(*ii  In-  (itruTal  Miffiin  to(ti-ncral  Knox  the  day  follow 
in^,  and  tin-  day  at'tcr  that  the  governor  confirmod  dli 
di'ilaration  with  regard  tn  appealing  to  the  pcoplc» 
that  M>mething  like  the  threat  to  do  justice  to  hit  i 
hy  means  of  the  ships  of  the  line  was  thrown  out  by  Mr. 
( tenet,  hut  shciwed  an  unwillingness  to  be  explkif  oa  Ais 
point,  ohjecting  to  a  more  particular  disclosure*  that  i 
tend  to  bring  Sir.  Dallas  int<i  a  scrape. 

Mr.  JeHViNon.  on  Sunday,  went  to  Mr.  Genet,  ll 
t(»  pre\ai!  upon  him  to  detain  the  Prht  Demoer^  HHB  die 
President  cnulil  return  and  deciile  upon  the  case,  IniI«  wlfr 
JctfVrsnn  at'trrwards  cnnimunicated,  he  absolucdjr 
ti>  gi\e  a  promise-  of  the  kind,  saying  only  that  she  w 
prohahly  he  rcadv  t(»  depart  hefore  the  succeeding  We 
d.i\.  the  da\  ot' the  President's  e\|H-cted  retum.  T1m» 
e\i-r.  Mr.  Ictiersnn  omstrued  into  an  intimaoon  dl 
\\i»uld  rmiain.  Mr.  |c  He  rson  alsf>  informed  that  Mr. 
h.id  hc-cn  \erv  unrt  asnnahle  and  intemperate  in 
\trs.irinn  (though  he  did  not  descend  to  particidan)* 
th.ir  Dallas  h.id  likewise  Told  him  (Mr.  |efferson)  that 
h.iil  dcclaud  he  w(»uld  ap|H*al  from   tne   President 

|Hiiple. 

i  he  Ptt.t  Dt^*:'..f,it^  instead  of  remaining  as  Mr 
si>n  h.id  ioniliitlcd,  t'c-ll  down  to  C*hester  previous  to  the  We^ 
m  ^d.iy  rctVrrcd  ri>,  where  she  w.is  when  the  Pretidi 
turned  A  It  rn  r  was  written  to  Mr.  (tenet.  h\  order 
Prt-siiit  nr,  infornimi:  him  that  the  cav  of  the  %esi 
orht  r^',  was  uriiii  r  it»riMdi-rarion.  and  desiring  that  she  mifki 
!•(  til  raini  d  iinrd  In-  shoidil  lonu-  to  a  decision  about  her,  but 
rhi'^  n  .pjiMtioti  was  disre^anlcd.      She  departed  in  defiaiKV 

<•!  If 

I  ::i-. I  tin N  d(  rail  that  \(iu  ma\  ha\e  the  whole  subject  brfc4f 
\>>ti.  iMir  I  iann«it  aiirh«iri/r  vim  to  make-  use  of  it  all.  TV 
(  Hi  uiTi^r.irut  *A  rhi-  li  rtt-r  mav  Im-  ornitrrd  It  ma%'  be  \^ 
^'t  ni  r.ill*.  rluif  a  re  luiNiri'in  was  riiaiic-  of  Mr.  ( teiKt.  b%  or3(f 
ft  rh(  I'rt^iiiinr.  \**x  rhi  dcrcnfmn  of  the  \essel.  All  ikit 
part.  h«tw(\cr,  whuh  is  siond  or  underlined,  may  be  frrrif 
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made  up.  This  part  is  so  circumstanced  as  to  take  away  all 
KTuptcs  of  personal  or  political  delicacy.  'Tis  not  so  much 
with  the  rest.  It  can  therefore  only  be  confidently  disclosed 
to  persons  whose  discretion  may  be  relied  on,  anil  whose 
knowledge  of  it  may  be  useful. 

It  is  true  (as  you  have  heard)  that  things,  if  possible  still 
n>orc  insulting,  nave  since  been  done  by  Mr.  (ienet;  but  of 
this  at  present  no  use  can  l>c  made,  no  more  than  of  some 
antecedent  transactions  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  exceptional. 
llie  mass  would  confound  Mr.  (lenet  and  his  associates. 
Perhaps  it  may  not  be  long  before  a  promulgation  will  take 
place. 

I  am  of  opinion  with  you  that  the  charge  ought  to  be  in- 
dftcd  upon, 

P.  S.^-Thc  case  does  not  require  the  naming  (irncral 
Knox  or  myself,  and  it  will  therefore  not  be  done.  It  is  to  be 
observed  (hat  the  equipments  of  the  P^tit  D^wjituI  are,  in 
tcricirst  sense,  an  original  lilting  out.  She  was  bi-fore  a 
merchant  vessel;  here  she  was  converted  into  a  vessel  com- 
missioned for  war,  of  considerable  force. 

General  Schuyler,  who  was  in  .Albany,  wrote  from  that 
ptacv,  December  15,  179J,  to  his  son-in-law: 

Mv  Dear  Sik:  I  am  happy  that  the  children  are  safely 
arrived  with  you.  1  hope  that  you  and  my  Kli/a  are  in 
health. 

The  president's  message  of  the  jtb  has  leachcd  us.  I  am 
tejoicea  that  he  has  been  wi  ex|>liiit  n-laiivc  tu  ilie  French 
anarchists.  The  parties  here  who  h;id  Imldlv  J^^^■rted  that 
the  imputation  of  an  appeal  to  ihr  |H-opU-  was  3  fabniation 
to  injure  the  French  cause,  stand  abashed,  -  and  I  am  per- 
suaded thai  Cicnet's  intemperance  has  srned  the  Kidrral 
interest  instead  of  injuring  !(. 

We  are  all  in  health  and  join  in  lo%e.  My  .-Vngclua  is  per- 
Icctty  happy,  and  \rry  lively. 

1  am  Sir  Your  Affectionate 

Ph.  .'>i  iiuvtFR. 
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Ctenct*s  ofTcnsive  methods  were  such  that,  in  1793.  the 
IVi-siiicni  issued  a  pnK'lamation  cif  neutrality,  referred  10  in 
Schuyler's  IctttT,  and  which,  though  distasteful  to  the  Demo- 
crats who  called  it  an  "edict  of  royalty,"  put  an  end  to  his 
activities,  lie  was  succeeded  hy  Jean  Antoine  Faucbef. 
a  less  explosive  and  more  rational  man,  who  reprcsemrd 
the  repuhlic  in  1794  95,  and  by  Pierre  Auguitui  Adct  in 
17^5  <)7.  This  latter  made  an  issue  of  the  treaty  of  1778, 
and  presented  a  note  from  the  Directory  which  "declared 
that  the  flag  of  the  repuhlic  would  treat  all  neutral  flap  as 
they  permitted  themselves  to  Ih-  treated  by  the  Kngtiih." 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  Washington,  with  all  kit 
e\p«*rii'nce  (»f  ( lenet,  should  have  received  either  of  the  two 
LiTiT  representatives  of  the  republic  as  he  did.  The  papen 
of  the  d;iy  refer  to  the  presentation  by  AdeC  of  a  **  beautiful 
fl.i^(»('  silL  the  iri-co|or,*'  and  print  Washington*!  fraccnul 
aiul  sympathetic  res|>onse  to  Adet*s  speech;  but  it  is  to  be 
supposid  that  diplomacy  of  this  kind  was  a  necessity,  chough 
;i  distjsti-ful  comession  to  j  cause  which  both  he  and  the 
Kedtralists  generally  alMiminjted.  The  activity  of  the  press 
at  the  time  was  ceaseless,  and  no  <K'casiun  was  lost  to  lam- 
|XN)ri,  either  in  letter,  press,  or  caricature,  the  go%*emfnem 
or  its  iipponents.  |cMVrson  e\en  coming  in  for  his  share.  He 
was  held  up  t(»  riilicule  in  a  broadside  entitled  Ohstrx-aiions  cm 
thr  Di  futf-  ht\ift'fi  thf  I'fiiuJ  Stiitri  and  hrame  by  Harper, 
uhikh  idntairidi  aw  es|H-cially  stinging  caricature.  Numef- 
oils  fpfhf  r  l<r<Milsiii(  s  alsn  ap|H*ared  one  of  them  bearing 
th(  (itlt.  "  I  hf  (twiljotine  or  a  DemcK'ratic  Dirge,"  which 
u.is  |uiMis|i(ii  h\    I  hotnas  Kraihurd  in  Philadelphia,  in  17Q6. 

It  1^  liirfii  iilr  t'l  KiriifiM-  tin-  discomfort  of  th«>^  who  had 
(l.iil;  r>>  AiMK  -s  rh(  \**\\  itnitation  of  the  df>ings  in  Paris  dur- 
iri;'  tli(  l\' -'Ti  I't  Icrror  Svinpathy  with  the  specious  and 
;"  fur'    -jL^    ii"vrririts  arui  ttathings  of  the  French 
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'»♦'    til   ih*    llAf(«<fk  .<■ 

and  \am  vwn*  4II  .*ri««>i<  ..f 


J 
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\Vlu*n  tlu*  ilamiltnns  wrnt  to  Philadrlphia  with  the  odirr 
nu-nihiTs  of  the  Cabinet  thry  t'ound  thrmsi-Ucs  in  a  mrny 
throng  of  AfiTivMv  |H'oph'  who  t-ntc-rtaincd  frequently  aiul 
lavishlv.  I  hi*  Hin^hanis  aiul  their  e(»nneeti«»ns  were  chief 
amon^  the  non-oHicial  set  William  IlinKham  had  mar- 
rietl  the  heaiitifiil  yoiinf*  ilaiiji^hter  of  Ihcmias  Willing,  and 
after  tiieir  return  fmin  I!n);iarul  luiilt  a  grand  house,  and 
hiiher  Hoeketl  the  tharining  soeiety  which  Cha&trllux,  and 
other  writers,  (leiiared  ti»  hv  far  more  gay  and  agreeabk 
than  that  nf  New  ^'oik.  I  he  President  <KCupird  the  Morm 
hoiiM-,  aril!  immediateU  entered  ii|>«in  the  MK'ial  duiiei  ofhii 
othie.  I.exi-cs,  iliaw ini:-rfM)ms,  and  dinners  were  in  order. 
a  Mil  in  tluir  wav  weie  tlal>nrate  and  attraeti\r,  although  it 
is  stated  h\  niu'  i'a^pin^  i  ritu,  a  iaiiy  who  had  l>rcn  abroad, 
that  thr  r<Mitiis  win-  **di-spii.ilile**  and  "etiquette  wa«  not  to 
he  fdund.**  '  At  these-  fuiutions  we  find  the  *Madie«  of  die 
C*Miirt/*  as  the  V  wire  lalleil  jiv  Mrs.  |ohn  Adam«,  and  thete 
inihide  the  wi\rs  nf  the  C\il>itut  the  Hinghams  Willingt, 
Mi»rrists,  the  Misms  Allm  and  Chew,  *'Sallv'*  McKean, 
(Liui^hter  of  thr  Chit  f  justii'e,  anil  **  Dolly'*  Madison,  Mn. 
Stiwart,  H«nr\  Cl\mir,  James  ( ireenleaf*  (leorge  C1\iner; 
the  il(  iii^hrfiil  IrrMih  i;entiemen  who  were  in  Philadelphia, 
antl  \  .in  Iti-rkir,  l.ord  W\c(»mhe,  the  eldest  M>n  of  the  Mar- 
(jiiiN  (>t  l..insiln\stir,  who,  as  Lord  Shelhurnr,  did  ko  much 
to  fiiriher  the  trear\  **(  17^;,  and  the  Spanish  and  F*ortuguefC 
miniNtc-rN.  Ni  ithi  r  <  ienet.  Adit,  nor  Fauehet  seemed  Co  be 
in  \i»*h\  fa\or.  hriaiise  ol  the  ir  offc  nsi\r  eonduet. 

I  h( ophiliis  Hrailhurv  diNirilHil  a  men's  dinner,  given  by 
thi  Prrsuli  nt.  in  17  o<  ^^^  follows:  **!n  the  middle  of  the 
fi-trii  w.iN  pi.ut(l  .1  piiKi  of  t.iMt  tiir future  j|M>ut  m\  fret  locig 
antl  rw>>  t*  1 1  hrojd.  r<tiindrd  at  hiith  ends.  It  wa«  either  of 
\\>ii»%l  ;:iK!«  il  or   polishi  il  iTK  ral  raiscil  only  alxiuc  one  ii 
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with  »  silver  rim  round  ii  like  ihai  round  a  tea-board.  In 
the  cvntre  was  a  pedestal  of  plasccr  of  Paris  with  imagea 
upon  it  and  on  the  end  ttgures  male  and  female  of  the  same. 
It  was  veiy  elegant  and  used  for  ornament  only.  The 
diihes  were  placed  all  around  and  (here  was  an  elegant  va- 
riety of  roast  beef,  veal,  turkey,  ducks,  fowl,  ham,  puddings, 
jellies,  oranges,  apples,  nuts,  almonds,  tigs,  raisins  and  a 
variety  of  wines  and  punch.  We  took  our  leave  at  six,  more 
than  an  hour  after  the  candles  were  introduced.  No  lady 
but  Mrs.  Washington  dined  with  us.  We  were  waited  on 
by  four  or  five  men  servants  dressed  in  livery."' 

It  may,  perhaps,  have  been  this  very  dinner  of  which  the 
ascetic  William  Maclay,  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  in  his 
"Sketches,"  said:  "Dined  with  the  President  of  the  I'niied 
States.  It  was  a  dinner  of  dignity.  All  the  Senators  present, 
and  the  V^ice- President.  I  lool^cd  often  around  the  com- 
pany to  find  the  happiest  faces.  Wisdom,  forgive  me  if  I 
wrong  thee,  hut  I  thought  folly  and  happiness  were  the 
moM  nearly  allied.  The  President  seemed  to  bear  in  his 
countenance  a  settled  aspect  of  melancholy.  No  cheering 
ray  of  convivial  sunshine  broke  through  the  cloudy  gl'^om 
of  lettled  seriousness.  At  ever)'  interval  of  eating  and  drink* 
mg  he  played  on  the  tabic  with  a  fork  and  knife  like  a  drum- 
Mick." 

On  May  5,  ij^(),  at  the  rei]iicst  of  (irneral  Washington, 
Hamilton,  who  was  then  Sectetarv  of  the  i  rrasun,  pre- 
pared  a  code  of  ctitfuette  for  the  use  of  the  President.  This 
he  ptcfaced:  "The  public  good  requires,  as  a  primary  object. 
chat  the  dignity  of  the  office  should  be  supported.  Whai- 
rwr  is  essential  to  this  ought  to  Ik-  pursued  though  at  the 
fiftk  of  partial  or  momeniafy  dissatisfuL'tion.  But  care  will 
be  necesaary  to  avoid  extensive  disgust  or  disconieni.      Men's 
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minils  arc  prcpan-ii  for  a  prrtry  high  tone  in  the  demeanor 
of  the*  executive,  hut  I  ilcniht  whether  for  m)  high  a  icmc  as  in 
the  ahstract  might  Ih*  tlesirahle.  The  notions  ofequalit)*  arc 
yet,  in  my  opinion,  uny  general  and  tcM)  strong  to  admit  of 
such  a  distance  Inring  placed  hetween  the  President  and  other 
hranches  of  the  go\ernment  as  might  even  be  amsitirnt 
with  a  due  proportion.  The  following  plan  will,  I  think, 
steer  clear  of  extremes,  and  in\olve  no  ver)'  material  inctm- 
venitnces." 

He  then  suggested  that  then*  shf>uld  he  a  "levee  day  oner  a 
week  for  receiving  visits,"  and  that  the  President  should  rr- 
main  half  an  hour.  During  this  time  he  "may  convene 
cursorily  on  indiHVrent  suhjects."  A  mode  of  introductioa 
through  particular  officers  is  insisted  upon,  and  ru>  %'iuti  arc 
to  Iht  returned.  l'p*\n  the  anniversar)*  of  important  c^-cms 
of  the  Revolution  formal  entertainments  are  to  be  given,  but 
these  are  ntit  to  exceed  in  number  "twice  or  four  times  a 
year."  If  the  former  number,  the  Fourth  of  July  and  the 
Inauguration  Day  are  to  be  those  selected. 

If  an  « nn  rtainmcnt  is  to  Ih-  given  four  times,  the  day  of 
the  treaty  allianit-  with  France,  and  that  of  the  definitisc 
treaty  wirh  Hrirain  arc  to  be  added  to  the  other.     He  then 

m 

went  i»n  fn  reiommend  the  "methcKl  practiced  in  some  Eunv 
[Man  i'<»uir^."  which  involves  the  entertainment  of  forcipi 
niinistcrs  .md  other  distinguished  strangers.  Suggrstiom  at 
fM  till-  i^Mianie  of  invitations,  the  character  of  the  dmner- 
parTi«  N.  .irul  the  i]uesti<m  nf  rank  are  fully  g*>ne  into,  and  the 
iTi.irti  r  (*t  priii-derur  is  iiisiusM-d.  so  tar  as  the  mem  hers  of 
tht  S<  nati-  arul  the  Hi»use  of  Representatives  are  i-onccmed, 
.in.i.  wirh  f I  w  i.hant:e\,  the^e  nmventions  have  been  practK 
i.i'I'.  ••I'Hi  r  .f  J  up  to  the  beijinninti  of  the  past  decade. 

\\  a^fiinL't*>n  api^ared  tn  havi-  Inen  vrr\'  grateful  to  Haa^ 
iltiin  t"r  ull  (Ills,  and  in  a  n  piv  n.  nt  the  same  day  he  ftaid: 
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Dear  Sir;  1  br^  you  to  accept  my  unfeigned  thanks  for 
your  fncntlly  communications  of  this  date,  and  that  you  will 
penntt  me  to  entreat  a  continuation  of  them  as  occasions 
may  arise. 

Vhe  manner  chosen  for  doing  it  is  most  agreeable  to  me. 
It  ii  my  wish  to  act  right;  if  I  err,  ihc  head  and  not  the  heart 
thall.  with  justice,  be  chargeable. 

With  Kniimcnts  of  sincere  esteem  and  regard, 
1  am,  dear  Sir 

Your  obed'.  Scrv't 

Geo.  Washington. 


TTie  domineering  conduct  of  the  French  finally  became 
unendurable.  This  was  a  natural  result  of  a  variety  of 
cause* — not  the  least  nf  and  important  of  which  was  the 
supineness  and  venal  trickery  of  Kdmund  Randolph  who, 
when  Secretary  of  State  in  1794,  weakly  gave  way  to  the  im- 
pudent demands  of  Faucbet  and  Adet  as  far  as  he  could, 
despite  the  opposition  of  Hamilton  and  the  outraged  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet. 

RatKlolph's  undoing  occurred  in  a  dramatic  manner,  and, 
despilr  his  attempts  at  \indication  be  failed  completely,  and 
left  the  public  service  a  defaulter.  During  his  connivance 
with  Fauchet,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  latter,  in  which  be 
alleged  that  for  a  money  consideration  certain  intetrsis 
cimid  be  turned  (o  the  French;  that  owing  tn  llamiltim's 
activity  in  suppressing  the  Whiskey  Rebellion  he  wa^  hatcj 
bjr  every  one,  and,  in  fact,  it  was  but  a  plot  up«m  his  part 
■nd  dial  of  the  Federalists  to  exploit  himself  and  declare 
far  a  monarchy,  and  that  France  cnuld  easily  count  u|x>n 
popular  support.  These  and  other  absurd  statcmrnts  were 
embodied  in  the  foolish  letter,  rnfuiiunatrly,  when  on  its 
way  to  Fauchet,  the  vessel  which  earned  it  was  captured  hy 
an   English  vessel,  and  the  original   letter  was  sent  to  Mr. 


TIm» 
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This  i-on\rrs:iii(>n  lntut't*n  (icni-t  and  Dallas  was  in  iato 
rc-p-^tcil  l>y  (  KiUTal  Mirtlin  to  ( ic-ncral  Knox  the  day  foUovr- 
iii^,  ami  rhr  ilj\  at'tcT  that  thi*  governor  confiraicd  ihc 
iiiAlaraiion  with  rc-^anl  tn  appcalini;  to  rhc  people* 
that  something  like  tht*  threat  to  do  justice  to  hit  ( 
hy  inrans  of'  the  ships  of  the*  line  was  thnm*n  out  fay  Mr. 
(irnct.  I>iit  showi'il  an  iinwillin^nrss  to  he  explicit  on  dm 
pMnt.  ohtci'tin^  to  a  more  partiiular  disclosure,  that  it  would 
ti-nil  to  hrin^  Mr.  Dallas  into  a  scrape. 

.Mr.  jiHriNon,  on  Suruiav.  went  to  Mr.  Cietiet,  tocudcMor 
t(i  pr('\ail  upon  him  t(»  cUtain  the  Prtit  Dffnorrai  OMB  the 
Prisiilrnt  i-duiij  return  aiul  cldiili-  u|Hin  the  case,  but*  IS  Mr 
|(-ff'(  rsnn  at'trrw  arils  connnuniiatcd.  he  abtoluicijr 
til  i:i\i'  a  proinisr  ol'  the  Liml,  ^a\  inj;  only  that  she 
prohahly  hi-  nadv  tn  ih  part  before  the  succeedi 
(l.n,  the  (l.i\  of"  the  Presiiirnt's  (\|H-cted  return. 
e\er.  Mr.  |(tiirson  construed  into  an  intimation  fhM  At 
unulii  remain.  Mr.  |«  th  rstm  alsf>  informed  that  Mr. 
h.iil  lurn  \eiv  unreasonahle  and  intemperate  in  his 
\crsati(>n  f  though  he  did  not  descend  to  particulars)*  and 
that  Dallas  hail  likewise  told  him  (Mr.  Irfferson)  thatGnirt 
had  diAJariil  he  would  ap|H-al  from   tne    Preiidritt  ID  the 

IHiiplr. 

Ihe  /Vf.f  /)r»':' .  r,;f.  instead  of  remaining  as  Mr.  Jcflrr- 
v>n  haii  mniUidid.  till  down  ti>  Chester  prevKHis  lo  the  Wed- 
nc  sda\  retVrrtd  t<i.  where  she  was  when  the  PresideM  rr- 
turntd  .\  letti  r  was  written  to  Mr.  (lenet,  by  order  of  the 
Prt  sid(  nt,  infnrnun^  him  that  the  case  of  the  %esael,  amonK 
f»Th(r*«,  was  iindtr  mnsidt-ratinn.  and  desiring  that  she  might 
|tf-  di  (.line  d  iHMil  he  shdiiM  ionic-  to  a  decisi<in  about  her.  but 
thiN  ii>|uiMti<>n  W.IS  disr«  L;ard(  d.  She  departed  in  delta 
ft  It 

i  '^Wi  this  lie  rail  that  \iMi  ma\  ha \e  the  whole  subject  bef 
\<>ii,  Imit  1  i.timiir  auth<iii/c  \i»ii  tn  make  uv  of  it  all      "Vhr 
i  ir»  uTiiNT.irM   i'i  till   Icrni  mav  he  nnutted       It  mav  be  maJ 

■ 

Cr  111  i.illv  rli.ir  .1  n  >jijisiri<<n  w.is  niadi-  dI'  Mr.  ( leiKt.  bv  order 
ft  rfn  i'n  vi.il  nr.  tiir  tht  il(riiirii>n  of'  the  \r&wl.  All  that 
part.  li-'Wiwr.  whuh  is  siurtd  (*r  underlined,  may  be  frerljr 
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not  now  and  I  believe  never  will  be  the  interest  of  that  luiiaa 
to  see  France  domineer  over  us.-  It  cannot  be  iKe  interne 
of  the  former  ones  to  attempt  to  annex  their  states  lo  her 
dominions.  I  Inrlieve  we  are  more  valuable  to  her.  Muciul 
pMui  will  as  independent  states  than  we  would  be  as  colonics^ 
-  Indeed  the*  attempt  by  other  nations  to  subjugate  us  ap* 
pears  to  me  must  most  certainly  fail. 

I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  My  Dear  Elia 
and  the  Children  here  at  the  close  of  this  or  early  in 
week. 

(ickI  bless  you  all 

Yours  most  affectionately 

('h.  ScHt-YLCE. 

When,  in  I7(>w,  Adams  sent  Vans  Murray,  who  was 
erally  regarded  as  a  weak  and  incf»mpetent  man,  to  France 
t(i  ccintiniu*  ne^oiiations  there  was  much  dissacisfactian. 
( icneral  Si-hu\lrr  a^ain  addressed  Hamilton,  March  20» 
I7i^(/:  '*  Ihr  Presideni's  nomination  of  ambassador  to 
Franie  apfHars  lo  me  a  measure  replete  with  weakness  and 
inomsistencv.  and  has  in  my  opinion  degraded  hitnself  and 
his  country,  and  if  he  was  previous  to  the  nomination  ad* 
\ised  that  French  a^ent^  were  to  Ih-  sent  from  Hamburgh  ■> 
sow  discord,  and  create  insurrection  in  this  country,  his  ccm>- 
duct  meriis  epithets  nuuh  nifire  se\ere  than  weakness  and 
inii»nsi\trncv.** 

i- ranee  had,  meanwhile,  prown  tired  of  the  trouble,  and 
|vissililv  ht'sitarcii  lu'causr  c>|  the  ener^tic  preparation  for 
WAT  th.ir  had  Incn  alrcnlv  undertaken  in  the  I'niled  Scales 
Mtirrj\  was  realU  si-nt  in  response  to  a  hint  friMn  TaDry 
rand,  who  saw  the  drift  of  things,  and  the  ad%isabtbnr  c£ 
a^Midini:  .in  e\(><-nsivr  war  llanulton,  who«r  pobcT  had 
iM-c-n  t'l  [UiKfiil  in  siuh  a  wav  as  to  make  FratKT  tee  the 
(-rfiir  ct  fur  \\.i\n  jiul  hcrM-Jt  nuke  diplomatic 
was  alruii)    [ilannm^  defrnsixe  measures.     He,  as 
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the  other  Federalists,  was  naturally  incensed  when  Adams 
supinely  sent  some  one  to  actually  sue  for  peace,  thus  hu* 
miliating  the  nation  he  represented. 

Upon  the  ignominious  return  of  the  original  commission, 
whose  unsuccessful  efforts  only  widened  the  breach  that  had 
previously  existed,  the  exasperation  of  an  insulted  people 
puied  all  bounds  and  a  general  popular  movement  was 
sorted  to  furnish  ships  and  munitions  of  war.  Of  this 
commikiion,  Marshall  appears  really  to  have  been  the  only 
member  who  saved  its  face,  while  (lerry,  by  his  weakness, 
grrady  compromised  his  fellow  members. 

Washinfrton,  who  already  in  ijt)ii,  bad  been  appointed 
Command etMn^CbieT,  insisted  that  Hamilton  should,  as 
Ma)or-Generai.  come  after  him,  while  (ienerals  j'inckney 
and  Knox  were  to  follow  in  the  order  named.  President 
Adams,  who  even  then  disliked  Hamilton  intensely,  would 
tiot  endorse  Washington's  choice,  insisting  that  Knox  should 
be  the  iccond  in  command.  "He  refused  to  admit  that 
Hamilton  was  the  man  best  fitted  for  the  pisi.  and  was  so 
ronudered  by  the  Public;  be  plunged  himself  and  hit  party 
into  a  bitter,  personal  quarrel,  and  all  because  be  disliked 
Hamilton  and  was  enraged  at  the  opposition  of  the  Cabinet 
to  himself."  '  The  ultimate  result  was  that  Washin^iton 
pvc  his  ultimatum  that  Mamilion  should  have  ibc  plaic  or 
be  would  resign.  This  was  too  much  for  Adams  and  he  rt^ 
luctandy  gave  Hamilton  the  first  command. 

'  Lodfr'i  "Alrnwlrr  IUmilt[»."  p.  »o;. 
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Alexander  Hamilton  to  George  fyashingHm 


New  Yoax,  ^  ilifMl^  i; 

My  pfar  Sir:  A  necessary  absence  from  chii  Cin-  m^ 
vented  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  till  ^-cstrrdaf . 

It  is  \i-ry  gratefull  to  me  to  discover  in  each  prcccdmc  oc- 
currence a  new  mark  of  your  friendship  towards  me.  Tane 
will  evince  that  it  makes  the  impression  it  ou|(ht  on 

The  effect  which  the  course  of  the  late  military 
mint  has  prcnluced  on  («eneral  Knox  thou|(h  noc  vcfy 
expected  is  \ery  painful  to  me.     I  ha%'c  a  respectful 
of  his  pretentions  as  an  officer>-and  I  have  a  warm 
regard   for   him — My  emharrasment  is  not 
between  these  sentiments,  and  what  I  owe  to  a 
conduct  on  my  own  part,  both  in  respect  to  mjndf  and  io 
the  public. 

It  is  a  fact  that  a  number  of  the  most  influefKial 
ciur  affairs  wf>uld  think  in  waving  the  preference  f^cn 
I  aited  a  weak  part  in  a  perscmal  vein — And  General  Knos 
is  muih  mistaken  if  he  docs  not  believe  that  this  lenrimcm 
wnuld  emphatii-allv  prevail  in  that  Reeion«  to  whitli  ke 
suppryses  his  character  most  interesting^  1  mean  N 
land. 

^'et.  M\  Dear  Sir.  I  can  never  consent  to  see  *"oii 
cnmproniirtrd  nr  embarrassed-  I  shall  cheeffully  place 
nuself  in  \iiur  dispcisai.  and  facilitate  any  arrangcmcM  \om 
mav  think  fur  the  general  pwK]-  It  does  not  however  aecwi 
nc*cessar\  ti>  precipitate  an\  thing-  It  may  be  well  to  we  few 
wh.it  parr  (icneral  Pmckne\  will  act  when  he  arrives.^ 

i  he  Sicretjr\  at  War  has  sent  me  a  copy  of  General 
KriMx's  Ic-rrrr  rn  him  on  the  subject  of  his  appointment.^  It 
(i'Ts  nor  ahsiilurdv  decline,  but  implies  the  intention  to  don. 
unit  ss  a  Rule  of  rhe  late  Arm\  giving  in  cases  of  prognoCBom 
on  rhr  Kjnie  dj\  pri\arel\  accfirding  to  former  relative  rank 
In  iinil(-r^r'M»d  tn  i;i»\ern.     I  ha\e  advised  a  reply,  of  wbiiJi  a 

i<>|n    !<«  \\\K  l«»M-d 

1  he  CMfTirTu^Ninns  have  issued  sf)  that  no  alteration  can  be 
x\**Vk  made  js  between  GcneraU  Knox  and  Pine 
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were  not  the  aerious  difficulties  in  the  way    which  you  seem 
to  have  anticipated. — 

The  Secretary  at  War  has  proposed  to  the  President  a 
chance  of  the  plan  announced  in  the  first  instance — which 
may  bring  into  tmmediate  activity  the  Inspector  General  and 
General  Knox. — In  this  case  you  may  depend  upon  the  beM 
effons  in  mv  power  with  a  peculiar  attention  to  the  objects  you 
tnention  and  you  shall  be  carefully  and  fully  advised  of  what- 
ever it  interests  you  to  know. 

Cat  Walker  resides  at  present  in  the  Western  parts  of  this 
place.  He  is  occupied  in  some  important  agencies  for  per- 
sons abroad  which  render  it  doubtful  whether  he  would  now 
accept  .Military  emplovmoni.  lie  has  been  written  to  and 
will  be  proposed  for  the  command  of  a  Regiment—  is  in 
many  respects  very  desirable  in  the  capacif\'  you  mention. 
But  you  are  I  presume  aware  of  the  impracticability  of  his 
temper. — With  the  most  respectful  and  atTcctionate  attach- 
ment 1  have  the  honor  to  remain — 

My  dear  General  your  very 
obedt.  servt. 

AlcxandF-R  Hamilton. 
The  papers  sent  bv  you  are  now  returned. 

Tmtothy  Pickering,  then  a  member  of  Adams's  Cabinet, 
latcf  wrote  to  James  A.  Hamilton,  a  letter  which  has  not. 
■nbl  now,  been  published.  It  refers  in  a  conversation  held 
Willi  Adams  in  July,  17QX. 

Timothy  Pidmng  to  Jamrt  ,4.  HamtUon 

S*irw,  /«•*  i<.  tS»i 
DiAl  Sm:  I  forgot  whether  I  did  or  did  not  mcnti<in  to  vou 
Md  Jfour  rttother,  at  my  house,  what  pasted  between  Presi- 
4m  Adams  and  me.  In  July,  17QS,  in  relation  to  the  com- 
■Mld  of  the  little  army  which  Congress  were  then  about 
WdwilUiiig  to  be  raised 
A.  "Whom  shall  we  appoint  Commander-in-Chief?" 
f.  "Colonel  Hamilton-" 
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On  a  subsequent  day: 

A.  "Whom  shall  we  appoint  Commander-in-Chief 
I*.  "Colonel  Hamilton." 

On  a  third  dav: 

A.  "Whom  shall  we  appoint  Commander-in-Chief? 

l\  "Colonel  Hamilton." 

A.  "O  nfi!     It  is  not  his  turn  by  a  f^reat  deal.     I 
MMiniT  appoint  (lates,  or  I.ino»ln,  or  Ntorgan." 

V.  "(leneral  .Mf)rj:an  is  now  here  in  Congrest,  a  raj 
silk  man,  with  one  fcMit  in  the  grave.  He  di»tinpiblMd 
himself  as  a  bra\e  and  giMnl  officer  in  the  Revolubooary 
War;  and  his  present  infurmities  may  be  owing,  in  part,  to 
the  hardships  then  endured:  \hix  his  talents  would  nr^'cr  co- 
tifle  him  to  rise  lu  v(»nd  the  command  of  a  brigade** — "at  faf 
(laus,  he  is   now   an  old  uoman— and   Lincoln  is  ahran 

eep 

To  mv    answers,   in    these    short   dialogues,   Mr.    Adanf 

m 

made  no  reply,  except  once,  as  just  recited.  My  ansmn 
marked  with  dfUiMe  cf»mmas,  are  xethaUm  as  I  utfcml  ihcv- 
Mv  ohser\atii»ns  on  Morgan,  as  above  stated,  exhibit  pfe- 
cisely  the  ideas  I  expressed;  but  I  cannot  undertake  to  p%t 
the  \erv  ufirds;  tho'  I  am  sure  thev  were  substantiallT  as 
alH»\e  written. 

It  \%as  friim  these  recurrences  that  I  first  leartird  Mr. 
Adams's  extreme  aversion  to  or  hatred  of  vour  father. 

( ieneral  \\  ashin^ton  was  appointed  to  the  chief  cotninafid. 

I  wrote  him  a  letter  to  apprise  him  of  the  necessitr  of  hn 

interivisition  to  secure  to  \our  father  that  place  in  ttir  amri 

to  uhiih  hf  was  entitled     the  second  when  he  was  prrsem. 

and  the  titNt  in  hiv  absence.      I  his  first  letter  on  the  subicct 

\%.l^  t<tll<iwid   b\   (uhers  of  considerable  length;    srhrn  Mr 

.-Xilains  attc  iiipttd  tf»  derange  the  order  in  which  Washil|g;iaa 

hail  til  ^is:nated  the  three  ma  for  ( lenerals  -  Hamilton— Piack- 

rif  V      Kn<»x.    and  to  male  it   Knox     PincLnev  —  Haauhoa. 

And   btAuiise   this  in\ersion  uas  not  effected,  Knox  tffaatJ 

to  ser^e.        I  ..  I     I'   w        I 

1  am,  .^ir,  \oiir  oiHil    Vt\ 

riMUTHY    PiC&UIIJIC 
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General  Schuyler,  on  July  16,  1798,  wrote  to  his  daughter: 

Many  ha%-e  been  the  conjectures  as  to  my  dear  Hamil> 
ton'*  %int  to  Philadelphia.  Some  believed  it  was  to  assist 
in  prevtnttng  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of  seditious  persons 
others  that  he  wished  to  converse  with  the  president  previous 
to  accepting  a  military  appointment.  I  imc  will  develop 
the  cause  of  his  journey.  General  W^ishington's  acceptani'e 
of  the  command  of  the  army  affords  great  satisfaction  to  the 
friends  of  order,  and  is  doubtless  cha|>rining  to  those  of  a 
contrary  complexion.  The  former  wishes  Col"  Hamilton 
•econd  in  command  as  that  would  place  them  perfectly  at 
case  as  to  our  tiiilitary  operations. 

Hamilton  now  started  in  upon  his  work  of  reorganizing 
an  army.  Fifteen  years  had  elapsed  since  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  gather  together 
a  serviceable  body  of  men  in  an  emergency.  However,  he 
applied  himself  to  his  difficult  ta«k. 

He  was  favored  almost  immediately  by  offers  of  service 
from  many  of  his  old  comrades  in  arms. 

Major  Tousard.  to  whom  reference  has  already  been 
made,  applied  at  once,  in  the  following  letter,  for  a  position 
neit  to  his  old  chief 

Lewii  TciUiarJ  I'j  AlfxanJrr  Hamilton 

riiiLtMLniu.   tiiptit  7th.  x;<^ 

DcAR  Sik:  I  was  extremely  sorr)'  that  my  being  on  a  public 
misisim  at  Baltimore  prtrvrntcd  my  waiting  on  you  when  you 
were  lately  in  Philadelphia,  and  presenting  you.  nr  rather 
to  the  whole  Army,  my  most  sincere  congratulations  on  the 
dboicc  the  President  has  made  of  you  for  an  Inspeaor 
(encnl. 

Entirely  devoted  to  the  carreer  which  I  have  followed 
ffom  my  youth,  which  your  kind  interest  procured  me  to 
cam*  in  this  country  again;    I  would  feel  highly  gratified  to 
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be  more  intimately  attached  to  you  and  receive  ytmr  imh 
mediate  orders.  1  have  often  mentioned  it  to  my  fricad 
(len'  Mci'herson*  and  even  wrote  to  him  upon  the  flubjrct. 
The  last  Law  of  the  United  States  presents  a  fannmbk 
opportunity  for  it  by  the  creation  of  an  Inspector  •TAnilkfT 
which  is  to  be  taken  from  amongst  the  corps  of  Anillemtt 
and  Kngincers.  The  relations  of  that  office  must  be  cpiudy 
dependent  on  the  Inspector  (leneral  and  consequendjr  oufKl 
to  be  the  man  of  y(»ur  choice. 

I  will  only  mentif>n  my  long  ser\ices  in  that  brandi  of  tbe 
military  duty  which  is  contemplated  by  the  Law,  to  dctrr* 
mine  your  choict*  and  claim  your  friendship  but  in  cair  of 
indecision  betwi-in  mys(*lf  and  another  officer.  It  wms  a 
natural  consec|uc'ncc  of  my  ambition  and  application  to  m 
duty,  that  all  the  principles  of  Artiller)'  which  I  have 
taught  since  the  year  iJ^St  all  the  instructions  of  our 
all  the  Duty  I  have  seen  in  that  part  should  recurr  to 
mind,  more  especially  since  I  am  diverted  of  any  other  kind 
(»f  busint'ss.  I  he  se\eral  memoirs  and  observatioiu  wliicb 
I  wrote  upon  the  subject,  and  presented  to  the  Sccretarr  of 
Wjr  to  Ih-  laid  In-forc*  the  Committee  of  defence;  the  works 
I  jm  ctimplcaring  at  Fort  Mifflin;  the  plans  I  have  prennfcd 
t(»  Ih*  cxi'cutc-il  ar  Haltimorr;  those  I  am  ordered  to  fis  at 
lamnuny  hill  ar  Kh<Klr  Island  are  the  proofs  that  I  ka«T 
nrtt  iH'cn  thought  unworthv  the  confidence  of  the  Seir^  of 
War.     He  has  iH-fftri-  him  all  mv  commissions  without  inarr- 

m 

rupiion  from  the  \i'ar  17^5  that  1  was  admitted  at  the 
(if  ArnlUry  at  Strasburgh;  Kleve  of  Artillery  in  6j;  isf  Ij 
t*\  Art*  canonncrrs  in  N/;  1st  L*  of  liombardiers  in  7a, 
t'apf"  ttf  Art*  in  j'*;  Major  of  Art^  in  80;  L*  Col.  in  17I4- 
I  \vji\v  :isidr  all  the  other  cf>mmissions  of  commandant  in  the 
M-vi  ral  p.irts  of  St.  I)<»min^o.  ofdrneral  in  chief  of  three  dif- 
trrrnr  arnms  marchmg  against  the  Kel>els;  My  intention  only 
In  t<i  KhoN%  that  I  have  Inxn  regularlv  brought  upanoflKcrof 
Arfilli  r\  .iiiil  tjiight  all  the  details  of  their  mstniction.     How 

\\..  .A-    ^?   !•••■•--,   1-.    1 7^^.   *:;•.••»■■!   *#.ffa/Sirr  frfirral  m  tkr 
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far  I  have  profiled  by,  is  what  I  wish  you  would  irv,  in  at* 
taching  me  intimately  to  you  and  presenting  me  to  the  office 
of  Inspector  of  Artillery.  My  zeal  will  redouble  by  serving 
under  your  command  and  the  desire  of  justifying  the  in- 
•erctt  of  an  officer  whose  appointment  excited  so  deserved 
tniMpona  in  the  whole  Army. 

1  hope  you  will  excuse  my  troubling  you  with  so  long  a 
letter,  and  attribute  it  to  my  desire  of  being  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion to  daim  your  esteem  and  glory  myselfin  it  as  1  do  in  the 
friciKlship  you  constantly  honoured  me  with. 
Widi  great  respect 

1  liavc  the  honor  to  be 
Demr  Sir 

Your  most  humble  and  very 
obed'  Serv' 

Lewis  Tousard. 

General  Nonh,  the  intimate  friend  of  Steuben  and  a  brave 
and  experienced  officer,  wrote  later: 

H'ltliam  North  to  AlexanJrr  Uamitlon 

Dv*Mrsni-ian.  .V«'  ij,  179a 
You  were  right,  my  dear  Ciencral,  in  saying  that  a  soldier 
iliould  have  rw  other  wift  chan  ibe  service;  and  I  will  add, 
that  he  should  have  neither  chiUlrrn  nor  landed  property 
nor  be  a  guardian,  nor  a  dirrirTitr  of  3  turnpike  rouil.  nor 
pbintifr,  nor  defendant  against  a  rascal  who  even'  day  bnngs 
ncab  actions,  for  seven  years  together.  Kither  ol' these  things 
fonaa  an  impediment  sufficient  to  make  one  lose  »ight  of  the 
point  of  view,  hut  when  ihry  an  combined,  they  so  twist  and 
turn  a  man  head  and  hecK,  that  it  is  almost  impotsible  fur 
him  to  get  forward  in  any  line  whatever;  to  suppose  (hat  he 
can  in  the  new  French  method,  look  straight  forward  and 
keep  hii  atigntrtent,  i%  non«en>e.  In  truth,  was  it  not  for  the 
point  of  honor,  which  like  a  will  o'  the  wisp  intices  him  to 
Ae  front,  and  the  prick  of  ambition  which  gr»ad«  him  in  his 
tar,  be  never  would  advance  at  all.     Fonunaiely,  I  have 
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cleared  my  way  ofcverychinf;  but  my  wife  and  childmu  witli 
whom,  as  it  would  be  unsoldierly  to  abandon  them*  I  hope 
to  be  in  New  York  by  the  25th  of  this  month,  and  when  there 
I  shall  do  whatever  Heaven,  and  your  Honour  may  think 
best  for  the  service  of  our  dear  Country,  without  further  lrt« 
or  hindraniT. 

Please  to  offer  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Hamilton  and  beliox  inc 
to  l>e 

Dr.  Cic-m-ral 

^'our  obd'  ir^**  Sen* 

W.  North. 

As  soon  as  the  prospect  of  war  became  generally  apprrci- 
ati-d  othi-r  applicants  t'«ir  office  from  New  ^'ork  State  prr- 
senct'd  thcmsehis.  'Ihi-ir  names  were  submitted  to  Ham- 
ilton, who  went  cariTtilly  o\iT  them  considering  the  fitness  of 
the  candiduti-  and  nKikin^;  such  comments  as  he  nw  61 
This  is  the  list: ' 

APrilCAVTS  RFMARKS 

1.  Nat  ha  nil  I  I'juKiiri^.  Prohahly  a  piod  Lieutenant, 

2.  |«)hn  Trrjt  !r\int;,  I'nkriown 
\.    rinvithv '  I'nworthy, 

4.  Willijrn-   —  Drunkard, 

5.  Comclius  C\  Van  Allen,  X,     Demticratic,  but  upon  the 

eligible  ai  Second 

/».  (1  I.  S rnworthv. 

7.   K. II.    —  Drunkard, 

^.  Miiharl  («.  Iff iw Jin,  A  drsrrvin|»  man,  but  supers 

atrJ. 

(>.  —  -  -   KirLUnd.  I'nknnwn.  prnbably  had, 

/.  11  11     t      L  '  ^*n%  Iff  Mechanics  little   ki 

..     V    u  I       III.  ^'u'    *'    I*    believed    would   nMSC 

Ciller  a  Me  hntignt. 
\z    \\     -      R^—  rnwiirrhy, 

1  I     !*f ■•*{»•  r   Mriiwn.  ..   . 

,   .      , .     ,        ^.  I  nknimin, 

14     Jiihri  1    i,  .1  r  l^urce1>n^  . 

■  1  •  •  »  i«  *  k*^!  1  ■•  f  ^  Ji"  *-»  M   Mtt*.  »K.  «a«  S««ffTfArr  ed  War. 


*  "I  :.'   f«..  l.Ar.r-  irr    iT:,!!r?i   l\  !?r   •T;lr"  f  if  «•! 
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APPLICANT* 

KEUARKR 

'5- 

Dmrt  J.  Fond., 

A  (ood  Eniign  in  the  late  War  i> 
worthy  of  a  Captaincy  but  a 
majoriry  would    be  Iiio  much 
now. 

16. 

VolkAit  Dow. 

A  good  Second  Lieutenant. 

'7- 

Samuel  B.  B*rry. 

The  lame. 

iS. 

E. H. ■ 

Drunkard 

19- 

Oirinophn  Backurt  X 

Brother  in  law  of  Governor  Trum- 
bull piobably  a  good  (irat  Lieu- 
tenant 

20. 

B. H. 

Drunkard  (not  cenaini  but  prob- 
ably of  alender  (fualihcarioru — 
expecta  a  Majority. 

11. 
22. 

William  Eln.onh.  \ 
Jamn  Waihlyx,     \ 

Unknown, 

»J 

John  M.  Lawrence. 

(Son  of  the  Senaioi)  Clever  t'oung 
man  good  (irrt  Lieutenant, 

St- 

iiUm  Healon  Junior. 

Clever    fellow    probably    a    good 
Captain 

"S- 

Geoete  W.  KirkUnd. 

Pn>bably  a  good  Captain, 

16. 

1 K 

Francia  Drake.  X. 

WotthltM, 

»7- 

I'lohablya  guod  »ccond  lieutenant. 

2S. 

Umiam  Scudder. 

Served  laat  War,   pteiiy   negative 
character  perhaps  j  (irsi  lieu- 
lenano". 

>«. 

W. B   V. 

Wonhleu. 

Tboenaa  W.  W.llun,.  1 
Benjamin  C  Curri.     ) 

Unknown, 

}»■ 

William  Cocki. 

Prettv  good  Lieutenant, 

S}. 

A. R. 

C.ambler, 

J^ 

A  clever  fellow-  probably  a  gond 
captain. 

JS- 

kiehard  Baldwin.  X 

Dronkard. 

J^ 

GoihI  enfign 

J7. 

Richard  L.  Waller. 

Very  liolent  Jacobin, 

Jl 

Fi(H>  Hale. 

probably  a  trvpeerable  Captain, 

» 

John  H.  Carr. 
Samod  HolTman, 

pretty  good  aecond  Ltruirnani, 

♦o. 

pn>hably  a  good  Second  Lieutcn- 

aM, 

'  E.  It  wna  lo  ban  U«i  |«mi1  uim  iwfce 

k 
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ArPLICANTS 

41.  Adrian  Kiffan, 

42.  Jciseph  C  Oioper,  X 
4j.  Andrew  Van  Wort.  X 

44.  Alexander  Macumh  Junior 

45.  John  Starns  (surf*eiini 

46.  John  While, 

47.  William  B.  Peters  [ 
4X.  Rowland  C'oitiin.             ^ 

Addiriorul 
44^.   Philip  Churth. 

50.  William  Maurice  'I*homp- 

son  / 

51.  William  Neilfton, 

52.  John  W.  Patterson. 


5^.  Fredrriik  N.  Ifudvin. 

54.  Rf»l>ert  I.eRiiy  I.mnK%ti>n, 

55  Jsioh  Manliuf 

5''.  |ji«.|»  (V    Trn  K\ik 

57  Irrcriiuh   I  jrul'tM. 

S^  UilliJTii  W    WjfiJ. 

5  ^  (  ijrrrt  I>r  !i«fM, 


*  1 


'  \ 


\*\\\\  Durr, 
|'»*rph   Krlli»pf    • 

r::'r  " 

I    -  -  n  - 

I'hiiip  ('••riljM.Ir 
hrrdtriik    \    l>r/rni.». 


';     Jj.  ,i.  1       |<r>  I  wk 


|u 


REMAMlft 

of  i^ood  cnnneaion  aiul  charaon 

-probably  a  good  Capcaia, 
f^>d  Knfti|»n, 
pMNl  Ensign, 
the  same, 

Lnknown 


A  pMNl  Captain  of  InfinffrT, 
A  K'liHl  Cornet  or  Slccond 

trnanr. 
A  \oung  gentleman  of 

and  srn%e  probably  1  very  food 

first  Lieutenant, 
A    young    gentlcinan    of   fanJy 

worth    and    spirit' 

Willing  to  accept  less  than  a 

pany    probably  a 
prohahly  a  good  Lieutcfiam* 
(fiMHl  Secimd  LicutmaiiC* 

(irvid  Ensigns, 

prohattiv  a  good  Captain, 

goiKi  l.irutenant. 

Young  man  tolerably  r 
ed    without    much     rd 
may  make  a  gviod  Entagn, 

prnhahly  a  ver^*  gixjd 

C'l'Hi  Lieutenant, 


(jnritif  lie  rrciimmrndcd. 

wril  rr«i»mmended, 

fiirmrrlv  in  Cterman 
i:'"Hl  Captain  of  It 
iitt/rn  and  married  amaiif 

fiirrnrrK  Kritish  l.ieutenanc 
nukr  J  ctHid  Captam 

giaid  Kniign, 
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AfFLICAim 

M.  John  BIcckcr. 

pretty  well  recommended  at  Cap- 

lain, 

69.  Stcphw,  Haync 

The  lamc. 

70.  John  Tcrrill  X 

desirous  ofa  Lieutenanc^-ofArtil* 

icry  in   prcfctence  wril   recom- 

mended  and  probably  a  good 

Lieu  ic  nam. 

71.  Nichotu  R.  Kirby  X 

good  second  Lieuieiunt. 

71.  WilUjHi  A.  Gil«.  X 

a  good  ensign 

73.  John  McKinnt-y, 

74.  David  Jonn, 

good  Sufgrons  Male  Piatt 

a  goi>d  first  Lieutenant.  Talbot, 

75.  Thomu  Trcs«hl«, 

recommended  as  a  C'api.  by  (Jen- 

eral    M.    Livingston    but   other- 

sirise  unknown 

76.  PUbp  S.  Schuykr. 

Nephew   of  General    Schuyler    a 

of  a  Lieutenancy 

77.  WitUain  GiOilaml.  X 

a  Lieutenancy 

Jt.  Andrew  WTiite, 

a  good  Captain  high  up  in  scnior- 

7^  SamuH  YiMing. 

probably  a  good  fiist  Lteutenani 

ThoCTU.    A»b«ck. 

Henry  \V   Ludtow. 

General  Schuyler  iharctl  Uamilron's  dislike  of  Adams,  who 

was  undoubtedly  regarded 

by  both   as  a    fus^y,  interfering. 

and  incDoipeteni  executive 

who  was  likely  to  meddle  with 

the  organization  of  the  Army.     The  vtrw%  of  thr  former  are 

embodied  in  the  following 

letter.      The    McMrnty   alluded 

to   was   then    Secretary    of 

War,    and     Hamilton's    friend 

Although  Schuyler's  criticism  is  rather  w^cte,  it  cannot  be 

denied  thai  ai  timei  McHenry  showed  very  little  push  and 

executive  ability. 

iiz  ALKXANDKR  HAMILTON 

Phtltp  Sihuylrr  to  AlfxanJrr  I/amilton 

Albany,  AmguH  6fh,  179^. 

I  am  not  surpri/.cd  My  Dear  Sir  that  you  found  miadi 
had  not  bt-cn  drine  in  the  execution  of  the  important  obircti« 
tor  I  have  sfimc  time  since  percei\ed  that  Mr.  McHrniy 
had  not  a  mind  sufficiently  extensive  Sc  energetic  to  rmbracr 
and  execute  all  the  ol>  jccts  incident  to  the  war  depanmenc  and 
I  forcsfi-  that  \ou  uill  he  under  the  necessity  to  direct  the  prin- 
ciple o|H'rations  of  that  department,  to  avoid  those  cmbar- 
ressments  which  must  other\%ise  ine\itahly  result  from  an- 
compi-tency  in  the  officers,  indeed  I  see  no  alternative,  for  I 
douht  much  if  a  man  of  adetpjate  ahilities  can  be  found  pns^ 
eriy  to  dischari^e  the  duties  of  an  office,  f»n  which  so  mudi  de« 
|M-nds,  e\en  should  the  present  incumlMrnt  resign. 

\N  ho  is  to  he  (Uiartf-r  rnastt  r  ( leneral .'  and  who  commU- 
sary  ( lem  ral  ?  If  thesr  are  not  men  of  businesftt  If  they 
lannftt  furm  a  system  hy  which  to  conduct  their  departments^ 
we  shall  experience  all  that  cr>nfusif>n  and  waste  which  dis^ 
tressed  and  disgraced  us  in  the  revolutionary'  wars — the 
President's  ideas  nf  the  im|K)rtancL-  of  these  offices,  is  probably 
inadeipiatep  and  with  the  Inst  intentions  he  may  be  led  to 
imprfi(x  r  ap|xMntment«^.  unless  ad\icc  is  interposed  by  those 
who  are  capaMe  of  offering  it,  and  to  whose  recommetida* 
tiiiMs  he  ou^ht  to  \Kld. 

1  he  principles  and  spirit  from  which  have  emanated  the 
addr«  ss  tf>  the  president,  and  that  attention  which  has  been 
p.iid  him  cr>uld  not  fjil  of  affording  him  viiid  satisfactioQ 
and  yet  not  without  some  alloy,  persuaded  as  I  was  that 
e\<  ry  disastc  r  whi(  h  mi^ht  iN-fjII  the  first  executne  would  be 
d«f  ply  IniiiriMiis  t<>  my  country  in  the  present  critical  junc- 
ture I  dnadtd  lest  the  injected  (las  sh<»uld  become  ao 
hi^'hly  inflammaMe  as  to  injure  the  upper  works  of  the 
ihine,  hut  It  is  not  surpri/m^  that  the  old  Cock  shouM 
eljfcii  and  iffiw-  autiiMv  li»r 

Pif  \-   ifi;'  'ijk  whuh  must  pn  .jil  jt  Icncth 
\iA\  i"."-^ii  Mith  Kit  L'riiwth.  %frrn|:thrnrJ  with  his 
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A  repon  vis  Boston  prevails,  which  advises  that  Guille- 
nun  is  diimissed,  and  that  wc  shall  have  no  war — I  hope  the 
latter  is  unfounded  for  I  feel  that  war  with  all  Its  calamities, 
would  be  less  Injurious  to  my  country,  than  a  peace  which 
might  be  followed,  and  probably  would  be  wiih  the  rein- 
troduction  of  the  pernicious  and  destructive  principles  which 
prevail  in  France. 

Harmanus  P.  Schuyler,  a  distant  relative  of  mine,  believes 
be  could  raise  a  company  of  foot  If  he  was  honored  with  a 
commission.  He  has  l>ecn  long  and  is  now  a  captain  of 
Militia  in  the  Albany  rcgimcnt»,-~is  about  ihiny  five  years 
oU,  discreet  and  sober,  he  has  been  a  protege  and  a  pupil  of 
nane  in  [iltegiblrj.  If  a  commission  can  be  obtained  for  him 
II  would  be  pleasing  to  me.  his  politician. 

God  Bless  you  My  Dear  Sir,  take  care  of  your  health,  for 
without  It  you  cannot  sustain  the  labors  your  devotion  en- 
tails. Let  my  Children  share  with  you  in  that  tender  afFcc- 
bon  which  1  feel  with  so  much  force. 

Ever  Vou,  Scrv.         p„    Sc„^vl«. 

Hon.  Genl.  Hamilton. 

The  danger  of  war  was  finally  averted  and  the  excitement 
of  the  moment  was  superseded  by  that  of  the  [wlilical  agita- 
tion of  1800  and  the  practical  overthrow  of  the  Federal  pany. 
Hamilton,  during  the  shott  time  he  was  virtually  at  the 
bad  of  the  army,  had  perfcaed  the  military  system  and  ev 
cabKshed  certain  means  of  national  drfrncr,  which  arc  in 
existence  to-day.  He  even  suggcMt-d.  and  prepared  plans 
for  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 

Although  alt  thought  of  war  with  France  was  ended, 
he  recognized  and  deplored  the  mischief  that  had  been 
wroof^ht  in  the  last  decade  of  the  ei^brrenih  century,  and 
mourned  over  what  he  regarded  as  a  f<irm  of  eaily  dtgrnt-ra- 
boo  in  the  young  republic  when  Jefferson  and  hi>  party  came 
imo  power.  He  was  kincerc  and  exprc^xed  his  fears  and  dcs- 
I  in  a  letter  to  (touverneur  Morris,  which  has  else- 
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where  been  printed.  He  believed  in  the  moral  decay  of  the 
United  States — the  loss  of  religious  principle  in  coniei|iacflior 
of  the  teachings  of  Paine»  and  those  of  irresponsible  fnubci 
who  had  done  so  much  to  unsettle  the  simple  faith  of  the 
early  patriots.  The  future  to  him  was  threatening,  and  he 
sou{;ht  for  a  means  of  regeneration. 

A  grrar  deal  of  canting  speculation  has  been  indulged  in  by 
various  persfins  as  to  lluniilton*s  religious  faith*  for  it  was  al- 
Icgi'd  that  he  died  \sithout  tnlief.  Bishop  Moore's  account 
of  his  death*  on  the  contrarv.  shows  that  he  was  a  man  of 
earnest,  simple  faith,  quite  unemotional  in  this  respect*  to  far 
as  display  \sas  cr>ncerni'd.  hut  his  Ixrlief  was  very  strotig. 

\{v  who  had  all  his  life-  made  his  wav  by  tnore  or  lest  mili- 
tant  mc-thrKis,  or  hy  appeals  to  reason,  by  careful  and  subck 
ar^iinu-nr.  and  diplomatic  mancruvres,  conceived,  in  hit  fiear 
for  the-  future  welfare  of  his  countn',  the  establishment  of  a 
\ast  religious  IxkIv  to  Ih-  called  "The  Christian 
tional  SfK'irty.'*  With  his  keen  insight  he  knew  that 
the  mob  could  be  swayed  by  such  an  organization,  and  that 
the  rnrnral  epidemic  that  was  caused  by  *'thc  poii 
Frenih  Dfiirrines"  might  l)e  replaiTd,  perhapt,  by  a 
mcnr  of  a  hralthv  and  uplifting  kind. 

I'd  Ka\ard  he  wrote:  "I'nluckiU  for  us  in  the 
tion  ft*T  thi*  passifins  of  the  pe«>ple,  our  oppotients  have  great 
aiUanra^ts  fi\c-r  us;  for  the  plain  reasrm  that  the  rirtaufl 
arc-  far  ninrc  acti\e  than  the  griod  passions;  and  that,  id 
win  rht-  r<irTTKT  tn  our  side,  we  must  renounce  our  principles 
and  Miir  nl>i<i  ts.  and  unite  m  corrupting  public  opinion  till  it 
liMMmts  tit  for  nothing  but  mischief.  Yet,  unlen  w«  can 
i'>nrri-.r  ro  take  hold  of,  ;ind  carrv  along  with  lis 
«>rr'>n^*  tf-f  lmt;s  of  the  mind,  we  shall  in  vain  calculate 
jr.\  Miltsrjrirul  nr  tlurable  results  Whatever  plan  we  nsa% 
ati'>['r.  t'f  be  successful,  must  be  founded  on  the  truth  of 
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propodtion,  and  perhaps  it  is  not  very  easy  for  us  to  give  It 
full  effect ;  especially  not  without  some  deviations  from  what, 
on  other  occasions,  we  have  maintained  to  be  right.  But,  in 
dnermining  upon  the  propriety  of  the  deviations,  we  must 
consider  whether  it  be  possible  for  us  to  succeed,  without,  in 
some  degree  employing  the  weaprms  which  have  been  em- 
ployed against  us,  and  whether  the  actual  state  and  future 
prospccu  of  things  be  not  such  as  to  justify  the  reciprocal 
tise  of  them.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  1  do  not  tnean  to  coun- 
tenance, the  imitation  of  things  intrinsically  unwurihy,  but 
only  of  such  as  may  be  denominated  irregular;  such  as,  in  a 
kmiimI  and  stable  order  of  things  ought  not  to  exist.  Neither 
an  you  to  infer  that  any  revolutionary  result  is  contemplated. 
In  my  opinion,  the  present  constitution  is  the  standard  to 
which  we  are  to  cling.  Under  its  banners  l/ona  fiJf  must  we 
combat  our  political  foes,  rejeiting  all  changes  but  through 
the  channel  itself  provided  for  amcndmenis.  By  these 
general  views  of  the  subject  have  my  reflections  been  guided, 
I  now  offer  you  the  outline  of  the  plan  they  have  suggested, 
Lcc  an  association  be  formed  to  be  denominated  'The 
Chrisnan  Constitutional  Society,'  its  obje<,-t  to  be  ist;  The 
sappon  cX  the  Christian  religion  2d:  The  support  of  ihe 
Unitm]  States"  He  then  unfuldnl  a  schrmr  which  ad\fi- 
cated  the  diffusion  of  information,  "The  use  <if  all  lawful 
mcaiu  in  concen  to  promote  the  election  of  fit  men,"  and 
various  means  for  the  education  of  public  opinion. 

To  him  the  growing  influence  (if  the  "Jacobins"  and  their 
parry  meant  rmly  ruin  and  disaMrr.  and  ibmigh  he,  [>erhap%, 
did  tKK  fully  share  Horace  Binnry's  later  tAprrsvd  sentiment 
thai  he  "believed  jcffcrMin  »a*  the  full  iniarnation  of 
Satan,"  he  had  good  reason  to  dread  the  influrncr  of  a  man 
aad  his  supporters  who  had  done  so  muih  tn  weaken  thc 
I  for  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
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TliF  same  yearning  fnr  rest  in  the  rountn*  which 
ha\f  hi-t-n  felt  hv  so  manv  men  at  the  termination  of  a  bosr 
public  cari-t-r,  came  to  Hamilton  as  well,  and  a  few  yrmn 
iH-fore  his  licath  he  wrote:  "To  men  who  have  been  fomiidl 
harassed  in  the  hasr  \%orid  as  mvself.  it  is  natural  to  look  for- 
ward  to  cr>mpU-te  retirement,  in  the  circle  of  life  as  a  perfeci 
desideratum.  This  desire  I  ha\e  felt  in  the  strongest  nuA- 
ner,  and  to  prepare  for  it  has  latterly  been  a  favoriir  object. 
I  thoui^ht  I  mi^ht  not  only  expect  to  accomplish  the  object. 
hut  mi^ht  reasonably  aim  at  it  and  pursue  the  piepantofj 
measures." 

It  is  true  that  these  sentiments  were  directly  provoked  hj 
his  political  di^ap|>ointments,  as  well  as  a  realization  tlttt 
he  must  make  pro\i\if)n  for  his  old  age.  hut  it  may  be 
sunud  that  the  time  had  come  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
forts  of  a  hou*^- of  his  own  in  the  (|uiet  country.  Possibljr  his 
familiarity  with  Virgil's  bucolics,  and  especially  the  Fint  Ec* 
lo^ue.  had  filled  his  mind  with  s\|\an  lonpings; or*  again, 
may  ha\e  In-en  the  influence  of  his  early  life,  spent  in  a 
full  of  be  jutv  and  restfulness,  that  prompted  him  to  look 
abftiit  fur  a  retrtat  which  was  far  enouf^h  remo^Td  fl 
the-  bii^rlr  and  affairs  of  men  to  enable  him  to  find 
ti<>n  in  the-  ha[>pmf  sn  of  seclusion.  It  is  wimewhat  diftctdi 
tiHHJjy  to  ruli/e  that  tht  isf>lated  place  he  then 
\%hiih  \%js  ti^ht  miles  fri»m  the  liowlmg  (ireen*  ts 
vimev^hat  cru\%ded  part  I'f  a  i:reat  city  which  eairtids 
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miles  further  north.  At  that  time  stagc-coachcs  ran  but 
three  dajrs  in  the  week  to  a  point  which  now  corresponds 
with  42d  Street  and  Broadway,  and  is  2  congested  thor- 
oughfare, although  through  service  to  Albany  then  enabled  ^ 
one  to  descend  at  Hamilton's  gate.  He  had,  during  the 
ujmnier  and  fall  of  1798,  leaded  and  occupied,  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law,  John  B.  Church,  a  country  house  in  v*  ^ 
liie  iteighborhood  of  what  was  afterward  his  own  estate.  r 

Although  his  professional  income  at  that  period  was 
ciMnparatively  large,  his  earnings  being  twelve  thousand 
<iolUrs  annually,  he  was  obliged,  before  he  got  through 
building,  to  make  financial  arrangements  which  would 
enable  him  (o  meet  the  demands  of  masons  and  builders, 
and  early  in  1804  his  warm  friend  and  client,  Louis  I^  Gucn, 
loaned  him  five  thousand  dollars  on  bond  and  mortgage. 
After  some  search  he  found  a  tract  of  land  to  his  liking 
which,  10-day,  is  that  roughly  bounded  by  St.  Nicholas 
and  Tenth  Avenues,  and  which  extends  from  \t,\'-\  to  i4  5(h 
Streets,  but  formerly  was  much  larger  in  extent,  the  western 
bmit  being  the  Hudson  River.  The  Albany  or  Blooming- 
dale  Road  which  passed  diagonally  through  It  has,  of  course, 
DOW  entirely  diuppeared,  but  undoubtedly  divided  the  part 
Bpon  which  the  house  stood  from  the  farm  on  the  easterly 
side.  General  F.bene/cr  Stevens,  who  wa*  then  a  pn^per- 
om  merchant,  had.  at  the  time,  a  country'  pUce  in  the  vicinity, 
and  10  him  Hamilton  wrote,  making  ini|uiry  as  to  available 


Altxanjrr  Hamillon  to  Ehftrur  Stevens 

If  die  owner  of  the  ground  adjoining  you  will  take  Eight 
Htuidrrd  pouivdi  (£Koo)  for  sixteen  acres  including  a  parcel 
of  the  woodlartd,  and  lying  on  the  water  the  whole  breadth, 
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you  will  oblige  mc  by  concluding  the  bargain  widi  him,  Mai 
I  will  pay  the  money  as  s(x>n  as  a  good  cicle  shall  appear.  If 
he  will  not  sell  a  part  at  this  rate,  I  request  you  to  aBcrnaai 
whether  he  will  take  Thirty  pounds  an  acre  for  the  whok 
tract  and  let  me  know. 

If  I  like  it,  after  another  view  of  the  premises,  J  shall  pto^ 
ably  take  the  whole  at  this  price.  But  I  can  only  pay  oac 
half  down,  a  quarter  in  six  months  and  the  remaining  quar- 
ter in  a  twelve  month,  lie  shall  be  satisfied  on  the  score  of 
security  if  he  desires. 

^'rs  with  regard. 

A.  Hamilton. 


The  building  itself  which  is  now  in  existence,  alihougii 
moved  from  its  original  position,  stood  for  a  long  time  at 
the  crtrner  of  i42d  Street  and  Tenth  Avenue,  but  witiua 
recent  years  has  tn-en  mci\ed  mi  that  it  adjoins  St.  Liake*t 
Kpiscnpal  C^hurch,  and  is  usi-d  as  a  school.     It  is  little  the 
worse  ffir  a^e.  despite  all  it  has  gone  through,  and  was 
an  architectural  triumph,  although  it  is  a  t}'pe  of  the 
fortahie  country  hcuive  of  the  perifxl.     It  is  a  square 
ture  tw(»  stories  hi^h.  and  had  \erandas  on  both  the 
and  south  sides  as  it  originally  strMxl.     'I*he  main 
wjs  on  the  west.     Near  the  southwest  airner  was  a  ptmp 
of  thirteen  gum  trees,  planted  in  a  circle  by  Hamiltofi.  oar 
for  eaih  of  the  original  States,  but  they  were  so  cksseljr  srf 
that   they    ne\er   attained   a   great   si/r,   and  all  eveutuaDf 
languished  and  died,  their  destruction  being  hastened  bf 
the  iltpredarinns  of  the  relic  hunters. 

The  hous«'  was  designed  by  J<ihn  McComb,  otie  of  tkr 
leading  arvhimts  and  builders  of  the  tifne,  and 
srrui  tr  J  h\   Y  /ra  W  eeks,*  who  superseded  a  builder  nai 
Putnam.     .McO>mb\  excellent  work  which  remains  lo-daj 
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b  the  old  City  Hall,  which  ihows  the  anistic  influence  of 
Sir  Chri«ophcr  Wren,  and.  in  some  ways,  is  one  of  the 
matt  charming  old  huildings  in  the  country.'  It  is  quite 
probable  that  Hamilton  himscir  worked  at  the  pUns,  and 
wai  frequently  in  consultation  with  General  Schuyler,  who 
maiufcsted  hi»  interest  by  furnishing  timber  from  bin  own 
cMate  at  Saratoga.  In  this  connection  he  writes  to  his  son- 
in-law: 

Philif  Sthuylrr  to  Alexandrr  Hamilton 

ALa*NV,  Mmday,  Amgmtt  151I1,  iftoo. 

My  DEAR  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  ijth  instant  with  the  plan 
of  your  intended  house  was  delivered  me  on  Thursday  last, 
that  of  the  l8th  by  the  mail  1  received  yesterday.  1  have 
delivered  Mr.  Putnam  the  builder,  the  plan,  and  a  paper  of 
which  you  have  a  copy  un  the  other  side,  and  expect  his 
answer  tomorrow.  If  the  house  is  boarded  on  the  out- 
tide,  aTKl  then  clap  boards  put  on,  and  tilted  in  (he  intide 
widi  brick.  I  am  persuaded  no  water  will  pass  to  the  brick. 
If  the  clapboards  are  well  painted,  and  filling  in  with  brick 
will  be  little  if  any  more  expensive  than  lath  and  plaisicr, 
the  fonner  will  prevent  the  nuisance  occasioned  by  rats  and 
mice,  tu  which  you  will  be  eternally  ex[>osrd  if  lath  and 
pUistct  is  made  use  of  instead  uf  brick. 

TTie  partitions  between  the  apartments  in  the  interior  of 
the  bouse,  if  made  of  joice  and  then  lathed  and  plaistered 
alio  have  vacancies  as  receptacles  for  rats  and  mice.  It  is  a 
bttlc  but  not  much  more  expen'iivc  to  ha^c  the  parntions 
of  plank  of  1  or  1%  inches  thick  set  vertically  fiom  floor  to 
criting  and  joiited  together,  but  not  planed,  on  these  planks 
the  lathes  and  ptaister  are  to  l>e  put.  and  thus  a  solid  par- 
Dtion  is  formed.  In  the  bill  of  scantling  which  you  have 
tetn  me  I  du  not  find  any  timbers  for  the  gutters,  perhaps 
diss  has  been  fHnmitted. 

I  Mr.  Putnam  refuse  tu  contract  unlcu  fur  the  whole 

<  TW  ^li^i  wM  tiM  nl  Uator  LBiUui. 
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house  in  all  its  parts,  except  the  maMinr}',  I  will  recriTe  hn 

pr(>|v)sals  f>n  a  statement  which  I  shall  make  and 

ir  to  you  withriut  lielay,  or  should  he  \yc  extravannc  it 

(iemaml,  I  shall  as  sixm  as  Cornelia  is  brought  to  bcd«g|»M 

and  contract  tor  the  timber  and  purchase  the  boifjft  Mi 

planks,  and  it'  |>ossihle  I  will  cause  the  boards  and 

to  in*  put  into  water  tor  two  months  and  then  piled 

decks  between  them  that  they  may  be  seasoned  bdbn  fktf 

are  worked  up. 

Ir  will  sa\e  \rry  considerable  expense  ifthe  dap  boaidi 
boards  for  the  floors  were  sawed  to  the  proper  bicaddl 
thickness  at  the  sawmills,  I  therefore  wish  you  10  Msd 

how  many  ot*  each  Mr.  thinks  will  be  wamedt 

breadth  and  thickness.  I  rejoice,  my  dear  S01I9  dnc  BV 
Philip*  has  acquitted  himself'  so  well,  and  hope  dnc  ki 
future  progress  may  corresp<ind  with  your  and  my 

All  here  unite  in  love  to  vou,  my  Kliza  and  me 
I  am  my  dear  Sir 

K\er  ninst  affectionatelv  voiirs» 

Ph.  ScHinrum. 

Ilonble  M.  (len.  liamiltfin. 

On  Aui;ust  22d,  1S02,  he  wrote  t«)  Mrs.  Hamilton: 

I  am  anxious  to  visit  yon  and  t(»  participate  in  the  pkatuft 
of  yniir  cfiuntry  retreat  uhich  I  am  informed  is  fast  rradimc 
perteitinn.  I.mbrace  my  dear  Hamilton  and  the  children 
Me  and  they  participate  with  you  in  your  mother's  and  mi 
w.irmi  Nt  .itfeitinns.  May  health  and  happiness  be  the  pof- 
tii>n  fit. ill      (  i<h!  bless  you  my  dearly  beloved  child. 

I  am  e\(-r,  m(»st  tenderly  and  atiectionatelv,  vours* 

Pll.  bcHL  VLIB. 

Frnm  Albany  he  a^ain  wrote  to  her  on  April  2j,  180J: 

l)i  \K  C'liiit):    This  niMrnini;  (unr.  Ten  Rrfieck  informr^ 
nu   (h.ir  \>>iir  hMrvt-s  whuh  wtnt  from  hence  were  dftwimd  ■*> 
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and  that  you  had  lost  paint,  oil.  ice  to  a  ronsiderabte  amount, 
— Supposing  this  account  to  have  been  truly  stated  to  the 
Oncral,  I  send  you  by  'I'oney  my  waggon  hor»e!i  of  which  I 
make  you  present. 

I  intended  to  have  your  house  painted  If  you  cannot  re- 
cuver  the  paint,  purchase  no  more  as  I  will  have  the  houie 
painted. 

\Mien  an  opportunity  offers  send  my  saddle  and  bridle 
which  Toney  will  leave. — 

Vour  Sister  unites  with  mc  in  love  to  you  and  Khza. 
I  am  Dr  child 

Vour  affectionate  parent 

Pll.  ScilUVLEX. 


Aim  illustration  of  how  dwelling-houses  were  built  in  New 
York  at  tbe  dme,  the  mason's  specifications  may  be  produced. 

/%^W  for  fnhking  Gfnfral  Ham.llont  Country  lUuu /'.fc 

To  btdd  two  Stacks  of  Chimneys  tu  contain  ci^hi  fiic-placcs,  ex- 
d«*iv«  of  those  in  CdUr  Story. 

To  fill  in  with  brkk  ■!!  ihc  ouiiide  walii  ofthe  ut  and  ind  stories, 
■bo  all  the  inicriur  walli  that  Separate  the  two  Oitagiin  Roumi — 
nd  tbe  TWO  tootns  over  them — frotn  the  Hall  and  cither  Rooms  in 
both  Stoeies. 

To  lath  and  plaster  the  side  walls  nf  itt  and  md  stories  with  two 
coaci  it  set  in  white. 

To  pUster  the  inictior  walli  which  separate  the  (Kta^n  Roonu 
■i  both  Siorica,  to  be  finiihcd  white,  or  a*  (Jcnrral  llaniillun  may 

To  lath  and  plaster  all  the  other  partition*  in  both  .Stoiir*. 

To  Uth  and  pUuri  the  Ceiling  of  the  Cellar  Smry  ihitiu|:hout. 

To  pt»*ttt  the  Side  wall*  of  Kitthcn,  Diawin^  Room.  Hall  & 
p«Ma|e,  tc  to  point  6c  whitewash  ihc  Sionr  &  hntk  walU  of  the 
«ibcr  part  of  Cellar  Sior>-.  Tu  Point  the  ogtudc  walls  uf  Ccilat 
StHV  and  lo  ill  in  undrr  the  Sill*. 

lo  bjr  both  Kitchen  heanhi  with  htkk  placed  edge  ways. 

To  MM  a  StTWig  Iiun  back  in  the  Kilihen  hic-placc  Ittc  feet  lon^ 

ToftMiatbir  Iron  back  in  the  Drawing  Room  j'  b*  by  i'"9'. 
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To  place  two  Iron  Cranes  in  the  Kitchen  fire  Place — h  aa  boa 
dcKir  for  the  ovrn  mouth. 

The  R<Mims,  Hall,  and  Pa«saf»e  of  the  tint  Story  to  have 
SicKTo  Cornk'cs   ^Thosc  of  (Xtaf^on  Rooms  of  Best  ICiiid  (b«l 
inrii'hed). 

To  put  up  the  two  setts  of  Italian  Marhle  in  the  OcfaKn  R< 
such  ax  (irnrral  Hamilton  mav  chose- -and  Six  sens  of  Scooc 
ncy  pieces  for  thr  oihrr  Re  Kims. 

'Ilic  Four  hrrplai*€*s  in  the  two  Octapm  rooms  &  the  two 
over  them,  to  ha\r  Iron  Backs  and  jambs,  and  four  Ere 
ha\r  hacks  onlv. 

To  lay  the  foundations  fur  ei)«ht  piers  for  the  Piazza. 

Mr.  McComh  to  hnd  at  his  o^%n  expense  all  the  Material  rvqi 
for  the  aff>re  descrihed  work  and  execute  it  in  a  fStMMi  &  workmcnkkc 
nunner  for  rme  thousand  Fipht  Hundred  Ac  Seventy  five  DblUrs. 

(veneral  Hannlron  to  have  all  the  Materials  carted  and  to  have  al 
the  I'afpenieis*  work  done  at  his  expense-  - 

(lenrral  Hamilion  is  to  find  the  workmen  their  board  or  to  aBo* 
"  -    -  -  shillincs  per  djv  lor  each  days  work  in  lieu  thereof. 

New  York  iind  June  iKoi. 

John  McCotta  Jaa 

Ti>  huild  rhe  Stew  holes  and  a  wall  for  the  sink. 
The  whole  lo  he  completed  by ? 

Tht'  ihimncvs,  which  were  ver\'  larf^v  wvrr  a  sourer  of 
much  anxicry  xty  llaniiitcin  and  his  advisers.  At  diat  nmr 
C^»unt  Runifofil  *  was  an  authority  on  everything  icirnafic  ia 
this  country,  and  his  experiments  on  thr  docnrstic  applica- 
tion  of  artihcial  ii^ht  and  heat  attracted  almost  at  miidl  af- 
t(  nriori  as  did  the  inventions  of  lienjamin  Franklin« 
sco\ts  wen-   coming  into  general   usr.     Finally  the 

H'-   *'-  .-     I>    •■  ;  %i  r,  «a«  }m,TT.  i-.  W.ilium,  Ma«l.  And 
I!      »*i  •    ■  " i*'  '.''*.  w.'h  f«ii-r.  K.  wrirr.  S*  hi«  UiW 

-  ■*■•  ,*■•■•*.  *-.  !hr*  ••  .»!.Brk  f'-r  fi:C'^*l!T.  miui  hr 
A         »'T  a  •    a    .    «-    -r-r  •  'hr    H*:';'h   •'■f^iir      llr  altrrwmrd 

K  .  I  i     A  •  i .  ■    Ir  ,    ■  r- !   ?    -  w .f  I  •  ^  irr.i r .  •."»« J  iimliff  i  ^vat 

I-  ft  -  !  '  .   '  .     .«--'•    ^:  ■!  iK«-.r  a:  •  !i.  aikin  v*  f  ><ryday  Ur      IW 

'■.'-•*     \      ■    ^  J   '*»■'•.  hr  :.c.!.  iri:  V  |vjni»Uxktollar««HUi 
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was  wttled,  and  the  comfoit  of  the  inmatei  of  the  house  *»• 
cured  by  the  adoption  of  a  proper  chimney. 


Wtfn  of  a  Chimnry  o 


mfard"!  fnineifits. 


The  who)e  width  in  opening  in  fionr  of  ihc  fire  place  39  inchc*  of 
which  ihinccn  to  from  back  lidc  at  an  Angle  of  about  135  Degreei 
and  ihtitevn  the  back. 

Front  ihc»e  dimeniioni  the  depth  mulu — 

The  beighr  from  the  fluot  ii>  the  thioai  atxiut  three  feet  and  (he 
dtnwt  abcHit  four  inche*  wide— and  crniral  to  the  baie  or  pcrpendicu- 
bx  over  the  fire. 

Thtts 


In  thU  connection  it  is  interesting  to  read  of  Burr's  later 
opinion  of  Rumfnrd't  invention,  and  his  own  attempts  to 
keep  warm  in  a  foreign  city  Aaron  Hurt  in  his  diarv.'  in 
dncribiiig  hit  n>otn  in  Paris  which  he  occupied  in   i8io> 


"The  fireplace  (nwre  tike  an  oven)  is  three  feet  deep,  and 
five  feel  wide,  and  of  course  smokes  perpetually-  Having 
Cadurcd  ihit  ttow  more  than  two  monihs.  and  finding  my 
ey«t  wone  for  it,  icnt  today  for  one  of  tho«e  »nent>lic  men 


I*  JnarWdf  Aanm  Buff"  iBiib;  ISibil 


vot  II.  p.  n 
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called /liffi/j/^j.  Showed  him  the  evil  and  proposed  a 
Wfais  sur  quelles  pnncipfs  mons.  sont  fondts  vos  Hets^  !■ 
vain  did  I  take  on  myself  the  hazard  of  the  result.  ^Nm 
c*est  Jecartfr  Je  tous  Irs  prtfutpes* '  and  so  we  parted.  NttK^ 
teen  out  of  twenty  of  the  chimnies  of  Paris  (of  FruKS  I 
might  say)  smoke  always,  and  the  other  twentieth  occuMh 
ally.  In  vain  have  Franklin  and  Rumford  shown  bjr  £ki 
and  experiment  how  ihimnies  should  be  buih.  Their  o^ 
stinacy  and  stupidity  passes  iK-lief.  And  so  I  sit  cnveliopptd 
in  smcjke,  or  as  ynu  have  it,  sit  like  the  gods  ia  ihc 
clouds." 

Hamilton  kept  minute  accounts  of  the  cost  of  labor 
material,  and  it  is  curious  to  note  the  rate  of  wages  paid 
hundred  years  a^o,  lonj;  iH-fore  the  days  of  labor 
We  find  that  one  Thomas  Costigan,  who  had*  appamMl]r» 
been  en^^aped  in  building  the  house,  and  afterward 
a  man-of-all-work,  received,  for  services  rendered  for 
and  one-half  vears,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
dollars  and  hfty  cents.  Thomas  Dunnevan 
\%orkman  upon  the  place,  and  in  an  entry  in  the 
l>iH)k  it  is  stated  that  he  was  paid  one  hundred  and  fiftjr-fwo 
dollars  and  eighteen  cents  hy  wa^es,  from  the  8th  of  Marcftw 
iSd2,  to  the  4th  of  .August,  iSoj,  "when  the  poor  wmih^ 
fellnw  was  drowned.  Sixteen  months  and  twenty-seven  dan 
at  i^d."  This  hill  was  receipted  by  Kdward  Krrhal*  wIk> 
\%js  next  of  kin. 

I  he  entire  cost  of  luiildin^  the  house  was  i,'lf550»  and  this 
siHTi  v%js  paid  to  I'./ra  Weeks. 

Mj(niltf»n  al\\j\s  had  a  taste  for  gardening  and  f\ 
and  (•ne  of  his  friends  v%ho  did  much  to  encourage  kin 

'   I>  •    .»•**    .r  ••  '    .  X' .   it  .rr  :r.  \  .'.^^  ir.  aVlrfrriAlinnt.  and 
' -*     -    * A'k  >.«   1a'.^  .AK«-«    \x   if^ilr^.      Ii   «iM  kii 
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Dr.  Dand  Hosack.  a  distinguishccl  and  fashionable  physi- 
cian of  the  time.  In  1796  Dr.  Ifosack  became  a  partner 
of  Dr.  Samuel  Bard,  and  these  two  were  Hamilton's  phy- 
nciant  and  friends.  Later,  upon  the  death  of  his  son 
Philip,  Bard  wrote  a  most  tender  letter  of  sympathy  to  his 
dear  friend  Hamilton  from  his  country  house  in  Hyde  Park, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Dr.  Hosack, 
whose  education  had  been  undertaken  in  part  in  Europe, 
had  become  deeply  interested  in  botany.  'I'his  led,  on  his 
return,  10  his  appointment  as  professor  of  botany  und  after- 
ward  materia  mcdica  in  Columbia  College.  For  a  time  he 
became  connected  with  the  Rutgers  Medical  College,  having 
associated  himself  wiib  Dr.  Valentine  Moti  and  Dr.  Francis. 
but  later  returned  to  the  old  college.  In  171^8  he  formed 
the  idea  of  providing  a  large  botanical  garden  which  could 
be  used  in  connection  with  his  teaching,  and  applied  to  Co- 
lumbia College  for  funds,'  hut  without  success.  Me  then 
bought  four  plots  of  the  so-called  "common  land"  on  the 
middle  road  (now  Fifth  Avenue),  iK-twetn  47th  and  5ISC 
Streets,  extending  to  a  point  a  hundred  feci  west  of  Sixth 
Avenue.  I'his  was  in  iSoi,  and  in  1S04  he  paid  for  the 
property. 

Upon  this  spai-e  he  laid  out  a  divrrsilied  garden,  after- 
ward erecting  glass-houses  and  raising  a  great  variety  of 
tropical  and  sub-tropical  plants.  It  was  his  idea  a«  well  to 
raise  vcgeubles  for  the  supply  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 
Hamilton,  who  was  fond  of  horticulture,  shared  Hosack's 
cnifautiasm,  and  as  he  daily  drove  from  his  own  place  sev- 
eral miks  tK>nh,  was  In  the  habli  of  stopping  to  compare 
noKt  with  his  enthusiastic  family  doctor,  who  donated 
cutting  and  bulbs. 

■  9w  aa  Mtitlit  bj  Adnu  Uniini  in  Uw  "  BulkttB"  id  Xhr  Srw  V.rfk  Bouakal 
ttttmy,  set  V,  N«.  t»,  VrtmtMrj  a,  lyov- 
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Available  correspondence  conveys  an  idea  of  the  ptM 
pleasure  the  cultivation  of  his  place  gave  him. 

He  wrote  to  his  old  comrade-in-arms,  Cieneral  Pinckacjr 
of  South  Carolina,  from  the  (trange:* 

AlexauJer  Hamilton  to  Charles  Cot/sworfh  Ptnckney 


I 


"Mv  i>FAR  Sir:  A  garden,  you  know,  is  a  %'cry  ittual 
refuge  of  a  disappointed  politician.  Accordingly  I  ha«r 
urchased  a  tew  acres  ab<»ut  nine  miles  from  town.  ha«r 
uilt  a  hnuse,  and  am  cultivating  a  garden,  llic  melom  in 
your  country  are  \ery  tine.  Will  you  ha%'e  the  good  new  id 
s(*nd  rne  M)me  seed.  lM)th  of  the  water  and  musk  melom' 
My  djughtt-r'  adds  another  rec]uest,  which  is  for  three  oc 
four  of  v«>ur  paro(|uets.  She  is  ver)'  fond  of  birds.  If  dieffr 
Ih-  anything  in  this  c]uarter.  the  sending  of  which  can  gime  )nou 
pleasure,  yuu  have  only  tc»  name  them.  As  farmers,  a  nrv 
Miurce  of  sympathy  has  arisen  In-tween  us,  and  I  am  pleated 
with  evL-rything  in  which  our  likings  and  tastes  can  be  ap* 
proximatt'd.  .Amidst  the  triumphant  reign  of  democracy. 
do  yr>u  retain  sufficient  interest  in  public  affairs  to  fed  any 
curinsitv  alxmt  what  is  going  on  ?  In  my  opinion,  the  follies 
and  \iv'rs  of  rhe  administration  have  as  yet  made  no  material 
impression  as  to  their  disadvantages.   .   .   . 

.Adieu,  my  dear  Sir 

Kver  ^'ours, 

.Alexander  Hamflfon 

A  lew  months  later  PiniLney  replied:" 

Ch'iflf    C',tf  u  ,fth  Ptfi.kftry  Vj  AlfxanJer  Hamilton 

rH«>Lii7o«,  Mmth  atfe.  iic> 

Mv  i»»  \K  Sik:  I  \%r«irr  \(>u  a  few  lines  yesterday  and  «mt 
\«>ii  MitTii  \\ jti-rnuliin  seeds  and  musk-melon  seeds  h\  the 
hi\z  (^'i.rirt.'s   Pti.kft  ivhith   sails  this  morning.     I   for- 

fu  w  -k*  •  T  <    n     ,  :  \i  :   (CI  • 
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merly  »cnt  some  10  Mrs.  Washington,  at  Mount  Vcmon,  but 
»hc  told  mc  (hey  did  not  answer  so  well  ai  tome  ihe  got  in 
the  neighhorhood;  |>rrhaps  had  she  planted  the  seeds  from  the 
mdons  which  were  produced  from  the  Carolina  seed  the 
Hibftcqucni  year,  they  would  have  adapted  (hemftclves  to 
the  climate  and  produced  good  fruit.  It  was  by  this  means  we 
obtained  our  tine  cotton,  which  has  been  of  such  advantage 
CO  our  State.  The  hrst  year  it  produced  but  three  or  four 
pods;  by  planting  the  seed  of  these  pods  the  second  year, 
they  produced  thirty;  and  by  following  the  tame  method. 
the  third  year  they  were  thoroughly  naturalized,  and  bore 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  pods, 

I  will  also  send  you  by  the  InJustry  a  few  seeds  of  the  salvia 
cocinea,  or  scarlet  sage,  which  I  believe  you  have  not  with 
you.  and  of  the  erv-lherina  herbacea,  or  coral  shrub;  also  a 
few  seeds  of  the  Indian  creeper,  and  some  of  a  beautiful 
purple  convolvulus. 

1  will  endeavor  to  obtain  some  paroquets  for  Miss  Hamil- 
•on.  1  have  not  seen  any  for  some  years;  ours  are  the  large 
kind,  by  no  means  equal  in  beauty  to  the  small  Afncan 
fpecics.  .  .  . 

Hamilton  left,  after  bis  death,  certain  memoranda  regard- 
ing the  arrangement  of  bis  garden,  whiJi  show  that  he  was 
more  than  an  amaicui.  Whether  he  had  availed  himself  of 
Bitty  Langtey's  "New  Principles  of  (iardtning."  '  which 
was  Washington's  horticulture  guide  and  a  wrll-knnwn  au> 
ihoriiy  in  those  davt,  is  not  kn<iwn:  yet  he  seems  to  have  bad 
a  practical  knowledge  of  what  was  needed,  and  a  few  of  the 
nocet  left  by  him  may  be  appended  to  show  what  is  meant. 

t.  Tnraplani  fruit  Irtei  fiom  the  other  side  i>f  the  tiahle. 
a.  Fences    repaired.      (Worn    awa\  t    trpairrd    behind    stable. 
TW  eroM  fence   at   the   foot  of  the  hill?     Putaiuci   Bradhunuf 

Otm^  WihtiiiM— 1.  L^iyrtRiht.  A*murv  Cark..  ni  .  tltrt  a  M"*  litaiwl 
tmd  >anl  Mmmt  ibui  hw  Bfvn  r>>M  BHorr  lUumanainl  *iUi  a  Varviy 
«<  CiWWll  Pni^i."  by  Batlj  LanfSry       L>aJ^,  i;fS. 
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(jfciund   may   he  n-movi-d   and   used   fur  this  purpose.     Con  bo 
kinder  to  Ik-  prrmiitrd  tn  ran^r. 

{.  The  M>d  and  earth  ^ihith  were  removed  in  makin|c  the 
uhrrr  it  ii  f^'j'J  mav  Ik-  thrown  upon  the  grounds  in  front  uf  the 
and  a  few  wa^on  If  lads  of  the  i'om|xnt. 

4.  A  /)//.  h  tti  he  due  alone  the  fruit  garden  and  grove  about  torn 
fret  wide,  and  the  earth  taken  and  thrown  upon  the  tanJ  kill  m  ikt 
rear. 

After  referring  to  tlu-  arr.in^rrm-nt  of  flower  beds  and  At 
la\in^  cHit  of  a  ve^itahlc  ^arilen  he  proceeded: 


2.  The  (iafdenrr.  after  markini*  these  out  and  nuking  a 
nmg  hy  way  of  example,  will  apply  htm%elf  to  the  planting  of 
heriir%  in  the  on  hard,     lie  will  c"  tu  Mr.  Delafield  for  a  Mippljr  of 
the  F.ntrlish  s^irt  arui  if  net  %uthiient  will  add  from  our  own 
some  ti>  he  ^n{  tri<fii  our  neiehlxirs. 

{.  It  It  {.^n  he  dune  in  lirnr  I  &h<iuld  l>e  plad  if  space  COuM  be 
pared  in  the  .rnttr  of  thr  Huwrr  garden  for  planting  a  (tt 
lilie%.  h\aiinihs.  ami  'niiwine].  I  he  kpace  thould  be  a  ciiefe  of 
whiih  thr  dumctrr  is  t  i^hieen  lect:  and  there  should  be  nine  of 
tjih  viirt  ol  riiiwrr>;  hut  thr  ^jrdtnri  will  do  well  to  consulf  Mio  ikt 
ftf  .is*in. 

I  hev  mav  he  arranced  thus  Wild  ri»Mrft  ariHind  the  outside  of  ikt 
i)>'Wir  ujrJtn  with  jjurd  at  t<M)t. 

It  pia^^tKuMe  in  iiiik  I  \hf»ii!d  Ik-  ^lad  lomc  laurd  tbould  be 
pUnicJ  jl'^ni:  ihr  cdi:r  uf  the  shruhlKTv  and  round  ike  dttOip  of 
trees  near  ihr  house ;   alvi  \wrct  hriar%  and  [illepble] 

A  tew  di>jw4Mid  irrrs  nni  larce,  mattered  alonf»  the  margin  of  tke 
f^rnve  wiiiilil  hr  \tx\  plrjsjiii.  hut  the  truit  trees  there  must  be  fiisi 
rrriin\Ci|  jiul  jii\jnicd  in  trunt. 

I  hi  SI  JjlH.urs.  hi»wr\tr.  mu&t  not  interfere  with  the  hot  bed. 

Life  at  the  ( iran^e  was  unJouhtrdly  a  merr)'  one«  fat 
wnhin  Its  hiispitahle  walls  were  gathered  many  of  those 
ch  \er  popir  with  whom  llaiiiiitnn  had  »f>  much  to  do  dur- 
ing: his  (11.1  tu  \iars  I  if  hiisy.  ntfiiul  lilV.  (fouvemeur  Moms 
otrtn  I  unit  tr«>rn  Morrisania,  while  Kufus  King  dro^-e  o>«et 
troHi  Januua  in  Long  Island  to  di^cu&s  politics  or 
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with  the  former  Secretary.  'ITic  Schuylcrs,  too,  came  fre- 
quently, and  sent  g»x>d  things  from  the  Albany  homestead, 
and  in  many  of  the  (icncral's  letters  are  references  to  pro- 
di^oiis  gifts  of  vegetables  and  fruit,  which  were  consigned 
to  his  daughter  by  way  of  the  river  sloops,  while  in  the  winter 
it  was  rare  for  a  beef  to  be  slaughtered  without  a  quarter 
finding  its  way  to  the  (irangc. 

The  Hamilton  family  was  often  invited  to  Albany,  and 
alluring  accounts  of  what  awaited  them  were  drawn  by  the 
devoted  father-in-law.  General  Schuyler  wrote  from  \V<kkI 
Creek,  where  he  was  journeying  July  15,  1801:  "We  have 
excellent  mutton  here,  and  as  fine  and  fat  salmon  as  ever 
were  dished  and  I  believe  as  cheap  as  Cod  at  the  New  ^'orlc 
market.  I  gave  half  a  dollar  for  a  very  hnc  one  weighing  a 
little  more  than  nineteen  pounds.  They  are  taken  four 
miles  from  here." 

In  Hamilton's  periods  of  relaxation  he  was  to  be  seen  wan- 
dering through  the  woods  of  Harlem  with  a  single-barrrlU-d 
foiftling-piecc,  on  the  lookout  for  woodcock  or  other  game,  or 
he  found  his  way  to  the  wooded  hhores  of  his  estate  in  search 
of  an  occasional  striped  bass  in  the  clear  water  of  the  North 
River.  Etcfure  his  death  he  gave  this  gim  to  Ttumhull.  (be 
artist,  and  it  ultimately  came  into  the  writer's  possession, 
()n  ihe  stock  are  roughly  carved  the  letters  ".A.  Hamilton. 
N.  Y.,"  and  this  was  evidently  his  own  work.  When  occasions 
were  favorable,  the  worries  of  professional  work,  and  pos- 
•iWy  the  importunities  of  builders,  were  escaped  by  a  visit 
■othc  theatre.  Hamilton  and  his  wife  going  to  the  city,  where 
diey  were  the  guests  of  many  of  their  old  friends,  and  they 
flbll  kept  a  house  in  Partition  Street.  About  (his  time  the 
New  or  Park  Theatre  was  under  the  management  of  Hallam, 
or  Hodgkinson.  ot  Cooper.  .Acit>rding  to  the  contemporary 
pnm  h  appeared  that  the  most  generous  and  varied  kinds  of 
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entertainment  were  there  offered.  Among  the  pbjn  pco- 
duced  we  And  the  "Tragedy  of  Alexander  the  Great  widi  a 
(irand  Heroic  Spectacle  of  the  Siege  of  C)xydrace«'*  "The 
Positive  Man/*  the  "Duenna, Fhe  Lyar,"  "The  Man- 
ager in  Distress/'  "Count  lienyowski,  or  the  Conspiracy  of 
Kamskatka,*'  and  upon  one  occasion,  "Paul  Sc  Virginia,  the 
Plot  from  M.  de  St.  Pierre's  ver)'  popular  novel  of  the  tanie 
with  new  scenery  and  machinery  never  before  exhibited. — 
Dance  hy  the  Nef;nK*s.  the  Whole  to  Conclude  with  the 
representation  r»f  a  Tornado  in  which  Virginia  is  shipwrecked, 
who  is  seen  stru^ling  in  the  Water  while  the  Ship  is  BianM 
hy  Lightninp." 

In  the  New  ^'ork  Ex-nntig  P'*}t  of  March  8,  1802,  thcrr 
is  an  advertisement  headed  "The  Theatrical  Curiosity.** 
"The  'Two  Samuels  which  arrived  a  few  days  since  frooi 
Senegal  we  understaml  will  he  intriKluced  into  the  Triumplial 
Procession  on  Monday  K\eninp  at  Mr.  Cooprr*s  Bm^^ 
Inrinp  it  is  presumed  their  hrst  appearance  on  any  stage." 

Hamilton  alv>  attended  the  meetings  (»f  the  Philhannoaic 
Soiiit\.  whiih  were  held  at  Snow's  Hotel  at  69  Broad- 
v%a\ 

( leneral  Sihii\lir*s  \isits  t<i  the  (irange,  during  the  lattrr 
part  of  his  lite,  iHcime  less  and  less  frequent  because  of  bis 
ill  health.  Referring  to  the  illness  of  his  httk  grandaoa. 
one  tit'  Haniilton's  t>oys,  he  wrote  from  Albany,  Decrmber 
z'\  1^:2.  "I  ho[H-  he  is  now  perfectly  recovered,  and  tbat 
I  shjll  c  iTil>raie  him  here,  as  Mr.  Rensselaer  says  vou  i 
t<i  avKituparu  the  ( leneral  in  the  next  month  when  he 
Ih-  hen-.  I  his  uill  afford  us  additional  pleasure,  and  tbe 
journey  hv  nf  servue  t«i  \<iu,  and  if  the  wound  in  my  thigh 
and  the  <  ■'•iit  uhuh  has  sci/ed  on  one  f»f  mv  feet  will  pemil. 
i\e  will  ai  i  Mniparu  \«iii  f«»  ihr  ( irangr,  of  whose  beauties  the 
Patr««»n  s|HaLs  with  rapturt ." 
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In  this  letter  he  refers  to  his  grandson,  I'hilip,  his  name- 
take,  and  writes:  "  It  affords  me  greai  pleasure  to  be  advised 
that  he  is  anentive  to  his  studies.  I  hope  that  he  may  make 
eligible  Progress  and  become  a  man  of  Virtue."  In  April, 
i8a^  a  few  months  before  Hamilton's  death,  he  received  a 
visit  from  Chancellor  Kent  who,  in  a  letter  to  his  wife,  de- 
•cribcd  his  suy  at  the  Grange: 

"I  went  out  with  General  Hamilton  on  Saturday,  the  21R, 
and  nayed  till  Sunday  evening.  There  was  a  furious  and 
dreadful  storm  on  Saturday  night.  It  blew  almost  a  hurri- 
carte.  His  house  stands  high,  and  was  much  exposed,  and  I 
am  cenain  that  in  the  second  story,  where  I  slept,  it  rocked 
Hke  a  cradle.  He  never  appeared  before  so  friendly  and  ami- 
able. I  was  alone,  and  he  treated  me  with  a  minute  attention 
thai  I  did  iK>t  suppose  he  knew  how  to  bestow.  His  man- 
rters  were  also  very  delicate  and  chaste.  His  daughter,'  who 
ti  nineteen  years  old,  has  a  very  uncommon  simplicity  and 
RMdcst)'  of  deponment,  and  be  appeared  in  his  domestic 
state  the  plain,  modest,  and  afi'ectionate  father  and  husband."' 

Hamilton's  professional  engagement!^  about  this  time  took 
him  ofren  to  Albany,  and  he  either  went  by  sloop  or  mail 
stage,  the  laner  leaving  New  York  every  morning  at  six  and 
reaching  .Albany  the  third  day  after,  The  passengers,  mean- 
while, during  the  inter%-rning  nights  Imlgrd  jt  iVek^kill  or 
Rhiitebeck.  This  line  was  managed  by  William  Vander- 
Toon,  and  the  stage*  departed  from  the  corner  <if  Oirtlandt 
and  Greenwich  Streets.  The  proprietors  of  the  stage  line 
were  Potter.  Hyatt  ic  Company.  'I"he  fare  charged  was 
eight  dollars  for  the  entire  journey,  or  six-pence  a  mile  for 
way  patsengcrs.  On  these  journeys  Hamilton  wrote  fre- 
qacnily  to  his  wife,  and  he  was  undoubtedly  kept  informed 
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KEW-YORK  AND  ALIAMY 
MjIIL  STJGM, 

LEAVF3  N««.York  cwnr  nante,  ti  « 
•'ct«h.  Idftiii  h-kiktil  ind  tMsakMll. 
*nd  imiri  m  Atbifif  on  Ihc  third  iay.  P«a  •! 
CMh  paiKnf  mhiout*!  tifhi  dsllui,  a^  M  Mr 
nil*  iu<  wir  p*u«n(cn      F«  laHiaMr^  laKAaa 

Wick  ilr<fii.NawYa'k   tfijntr.  ITiran.AlkMii 
r»n.«T  H     tf         PIITTe».HT*TT*C«. 


nr  all  thai  wi-nt  on  iliirinf*  Ins  ahu-nrt.     He  nnainlv  f 
lime  to  iliTfi-t  thnv:  in  i.'lurt>i.-  of  thr  ini[>Tn%-enwnti  at  1m 

AUxiViJfT  Hamilt'itt  t'i  FAixaheth  Hamillin 


(i-KTRATK.  Oft   1^  t9oy 
My  1)^  \k  r.ii7.\:  I  arrived  hm- this  (lay.  in  about  at  good 
ht'jiih  an  I  Idi  h'-MH-  tliiiii};h  Mniu-whai  fatigued — 

'1  here  art-  v  •iiic  things  nticssary  to  hv  done  which  I  cwnintd 
mcnii'ininit  tn  miu.  I  wish  tin-  (.'arprntrr  to  make  and  inwn 
lu'ii  Chininit-s  for  wniilatini'  the  Icc-Dousc,  each  about  m> 
iVt-i  M)iiarc  Ac  four  fct-t  lone  hulf  alM>ve  and  half  bcknr  thr 
LimuiKl  to  have  a  rap  nn  the  top  sltipjng  downward!  lo  iluf 
the  rain  mav  nctt  easily  enter— The  aperture  for  letting  m 
ami  nut  the  air  to  he  atxiut  a  Timii  and  a  half  Mjuare  in  tbr 
\i(le  ininu-iliatelt  helow  the  I'ap  r«re/jrur/nn  the  other  ndr.*) 
Ill  J  M-patJie  ii>ni|KiM  hvd  iM-foimed  near  the  pre*cm  oww 
to  (iin<>i>.t  i>r  {  harrcK  full  of  the  day  which  I  bo«^^  6 
baTTeUni'  '7,1.  it  "i:iJJ  I  wai;i:on  loadvof  ihr  be«t  clay  fnihc 
Hill  opp4tvtte  the  (Ju.:kfri   f-ljin  this  tide  of  M*.  VerpUab 
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(the  Gardener  must  go  for  it  himself)  and  one  waggon  load 
of  purecowdung — Let  these  he  well  and  repeatedly  mixed  and 
pounded  together  to  be  made  up  uf  hereafter  fur  the  Vines. 

1  hope  the  apple  trees  will  have  been  planted  so  as  to  profit 
by  thi«  moderate  and  wet  weather.  If  not  done,  let  Tough 
be  reminded  that  a  temporary  fence  is  to  be  put  up  along  the 
declivity  of  the  Hill  from  the  King's  bridge  road  to  the  op- 
pofite  wood  so  as  10  prevent  the  cattle  injuring  the  young 
trees — the  fence  near  the  entrance  to  the  Helicon  Spring 
ought  for  the  same  reason  tu  be  attended  to — The  materials 
of  the  fence  taken  down  in  making  the  Kitchen  Ciarden  ic 
•ome  rubbish,  which  may  be  picked  up  will  answer — 

Remember  that  the  piazzas  arc  also  to  be  caulked  &  that 
additional  accommodations  for  the  pidgeons  are  (o  be  made-^ 

You  sec  I  do  not  forget  the  Grange—  No  that  I  do  not;  nor 
any  one  that  inhabits  it.  Accept  yourself  my  lendeiest  af> 
fcction — Give  my  love  to  your  Children  &  remember  me  to 
Cornelia. 

Adieu  my  darting  .    w 

Mfs.H. 


To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hamilton. 
Parriiion  Street. 


No.  58 
rarriii 


PltKISIU..  fVl**w  «6. 

I  have  just  arrived  here  and  shall  stay  till  roniomtw. 

It  has  always  appeared  to  nw  that  the  ground  on  which 
our  orchard  stands  is  much  too  moiM.  In  cure  this,  a  ditch 
round  it  would  l>e  uHrful,  nerhap^i  with  a  ^unk(-n  rrn<.-r  as  a 
guard.     But  this  last  may  be  considered  at  a  futurr  time. 

If  you  can  obtain  one  or  two  more  ljlM)rer*.  it  may  l^r  ad- 
viuble  to  cut  a  ditch  round  ibe  orchard-  three  fret  deep 
bjr  thrrc  feet  wide  at  the  botinm.  The  day  that  comes  out 
ef  tbe  ditch  will  be  useful  to  give  firmness  to  our  toado  and 
mty  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

Vet  you  will  consider  this  merely  as  a  suggestion  and  do 
u  jrou  think  best  after  you  shall  nave  ascertained  whether 


L 
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\nti  i';in  procure  any  bc'ttrr  matiTJaU  for  the  purpoie.     Rut 
rrinirnlHT  that  mvxv  ^finJ  ami  stones  will  not  answer. 

Wrv  atfei'tionateiy  mv  beloved, 

Yrs  A.  >l 

Mrs.  I'.li/alx'th  Hamilton 
at  llarrli'PU 

Ntw  ^tirk. 
I  was  lAtrrrni'lv  ilisapfKiintcd,  my  dear  Kli/a«  chat  the 
Moniia\*s  |x»st  ilitl  nnr  brine  mv  a  letter  from  you.  ^'ou 
iiM-il  fM  kic-p  \(»ur  pnwiiiM-s  lu-ttrr.  And  yfiu  know  that  I 
shmiKi  he  :in\iniis  nl'  \(»ur  health.  IT  the  succeeding  pmc 
d'K's  riMf  riitih   flu-  ofiiisNiiin  nf  the  fornter,  I  shall  be  diw 

S.KlNtird  .Itlil  p.lint  il. 

\iiii  II  n)\   biloMil,  .ind  he  assured  that  I  shall  iHvt  l«ne  a 

lUMiiuric  to  i(  tiitti  i«i  v<>u. 


Saturday  ind  nl  <  )^  tnht-r. 


^'ours  tenderly* 

A.  H 


Mr^.  I  li/.ih((h  ll.iiTuIton 
at  H.ii  rif  ni 


Sundav 


I  w.is  m\u\\  (ilit\(il,  niv  dcir  I'li/a,  hy  the  receipt  \xsfer« 
d.i\  in«i(ini.^  ••!  \"i]r  If  ru  r  i>t  Mnndav  last.  How  it  came  to 
|»(  S.I  l>iii^'  ill  l.i\(  li  I  .1111  una  Me  t«»  con  lecture.  But  the  dclav 
i:.i'.«  iTiii  h  un«  .l'»m^N^  in  ifiriNCfjut-nie  of  the  imperfect  stair 
•r  li'.ilrh  HI  win  h  1  h.iii  left  \iiu.  I  thank  (mm]  %*ou  vrrrr 
I  '  V.  T  ?  r  i::i!ii.i.  ii:\  I  I1/.1.  \i.ij  are  \ery  essential  to  me 
^  •  .7  i:r-:t  s  :*:•  ri  .ii'.i  w.**iv  «  ndi  ar  \ou  to  me  and  e&pen- 
«v  *"  :i  .irvl  I*,  ri  i  ";i^  i:uf  n  mt  that  true  happiness  is  ofiK 
r     ■•   •     ;"  !  II)  tilt   ' — •1:1  i^t  •»(i<-^  ti^sn  larnilv. 

I    .1  :  :  !.   ;*•    .  rli.iT  I  itm\  Im  .iMi  to  lca\e  this  place  snnner 

*'  ."  I  i  .1  !  •    -M''r.l  lip-'Ti.  V.,-,  i.f)  F  rulav  or  Saturday.    Rut  1 

•     i     i;':'>  .rri  .1  .mi.!  rii.i\  l*f-  ilctained  tdl  Sundav  moris- 

r  .'       I  '•  1    .If  .■"!  t  •. « r^tN  I  r:  .'f  \m1I  hrini:  "'«"  home  on  luttd^j 

y   !  lit  'M.'«  iMl^nc  da\s  m  |M-rformingthc  jourDcjr. 
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I  am  anxious  to  hear  from  Philip.  Naughty  young  man! 
But  you  must  permit  nothing  to  trouble  you  and  regain  your 
precxHit  hcaltn. 

Adieu  my  beloved.  ,    j. 


The  returns  from  his  farm  seem  to  have  been  trivial;  a 
few  baskets  of  strawberries,  cabbages,  and  asparagus  were 
■old  in  1802,  the  returns  from  the  same  being  i,";,  10.2.  And 
the  experience  of  the  amateur  farmer  then  seems  to  have 
differed  but  little  from  that  of  most  of  us  to-day. 

After  the  sad  turn  of  events  which  followed  the  duel,  we 
find  the  widow  loath  to  leave  the  happy  home,  but  struggling 
on  to  keep  her  little  family  together  and  clinging  as  long  as 
possible,  to  the  place  so  sanctified  by  tender  memories. 
Braw  to  a  degree  and  unusually  masterful,  she  managed  the 
ettate  and  ditected  the  workmen.  Although  the  elder  boys, 
Alexander,  James,  and  John,  were,  respectively,  eighteen, 
■iateen,  and  twelve  years,  (hey  could  be  of  little  help  to  her, 
while  all  the  others,  except  Angelica,  Wi-cre  of  tender  age. 
Her  devoted  sister,  Angelica  Church,  did  her  utmosr  in  per- 
■mde  her  to  give  up  the  country  pla<.-e  and  come  to  New 
York,  which  she  eventually  did,  but  meanwhile  she  made  a 
brave  hght.  In  a  letter  written  to  her  daughter  In  the  early 
yean  of  her  bereavement,  she  said:  "  I  rode  up  in  the  car- 
rufe  that  was  formerly  mine,  and  you  know  how-  ver)*  easy 
it  was.  The  boat  did  not  arrive  until  late  in  the  evening. 
I  am  now  in  the  full  tide  of  occupation,  four  men  to  attend 
ID,  6ne  morning  with  the  place  looking  lovely.  A  carriage 
dearest  and  yourself,  with  the  house  in  order,  would  be  de- 
lighiful  10  have." 

When  staying  later  in  Warren  Street  she  received  a  letter  I 
frtjfn  ber  lisier,  who  wrote:  "Your  brother  deems  it  the  1 
mom  prudent  that  you  remain  where  you  are.  ai  tl  is  utterly 
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impossible  for  ynu  to  be  ar  the  Grange  without  hor«r««  and 
their  expense  will  pay  your  house  rent.  He  thinkt  chr 
(trangt*  might  Ik.-  let.  If  you  please  early  on  Saturdav 
mfirning  -  say  at  seven  o'clcKk — I  will  be  ready  to  anrnd 
yciu  to  the  (Irange.'* 

It  was  s^Yon  after  this  that  her  necessities  forced  hrr  to 
dispose  of  the  home  she  and  Hamilton  had  planned  and 
built  together,  which  was  to  be  to  their  children  what  the 
SchuvK-r  home  had  In-en  to  them. 

fX-spite  the  generous  efforts  of  Hamilton's  friendly  and 
e\(-n  nf  ( teneral  Schuyler  himself,  who  died  a  few  mondis  aftrt 
his  vin-in-law,  no  such  comparative  luxury  was  pomblr  as 
that  which  had  hitherto  been  enjityed.  When  noc  risiting 
the  Albany  relations,  Mrs.  Hamilton  made  New  York  her 
home,  where  she  brought  up  her  children  as  best  she  could — 
the  tw(»  filler  lw»\s  receiving  help  from  friends  and  acquira^ 
the  father's  profession. 


CHAPTKR  Xn 
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Hahiltok's  prejudice  against  duelling  was  sincere,  and 
die  mult  of  his  growing  conviction,  which  he  relucuntly 
disregirded  under  the  pressure  of  the  exigencies  of  the  time 
and  the  feeling  that  his  prestige,  as  the  head  of  a  great  though 
detDOnltzed  party,  would  sufTer  by  his  refusal  tu  meet  his 
sdverury.  Nearly  two  years  before  he  had  tttid  his  M>n 
Philip  to  lire  his  first  shot  in  the  air  when  he  was  called  upon 
to  mett  Eaclcer  at  I'aulus  Hook,  and  his  several  communica- 
tions leave  no  doubt  as  to  his  extreme  reluctance  to  run  the 
riik  of  taking  the  lift:  of  another.  In  fact,  during  the  years 
1798  and  1799  he  had,  among  other  reforms,  advocated  anti- 
duelling  laws.  In  earlier  years  the  duel  was  m>  much  a 
matter  of  course,  and  so  (Kccssary  an  insiiiution  of  social 
life,  that  we  find  he  not  only  appeared  as  a  second,  hut  gave 
advice  to  others  who  contemplated  this  method  of  vindicate 
tf^  iheir  honor.  As  is  known,  he  was  the  scnind  of  the 
)>ounger  Laurens,  when  he  met  (irneral  Charles  1-ee  on  June 
28,  1778,  after  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  when  the  latter  had 
flpokefl  disrespectfully  o{  Washington.  Hamilton's  attitude 
upon  this  fjccasion  was  extremely  fair  and  sensible,  and  he 
did  his  best  to  adjust  matters  without  a  resort  to  extreme 
COfiaequcnccs.  Major  Kdwards  attended  Lee.  When  six 
paces  apart  the  principals  hrrd  simultanrnusly,  and  Lee  re- 
d  a  (light  wound.     When  he  proposed  a  second  exchange 
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of  shots,  and  Laurens  agreed*  Ffamiltnn  said  char,  *'unle«t  the 
(leneral  was  influenced  by  motives  of  personal  enmity,  he 
did  not  think  the  aHair  ought  to  be  pursued  any  further. 
hut  as  (leni-ral  Lee  seemed  to  persist  in  desiring  it.  he  was 
tcM»  tender  of  his  friend's  honor  to  persist  in  opposing  it.  It 
was  then  that  Major  Kdwards  intcrfcredt  and  explanabom 
were  made  that  were  satisfactor)*/*  A  minute  narraiiw  of 
the  entire  prcKeedings,  concluding  with  the  statrmrnt  that* 
"u(>on  the  whole,  we  think  it  a  piece  of  justice  to  the 
gentlemen  to  declare  that  after  they  met  their  conduct 
strongly  marked  with  all  the  politeness,  generosit)'. 
and  firmness,  that  ought  to  characterize  a  transaction  of  thii 
nature/'  was  drawn  up  by  Hamilton  and  agreed  id  bjr 
Kdwards.' 

In  1779  Hamilton,  when  a  lieutenant-colonel,  wai  slai>» 
dtred  by  a  Reverend  DcKTtor  William  Ciordon,'  of  Jamaica 
I'lain,  Massachusetts,  who  spread  a  story  to  the  cfTcct  that 
Hamilton,  at  a  "public  coiTee  house,'*  had  abused  Congret*- 
Ihis  was  at  a  time  when  the  latter  was  withholding  the  pay 
(if  ihr  army,  and  when  there  was  much  discontent  among 
rhi-  tr(M>ps,  althouL^h  there  was  more  trouble  in  1781.  Ham- 
ilton was  rep«)rti-il  to  have  said,  in  the  prcsciKc  of  other  oft- 
ci-rs,  "that  the  armv  would,  bv-and-bv,  turn  their  amis 
up'iii  rhi-  country  ami  do  themselves  justice,"  and  again.  **  that 
It  \%.is  hiirh  time  tor  the  people  to  rive,  join  (ler^eral  Wash- 
inL't<»n  aiui  turn  Oin^ress  out  of  lXM»rs."  Hamilton  wat 
appriM  li  iif  this  alle^t-d  sriiitious  language  imputed  to  him  by 
a    I  uiiti  ri.int-C«>lonel    HrcMiks,   and   he  quickly   traced   the 

:  7    -•   •  ■    •  '  «a«  lY.r  i  h*;  Ia;"!  -4   iKr   Pn  n--*  ift]   C  tl^iiM   m 
M.     ■        '"'       H'  MA  'f  '      ,        ■     ,  '  11  T^i  I  unit'   II  npiMliit 

?    ■:■*■■■    A *  •* ■  -'..  'I'r  ?*  r  •  -  rAt..'*"^  iKaii  t.1  i-r;4*r  iW  -^^wir 
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libel  10  Francis  Dana,'  who,  however,  denied  the  respon- 
tibilin'  for  the  accusaiion,  and  ^avc  ihc  name  of  Gordon  as 
ihat  of  the  culprit.  VSTien  cornered,  the  latter  admitted  the 
eustcncc  of  a  mysterious  witness  and  informant,  and  his 
letters  lo  Hamihon  were  notably  evasive  and  exasperating. 
Two  are  presented,  one  of  which  embodied  the  clergyman's 
detennination  thai  Hamilton  should  not  be  permitted  to 
challenge  his  traduccr,  and  another  from  Hamilton  which 
shows,  even  at  this  early  date,  that  he  did  not  look  upon  a 
duel  as  an  adequate  cure  for  wounded  honor. 

It  appeared  that  nothing  came  of  all  this  correspondenee, 
and  that  Gordon  was  a  fussy  mischief-ma  Iter.  Colonel 
David  Hcnly,'  who  was  Hamilton's  represent3ii%e,  had  a 
poor  opinion  of  the  clergiman,  for  in  a  leaer  of  September 
I,  I779t  he  said:  "1  do  think  Col.  Hamilton  you  will  find 
Doctr.  Gordon  the  cause  of  this  mischievous  and  false 
Repon — the  other  Day  he  was  prov'd  a  I.yar  in  the  pubUcIc 
Street,  and  had  it  not  have  been  for  his  Cloth.  I  am  sure 
would  have  been  more  severely  dealt  with — he  more  than 
once  has  occasioned  Quarrels  by  his  Condutt."  And  a^^ain. 
"Yesterday  I  delivered  vour  Letter  to  Doctr.  (lordon  and 
hope  you  will  receive  such  satisfai'iion.  as  ik  due  you  either 
in  wounding  him  in  his  honor,  or  by  trcatin);  the  man  with 
contempt  that  has  endeavored  to  injure  your  Reputation." 

TWarh  Ittna  (tJU-iBii)  Fl>r«l  ">  Iroponani  pan  In  raitf  AmvrWn  aflain. 
la  ■}•*  hi  MM  *a  UraU  Brkaki  ■*  IIk  wurtary  t>(  Juhn  A4am>,  I-  or^AiMXr  thr 
naHf,  aad  fialtil  lo«  Mime  fi»n  ■bni«<l  rncagnl  in  diplimalk  ■nth.  In  i  ;llj 
'      d  CkM  jMkc  of  UkMaibuirtli.  aixl  la  ■;»  n*  ■  dtlrawr  tu 

ntlaMsi  in  tjfb.     Id  i;;;  tomiiMiida  u4  imop* 
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RiVerntJ  f/'illiam  Gordon  to  Alexander  Hamilton 

Sik:  I'pnn  mv  rt-turn  home  from  a  visit  on  (he  Mondar 
evi-nin^  I  rri'i-ivfil  \()urs  without  a  date.  However  common 
the  priiuiplc  inav  Ih\  on  which  you  urf^e  me,  to  an tmrnrdt" 
tiU  Jtreil  and  expliiit  answer  as  tho'  the  least  hesitation  or 
rrst-rvf  mi^ht  j»ivc  room  for  conjectures^  which  it  can  4r 
neither  your  wish  nor  mine  to  excite — it  is  certainly  a  false 
f>nt:. 

In  many  cases  a  gentleman  may  receive  informarion  frocn 
persons  of  indisputahle  character  which  it  may  be  hi|^T 
pmper  for  hini  to  communicate,  without  discovering  the  io- 
lurnier;  and  I  am  convinced  vou  will  think  with  mc«  when 
\nu  have  heen  metre  c(»nversant  %«ith  the  world  and  read 
mankind  more.  Neither  will  such  gentleman,  when  con 
!k  inus  (it*  his  own  integrity  and  of  established  character  re- 
gard the  conjectures  of  those  who  are  almost  or  altogether 
NiraniiiTs  to  him. 

I  do  not  mean  hv  advancing  those  sentiments  to  rrfitsc 
\ou  aid  in  iletecting  the  inventor  of  a  calumny.  Mr.  Dana 
ni<  nrit>ns  his  ha\ing  the  declaration,  alluded  to  in  his  letter 
fr'nn  me.  I  le  communicated  to  me  Col.  Brook's  letter  to  vou, 
and  VMiirs  rn  hiitiselt'  and  the  substance  of  what  he  inteiKlcd 
to  write.  I  olipited  to  nothing  regarding  myself,  except- 
ini:  its  heini:  saui  piMi.  ctpee  house  in  which  I  supposed  hin 
miNTaLin.  I  underst<MHi  it  was  a  puhlic  house^  but  rather 
tliMij;:li(  it  was  ni>t  the  coH'ee  house.  'Iliat  excepted  the 
stntiiiwnr  was  as  he  had  represented,  whether  the  words 
wi  It  hit  nrii  alU  the  same  or  not.  I  am  glad  to  find  by  what 
\oij  hj\t  wrote,  that  \ou  ha\c  lost  all  remembrance  of  k;  ms 
if  scrMs  ti»  shew  that  it  was  the  eHiin  of  a  sudden  iratufo^ 
and  ri'it  ft'  a  depra\ed  judgment.  Vou  will  infer  frooi 
heme,  that  I  supposed  the  sentiment  to  have  been  tpoteii 
I  do:  u|xin  the  helief,  that  my  informer  was  a  persoa  of 
\eracit\,  and  lould  not  he  mistaken,  llie  reasotis 
these,  his  general  character,  and  his  declaring  that  ic 
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uiterrd  in  his  hearing.  I  saw  him  on  his  way  from  Phila- 
delphia. He  left  the  City  sumetimc  after  the  inhahitanu 
had  been  undivided  by  Mr.  Dean's'  imprudent  address,  in 
which  he  promised  us  great  discoveries,  tho'  he  had  made 
none;   and  by  which  he  raised  a  jealousy  of  Congress,  and 

rjt  many  upon  clamouring  against  them.  In  this  crisis,  and 
conjecture  thro'  conversation  leading  to  it,  you  was  betrayed 
into  a  speech  tantamount  to  the  representation  made  me. 
You  was  not  the  only  one  that  spoke  unguardedly  all  thia 
season.  Persons  of  etgual  or  with  superior  talk  arc  known 
to  have  done  it,  and  many  in  the  military  depanmeni  having 
been  soured  by  the  hardships  ihcy  had  undergone  and  an 
apprehended  neglect  of  iheir  grievance  and  on  the  pan  of 
Congress  backwardness,  to  re<lress  them,  seemingly  took  a 
pan  with  Mr.  Dean;  and  the  unguarded  expressions  that 
fdl  from  them,  then  and  afierMards,  provetj  alarming  to 
weak  but  good  minds.  I  was  much  hun  in  my  own  feelings 
because  of  the  wrong.  I  am  convinced,  if  led  some  to  do  his 
Excellency,  in  fearing  thai  such  sentiment  were  dropi  in  his 
practice,  without  meeting  with  a  funher  chn.'k.  My  in- 
ibfinef  told  me.  that  he  took  notice  to  vou  of  (he  unsuitable- 
nen  of  such  like  expressions,  with  which  you  was  rather  dis- 
pleaied,  but  that  he  in.%isic:d  further  upon  it,  and  that  then 
It  ended.  I  should  infer  from  its  representation  given  me 
that,  (here  were  others  In  Company.  I  have  not  mentioned 
hit  name;  but  if  vou  cannot  posslblv  Tei.*ollect  having  said 


anything  like  what  he  reponcd; 
tMumny;    an<f 


..  and  insist  upon  knowing  him,  I  do  not  Imagine 
he  would  object  to  it,  but.  whether  he  do  or  not.  shall  mcn- 
non  him,  upon  your  assuring  me  upon  luur  honour,  that  vou 
will  neilhrr  give  nor  accept,  cause  to  be  given  nor  accepted, 
a  challenge  upon  the  occasion,  nor  engage  in  any  rccountct 

*  IBm  Dmo.  Aim  Im  rrltira  (mm  ft%twr.  vhne  br  h«<l  RiAilr  (iiatnn*  (rilh  <rr- 
Ml  hlHril  tMcm  who  ■ufaanjvcnUr  I'xiithl  In  Ibc  Amrrk-ao  RrmlniiiiB.  hr  n- 
Mnad  to  fUI«M|ilMB.  CiMnlui  InunnliatHt  U'uati  Uuh  vuh  tum  U*  fan  •Urgnl 
faMdrf  bHfHkrillto  Md  cAniiviptKr.  >n/|  hr  rnuinnl  t»  »>■&<*  t'>  oIiUM 
daoHNHtil* pn>*« U» CM*.  Mawiwhil*hu«iitnicTVirwfn>-4  <br  FTmb  **n 
nek  W  to  «^B  Ua  a  |i»MM  w«  fr«M.  uid  be  AbI  In  IkiUnd.  uul  •litrakrd  ntii 
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that  may  prodiici-  a  duel — for  tho*  do  not  in  f»rncral  prodiKc 
inort-  than  the*  hnnnrahic  scttU-nu-nt  of  a  dispute,  \rt  thci 
may  hv  the*  unhappy  cause  cif'  the  puhhck's  losing  gcHid  and 
useful  memhers;  and  u|)on  the  principles  of  rrligum  I  am 
totally  averse  to  them,  ^du  must  further  assure  me,  that 
y«iu  will  ailmit  of  the  matter's  being  thoroughly  cxamiiird 
into  In  Conuress,  or  indi\iduals  (»f  the  first  charactrr.  Ihc 
o\ersii:ht  (»f  individuals  t(Ni  often  raise  prejudices  against  a 
whnlc  hody.  It  is  comnum,  and  \et  commonly  condemned 
I  am  convinced  that  notwithstanding  the  natural  tendency 
i»f  martial  manners,  there  are  as  u«N»d  citi/ens  in  the  militan 
line,  as  f»ut  of  it;  and  I  h<ipe  that  the  event  will  e%er  vhr» 
that  hv  far  the  majtiritv  c»f  our  f>Hicers  love  the  liberties  of 
cid/ens  mtire  than  anv  earthlv  command  what&oever.  1  as 
earnestly  \%ish,  that  the  citi/ens  of  the  I'nited  States  ma%  do 
jtisticr  to  the  armv,  and  their  own  engagements  by  kecpin|[ 
it  up  ti>  the  spirit  of  them  wherein  it  is  possible,  that  «o  our 
hra\e  brothers  mav  not  have  anv  just  cause  of  complainc 
when  affairs  are  brought  to  a  settlement. 

Sir 

^'our  most  obedient  humble  servant 

William  Goroo^c 


.llfXiifiJiT  Iliif^ulVfi  tj  t'if  R^.'.  ff'dltam  Gordon 

I)i  \K  Sik:  I  havi-  recei\ed  your  letter  of  the  2$fii  of 
AuL:iist  \shich  \i>u  will  probablv  not  be  surprised  to  hear  it 
h\  TM  means  satisfji  tor\ .  Instead  of  gi\ing  up  the  author 
(it  the  aicusjfinn,  \ou  charirablv  suppi>se  me  guilr>,  and 
amuse  MiufHcIt  in  a  stream  of  conjecture  (which  whatrser 
.".'/r '::.:.';■  it  nij\  have  was  ccTtainlv  unneiessarvK  about 
tlu  manner  in  wbiili  the  aHair  happened  and  the  mofi^rs 
rli.iT  prtilijviil  it  ^'nur  i-ntirmg  a  \olunteer  to  apolupig 
t'  •!  nil  IN  n*  I  ill  iii!>t  J  mark  nt  \ « •ur  i  nndesi  ensitin  and  of  %our 
bt  rif  \<<IrrK  I ,  Jill!  W'liiKI  fnjk«-  if  ungrateful  as  mell  as  0^ 
il«  i<  :ir  ii  Mispi  I  f,  tbjt  the-  itinilitMiis  with  %«hiih  \ou  fettrff  a 
« ••iT'i'li.t::.  (  with  v.w  r«  {iii  nT.  pr*%rcil  tr<>ni  anv  other  cai 
thjn  a  LuJjble,  th«>u^h  perhaps  tn  this  instance^  an 
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zralt  fnr  the  interests  of  religion  and  for  the  good  of  Micicty. 
It  shall  never  be  said,  ihal  you  had  rccuurne  to  a  pitiful 
evasion,  and  attempted  to  cover  the  dishonor  of  a  refutal 
under  a  precious  pretence  of  terms,  which  you  know  as  a 
gentleman.  I  should  be  obliged  to  rcgret^I  venture  however 
with  rvef)'  allowance  for  the  sanctity  of  your  intention  and 
with  all  possible  deference  for  your  judgment  to  express  my 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  concessions  you  require  on  my 
pan,  as  preliminaries  to  a  discovery,  which  I  still  think  you 
are  bound  to  make  as  an  act  of  justice.  This  is  a  principle 
fnnn  which  1  can  never  depart;  and  1  am  convinced  I  shall 
have  the  common  sense  and  feelings  of  mankind  on  my  side. 
An  opinion  of  mv  inrxpfrieme  seems  to  have  betrayed  you 
into  mistakes — Whatever  you  may  imagine  Sir,  I  have  read 
the  world  sufficiently  to  know  that  though  it  may  often  be 
ennoenteni  to  the  propagator  of  a  calumny  to  conceal  the  in- 
ventor, he  will  stand  in  need  of  no  small  address  lo  escape  the 
•uspicions  and  even  the  indignation  of  the  honest  and  of  the 
disinterested.  Nor  can  1  but  persist  in  believing  that,  rtot- 
withstanding  the  confidence  which  from  a  very  natural  par- 
tiality you  place  in  your  own  character,  the  delicacy  of  your 
•entimeni  will  be  alarmed  at  the  possibility  of  incurring  this 
danger  and  will  prevent  your  exposing  yourself  to  it,  by  re- 
fusing, or  delaying  any  longer  to  comply  with  so  reasonable  a 
demand. 

It  often  happens  that  our  zeal  is  at  variance  with  our  un- 
dentanding.  Had  it  not  been  for  thi»,  you  might  ha\e  rn'- 
oOcctrd.  that  we  do  not  iww  live  in  the  days  of  chivalry. 
and  you  would,  have  then  judged  your  precautions  on  ihe 
•ub)eet  of  duelling,  at  least  useless — The  go/jJ  semr  of  thr 
frfifnt  Umt!  hai  happily  founJ  out.  that  to  prfA:e  yiut  ou'rt 
intKKfnet,  or  thf  matue  nf  an  rt.vuj^r,  thf  u'«r/(  mrth',J  you 
tmn  lake  u  to  run  him  through  the  hoiit  or  ihrxtt  him  thr'jugh 
tke  heaJ.  And  permit  me  to  add.  thai  while  you  fell  an 
aversion  to  duelling  on  the  principles  of  teliginn,  you  ought 
in  charily  to  have  supposed  others  p<isscs<ied  of  the  same 
■cruples — of  whose  impiety  you  had  had  no  prwifs.  Ilut 
whatever  may  be   my   final  determination  on   this  point. 
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ou^ht  tci  hv  a  matter  of  indifTcrvncc.  Tis  a  gcNid  old  maxim, 
to  whiih  we  may  safely  adhere  in  mcist  cases  that  we  ouj;hf 
tr>  lid  our  duty  and  leave  the  rest  to  the  care  of  heaven.  The 
crime  alleged  to  me  is  of  such  enormitv,  that  if  1  am  guilts  it 
ou^ht  not  to  p)  unpunished,  and,  if  I  am  innocent,  I  should 
have  an  op|>«irtunitv  of  vindicating  my  inncK'ence.  The 
truth  in  either  case  should  appear,  and  it  is  incumbent  upon 
\ou.  Sir,  to  afford  the  means,  either  hy  accusing;  me  to  m\ 
civil  (ir  military  superiors,  ut  hy  disclosinf;  the  author  of  the 
intiirmation. 

^'our  anxietv  to  engaKe  me  "to  admit  of  the  matfer't 
heln^  thorouchlv  examined  into  hv  Congress  or  individuals 
of  the  first  character'*  was  e<|uall\  superfluous.  1  am  at  all 
times  amenahle  to  the  aurhoritv  of  the  state  and  of  the  laws; 
and  \vhene\i-r  it  slmuld  he  the  pleasure  of  Omgress,  the 
mr.ins  ot  hririirini:  me  to  justice  for  anv  crime  I  ma)  ha%e 
coiiiinirtnl  are  ohvious  and  eas\.  without  the  assistance  of  a 
tnrm.il  stipulation  on  m\  side.  I  shall  n<it  expose  m%self 
to  the  ridicule  of  self-im|>ortance  ii\  apphing  to  Confess 
f<ir  an  m<|uirv,  nor  shall  I  invite  the  charge  of  impeninence, 
h\  prMmisini:  to  ilo  what  1  have  no  piiwcr  to  refuse.  I  thaD 
(inl\  (In  tare  fur  m\  own  satist'ai  tion,  that  v>  far  as  concerns 
n>\Mlf.  niifhini:  wnuld  cive  nw  ^reate^  pleasure  than  to  ui>» 
dc  ri;"  the-  strii  trst  scrutinv  in  anv  le^aj  nunle  in  the  rectitude 
c*t  in\  iondiiiT,  «in  this  arul  on  ev«r\  other  <K*casion  as  a  toi- 
dit  r  nr  as  a  uri/m.  With  n  sprct  to  an  examination  b%  iiH 
diMiiuals  of  iharjiter.  whenever  I  have  it  in  my  poirer  to 
I'lntmnt  m\  aiAustr.  1  shall  tale  care  to  do  it  in  preseiKe  of 
witni-sMs  of  the  hrst  re  spcctahilitv,  who  will  be  able  frooi 
what  thi  V  see  and  hiar,  to  till  the  wfirld  that  I  am  innocent 
and  uMured  and  that  hr  is  a  contemptihie  defamer. 

Ir  iN.  n<>  dtiuhr.  untnrtunate  for  me  that  \ou  have  pr^ 
iiidi:cd  the  lasr  and  are  of  a  different  opinion.  You  prt^ 
tfvs  td  i^ivf  in-dit  to  the  storv,  heiause,  \ciu  sav,  \oM  in- 
t'tniir  "is  a  man  of  veraiitv  and  cr>ulJ  n'A  he  ffUMimi^u.** 
Fi'Mi  this  dcHiription  he  is  prt>haM\  n<>t  a  sfJdier.  or  sou 
W"utd  haM*  hirn  more  iniliruil  to  suppose  him  fmUiU^ 
Miit  whtKMi  111  ma\  hv  vou  have  certamlv  shown  a  factlirr 
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in  bclic%'ing  (hat  does  honor  to  your  credulit)'  at  the  expense 
of  your  candour.  I  protest.  Sir,  this  is  the  first  time  1  have 
heard  my  own  veracity  called  in  question.  Mad  you  not 
eiven  a  sanction  to  the  contrary  by  your  example,  1  should 
have  indulgently  flattered  myself,  that  1  had  as  much  right 
to  be  believed  as  another,  and  that  my  denial  was.  a  countcr- 
batlance  to  the  assertion  of  your  informant,  and  left  the 
affair  in  suspense  to  be  decided  by  the  future  circumstances. 
You  persue  a  ditferent  line,  and  in  the  overflowing  of  your 
pious  hatred  to  political  heresy,  have  determined,  that  I  must 
be  guilty  at  all  events.  You  ascribe  the  denial  to  a  deficit  of 
mrmory,  and  pretend  to  think  it  more  likely  that  I  should 
have  lost  all  recollection  of  the  fact,  than  that  you  should 
have  been  misinformed.  Far  from  accepting,  1  absolutely 
n'fect  the  apology  you  make  for  me,  and  continue  to  believe  it 
impoiiihlf,  I  could  have  made  a  declaration  similar  to  the 
one  reported;  for  I  abhor  the  sentiment,  it  contains,  and  am 
conftdent  it  never  could  have  had  a  momentary  place  in  my 
mind,  consequently  never  could  have  dishonored  my  lips- 
The  supposition  is  absurd,  that  I  coutd  have  used  the  ex- 
prnstons  when  I  cannot  recognise  the  remotest  trace  of 
an  idea,  at  any  period,  that  could  possibly  have  led  to 
them. 

In  this  consciousness.  I  again  appeal  to  )'ou,  and  de< 
mand  by  all  the  ties  of  truth,  justice,  and  honour,  that  you 
immediately  give  up  your  author.  I  stake  mv  life  and  repu- 
tation upon  tne  issue,  and  defy  all  the  craft  of  malevolence, 
or  of  cabal,  to  support  the  charge.  If  you  decline  a  dis- 
ttwery.  1  shall  then  not  have  it  m  my  choice  to  make  any 
other  than  one  conilunnn. 

You  have  blended  several  matters  foreign  lo  the  purpose, 
which  might  as  wril  have  been  omitted,  I  shall  only  answer 
in  general,  that  1  religiously  believe  the  officers  of  the  army 
arc  among  the  best  citizens  in  America,  and  inviolably  at- 
tached to  the  libcnles  of  the  community;  iniinitely  more  mi, 
than  any  of  those  splenetic  patriots  out  of  it,  who  endeavMur 
foe  finttter  purposes,  to  instil  jealousies  and  alarms,  which 
ibey  themiaves  know  to  be  as  groundless  as  thry  arc  impol- 
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ixw  and  ridiculous.  Hut  if  any  individuals  have  been  in^ 
prudent,  i>r  unprincipled,  let  them  answer  for  ihcmseUes.  I 
am  rcsponsiMc  only  for  my  own  conduct,  ^'our  fran  foe 
ti)r  iniur\  which  the  indiscretion  of  such  pcr«>n^  mi|»hr  do  to 
the  general,  were  kind,  iiut  I  hope  unncirssarv.  Ihe  decided 
conhiience  of  Conuress,  and  the  hearts  of  the  people  ot 
America,  are  the  witnesses  to  his  inte^ritv  The  blame  ol 
the  unmeaning  petularue  (if  a  few  impatient  spirits,  will 
nr\  er  rest  upi  »n  him .  !•  tr  \\  Ik  kv  er  know  s  his  charactrr.  m  ill  be 
van^tiril,  that  an  nthi  c  r  wnuld  he  ashamed  tn  utter,  in  hu 
heanni:.  an\  sentiments,  that  would  disgrace  a  Citlicn. 

West  Pi»int.  Sep.   ^.   177  > 
The  Re\     Dr    <  i  •ril'H\  I  s.j. 

Hamilton,  whin  practisini;  law  in  New  York,  mat  ap- 
peatiil  ti  hir  ad\i^'e  h\  I.u utenant-C«»|cincl  Stephen  Rnchc- 
fiintaiTu*  while  the  latter  was  in  cummand  at  \Ve%l  Pinnt 
K  'X  h(  vaujip.r  h.iil  h(t-n  a  brilliant  engineer  officer,  and  had 
di^rin::uivheii  him^dr*  at  ^Hrktuv^n,  but  seems  to  ha\e  been 
ur'.{^  •{Hilar  wuU  hi^  ii<mrades  and,  at  timrv  h\per-sensiti«e 
(timral  lovipfi  ( i^rilner  S\%itt.  the  first  graduate  nf  the 
I'mriil  StatiN  Military  Acadenu,  ambiguously  said  of  htm- 

**It  is  fn  be  admirrrd  that  \%hate\er  mav  have  bern  die 
ta!' riTN  ••!"  I'olijntl  Rk  hi  fiintaine.  he  had  occupied  man^ 
l:  -  i  i^iNjti. ms  with  hiN  narrow  redmibts,  and  also  that  such 
w  -riLN  -Af  rr  m-ife  c« 'mmrnsiirati  with  the  \iews  of  O^j^ttm 
ar  'tu  Timt .  rhan  in  a«.CMri!jnke  with  those  «»f  the  OJc»ffKl  "  ' 
<J  ..irrt  'n  at  W  i  -^r  P-int  ^rt  r:j  t'l  ha\e  been  fret]uent.  and  as  a 
r  .'«  -AfTr  V,  ••!,  .!  [..  J  pj*sji;e  at  arms  I  here  prr»baNi 
W.IN  V.  r,u  ?::  •!  .n  ltr'.\ef-ri  tfu  French  and  AmefK'an  oftcefx 
j:'.!  Tf'.r  r- J'"- J  I'T.  .*  ii-.  I'll  V .  ?' .  nr  t'f  the  latter  were  rKiconou^ 
1  Im^  was  1  u  ,.'1  r-.jr-.T  Uiiium  Wilsun,  then  at  West 


HAMILTON   AND   BURR  367 

who  •e«ms  to  have  Been  a  very  disagreeable  person.  In  1795 
be  was  tried  by  rour(>mariial.  ordered  by  Major  Lewti 
Tousard,  but  escaped  puniiihmrnt.' 

A  year  later  Rochcfontainc  had  a  quarrel  with  him  grow- 
ing out  of  the  court-ma nial,  and  wrote  two  letters  to  Ham- 
iltcm,  but  it  it  to  be  regretted  that  the  responses  of  the  tatter 
are  not  available. 


LifuUnant-Colon^  Stephen  Rachejontaine  to  Alexander 
HamtUon 

WuT  ToixT,  AftU  sBiK,  )746- 
DlAR  Sir:  Give  me  leave  to  apply  to  you  fot  advice  in  a 
very  disagreeable  case  which  happened  to  me  here  a  few 
da)"!  ago,  it  perhaps  has  been  misrepresented  tu  yuu  by 
ih^  who  form  a  party  acalnst  me  in  the  corps,  hut  you 
may  rest  assured  that  my  honor  has  not  been  stained  in  the 
Icaji;  and  I  hope  that  if  you  find  me  guilty,  it  will  only  be  of 
imprudence,  and  of  no  dishonourable  act. 

The  cause  of  dislike  of  the  nflicrrit  to  me  may  be  ascribed 
to  their  being  colleaed  at  West  Point,  while  I  was  absent, 
and  allho'  unknown  to  most  of  them,  they  took  such  a  wrung 
turn  against  me,  that  I  hardly  did  receive  marks  of  common 

'  ftaw Jlafi  fd  «  BOirrml  Court  ManU  o(  (br  Cnr^  ••!  ,\rtilkriiU  aod  Knfl- 
MV*  CMHnkaded  bf  LinaBuni ^olnttrl  R<ahf4iinulnr  hrl.l  ai  Wm  PninI  Ihii 
t^  ^  «l  Jw«  l^rS.  t>r  nnkt  »(  SUjit  t.r«u  TmumkI  al  Wrtl  PoUil. 

Lmn   JoKW  McCtutw,  Prri't 
ttumkm%:  LoVT.  J    P.   H*lk.  Limr    N    Ftimax, 
Lttm.  GmDM.  Limr    MCHLEMam^K 
IW  CaiKT  hcnteg  n«t  acrmMT  lo  ittf  nuirt  nl  Majof  TnuMnl.  hairtei  tam 
4rfr  •■"«  M<>  taring  appobitnl  IJnil    J    V    tUI'  rn.v.trr.  arr  nt  .iptnna  thai 
sad  lo  tbr  IHaJ  o(  Utut    Wrn    Wd.m  ai  rhm  hai  nut  bRti  pnt. 
bdort  ibcn.  anit  ai  br  hai  hm  ai  Uih  tiarnsm  W  mar  (tun 
_  m  <l*v>.  tlwT  <W>  In  (TNMiitrTalkMi  <U  thr   t'th   AUbIt  oI  iW  «|. 
■  af  JaadoB,  cwowmtnij  to  thr  C^wTunaixrinc  ulkit.  Iluit  iW  Sn*d  d 

Jmo    MtCtAttn.  /.ir 


Imm  Ordnir  fcnk  No   i.  Con>  irf  AniBerkta  aMi  r«tla(ii..  c 
at  W^  pDtet,  Mar  7-  'T9S  > 
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politeness  wlu-n  I  first  came  tn  join  them  here  last  Januarr, 
aciil  (c)  (hat  the  general  antipathy  of  most  of  the  indmduaU 
nf  this  coimtrv  lor  anv  sort  of  suh<irdination,  and  vou  will 
know  pretty  near  the  principle  of  that  great  and  most  p'nrral 
(lissatislai'tion  af  the  officers  towards  me.  A  Mr.  Wilion, 
Lieut,  in  the  Corps,  as  eontemptihie  a  character  at  can  be 
Oiund  anywhere,  was  particularly  charged  with  the  honouf- 
ahle  trust  of  provoking  me.  (Mr.  Wilson  has  killed  a 
|{f  other  othcer  in  a  Duel  alniut  a  12  months  ago.) 

On  the  11*^1  of*  this  month,  two  officers  only  were  at  Pa- 
rade and  2  were  ahsint  without  cause;  instead  of  acbnK 
with  the  Rigidity  of  the  I  aw,  I  sent  from  Parade  a  message 
tn  rhe  ahsents,  one  oidy  came,  and  the  others  refused  id  ac- 

I  tile  ti»  the  le«|uest. 

At'ter  the  I'.venin^  Roll  Call,  as  I  was  retumin|;  home 
pj^sing  iH-fore  Mr.  Wilson's  cpiarters,  I  saw  him  out  of  his 
wituliiw  calling  \er\  Inml  to  the  Major  who  was  also  in  siKhi. 
hy  the  n.iine  of  (nhn,  his  christening  name,  adding  some 
iniuri<ais  expresvinns  t(»  it.  At  last  my  own  name  was  pn^ 
nounced  with  the  epithet  of  DumufJ  RascaU  and  other  ex- 
presNinns  intended  to  Ih'  \ery  provoking.  I  thought  Mr. 
\\  iNnn  intoxicateil,  f>r  at  least  f>ut  of  his  senses,  two  offcers 
within  the  R<Mini  were  exciting  Mr.  Wilson  hy  loud  6tB  of 
I..nii:hing.  I  tVlt  \ery  tiiuch  discontented,  and  for  an  hour 
I  ilid  remain  uncertain  ahout  the  part  I  should  take; — a 
CfMirt  rn.irti.ll  i«im|viM-ii  of  officers  contrary*  to  tne,  wtnild  not 
find  any  pnMits  of'  my  accusation  against  Wilson,  and  it 
wi>i]ld  nnlv  Ih'  giving  publicity  to  gross  Insults,  which  an 
iitfitc  r  dariii  tt»i>tfer  without  an\  punishment.  1  thoti|;ht  the 
miMh  lit'  puni*«hin^  him  l>y  a  pri\ate  Interview,  which  wotdd 
d(  ri  r  iirhir  nthicrs  from  further  insults  of  that  kind  was 
prrti  r.iMr  \s  I  w  js  ^<iing  to  impart  my  resolution  on  that 
h<  jil  tn  M.ii«<r  Ri\:irdi,  I  met  Mr.  Wilson  taking  a  Walk  bv 
hiniM  It'  hf  Nti>p|>fd  at  a  little  distance  from  me,  expccum 
as  I  Mip|xiM-.  rh.it  he  wmiKI  \\v  nj^iLc  ri  to  hv  tne.  I  called  oa 
hiin  jnd  I  Impiired  nf  hiin  it  he  wjs  the  man  who  an 
iH't'nrr  that,  h.iti  sn  ImidU  and  ^o  shamfully  »preurd  hii 
self  in  pnmouncing  my  name .  his  answer  was  that  he  did 
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I  told  him  thai  I  was  vrry  glad  that  he  did  deny  it,  or  clsr  it 
would  have  been  pronouncing  him»eir  a  vilain  and  a  scoun- 
drrll, — that  if  had  somrihing  against  mc  he  might  call  on  me 
at  any  time,  and  may  be  assured  that  I  would  grant  him  any 
redress  that  a  gentleman  might  wish  from  another  gentle- 
man St  a  brave  man.  Mr.  Wilson  had  a  Small  Cane  in  his 
hands,  and  at  the  expression  of  Scuundrell.  which  I  suppose 
he  did  think  himself  very  deser\'ing  of,  he  lifted  it  up  as  to 
strike  at  me.  I  had  a  Sword  Shtathrd  tn  thf  ScabharJ,  anJ 
raped  over  with  a  t^rge  brll,  provoked  by  ihe  former  Insult, 
by  the  shameful  denial  of  Expressions  intended  to  be  very 
pubtick  outrages,  for  I  heard  them  joo  yards  o(f, — and  they 
were  Issued  out  in  presence  of  a  Dozen  of  Servants  or  Wait- 
ers playing  in  from  of  the  house,  and  Knraged  at  the  Idea 
that  he  was  going  to  strike  mc,  I  discharged  once  on  his 
shoulder  a  Blow  with  the  hilt  of  my  Sword.  I  felt  instantly 
that  1  had  been  imprudent,  and  to  repair  it  as  well  as  it 
lay'd  in  my  power.  I  did  offer  him  on  the  Spot  the  Natisfaciion 
that  he  might  wish  for.  the  moon  shone  very  bright,  and  1 
observed  (hat  if  he  had  had  his  Sword  on  as  a  Man  who  has 
Insulted  another  ought  always  be  ready  to  give  satisfaction.  I 
would  fight  him.  lie  called  to  his  servant  to  bring  him  his 
Sword,  but  he  did  ob*ier\'c  that  he  did  not  know  how  to  make 
WK  oTit.  I  proposed  him  then  to  fight  him  with  any  wcap- 
oiM  he  wished  to  propose,  and  pistols  were  agreed  upon. 
and  15  minutes  were  required  before  we  met  with  a  Second 
oa  each  side;  the  agreement  after  we  met  was,  that  in  order 
10  avoid  the  formalit)-  of  a  Duel,  we  should  settle  the  dispute 
by  1  Rencounter  with  two  loaded  pistoU  each  and  a  Swotd. 
Tl»e  fires  were  to  be  given  at  pleasure  and  the  distance  l>e 
such  as  it  suited  the  two  adversaries;  the  first  fire  went  otf 
almoM  at  the  same  time  on  b<Jih  sides.  My  second  I'isiol 
ivcnt  off  unaware  and  1  remained  against  my  antagimisi  who 
bad  jm  a  Loaded  pistol  against  me.  Mr  came  up  to  me 
within  three  steps  and  missed  fire,  it  is  a  general  rule  in  such 
occasions  to  lose  the  chance  when  the  pi%tol  has  not  gorw  off. 
j«et  my  adversary  cocked  up  and  missed  his  fire  a  second 
CuiMt  in  order  to  prevent  his  firing  a  thiid  time,  I  frW  on  him 
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to  try  to  prevent  him  from  cocking  his  piece,  but  he  did  it 
notwithstanding,  and  his  pistol  misted  fire  again,  the  music 
touching  my  hreast.  1  he  t^\'o  wittnesses  came  up  then  and 
separated  us,  my  nohle  adversary  enraged  at  not  auassinai- 
in^  MK'  on  the  spot,  was  furiously  asking  piwder  of  his  lecoiid* 

tn  kill  said  he  that  S of  a  B ,  tfiis  was  his  noble  ea- 

pri'ssidii  on  that  occasion. 

It  is  to  Ih'  remarked  that  that  aflfair  which  amcmg  men  of 
h(»n(»ur  is  {generally  kept  a  Secret,  was  known  thro'out  the 
garrison,  and  wc  wcrt*  immediately  surrounded  by  people 
whom  Mr.  Wilson  had  informed  of  it.  the  reason  why  would 
Ih'  im|xissll)lc  for  me  to  guess  at. 

\\V  all  retired  to  our  (|uarters,  my  second  and  myielf 
persuaded  (hat  the  Rencounter  having  taken  place,  it  put  a 
stop  to  all  further  proceedings,  and  had  made  up  all  dift- 
culries  a^reeahly  to  stipulation.  Two  days  afterwards  I  re- 
cei\ed  a  written  challenge  from  Mr.  Wilson  thro'  his  fotmei 
second.  I  answered  him  that  according  to  our  agreements 
we  had  made  up  ff>r  the  Insults  and  that  1  requested  he  would 
nor  menrinn  that  matter  anv  more. 

Here  In -^ins  the  fK*rhdi(»us  agency  of  the  officers  who  fbnn 
a  Party  against  ine.  Mr.  Wilson,  tho'  a  man  of  a  very  cois- 
tempnhle  charaiter,  has  lu-en  pushed  forward  and  prom- 
ised rhe  supi^irr  i>f  all  the  officers  if  he  would  prosecute  that 
affair  airainsr  me.  I  hey  ass«-mhled  together  upon  mv  an- 
swer, anii  then  Informed  me  that  on  hearing  of  my  rent 
sarisfaition  to  Mr.  Wilson,  my  Brother  officer,  for  a 
Insult  offered  to  him,  they  were  going  to  publish  mjr  ii 
fann'us  iiiriiluit  t<i  the  w(»rld.  I  refused  that  paper 
ir  was  ri(»t  siiriuil,  and  it  did  not  l)ear  any  mark  of  aui 
tiiirv  aKour  it.  Ihev  did  not  return  it.  Sunday  last 
thf  d.iy  it  was  hrou^ht  to  me.  .Mr.  Lovel  one  of  the  Ram 
I  I  .iilf  rs,  went  on  th.it  day  to  New  ^'(»rk — perhaps  to  have  it 
piiMisheil;  nn  Monda)  a  Mr.  himer  another  Ring  Lender. 
wf  nr  up  ro  ( tf»shen  xn  lu^in  against  tne.  as  I  underttaod,  a 
umI  priiM  i  iidfin  t'<>r  the  Mow.  On  that  »ame  day  I  did 
f'liTi  rill  iiffiicrN  fl-..it  I  was  sorrv  that  thev  had  not  had 
fiiltrui    iriMij^h  in  rtic    to  It  (  rnc  krH>w  the  object  of 
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meeting,  and  that  in  explaining  10  ihcm  the  affair,  with  its 
cautet  and  all  (he  circumstances,  I  tnighi  have  prevented  the 
Breach  from  opening  between  us,  and  that  they  pcrhapi 
would  have  l>een  o^nvinced  that  a  full  atonement  had  been 
granted  for  the  Insult,  agreeably  to  stipulation,  and  that  it 
was  unjust  to  carry  judgments  without  hearing  but  one  party, 
but  at  all  events,  I  proposed  a  way  to  come  regularly  and 
without  passion  In  a  Settlement, — which  was  to  leave  the 
inaiter  to  the  decision  of  three  officers  of  the  army  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  rules  generally  observed  in  affairs  of 
honor,  and  that  jf  they  did  determine  that  I  owed  fanher  satis- 
faction to  Mr.  Wilson  I  would  follow  their  decision  to  all  its 
extent,  upon  that  proposition  they  altered  their  former  plan 
aftd  changed  it  into  an  accusation  before  the  Secretary-  of 
War. 

I  am  now  arrived  to  a  few  Queries  which  I  would  wish  you 
to  favor  with  your  opinion  upon  and  as  soon  as  convenient. 
in  order  that  I  may  avoid  if  possible  (he  lncon\rnicncy  of  a 
writ,  which  may  be  served  against  me  upon  the  application 
of  rny  adversaries. 

Wncn  two  military  characters  happen  to  have  a  difference 
between  them,  which  has  been  the  cause  of  a  Ilreach  of  the 
law  short  of  murder,  and  when  that  affair  of  honor  has  i>een 
agreed  upon  as  a  Sufficient  atonement,  is  one  of  the  two 
Liable  to  f>e  prosecuted  by  the  other  before  the  Tribunals  of 
die  Stare? 

Is  an  offense  passed  on  a  Spot  within  the  territory  of  the 
United  Sutes  as  West  Point  is,  amenable  before  the  tribunal 
of  At  State  of  New  York  ? 

la  an  officer  accused  before  a  Military  Tntmnal  for  an 
offenw,  by  the  person  who  received  it,  liable  to  l>e  prosecuted 
ac  the  tame  time  before  the  civil  authority,  by  the  same  pet- 
•on  or  by  anybody  else  for  him  ' 

If  an  officer  is  tryed  before  a  Military  Tribunal,  and  ac- 
quitted or  condemned,  is  he  liable  to  be  prosecuted  again 
before  the  civil  tribunal .' 

Can  I  with  the  challenge  which  I  have  pinscssion  of,  check 
Am  writ  against  me,  if  any  there  is  ?     I  must  own  to  yoti  Sir, 
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that  I  would  consider  that  Mode  of  clearing  myself  as  Shamr- 
ful,  the  perfidy  of  the  act  perpetrated  against  me  would  be 
the  only  reason  that  would  niake  me  pass  over  it«  and  the  di^ 
agreeable  situation  of  being  under  the  weight  of  an  arrest 
from  the  Civil  Authorit)'  would  l>e  a  further  reason  in  fa^xir 
of  it. 

I  will  dispense  Sir,  with  any  further  (^eries  upon  the  sub- 
ject laid  before  you*  I  have  tried  to  detail  it  as  much  ai  I 
cf>uld,  in  order  that  vou  may  he  led  bv  the  circumstancr«« 
and  that  you  may  give  me  explanations  upon  points  which, 
the  essential,  I  have  not  perhaps  insisted  on  or  even  per- 
ceived. 

The  most  delicate  point  which  I  would  be  glad  you  would 
favor  me  with  your  opinion  upon,  is  that  of  honor,  my  hrm 
determination  is  to  gi\e  full  and  ample  satisfaction  if  wanted, 
even  was  it  unasked,  fnr  I  conceive  that  a  man  is  the  most 
unhappy  f»f  wretches,  if  he  is  convinced  that  his  honor  afid 
delicacy  have  received  a  check. 

I  am  with  great  Ksreem  and  Respect,  Dear  Sir 
^'ou  obcdt.  humble  ^M:rvant 

SlFP.    RfKlU  FONTAINE 

I.t.  Col.  Com'dr.  of  the 

Artr.  tL  Enp. 

.Alex.  Hamilton.  Ksf]e.. 

Atfornc  y-at-law.  New  ^'ork. 

On  May  lO  he  again  wrote: 

U'UT  POIVT  »t  Ptssa&ju. 

I)»  ^R  Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  vou  in  the 
cniiTM-  of  List  week,  a  letter  detailing  the  affair  which  passrd 
U  twnn  Mr.  Wilson,  a  I.ieut.  in  the  Corps,  and  mj'seff;  the 
InjuritN  iitfrrnl  \%x\  Kich  siilrs  had  Inren  settled  agrreabhr  id 
the  riiltN  ••!' honor  adopted  b\  gentlemen,  and  in  cotisrqurarr 
ot'  a  I'urruular  agreement  made  by  the  two  Seconds.  Two 
davs  jttrr  1  rneivf-d  a  ihdllenge  from  Mr.  Wilson  bjr  htt 
s(ii»n(i.  Mr  Im\(I.  a  l.iruc  alvi,-  mv  answer  was  that  I 
l<H»k(il  'm  thai  affair  as  sertled.  Some  of  the  officers  who 
arc   far  t'rom  U-ing  my  friend^,  and  who  are  too  PriidcM  •» 
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Eipo«e  tbcmsrlvcs  without  danfprr. — they  a&scmblcd  the 
offitxr*  who,  thro'  hatred  to  mc,  others  thro'  fear  of  their 
BrotKcr-in-Arms.  many  without  any  other  motive  but  in- 
•ubnrdinatiot).  which  is  gcneraly  impregnated  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  under  a  Free  Ciovernment,  signed  a  sort  of  libel 
in  nhich  ihey  declare  that  they  will  publish  to  the  world, 
that  after  insulting  Mr.  Wilson.  I  refused  to  give  him  satit- 
foctiofi;  I  refused  the  paper  which  was  not  authenticated 
by  any  tignature  and  I  aid  not  receive  it  back,  but  ibcy  sent 
me  a  copy  of  some  charges  laid  against  mc  before  the  Secre- 
csrvoTWar. 

Mr.  McHenr)'  has  sent  me  the  copy  of  the  accusation,  and 
hai  iwc  informed  mc  yet  what  plan  he  expected  to  proceed 
upon, — I  desired  him  by  this  post  to  grant  me  a  Coun  of  In- 
quiry instead  of  a  Coun  Martial.  The  Court  of  Inquiry 
nuy  investigate  the  whole  affair  which  will  throw  the  ac- 
cusation to  (lie  ground, —a  Court  Martial  on  the  contrary*  cart- 
not  conceive  any  disposition  upon  facts,  let  them  be  so  near 
related  to  the  head  of  accusation,  if  they  ate  not  materialy 
in  the  charges,  ii  begins  also  by  a  Punishment,  the  arrest. 
This  is  at  least  the  principle  upon  which  our  officers  have 
Kird,  for  the)-  are  most  of  them  Lawyers  of  the  worst  Kind, 
rix:  full  of  those  low  means,  which  are  dishonorable  in  the 
«Te«  of  an  honest  man.  I  have  another  evil  to  cimtrnd  with, 
mat  of  preventing  the  officers  from  gaining  or  otherwise 
hiitdering  the  witnesses  that  I  may  call  upon  to  prove  cer- 
tain facu,  from  telling  what  they  saw  or  heard.  The  general 
n)-ing  among  those  people  is,  that  it  will  bring  trouble  unto 
those  who  will  take  any  pan  for  me. 

1  will  IKK  take  up  any  more  of  your  time  to  read  my  scrih- 
btine,  my  first  letter  has  gone  as  fully  as  I  thought  necessary 
on  me  oetails  of  that  affair,— I  wish  you  would  oblige  me 
with  your  advice,  both  as  to  my  conduct  toward*  the  civil  or 
miliary  prosecuoon,  to  avoid  the  evils  prepared  against  me 
by  bueiicM,  and  cowardice;  any  expense  attending  the 
fmnecutkin  of  my  enemies  and  my  drfenv-  upon  the  delicate 
poani  of  hoitor,  1  will  bear  with  x  great  deal  of  pleasure.  I 
wtfh  tbertfore  you  would  inform  me  what  will  be  twcewary, 
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and  the  Sums  will  imnicdiati-ly  be  for^'arded  thro'  the  Bank 
at  New  ^'ork. 

I  wish  very  much  for  your  answer,  and  I  am  ver)*  aiuiiouft 
to  know  if  you  will  condescend  to  take  my  defence  in  ikar 
aiTair,  in  which  I  may  again  assure  you  that  my  kcmor  hat 
not  received  the  least  attack  or  blemish. 
I  am  with  great  Respect 
Dear  Sir 

Vour  most  obedt.  Servant 

St  IP.    RCK'IIF.FONTAINB. 

I.t.  Col.  Oim'd'r.  of  7th  Corn  of 

ArtV.  ic  Eng'rm. 

It  dcxrs  not  appear  that  anything  came  of  all  thii,  and  it  b 
probable  that  through  Hamilton's  efforts  matters  werr  ad- 
justed. 

From  this  time  on  he  underwent  a  decided  change  of 
heart  regarding  this  method  of  settling  personal  diftcuhirs. 
Many  <»f  the  old  armv  and  some  of  his  friends  had  faDcs 
in  the  field  of  hcmor*  for  toward  the  end  of  the  century  en- 
counters of  this  kind  were  ttM>  often  the  result  of  trinil 
affronts  and  tavern  brawls.  When  his  own  belo%Td 
b<irn  |H'rished  in  this  way  his  h<»rror  of  the  duello  bee 
great  that  he,  whenever  pf>ssible,  fiirced  his  clients  and 
who  consulted  him  to  settle  their  difficulties  in  som 
extreme  wav.' 

lha\e  as  he  was,  it  may  be.  therefore,  perceived  hfom  his 
encounter  with  Aaron  Burr  was  one  that  he  was  rrluctaathr 
drawn  into,  and  quite  inconsistent  with  the  stand  he  had 
taken  for  the  last  twii  years  Inrfiire  his  death. 


*  IT.irr  1^  a  rrfrrrr.<r  in  Ha;;-:!!  •:/«  f«{<Y«  In  an  ntiaiinA  ia  17S7, 
a«;-ra  "    41  •"  ir.  a  i^.ia:rri  t«';«rrn  a  Ma '-r  Tirrtr  and  a  Mr  Aakd|m 

r.rj,*  :  ijr  '.■  ij        T-i  iir.r  i>f  ihrw  jprnslrrr-.m  he  wri4r     "I  can 
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Though  murh  mi tconrr prion  exitu  as  to  (he  rrlaiiofis  of 
Hamilton  and  Burr,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  destiny  shaped 
rf>rir  lives  in  such  a  way  that  their  path*  forever  crosud,  and 
that  or»c  always  affected  the  other  in  some  manner  during 
their  eventful  careers.  The  thought  certainly  ftug^rnts  itself 
to  the  fauliit  that  the  subsequent  death  of  Mamihon  and  the 
ditgrace  and  poverty  of  Burr  were  preordained.  A  study 
of  the  parallel  of  their  lives  becomes,  therefore,  one  of  inter- 
est. Thev  were  born  within  a  year  of  each  other.  Burr 
entered  Princeton  College  in  }-^(h)  when  but  ibirtet-n,  and 
graduated  in  1772.  lie  »uhw:<]ucnily  studied  the  t^pcl. 
but  e\-entually  became  an  atheitt.  Hamilton  entered  ilie 
Cbniinentat  Army  when  seventeen.  Run  when  nineteen. 

Both  were  brave  and  dashing  young  M>ldier%.  Rurr 
accompanied  Arttold  in  bis  expedition  to  (Juebec,  and  was 
pretent  at  the  famous  assault  on  the  city,  although  he  later 
<|iurrcUed  with  General  Montgomery.  From  May,  177^'. 
he  wai,  for  3  few  week*,  a  memher  of  Wa^hingtim's  staff. 
where  he  must  have  been  associated  with  Hamilton.  Mere 
he  wat  detected  in  "ImrrKiralities"  by  Washington,  and  his 
resignation  »  an  aide  demanded.  He  subseiguently  tried 
•o  injure  the  Commander-in-Chief  by  taking  tides  with 
Gates  at>d  Lee.  and  being  prosy  to  their  treachery.  He 
bcha«-ed  nell  at  the  battle  of  Mnnmoutb. 

Hamilton's  military  duries  undoubtedly  brought  bim  in  close 
contact  with  Rurr,  as  he,  too,  was  attached  to  Washington's 
staff.*  His  disagrrcrtK-nt  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  t>c- 
curred.  but  because  of  mHhing  worse  rhan  wi>undrd  vanitv. 
and  he  was  not  only  loyal,  hut  we  find  thai  be  anaiLed  both 
Let  and  Gates  in  defetKe  of  Washington.     Physically  Ham- 

•JteMAig  M  WortliiiWnn  Fifrl,  Bun  «••  nrrtt  tn  aidt-it^amt  U  V^kdilnf- 
IH^     IB*  >••■*  do**  But  •(■pni  In  ihr  l»i ,  la^  ii  H  (•«>i(i4r  hr  ■»  'Vtailol  Urn  a 

md.  XIV,  p.  4f*.     N««  York.  v..  r  rulMB't  Son*.  1II9J. 
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ilton  and  Hiirr  were  slight  men,  and  both  gifted  with  r\- 
traf>rdinary  powers  of  fascination.  As  Oliver  hat  pointrJ 
nut,  iiiirr  exercised  this  gift  to  win  any  one  and  ever)  imr. 
Ilaniiiton  disiriininated,  and  charmed  the  worthy  minonn  ' 
After  the-  war,  both  began  the  practice  of  law  in  chc  umr 
year,  and  were  asMK'iated  or  opposed  to  each  other  in  inan« 
ItK'al  iases.  According  to  his  biographers  Burr  had  f»o 
ri\al  but  Hamilton.  He  Anally,  after  eight  years  in  the 
I.c '^isLitiire,  came  to  New  ^'ork  and  took  a  magnificent  house 
kn«i\\n  as  Richmond  Hill.  From  the  first  he  prospered, 
not  nnlv  in  Allianv,  but  in  New  ^'ork,  and  lived  liixuriouslv, 
while  Hamilcon  was  not  so  well  favored,  and  gtM  along  a« 
will  as  he  could  on  much  smaller  emolumencs*  bringing  up 
his  larp-  fanuly.  When  the  former  began  his  legal  prac- 
tice in  Albany  he  was  twenty-six.     Hamilton  was  nrenn- 

In  |xilitical  life  Burr  was  always  a  consistent  and  bitfer  anti- 
Feder.ilist,  althf>ugh.  for  a  time,  he  pretended  a  half-hearted 
arrachment  td  this  party.  Later  he  was  more  or  less  of  a 
svct»phant  to  |etferv>n,  until  the  latter  grew  tired  of  htm. 
HiN  atheistic  ideas  niaiie  him  a  warm  partisan  of  the  cause 
of  the    Freriih    Republic.     Hamilton   detested   the   French 


■I 


h  ."     ;-         \'.  x"'x  v.r-a'-rrwa^fckrr.  he!  }n  a 

'  •■   a  .•    ■•■  r  !    -4'  ;•  (  .Ji>r.rl  Burr.      I 

>■'•'   Aa.&.' c  ».!h  ":«  r:»4hrr  m  Bnmiwaf 
I   ■-  i    ^  •  1      I    J"- 1  *•-•'.  ''t  ir::i  ;#«  '«!aAr.  iurri^ 4nn^jM  B^a 

'  -  »--  -     4*   I   .•   *irr.  A-.'!  lurnrd  In  gftjr  At  IHM.       ife 
•  •   -  K  4'    .  \  «  A-> «  xUrr,  «hm  «T  Bad  hHA,  I 

»  ■  i    .T.  •  .",       \\-.rr  I  «A« 'i^J  rr^^tfli  t«> 

'i  •   f  I  •  .-  1      „•  ^  •■    w  4«  !••  %i>ur-4[  mrff       T«v  «vrv  ^^^ 

.^  ■■■*'•      ••       ^   •■  "-r**   M   v.— 
I       a    •     •         *A       •     I    .■    .ji'n:   in   ahAl  N  (I 

-'  :.     ;U::c;i  »Ak  rrn-rr  ft;iUk.' 


HAMILTON   AND   BURR  377 

revoluboniiM.  Burr  was  iclfiiht  Hamilton  altruiftic,  de- 
voting his  ulents  to  the  good  of  all. 

So  far  as  is  known.  Burr  never  openly  wrote  anj^ing, 
and  there  arc  no  literary  remains  except  his  diar>'.  whicrh  b  a 
curious  and  eccentric  production.  All  unite  in  praiung  his 
eloquence,  his  shrewdness  and  cleverness,  his  "dauntlew 
resolution,"  and  his  great  itelf- possession. 

His  engaging  manners,  which  ha%'e  been  referred  to.  gave 
him  all  the  power  of  a  demagogue,  and,  for  a  time,  he  was  a 
master  of  men,  such  as  they  were.  "In  his  case,"  says  a 
critic,  "the  finest  gifts  of  nature  and  fortune  were  spoiled  by 
unsound  moral  principles,  and  the  absence  of  all  genuine 
convicrions.  llis  habits  were  licentious.  He  was  a  master 
of  intrigue,  though  to  littli-  purpose  "  ' 

In  later  years  the  paths  of  the  two  men  diverged  to  a  still 
greater  degree,  the  course  of  Burr  l>ring  marked  by  flagrant 
trickery  and  conscienceless  immoraiit)'.  In  contrast  to  this 
Wli  Hamilton's  purity  of  motive  and  hnnest  consistency. 

Though  Bun  and  Hamilton  were  nearly  always  on  op- 
posite political  sides,  this  was  most  marked  during  the  end 
of  the  eighteenth  ceniur)',  when  the  FederaHsis  were  effect- 
iially  overthrown  and  beaten.  Though  defeated  by  (ien- 
eral  Schuyler  in  i;*);.  when  the  latter  was  elected  senator. 
Burr  in  1800  became  Vice- President,  and  Jefferson  I'resi- 
dcnt,  there  being  a  tie  which  was  broken  bv  the  clct-tinn  of 
the  btier  to  chief  office.  It  was  at  ibiv  time  that  llamiltnn's 
pent-up  indignation  found  the  fullest  vent  in  a  series  of  Icliers 
both  from  his  pen  and  those  of  his  friends. 

Burr  was  a  member  of  the  convention  to  revise  the  Con- 

■btution,  and   was   unanintuuslv   elected   chairman.     While 

h  is  true  that  Hamilton  for  a  time  favored  JefferMm't  elev- 

boa  u  President,  his  advocacy  was  half-heattcd.  and  the  mi»- 

•  •AfflDltm\  CrtHwia  of  Amriaa  Kov^V^f."  f  4'7 
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taken  idia  arose  from  political  cxi((encies,  for  he  ccnjM  noc 
tolerate  Mutt  or  his  methcxis. 

In  this  oinnection  he  wrote  to  The«>dorc  Sedgwick,  in 
IX'cemher  22,  iSoo:' 

I  entirely  ai:ree  wich  you,  my  clear  sir,  that  in  ihrc%'entof 
JeHerson  and  liiirr  coming  tc»  che  Mouse  of  Reprcscncadvcs, 
the  former  is  to  Ik-  preferred.  The  appointment  of  Burr  at 
President  would  disgrace  our  country  abroad.  No  aprr- 
ment  with  him  could  In:  relied  upon.  Hii  private  circiin*- 
stances  render  disordt-r  a  necessary  resource.  His  pubbc 
principles  offer  no  i>hstacle.  His  ambition  aims  at  noching 
short  of  |H'rmanent  |>«iwer  and  wealth  in  his  own  prnoo. 
For  heavi-n*s  sake,  let  not  the  federal  party  be  responsible  for 
the  ele\ation  of  this  man! 

It  is  unfair  to  s;iy  that  Kurr  was  finly  a  "respectable  bwyvr 
and  sptukcr,'*  as  has  been  alleged.  He  was  really  brilliant. 
able,  and  full  f»f  reM>urces.'  Hamilton  was  associated 
him  in  many  cases,  and  Hurr  often  had  a  great  deal  to  do  wii 
the  ulfimace  success  of  the  particular  action — the  Le  Guen 
case  bcin^  an  exampli-  and  he  t(K>k  good  care  to  get  the 
lion's  share  ot' compensari(»n. 

While  Hamilton's  chief  success  was  before  juries,  it 
appear,  from  the  few  carefully  reported  cases  that 
appeal,  that  Hurt  \%as  more  f>ften  successful  there. 

In  the  early  dj>s  nf  the  acquaintance*  and  even  for  mmmf 
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years  after,  their  relations  were  not  unfriendly,  and  Hamitttm. 
doubileit,  admired  and  reopened  the  mental  qualities  of  hi* 
adversary,  and  was  fair  enough  to  admit  iii  but  he  was 
placed,  upon  many  occasions,  in  the  disagreeable  position  of 
appearing  against  Burr  for  clients  who  had  been  the  victim 
of  the  latter'f  dishonest  practices. 

Much  speculation  has  t>cen  indulged  in  regarding  Hamil- 
ton's action  in  meeting  llurr,  despite  his  strong  and  oft- 
apresscd  prejudices  against  duelling,  and  many  conscien- 
tious people  are  inclined  to  censure  him  for  this.  'I  here  can 
be  no  doubt,  however,  that  he  deliberately  sacrificed  himself 
for  his  patriotic  principles,  and  1  prefer  to  take  the  view  held 
by  a  few  persons  that  he  met  Hurr  only  because  he  knew  that 
his  future  usefulness  as  the  leader  of  his  party  would  have 
been  hun  by  any  exhibition  of  what  might  have  been,  in  any 
degree,  regarded  by  ihc  mob  as  the  white  feather.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  call  attention  to  the  obligations  of  the  code  in 
tho«e  days.  In  fact,  until  a  very  late  period  in  ihr  histor)*  of 
some  States,  the  refusal  to  accept  a  challenge  would  have 
been  paramount  to  a  confession  of  cowardice.  Fvcn  forty 
years  later  the  kind-hearted  and  peaceful-minded  Abraham 
Lincoln  prepared  himself  to  hght  a  duel  ^^ith  broadswords, 
and  actually  went  to  meet  his  adversary,  who  ingloriously 
retired  when  he  saw  his  huge  opponent  sta»htng  the  grass 
with  his  ctx>rmo4Js  weapon.'  As  Lodge  has  tniimaied,  llam- 
ilton  knew  that  the  time  might  come  when  civil  war,  or  the 
insults  of  the  French  nation,  would  precipitate  a  conflict,  and 
that  as  one  likely  to  be  majoi-grnerjl  his  prestige  as  a  com* 
iTutMler  Would  be  seriously  hurt  if  he  had  not  gone  out  to 

* IW  tfealnar  «M  HM  hfcmr  Janm  ^^hvhte.  «  tuMttuI  »ii>t  tuni'xu  t*nu>. 
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jso  ai-kxam)i;r  Hamilton 

Af^ht  wich  liurr.  AlthflU^h  Hamilton,  in  his  later  life,  haird 
the  V(TV  iilia  (if  settling  disputes  nf  perM>nal  wrongs  in  ihi« 
wav,  he,  as  a  stiKlier,  could  not  entirely  free  himself  from  the 
customarv  oMi^atit)ns  ot  his  profession. 

Kufus  Kin^,*  a  tem|H-rate  and  oMil-headed  man,  did  h:^ 
l>est  to  stop  the  duel,  and  in  a  letter  to  Charles  King,  April  2. 
iXig,  said:  *'^'ou  eannot  my  Dr.  Sir,  hold  in  greater  al - 
horrena-  than  I  do,  the  praitiie  of  duelling.  Our  lamentrd 
frirnd  was  ni>t  unaii|u.iint(-d  with  my  opinion  on  the  mjI»- 
jei't.  but  with  a  mind  the  most  lapadous  and  discriminating 
that  I  eviT  Lnew.  he  had  laiil  down  for  the  govcrnmrni  t'f 
himself  OTtain  rules  upon  the  suhjeit  of  DueU,  the  fallacy 
of  whiih  i'duld  not  fail  to  lu*  seen  hv  anv  man  of  ordinary  un- 
derstandin^;  with  these  guides  it  is  my  deliberate  opinion 
that  he  I'ould  not  ha\e  a\(iidc  d  a  meeting  with  Col.  Burr*  had 
he  e\en  dcilintd  the  first  I'halUn;^!-." 

After  the  dutl.  and  even  to-dav,  it  is  hard  for  aomc  ad- 
mirers  (»f  liurr  to  iulieve  all  this,  and  it  has  hern  rrpratrdh 
assertrd  that  llannlton  did  not  throw  awav  hi«  first  skof 
N(»t  onlv  is  this  irroncdus,  but  e\ery  utterance  and  action 
sh(»\\s  that  he  had  absolutrlv  nn  inti-ntinn  of  shocKing  Burr, 
and  thnti^h  his  pistnl  was  ihsihargrd  it  uas  an  in%oluntarr 
ait'  I  he  aii'iiunt  of  |)r  llosack  contains  rrferriKrs  to 
this,  anil  his  iiwn  letters  and  pafH-rs  are  convincing  wimrsirs 
of  Iun  siruere  ^«Mid  faith  In  the  statement  Hamilton  dm 
up  bct'iii  hv  l<iu^hf  he  spraLs  not  (»nlv  (»f  his  desire  to  avoid 
the  inters  ii  a  upon  "religious  and  moral"  grounds,  the  po^ 
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libit  lou  10  his  family,  and  a  senw  of  obligation  to  his 
crcditort,  but  he  uys:  "It  t>  also  my  ardrm  wi»h  that  I 
may  have  been,  and  that  he  [Burr]  iy  hit  futurt  conduct 
may  show  himseir  H'orthy  of  all  confidence  and  etteem,  and 
prove  an  ornament  and  blessing  to  his  Country."  If  these 
wordi  are  not  an  indication  that  he  believed  Burr  would 
survive,  and  intended  he  should,  they  mean  nothing.  Again, 
in  the  two  last  letters  to  his  wife,  there  is  a  clearly  expressed 
idea  that  he  would  himself  fall. 

This  paper,  written  by  him,  is  again  worthy  of  reproduction 
and  goes  to  prove  all  this: 

On  my  expected  interview  with  Col.  Burr,  I  think  it  proper 
10  make  some  remarks  explanatory  of  my  conduct,  motives 
and  views. 

I  was  certainly  desirous  of  avoiding  this  interview  for  the 
most  cogent  reasons, 

1.  My  religious  and  moral  principles  are  strongly  op- 
posed to  the  practice  of  duetline.  and  it  would  ever  give  me 
pain  10  be  obliged  to  vhcd  the  blood  of  a  fellow  creature  in 
a  private  combat  forbidden  by  the  laws. 

2.  My  wife  and  children  are  extrrmrly  dear  10  mr,  and  my 
life  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  them,  in  various  views. 

J,  I  feel  a  sease  of  itbligation  towards  my  creditors;  who 
in  case  of  accident  to  me,  by  the  forced  sale  o(  my  property, 
may  be  in  some  degree  sufferers.  1  did  r>oi  think  myself  at 
tibrrry  as  a  man  of  probit)-.  lightly  to  expose  them  to  this 
hazard. 

4.  I  am  conscious  of  no  ill  wilt  to  Col.  Burr,  distinct  fmm 
political  opposition,  which,  at  I  trust,  has  proceeded  from 
pure  and  upright  motives. 

Lasdy,  1  shall  ha7aTd  much,  and  can  possibly  gain  nothing 
by  the  issue  of  the  interview. 

But  it  was,  as  I  conceive,  impossible  for  me  to  avoid  it. 
There  were  intrinsu  difficulties  jn  the  thing,  and  artifiii^ 
emharrassments,  from  the  manner  of  proceeding  on  the 
pnt  of  Col.  Burr. 
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Intrinsic,  iH'cniisc  it  is  ncit  to  Ih-  drnicd.  that  my  animad- 
viTsions  on  the  |K)litical  prinnplcs,  character*  and  views  of 
Col.  Burr,  ha\e  been  extremely  se\ere;  and  on  diffrrtni 
occasions,  I,  in  common  with  many  others,  ha\r  made  %'er}' 
unra\oral)le  criticisms  on  particular  instances  of  the  private 
conduct  otthis  f^rntleman. 

In  pro|Mirtion  as  these  impressions  were  entertained  with 
sincerity,  and  uttered  with  motives  and  for  purposes  which 
mi^ht  appear  tti  me  commendahle,  would  be  the  difficuln* 
(until  they  it)uUI  be  removed  by  evidence  of  their  bein|s 
erroneous),  ot' explanation  or  a|xilo);v.  The  disavowal  rr« 
(]uiiiil  of  nu-  by  C'ol.  liurr.  in  a  f^eneral  and  indefinite  form, 
was  out  of*  my  |Kiwi'r,  if"  it  had  really  In-en  proper  for  me  to 
submit  to  be  so  (juistioned;  but  I  was  sincerely  of  opinion 
that  this  could  not  be,  and  in  this  opinifm,  1  was  conhrmrd 
by  that  ot*  a  \erv  moderate  and  judicious  friend  whom  I 
Cf)nsulted.  Besides  that.  Col.  Burr  appeared  to  me  to  aw 
sunu-.  in  the  fust  instance,  a  tr)ne  unnecessarily  peremp- 
tory and  menacing,  and  in  the  second,  positively  offensisr. 
^'et  I  wishcii.  as  tar  as  might  Iht  practicable*  to  Icavx  a 
d(M»r  o|H-n  to  accomiiKHlation.  This,  1  think,  will  be  in- 
iVrriii  t'rom  the  written  communications  made  by  me  atid  bjr 
mv  direcrifin,  and  would  Ih-  confirmed  by  the  conversations 
Ixrwnn  Mr.  \'an  Ness  and  mvsilf',  which  arose  out  of  the 
subu '  r. 

I  am  not  sure  whether,  under  all  the  circumstancrv  I 
did  IK  It  ^o  turther  in  the  attempt  to  accommodate,  than  a 
puruniious  delicacy  will  justify.  If  so,  I  hope  the  mod^'cs  1 
haM-  stated  will  excuse  me. 

Ir  In  n«it  mv  design,  bv  what  I  have  said,  to  affix  any  odium 
on  the  lomiuct  ot'C'ol.  Burr,  in  this  case.  He  doubclra  has 
brarti  nl'  .irumailvervions  of  mine,  which  bore  ver}'  hard  upon 
biiTi;  and  ir  in  prc»|ial)le  that  as  usual  they  were  accompa- 
futd  with  M'lne  taUehfNids.  He  may  ha\e  supposed  himirlf 
urult  r  a  nen  >Mr\  ot  acting  as  he  has  done.  I  hope  the 
i:rii!iiiilN  lit  Ills  pii»«eeding  have  In-en  such  as  ought  to  saufy 

I  rrii^r.  at  the  sjnu-  time,  that  the  world  will  do 
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justice  to  believe  that  I  have  not  censured  him  on  light 
groundi,  nor  from  unwonhy  inducements,  I  certainly  have 
had  «trone  reasonii  for  what  I  may  have  said,  though  it  is 
pouible  thai  in  some  particulars,  I  may  have  been  influ- 
enced by  mi.scnnstruction  or  misinformation.  It  is  also  my 
ardent  «-i%h  that  I  may  have  been  more  mistaken  than  I 
think  I  have  been,  and  that,  he,  by  his  future  conduct,  may 
show  himself  worthy  of  all  confidence  and  esteem,  and  prove 
an  ornament  and  blessing  to  the  country. 

As  well  because  it  is  possible  thai  I  may  have  injured 
Col.  Burr,  however  convinced  myself  that  my  opinions  and 
declarations  have  been  well  founded,  as  from  my  general 
pcinciplei  and  temper  in  relation  to  similar  affairs,  I  have 
reiolvedt  if  our  interview  Is  conducted  In  the  usual  manner, 
and  it  pleases  C*od  to  give  me  the  opportunity,  to  ttim-e  and 
tkrvw  away  my  first  fire,  and  I  ha\<f  thoughts  of  even  rttrrvtrtg 
my  secof>d  fire — and  thus  giving  a  double  opportunity  to 
Col.  Burr  to  pause  and  to  rcHea. 

It  is  iK>t,  however,  my  intention  to  enter  into  any  expla- 
naboru  on  the  ground — .^poloj^y  from  principle,  I  hope, 
rather  than  pride,  is  out  of  ine  (juestion. 

To  those,  who,  with  me,  abhorring  the  practice  of  duelling, 
may  think  that  I  ought  on  no  account  to  have  added  to  the 
number  of  bad  examples.  I  answer,  thai  my  rAativf  situation, 
ai  well  in  public  as  ptivate,  enforcing  all  iht-  considerations 
which  consdiutc  what  men  of  the  world  drnominaie  honour, 
ioipowd  on  me  (as  I  thought)  a  peculiar  necessity  IKK  to  de- 
dine  the  call.  The  ability  to  be  in  future  useful,  whether  in 
rv*isiing  mischief  or  effrcilng  grxxl.  in  those  crises  of  our 
public  affairs  which  seem  likely  to  happen,  would  probably 
M  RMeparablc  from  a  conformity  with  public  prejudice  in 
dn  piniculat. 

A.  H. 


CHAriKR  XIII 

THK  DIT.L 

TiiFRK  ncci]  lu-  no  spfculation  as  rn  the  cau«€  of  the  duel. 
What  has  lu'in  saiii  in  previous  ihapti-rs  shoi^i  chc  forcrs 
that  wrrr  at  work  for  a  \i*ry  lonp  rime,  hut  in  a  more  pro- 
nounicd  way  for  at  hast  two  years  iH'forr  the  event.  Fl%rn 
if  hr  hail  not  wishi-i]  to  lio  m»,  Hamilton  wai  unwilbn^lT 
oMi^rd,  in  thi*  prai'tio*  i»f  his  profession,  to  expoic  Burr'* 
i'orru|>c  prai'tiii-s  ami  the  manner  in  which  he  swindled 
his  ilirnts;  he  h.ul  no  choiii-.  In  political  anta|^niun  the 
worst  otfime  was  ^ivin,  for  Hamilton's  attacki  had  been 
unremittini;  anii  hitter,  ami  though  undrnakrn  becauie  he 
Inliexed  the  welLirf  nf  the  nation  demanded  the  defeat  of 
Kurr.    he    iould    e\|H-it    no   other   ending   than    that  which 

fnljowt  li. 

While  the  i f irre*«|wimieni-e  directly  connected  with  the 
s(•n(lin^  f)f  the  ihallen^e  seemed  forced  and  disingenuous 
ii|vin  Hurt's  part,  and  the  issue  was  directly  precipitated  bjr 
the  l.i((er,  he  w.is  unihuihtedly  goaded  on  by  HamillDn's 
si.ithiri^  d«  nuru  i.iTi(>n.  and  it  is  surprising  that  he  did  not 
fiifii  t}-.(  ilu(  I  up«>n  M-rne  nuuh  earlier  «»ccaMon,  a»  HamilcDO 
W.IN  .il  A.i\  >  tn  <    \\\  his  iriiiiisrn,  and  wrote  many  letters  and 

m 

ins|  :r>  I  rn.in\  hirn  r  rHwspj|Nr  attacks.  What  could  be 
iTi'-n  pf'i'. oUrii;  th.in  the  letter  addressed  to  John  Ruiledge, 
.III  I    f-iind    .ifrirwaril   arnnn^   the    papers  of  Francis  Ho^ 

Kin-.  :i  ■ 

j'4 
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Alexander  Hamilton  to  John  RuMgt 
(ConBdential) 

Nrw  Voii.  Jtf   4.  iStti. 

My  Dear  Sir:  My  cxirrmc  anxiety  about  the  rnsuine 
denwn  of  PreHdent  by  the  Mouse  of  Repreacntaiivcs  will 
rxcuw  to  you  the  libeny  I  take  in  addressing  you  concerning 
it  without  hcinj;  consulted  by  you.  Did  you  know  M'.  Burr 
a*  well  ai  I  do.  I  should  think  it  unnecessary.  With  your 
honest  attachment  to  the  Country  and  correctness  of  views, 
it  would  not  then  be  possible  for  you  to  hcutate.  if  you  now 
do,  about  the  course  to  be  taken.  You  would  Ke  clearly  of 
opinion  with  mc  thai  M'.  Jefferson  is  to  be  preferred. 

As  long  ai  the  Federal  party  preserve  their  high  ground 
of  intrgrit)-  and  principle.  I  shall  not  despair  of  the  public 
weal.  But  if  they  *)uit  it  and  descend  to  be  the  willing  in- 
struments of  the  hicvation  of  the  most  unfit  and  most  dan- 
cerou*  man  of  the  community  to  the  highest  station  in  the 
Govemttient — I  shall  no  longer  see  any  anchor  fur  the  hopes 
of  good  men.  I  shall  at  once  anticipate  all  the  e\ils  that  a 
danng  and  unprindpled  ambition  wielding  the  lever  of 
Jacobinism  can  bring  upon  an  infatuated  Country*. 

The  enclosed  paper  exhibits  a  faithful  sketch  of  .M'.  Burr's 
character  as  1  believe  it  to  exist,  with  better  opportunities 
than  almost  any  other  man  of  forming  a  true  estimate. 

'like  expectation,  I  know,  is,  that  if  .M'.  Burr  shall  owe  his 
elevation  to  the  Firderal  party  hr  will  judge  it  his  interest  tu 
adhere  to  that  patty.  But  it  ought  to  be  rea>llcctpd.  that  he 
will  owe  it  in  the  hrst  instance  to  the  Anttf'rderal  pany; 
that  among  these,  though  perhaps  not  in  the  Mouse  of  Kep- 
rrsentati^rs,  a  numerous  dass  prefers  him  to  M',  (rffetson 
at  best  adapted  bv  the  btildness  and  cunning  of  his  temper 
to  fulfil  their  mi»cnievous  views;  and  that  it  will  be  the  in- 
trrest  of  his  Ambition  to  prescne  and  cultivate  these  friends. 

M'.  Burr  will  doubtless  be  gfiverned  bv  his  interest  as  he 
views  it.  But  stable  p<iwer  and  wealth  b«-ing  his  obiects — 
and  there  being  no  pruspen  that  the  trspcctablc  anu  sober 
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firdcrali^its  will  countenance  the  projects  of  an  irrrpilar 
Amhitinn  nr  prodigal  Cupidity,  he  will  not  long  lean  upon 
them  hut  srii'cting  from  among  them  men  suited  to  his 
purpose  hv  will  seek  with  the  aid  of  these  and  of  the  most 
unprincipled  of  the  op|v)sitr  party  to  accomplish  his  ends. 
At  U-ast  such  ought  to  Ih-  our  calculation-  From  such  a  man 
as  him,  who  practices  all  the  maxims  of  a  Catiline,  who 
while  despising,  has  played  the  whole  game  of.  democracy « 
what  hetter  is  to  Im*  ItNiked  for.  T  is  not  to  a  Chapter  of 
Accidents,  that  we  ought  to  trust  the  (lovemment  pracr 
and  happiness  of  our  country  I  is  enough  for  us  to  know 
that  .\r.  iiurr  is  fine  of  the  mf>st  unprincipled  men  in  tlie 
V  States  in  onler  to  determine  us  to  decline  heing  rrsponnble 
for  rhe  precarious  issues  of  his  calculations  of  Interest. 

\'erv  different  ought  tn  he  our  plan.  Under  the  un- 
certaint\  nf  rhe  i.\ent  we  ought  to  seek  to  ohtain  from  M'. 
Jetfer^nn  these  iissiirances  i  That  the  present  Fiscal  S3nietn 
will  lu-  in.iintained  2  I  hat  the  present  neutral  plan  will  be 
adhered  ri>  {  I  hat  the  Na\ v  will  Ih-  preserved  and gradualljr 
increased  4  That  F<rderalists  now  in  office,  not  being  heads 
of  the  ^reat  departments  will  Ih-  retained.  As  to  the  heads 
of  Deparrnienrs  \  «nher  matters  he  ought  to  he  free. 

\nu  cinnot  in  mv  opinion  render  a  greater  ser\i€e  to  jrour 
Country  than  hv  exerting  xnir  influence  to  counteract  the 
im|>oli(ic  .ind  impure  idu  af  raising  M'.  Burr  to  the  Chief 
M.ii:istrai\ . 

Adieu  My  Dear  Sir  ^'rs  with  sincere 

affecn  A:  regard  ^     ^j 

^  A.  Hamilto^i. 

J.   Kutledge  Ksq' 

(  I  he  ini  insure,  alsn  in  Hamilton's  Handwriting.) 

f  Confidential) 

\    Kl  KR 

I  Me  is  in  ( \(-r\  m  nse  a  prnfligate,  a  voluptuary  in  the  em* 
rr«  iii« .  \Mth  uMKiiiiMiinn  hahits  nf  cxiH-nsc;  in  hii  prolesMMl 
I  \t"rTi<in.i(i    t<i  J  pri»\trh.    suspected  on  strong  grotuidi  cf 
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having  comipriy  served  the  views  ofihc  Holland  Company, 
in  the  capacity  of  a  member  of  our  Ireislature; '  and  un< 
dersiood  to  have  been  guilty  of  several  Breaches  of  probity 
in  his  pecuniary  iransaaions.  His  very  friends  do  iwi  in- 
mt  iipon  his  integrity. 

2  He  is  without  anubt  insolvent  for  a  l^ree  deficit.  All 
his  visible  pruprny  is  deeply  murtgaged,  and  nc  is  known  to 
owe  other  targe  debts  for  which  there  is  no  specific  security. 
Of  the  number  of  these  is  a  Judgment  in  favour  of  M*. 
AngcTsticn  for  a  sum  which  with  interest  amounts  to  about 
80/JOO  Dollars.' 

3  Tile  fair  emoluments  of  any  station,  under  our  govern- 
ment, will  not  equal  his  expenses  in  that  station;  still  less 
will  they  suffice  to  extricate  him  from  his  embarrassments. 
He  must  therefore  from  the  necessity*  of  his  station  have  re- 
CDurie  to  unworthy  expedients.  Inesc  may  be  a  bargain 
and  sale  with  some  foreign  power,  or  combinations  with  pub- 
lic agenu  in  projects  nf  gain  by  means  of  the  public  moneys; 
prrhapa  and  probably,  to  enlarge  the  sphere—  a  war. 

4  He  has  tKt  pretensions  to  the  Station  from  services.  He 
acwd  in  different  capacities  in  the  last  war  finally  with  the 
rank  of  L*Col  in  a  Kegitnent,  and  gave  indications  of  being  a 
nod  officer;  but  without  having  had  the  opponunity  of  per- 
forming  iny  distinguished  action.  At  a  critical  pfno«l  of^ihc 
^ar,  he  ti^gned  nit  commi«M»n.  assigning  for  cause  ill- 
health,  and  went  to  repose  at  I'aramus  in  the  State  of  New 

ieney.  If  his  health  was  bad  he  might  without  difficulty 
avc  obtained  a  furlough  and  wa«  not  obliged  to  resign.  He 
VM  afterwards  seen  in  his  usual  health.  The  circumstance 
exdtrd  much  jealousy  of  his  rtHitives.  In  civil  life,  he  has 
never  projected  nor  aided  in  producing  a  single  measure  of 
tnportant  puMic  utilit)'. 

5  He  has  constantly  sided  with  the  party  hi>stile  ft  ftrd- 
cnl  meuurcs  before  and  since  the  present  constitution  of 
At  U  Sate* — In  opposing  the  adopiKm  of  this  c^mstitution 
Www  engaged  cosenly  and  insidiously;  because,  ai  he  said 

*YMi>rtH«  kt  •wt'*  anmiN  >a  nurMr  iIm  !•«  nl  ihr  ^UI*  ul  Nm  Vwk,  pn- 
M*|i*MlahgUurf*yBMgftod.        'HmAui* 
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at  the  time  *'  it  was  trw)  strong  ami  tcNi  weak  "  and  he  hai  brrn 
uniformly  the  op|V)ser  of  the  Kcrileral  Administration. 

(}  No  mortal  can  tell  what  his  political  principles  are.  He 
has  talked  all  r<»ijnd  the  compass.  At  times  he  has  dealt  in 
all  the  jargon  of  facohinism;  at  other  times  he  has  prfK'laiinrd 
decidedly  to  total  insufficiency  of  the  Firderal  (fovemmrm 
and  the  necessity  of  changes  to  one  far  more  energetic.  The 
truth  seems  to  he  that  he  has  no  plan  hut  that  of  grttiriK 
[viwer  by  any  means  and  keeping  it  i>y  all  means.  It  it  prob- 
able that  if  he  has  any  the(»ry  t  is  that  of  a  simple  detpori«fn 
lie  has  intimated  that  he  thinks  the  present  French  conth* 
tution  ncjt  a  had  one. 

7  He  is  of  a  temper  Ixild  enough  to  think  no  cnfcrprite  too 
hazardous  and  sanguine  enough  to  think  none  too  difficult. 
He  has  censured  the  leaders  of  the  Fcrderal  party  af  wannilK 
in  \igour  and  enterprise,  for  not  basing  estahliincd  a  Mfom 
(lovirnment  when  they  were  in  possession  of  the  power  and 
influence. 

X  Discerning  men  r>f  all  parties  agree  in  ascribing  lo  him 
an  irre;;ubr  and  inordinate  ambition.  Like  Catiline,  he  it 
indefatigable  in  courting  the  young  and  the  pn>flipifc.  He 
kncus  well  the  wrak  sides  nf  human  nature,  and  takes  care 
tn  pljy  in  with  the  passions  of  all  with  whom  he  haf  inter- 
iMUfNc.  M\  natural  dis|x)sition,  the  haughtieiC  of  men,  he 
is  at  the  same  time  the  nmst  creeping  to  answer  his  purpotes 
C*'>ld  and  viillictcii  by  nature  and  habit,  he  fiever  Icvtes  ncht 
itf  his  fibji  ct  and  scruples  no  means  of  accomplishmg  it.  He 
1^  aitful  and  intriguing  to  an  incr>nceivahle  defgrre.  In 
siiiirt  all  his  i«induit  indicates  that  he  has  in  view  nodiinK 
If  ss  than  the  rsrablishment  fif  Supreme  Power  in  hit  o«in 
p«r^<>n.  Of  rhiN  nothing  can  Ih:  a  surer  index  than  that 
b.iMrii:  in  fait  bi^'h-toned  notirms  of  (iosemment,  he  hai 
n< -.<  rrh(l«  ss  ronstantly  oppovcd  the  ffrderal  and  covnrd 
thf  pnpiil.ir  p.irtv.  .\s  he  ne\tr  can  effect  his  with  by  the 
.11. i  ••!  i!<>"il  n.t  n,  b(  will  court  and  employ  able  and  daru^ 
Vi>'Nriirf!s  of  c\(rv  partv.  and  bv  a\aihng  himself  of  theu 
.i^M  r.tr:.r  .mil  nf  all  the  bad  passions  of  the  Society*  he 
in  all  liLchhiNid  attempt  an  usurpation. 
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8  Iiic]  Within  ihe  Uai  three  wrrks  at  his  own  Table,  be 
drank  these  loatta  successively  1  The  French  Republic 
2  The  C()intnissioncrs  who  negotiated  the  Convention 
J  Buonaparte  4  La  Faycnc:  and  he  countenanced  and 
seconded  the  positions  openly  advanced  bv  one  of  his  guests 
that  it  was  the  interest  of  this  country  to  leave  it  free  to  the 
BcUiftercnt  Powers  to  sell  their  prizes  in  our  poru  and  to 
build  and  equip  ships  for  their  respective  uses;  a  doctrine 
which  evidently  aims  at  tumine  all  the  naval  resources  of  the 
U  Sutes  into  the  channel  of  trance;  and  which  by  makinv 
these  states  the  n>ost  pernicious  enemy  of  G  Britain  would 
compel  her  to  f»o  to  war  with  us. 

9  Though  possessing  inliniie  an  cunning  and  address — 
he  is  yet  to  pvc  proofs  of  great  or  solid  abilities.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  at  the  Rar  he  is  more  remarkable  for  ingenuity  and 
dexterity,  than  for  sound  judgmtnt  or  good  logic.  From 
the  character  of  his  understanding  and  heart  it  is  likrly 
that  any  iniwvation  which  he  may  effect  wit]  be  such  as  to 
serve  the  turn  of  his  own  power,  not  such  as  will  issue  in  estah- 
ltshiT>ents  favourable  to  the  permanent  security  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Nation — founded  upon  the  principles  of  a  strong 
free  attd  regular  Government.' 

This  letter,  and  those  addressed  to  James  A.  Bayard. 
James  Ross,  and  Theodore  Sedgwick,  as  well  as  others, 
must  have  become  public  property,  or  at  Irait  have  been 
known  to  reach  Burr.  Although  the  iw-o  men  for  a  long 
time  naturally  hated  each  other,  there  d<irs  not  appear  to 
have  been  any  very  marked  outward  eipressinn  of  this  ani- 
iBiMtiy.  it  is  stated,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Cincinnati,  a 
few  days  before  the  duel.  Hamilton  entcrtaiited  the  com- 
panjr  widi  a  song,  and  that  Burr,  who  was  present,  was  ob- 
served 10  be  silent  and  gloomy,  gazing  with  marked  and 
fixed  eamcfineas  at  Hamilton  during  this  song.*     It  is  not 

•  Ato  M  -Ub  Md  C<«inf>wiWM*  i-l  U<  \imrf.-  p  «»$ 

'  lli«.  II.  rU-     Tfc«  BMif  M  MpfnHiI  tif  «>■»  •«  laM  tm  "Ti»  0™*."* 
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difficulr  to  Ih-Ijcvc  that  this  was  one  cif  those  cases  when  c»ne 
man  hri-nls  in  the-  othiT  a  s|H-i'it*s  of  lasdnaiion  and  affirc* 
tinn-  ilistini't  as  it  wi-rc  rr«>m  another  mIT  that  lieoime%  %» 
hati'fiil  anil  insiipivirtahlc,  that  destruction  is  the  only  rehrf 
How  thf  words  of  Hrutus  suj^^cst  themseUcs! 

Iht'  fifHt  intimation  of  thi-  duel  was  a  letter  written  h\ 
Hurr  to  Hamilton,  Jinu*  |S,  1S04,  and  delivered  to  the 
latter  hy  W.  I*.  \*an  Ness,  a  K^al  friend  of  h<Hh.  The  at- 
tention of  Hamilton  was  i.illid  tu  an  alleged  assertion  made 
hv  a  Dr.  C'«io[u  r  of  All>an\  in  eHei  t  that  he  (Omper),  "could 
cli'tail  a  still  m<»re  drspiiahle  opinion  which  (Mrneral  Hamd- 
ton  has  expressed  of  Mi.  Murr."  In  this  communication 
Hurr  reminded  Hamilton  that  '*he  must  perceive  the  necev- 
sity  of  a  prompt  un<|ualihed  ai  knowledgment  or  denial**  of 
the  use  of  these  expressions  In  a  letter  written  by  Hamil- 
ton t>i  Kurr,  June  20,  1S04.  the  former  says: 

1  ha\e  maturely  reflected  on  the  suhieit  ofvour  letter  of  the 
|Sth  insr..  and  the  more  I  have  reflected  the  more  I  hasc  be- 
mmc  iMn\ nued  that  I  could  not  without  manifest  imprw 
pnc  r\  make  the  a\owal  or  disavowal  which  you  seem  to  think 
m-ii-ss.irv.  I  he  ilauM-  pointed  out  hy  Mr.  Van  Ness  is  in 
thi  M  terms,  **  I  rntjM  detail  to  you  a  still  more  despicable 
opinion  which  Hanulti»n  has  expressed  f>f  Mr.  Burr.**  To 
endea\oiir  to  diMovcr  the  meaning  <»f  this  declaration,  I  was 
oMit^tii  fi'  snk  in  the  antecedent  part  of  this  letter  for  the 
opiruon  to  whivh  it  refrrred,  as  having  been  already  div 
(Insf  il  I  found  it  in  these-  words,  "(leneral  Hamdton  ai^ 
|iiiiL'«  K(  nr  ha-.e  diJared  in  substance,  that  thev  looked 
upon  Mr  Hurr  r<i  lu-  a  dangerous  man,  and  or«e  w no  ought 
rifif  f..  \h  trustiil  with  the  rems  of  government.** 

i  ht  l.ini:ua<:f  (it'  Dr.  C*iio|h  r  plainly  implies,  that  he  coo- 
^iiltrtii  rhiN  Mpini'in  nf'  \iiu.  whiih  he  attributes  to  me,  as  a 
iI(^pu.iMf  oru ,  hut  tu-  athrms  that  I  ha\e  expresaed 
•  ^hr  r,  •^nll  rr.'rt  «li  ^pii  .ihh  .  withiiut,  however,  mi 
t  I  u  hi  •III,  whi  n.  I  If  where.      '  I  is  evident  that  the  phrase  ** 
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more  drspicablc  "  admits  of  infiniir  shades  from  very  lij^ht  rn 
vcTV  dark.  How  am  I  to  judec  of  the  degree  intended  ?  nf 
how  thai!  1  annex  any  precise  idea  to  language  to  indefinite  ? 

Between  Crentlemcn,  despicable  and  more  despicable  are 
not  worth  the  pains  of  a  distinction:  when,  ihererorr,  you 
do  iHM  interrogate  me,  as  to  the  opinion  which  is  specifically 
afcrihed  m  me.  I  must  conclude  that  you  view  it  ai  within 
the  limits  to  which  the  animadversions  of  political  opponents 
upon  each  other  may  justifiably  extend,  and  consequently 
as  not  warranting  the  idea  of  it  which  Doctor  Cooper  ap- 
pears to  entcnain. 

Repeating  that  I  cannot  reconcile  It  with  proptiery  to 
make  the  acknowledgment  or  denial  you  desire,  1  wilt  add 
that  I  deem  it  inadmissible  on  principle,  to  consent  to  be 
inirrroeated  as  to  the  justice  of  the  inferences  which  may  be 
drawn  Dy  others  from  whatever  I  may  have  said  of  a  political 
opponent  in  the  cour»e  of  a  fifteen  years*  competition.  .  .  . 
I  ftatKl  ready  to  avow  or  disavow  promptly  and  explicitly 
any  precise  or  definite  opinion  which  I  may  be  charged  with 
having  declared  of  any  Gentleman.  Mtire  than  this  cannot 
fitly  be  expected  from  me;  and  especially  it  cannot  be  rea- 
sonably  expected  that  I  shall  enter  into  an  explanation  upon 
a  basis  so  vague  as  that  which  you  have  adopted.  1  trust 
on  more  reflection  vou  will  see  tne  matter  in  the  same  light 
with  me.  If  not.  I  can  only  regret  the  circumstance  and 
mutt  abide  the  c<>n*eciurni-e*. 

The    publication   of   Doctor    Cooper   was    never   seen    by 

roe  'till  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  ice,  ,    ,, 

A.  Hamilton. 

Col.  Burr. 

In  reply  to  this  letter,  on  June  21,  Burr  said' 

Your  letter  of  the  joth  instanr  has  been  this  day  received. 
Having  considered  it  aitentisrly,  I  regret  m  find  in  it  nothing 
of  that  sinceiit)-  and  delicacy  which  V'«u  profess  to  \alue. 

Political  opposition  can  never  absolve  gentlemen  from 
die  necessity  of  a  rigid  adberen^T  to  the  laws  nf  honor  and 
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If  ir  hud  lurn  possiMr  tor  iiu-  to  ha\c  a\i)iiii-d  ihr  inter- 
view, niv  l«»vr  f'nr  \iiu  iirul  idv  privinus  chililrin  would  ha%r 
lurn  aloiu'  ;i  (li-iisi\r  iiiorivi*.  |{iii  it  was  not  pi>sMMc. 
without  sacritu'i-s  whiih  would  haM*  ri'tidiTid  iiu*  unwfirthi 
ol  \our  t-stri'in.  I  ru-rd  not  ti-ll  \ou  ot  the  pan^s  I  Icrl  from 
thi-  idi-a  t)t  i|ui(tin^  vou,  and  i-xposin^  \ou  to  ihc  an^ui\h 
whii'h  I  know  \ou  would  lie  I.  Nor  could  I  dwell  on  the 
topii'  lest  it  should  unman  me. 

1  he  i'onsolations  of  Religion,  my  Inloxed,  can  alonr  ^up- 
pc»rt  vou;  and  (h«-v  \ou  ha\e  a  ri^ht  to  enjoy.  My  to  the 
Ixisom  ot  \our  ( lOil  ;ind  he  i'(»mtorteii. 

With  mv  last  idea  I  shall  cherish  the  sweet  hope  of  mcrtmi; 
you  in  a  lutter  world. 

Adieu  hest  ttf  wi\t  s      In-st  ot  wnnien. 

I'.mhrace  all  m\  darling  children  lor  mc. 

l'.\er  yours  A.  H 

lulv  4.  1X04. 

Nirs.  li.imdton. 


Mv  iiMM\M>  l.ii/\:  Mrs.  Mitihcl  is  the  person  in  the 
world  (o  whom  as  a  t'tirnd  1  am  under  the  greatest  obh|^- 
tit  ins  I  h.iM-  nnr  hitherto  done  mv  dutv  to  her  But  rr- 
s'lKtd  III  n  [Mir  m\  omission  tn  her  as  much  as  p(>\«it>lr,  I 
h.i\e  (  Miiiur.it:!  (i  h(  r  to  iume  to  this  tounirv.  and  intrnd,  if 
it  sh.iil  he  in  m\  power,  to  render  the  e\cninf>  of  her  A^w 
iomtiiir.iMc 

MiiT  it  It  sh:d!  pit  ;ise  (  mkI  to  put  this  f»ut  of  mv  power,  and 
tu  <  n.iMr  \'iii  In  rt  .itter  !«•  In*  «'t  service  10  her,  1  enirejt  %ou 
t"  d'l  IT.  .irid  f.»  xu  .If  hi  r  with  the  tenderness  of  a  Mster. 

I  111-  I  ^  i?:\    ^»  I  "!ui  li  ft«  r 

I  hi  -.  Mjj'lf  -  •■?  .1  ihfisrj.ifi  h.ive  iietermined  me  to  e%po«c 
\v,\  "An  |j'i  r*  .ii'.v  f  \re  lit  r.irhf  r  tlun  sid^jrit  mv  self  to  the 
L'iMit  i>?  r.iM(\:  thi  \\\\  M?  .ini>th(  r  I  his  much  mcrea«e%  my 
h.i/.ir.!-*.  .if'.i  rtiJi'iiMiN  u:\  jMn^'*'  t"r  vou 

Miif  \    .1  l:.i  !  ratlui  I  ^liouM  dir  iruii>\int  ihjn  live  £;tulri 
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Heaven  an  prrxnT  me,  jnd  I  humhiy  hopr  will;  but  in 
the  contrary  event  I  charge  you  to  remrmlier  that  you  arc  a 
Oiritrian.     (iod'»  will  be  done' 

The  wilt  of  a  tnerciful  Ciod  mutt  be  rood.    Once  nnte. 
Adieu,  my  darling,  oarling  wife. 

Tuesday  Evening,  10  o'CL 
Mn.  liatnitton. 


I  Early  the  next  mominf;  he  wa«  ihoc 
1  The  Mory  of  the  meeting  has  been  to  often  repeated  that 
tC  wems  unncceuary  to  af;ain  publish  the  familiar  detailt, 
yet  even  to^ay  therr  ii  much  misconception.  I  shall,  how- 
erer,  present  the  wcll-attrstrd  farts,  to  which  I  purpose  to 
add  others  in  my  postetsifm.  The  available  and  estab* 
lished  data  concerning  the  duel  seem  tt>  be  those  whidi 
(oHow. 

On  Friday,  July  6,  i)to4,  Mr.  Pendleton  infanned  Mr. 
Van  Ness  that  (Kneral  Hamiltrm  would  br  ready  at  any  time 
after  the  eighth  On  Monday  the  pamculars  were  arranged; 
on  Wednesday  the  panies  met  on  the  Jersey-  shore  at  seven 
o'clock  in  the  motning. 

The  details  of  the  actual  meeting  were  printed  by  the 
New  Vofk  Evrning  Poit  of  July  I  j.'  and  the  account  is  that 
furnished  by  the  seconds.  It  may  be  ftatcd  in  this  connec- 
tion that  the  cor»clusiont  of  these  grntlrmrn  were  nni  bar- 
montous,  as  may  be  seen  by  a  comparison  of  the  newspaper 
account  with  Mr-  Pendleton's  tKrtes,  which  arr  imiw  for  the 
firtt  time  published.  The  language  of  the  publithed  state- 
n»mt  essentially  agree*  with  that  in  "  Paper  i "  in  the  Prndlc^ 

B  mettKiranda ,  but  there  is  an  abrupt  hiatus  after  the  words 


»     t 
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"  I  }:i    Vp    '.'    C*>l"f.il  "'      It   \S'»ul«l   .ipp«  .ir   .4n   j?   \  ar 

\»  V .,  .i:r,  [   .,    r» »  i?-.:'  r-i  rl*.'   -^f.iti  lUf  'jT.  Ii.i«1  *  h.ir.j*   !  Ihn  fT.ir.  i 

1  •  I  liiiri  .irir.'-l  t'.i>f  '»ii  tin-  ::r"Uf^L  .1  1."!  ^f<n  pr«- ■ 
M-  11  !;  .i:r«  •  i  \N  In  fi  ^  ii  n  I  l.imjjf  ■ri  .irrr. »  .i  t»»«  j  .ittp  •  \  ■ 
il.j:;/'  i  j!iiT.i'i"r.^.  ;ii'.«l  tin  m  ••:!«!.  [•?■  it.li  I  ?..  :!..ii.« 
fh' :i    .:?  I  .i*:l'«  :!.•  rj?  \\\*  \    iiK  .»   up  il   ri:«    iis-f.ir;.t.   Tin   !.. 

|M- 1    .  .::    !  .  .1  r  !■  •' .  •'•:  tli*    .!i"i.'    "t  j""i'i"n,  .1 «  .i.--  t«    :• 
f«  r :•.:!:■    !■•    ■•.  i;--::;  •!.•    v.   ■:■!     r:"'!!!   'm    :".'. tfi.    l««'h  ••!   ur.i    '. 

ti  :!  f"  t!  •    • .  ■  I!  ! '  ■:  *  !•  fi   I  !.i:::i!t"n       I  In  '.  flit  ti  [»r««x  1 1  lii  .1  •  • 

in   •  .1   !i   •  ?*;•  r'^    j  [»••!'..•.   .itr»  r    'aI-.i^.   tr.. 


1.. .  '    •'". 
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panie«  took  their  fttatjon*.'  The  gentleman  who  wai  to  give 
die  word  then  explained  to  the  parries  the  rules  which  were 
•o  govern  them  tn  firing,  which  were  as  rollow-i: 

The  parties  being  placed  at  their  itationi  the  lecond 
who  frivcs  the  word  shall  ask  them  whether  they  arc  ready; 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  shall  say  'Pmtnl!' 
after  this />//«//  .  .  .  Ifone  hres  before  the  other,  the  opposite 
Komd  shall  uy  one,  r*'o,  three,  fire  .  .  .  and  he  shall  then 
lire  or  lose  his  fire."  He  then  asked  if  they  were  prepared; 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  gave  the  word  prttent, 
as  had  been  agreed  upon,  and  both  parties  presented  and 


tk«  dtrmitim  fa*  ikaO  Mjr  -rMam"  after  akkh  tW  pwlka  ihAD  pnarM  ft  %m 
wfeM  lfc«r  pl«M».  11  dOB  fina  farfcm  th*  otbn  iW  apfioilu  ■Hntta)  t^U  m^.  oW^ 
mv  Ikn*.  Ar.  and  Ik  ihall  fin  M  loM  M*  fcrr.  Tbr  (;fMtnua  wWi  «wltt|h« 
tt«  ««4  Mkad  il  lk»|r  **'>  CH***^  '■*W  smb*!!!!  in  Ih*  aOmait**  k>  |pf« 
OwaMd-praM."  BalhllM|MrtiMfiraau4.  TV  PtMob  ■«»  tmh  dbtertid 
—milwl)!  Omi  dw  tin*  laiicrmlag (Mawn  th>  two  1*  not  ho*  aiaiid lk>  iiiiiwii 

0«  J«lr  ij.  ik4.  U/  Van  N<«.  Cntcnd  Birr-*  ■««*<(.  vMe  Mr  PcodiMM  • 
iMv,  vWrli  abowi  ikM  ihoc  •••  idsm  iBimlrin  at  lo  MOtplHkg  tka  Mai 1 


"I  tw««  ihr  hornet  t»  be 

-Your  nnt  ota*  ** 


"W    P   VAX  NbM- 


Ma.  «  b  Mb  ilipa  ol  paivr,  apfianMiT  flrtctaa%  o*r  p4arr,  shkli  taa  tinn  arri- 
dfldalr  torn  apart  m  «aa  <if  itw  InMti^tv  Thtt  ta  tn  Ur  Vaa  Kfai'a  kandwriilf^ 
aad  ii  rTMaulT  iKaailMl  a*  a  pnfpnBr.1  rmmiiEin  irf  ihr  pvt4«ilH*t  aroniM  eJ  (far 
^■d  la  ite  pat«r.    Tkia  ■  vkkdat  due     TW*  to  b^hiag  no  u  bi  4Kr*  thai  tt 

'  Aa  iacbltM  «<  Ik  <Ik1.  afwraard  rriaied  hr  Bun,  ra  tkti  lUniklii  a*knl  i« 
a  ■■Maar'*  driar  brlon  iW  (tfaai  *m  ittvn  b>  wl(«  hM  rjiglaiiii  Tht*  to  ■>■ 
— ».MllawMlin  aCTWowijuhwii-     (A^  HcL  U.) 
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fired  in  suciH'Ssion  —the  inrrnening  rime  is  not  expressed,  as 
the  seainils  do  not  precisely  agree  on  that  point. 

The  fire  of  Colonel  Burr  tcNik  effect*  ana  (leneral  Hamil- 
ton ahnost  instantly  fell.  Col.  Kurr  then  advanced  toward 
(leneral  Hamilton,  with  a  manner  and  gesture  that  ap- 
|H:ared  to  Cieneral   Hamilton's  friend   to   be   expressive    of 

«a«  srni  t«»  Mr   iVridlrtun.  I^ui  ihr  fail  ihai  it  ma^  (iiund  amnfiK  Mr.  PmdlrtaA't 
{a;•<*r^  wnuM  imiuair  it  hail  Icrri  vr.i  !••  him  !•>  Mr.  Van  Nn*      TKr  papcff  m  at 

(■•11-  iVkN 

•  Kir-i   \-xrt  r  \      "  \\   is  atjrrfl   }>\    \hr   (irnllrinrn   «Kii  allm«lnl  Ctrfll   ilamih'4 

Jk  (ill    It  ;?:  in  :hr  \.nr  mil  -rTiatutr  dt'jir  ihai  ihr  fnlLiwinK  l)««uniml  No    i\  m 
ihr  *-t.it-  r.'.rw  m^ii  h  .i;i;T4rnl  i*.  i\u    M.fntmf^  f  k^t^nuit  *A  yritrr«lair  fthtnild  h*  c** 
m  l»"l  Jti  !?.»■  f-.ili.w::  i;  Miarinrr 

I »»«-,  '•.'.  ;  \r.  r  •  "\-  t*r  i;.tfr\:iiii  iTtwrrn  t'wrr\\  llami!|iin  &'  C'lJ  BuTT.  \m*k 
|*.iri:'-N  JkjT»-ra'  '.\  i  ■  '^i  w  .'t\  .  f  i  ■■  :■  .itii!  f^ritnled  ihn  Irttn  «h»»uWi  ihrrviufr  l» 
rv;:  I. .M-J  a«  !■  .T  I'lfiit  tha?'.  !};•  r\;  rr**Mr.  "t.-k  aim'  in«rTlnS  ifi  cSi«ur«fii 
N-    1     'flV.r    !4?r' I  •!  •    ,'l:h"!r   ihf    l.'.<r*fi*ix  I   ^r.'iii.>  i^  ynlmiaT-   -   " 

'I  ^rrr  :,  y.-m*  :•,  M-  !'•  -iJSr'i.r  '•.  har-.«?»r.!ir  g  a  IrHr-  a<it!frMr«l  tn  Mf  V»ft  N«^a, 
ila!r<)  J.,.^  I'-.  1^'  1  \\>\.  )\  rwirr.\.\  %h>«i«  ihrrr  ha'!  itm  «ifyir  dnacrvnBffAt  ■ 
rrKjr>!  •  <  !^:r  ••  .i'«t  .  i  thi  ]  .,*  !:>  Jli'"  'I  }.i«  IrtTrr  i«  rwSmillr  a  «irafl  vbarll  VM 
k*-;.!  hv  Mr  I'rr.  Iir:<.-.  .t-  his  ,.  \\  .  f  ihr  |r*trr  hr  «CT  t ,  ihc  (iri|pnal  dnuUlna  waa 
ii;>:r.!  .■•;•  iA.'\',  in  a<  >  •I'tar- r  w:!h  ihr  (nrrntkini  hrrr  ftk*vn  and  Hftf  lo  Mf. 
\"a-.  Nr>x%       1  >;r  I*  :!rr  i«  a-  1- ■;!«•»* 

"JuIt  i6.  IJ 
"I  aftrr 
'■I»»  \i    ^\v 

■■  I:  -A.  '.      ■:  '*■  ;■  ■  -.'Ir  f. .r  v,r  i  .  •*▼  \.ti:  m  iimr  in  ji*T  ynu  anr4brr 
1  f  •rf^.r  K  •! '    :!•»:•.•■■  1  ***   rr  »h-  »»"1  \  .-..  **(Tr  ii  n  |>nntrd,  -  at 

t     ^  a  ■•'■:•  a:    -a*  rh- ■ '!j\  ha*i-j  rrMmnu 

r:rr.!*  wr:r  ■•.  r-.a  Ir  !*.a!  :J:»-  "^'air"  #••  •   .h    .!■!  a{<j<ar  iittinwUy  a  frv 

'    :}r  K -ir  y^.u  mmliiiftrri, 
m'\-\::^n{  T  \     ;r  rian.ir.a!i<  -:     *.  a^  !■    li*::.  h  !■■»  t  ha«!  >y<«ifr  ctmnitul     I  llaiT 

}  >  >"U  I  tiHrml  fiti^  C^c*  U 

a  I  1r^!  :•.  ri;    ..  .'  irfr.^  lY.r  rra-  r.  a-'igr.*^!    V  f  if  mA  rrrnvinu  ihr  lart  payv  A  — 

•  a«  y^iu  «mn  tu 
I         ;'■!  '  .     '    ■■  la-      ■     •  ••■•■•  I  ■  ■  r:-.!  thr  ;  *:^r  I  rra«J  In  %»»u   .*»  la  iti« 

:  .If     .  A'\\ 
.;;.■'■:    •  -^  .1'    It- ■  ■!         a  ::.a!i  *ia!  «^'- rt :  )  i  hai;;:^  IcTR  |«ul  iBlo 

**  !»•  ^     .    '    '.•   1  •   .  -ra-, .«-  •  .  .    rr.;  Iain  .•!  ar.\  «ar.!  fif  Ad  viracy  or 
;   .    ..  a'.   •    I  va  ■•  a  *rJ.   r  -<■•! 

•  I  am  ^ir.  hair  !hr  bn 

'  lo  t«  Yr 
\\        ]     ■  .'    \         } 

I  *     J  •  .  1  ,•  . ■  -   •     "  »  » "itrf  l^i  Krantn  K 

a  c^i'  k"u'  :  -  •     ■  *» -    J-       1 1  ■  :.rj.  ■ 
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rrgrrt,  bui  without  speaking,  turned  about  and  withdrew, 
being  ur^d  from  ihc  field  by  his  friend,  as  has  been  uib- 
•cqucntly  stated,  wjib  a  view  to  prevent  his  being  recognized 
bv  the  surgeon  and  barj^mrn,  who  were  (hen  approaching. 
No  further  communication  tr>ok  place  between  the  principals, 
and  the  barge  that  carried  Col.  Burr  immediately  returned 
to  the  city.  We  conceive  it  proper  to  add  that  the  (.-onduct 
of  the  parties  in  this  inter\'iew  was  perfealy  proper  as  suited 
the  occasion. 

William  Coleman,  of  the  Evrning  Port,  gives  his  v-ersion  as 
follows : ' 

It  was  nearly  »ven  in  the  morning  when  the  boat  which 
carried  General  Hamilton,  his  friend  Mr.  Pendleton,  and 
the  Surgeon  mutually  agreed  on,  D<Ktur  Hosack,  reached  that 
part  of  the  Jemey  shore  called  the  ffeahmvli.  ThrK  they 
fouttd  Mr.  Burr  and  his  fnmd  Mr.  V'an  Ness.  who.  as  I  am 
told,  had  been  employed  since  their  arrival,  with  coats  off. 
in  clearing  away  the  t>u^he^.  limbs  of  irres  etc.,  so  as  ii> 
make  a  fair  opening.  The  parties  in  a  few  moments  were  at 
their  alluttrd  situations.  When  Mr.  I'rndletun  gave  the 
word,  Mr.  Burr  raised  his  arm  slowly,  deliberately  took  his 
aim,  and  fired.  His  ball  entered  General  Hamtlron*)  right 
wit.  At  soon  as  the  bullet  struck  htm,  he  raiwd  himvlf 
involuntarily  on  his  toes,  turned  a  liiilr  to  the  left  (at  which 
Rtotnent  his  pistol  went  off),  and  fell  upon  his  face.  Mr. 
Pendietofl  immediately  called  out  fi>r  l>r  Hmack,  who.  in 
running  to  the  spot,  had  to  pass  Mr.  \'an  Ncs  and  C<>l.  Burn 
bui  Van  Ness  had  the  cool  precaution  lo  (.-over  his  prinnpal 
with  an  umbrrlla,  so  that  Dr.  Hosack  should  not  be  able  to 
ffwcar  thai  he  saw  him  on  the  field  ' 

' TMs ■MBMt.  amA  mv.it  ol  »S>1  b  t[>luUu*,  tt  tr<>^  "  ^roSntkniJlkrTimU 

•M  CkMM^Mi  Toplhrr  wiih  ihr  Var>n»  >  'raimni.  VnhtfH.  »ri\  EiA^m,  c'.     " 

^«Hi*BrBltlKN*wV.<fc£w<in(/>-d     Mr*  York.  It..v*>n4k  Srta.w.)V>( 

*11W  flhflMw  pnw.  to  J>^r.  iSoi.  Cnwl  ->ih  ft.inn  fnf*  ■«  !«■  abMrl  m 

NgHd  M  At  hAavW  M  Burr.      Sonw  M  iWv  kwl.  urnkflitilnllv  •  tUgUi  l.«r.U 

1.  »  >M.  T«i*tf*r   *«iM  u.  **— 
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If  it  had  In-i'ii  |vissiMf  I'nr  mr  xn  ha\r  a\(iicli'd  ihr  intrr- 
\irw,  iin  \n\v  tor  \<iii  jmi  mv  pnciiuis  rhililrc-n  \%(Uild  ha%r 
lu-rii  aloiu-  .1  diiisiM-  iiiotivf.  iiut  it  ujs  not  piiwihlr. 
withciiit  saiTituTN  whii'li  v\i>uld  lia\i-  rcndind  nii-  tinM(»rth% 
ot  \oiir  rsririn.  I  rurd  not  tell  \nu  ol  tilt'  p:in^s  I  \\t\  from 
till  uU'A  III  i|uittui^  \nu,  ;irui  ixposin^  \fiu  to  tIu*  jn{;ui\h 
wliiih  !  know  \MU  \\<mld  ttil.  Nor  could  I  dMi-li  on  the 
to|Mi'  jc-st  it  sliouid  unman  nu*. 

1  111'  i'onsolations  ol'  Kili^ion,  niv  lH-lo\c-d,  can  alone  sup- 
port \ou.  and  till  M-  \iiu  iia\i-  a  ri^ht  to  enjoy.  Kly  to  ilie 
Imivimi  ot  \oui  (i(id  aiiil  lu'  iointurtt'd 

Widi  my  last  idra  I  Nhall  cluriNh  tiu-  sweet  hope  of  mertin|; 
you  in  a  luiter  v^orlii 

Aduu  lust  of  \\i\i  s     lust  ot  \\f»iiu-n. 

I'.mhraie  ail  m\  darling  ihiMii-n  tor  mc. 

K\er  )ours  A.  H 

|ulv  4.  1X04. 

Mis    liamilton. 

Mv  iiiiM\M>  |- 11/ \  Mrs.  Mitih«l  is  the  pervm  in  the 
world  (<»  wlioiii  jN  a  trii-nti  I  am  under  the  f;reaie%T  f>bliKa- 
ti'iii^  I  haM  rmr  InrlintM  doiu*  m\  dutv  to  hi  r  Hue  re* 
sii|\(d  fi)  n  pair  iT)\  i»iinNsii>n  tn  in  r  as  muih  as  pcvwihlr.  I 
haM  I  ruiitirai:!  d  In  r  r<i  mnu-  x^\  rliis  lountr^.  and  intend,  it 
it  vfi.ill  W  in  m\  power,  to  rtndir  ilie  exeninj;  lA  her  dj)f 
iMfTit«»rT.i|ilf 

Miir  it  if  kIi.iII  pli  .ixc  ( itKJ  to  put  this  out  of  mv  pai»-rr.  and 
tn  I  fi.iMr  \iiii  111  \i  .ifti  r  x*^  Ik-  "t  SI  r\ii'e  to  her,  I  entreat  %nu 
t<>  d<i  ir.  .in. I  Til  rii  .ir  In  r  wirli  the  ti-nderne^s  ol  a  MSter. 

I  Im     :     IT--.    -I  I  ■  'lul  l«  TTi  r 

1  \\\  .Tii;'!i  1  !  .1  C'lin-^ri.in  h.i\i  drfermined  tne  nv  eipow 
IT:'.  «'An  \\*'  T..  a\\\  f  \fi  nr  T.itlii  r  rh.m  Mihieit  nuscif  ffottie 
H'l'M  <•?  r.irir  -  rlii  Iifi  i.f  .iinitln  r  I  hi^  much  incrratrs  in* 
ii.i/.ir  i   .  .in.i  fi  .!  "mMi  •  ri;'.    p.in^'N  ti>l  \ou 

h..?  \     i  r.i  !  i.irhti   I  ^}1<•lJl>l  dn   iiinoKiit  thjri  li%e  giuliy 
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If  ir  haii  Ihcii  |x»«.sil)|i'  Inr  iiu-  lo  hj\r  a\(»idrd  the  inirr- 
\irw,  in\  Invc-  tfir  \<>u  ;irui  mv  nritiotis  ihiliirrn  would  hj\r 
iH-rn  aloiu-  .1  tU-ci'^iw-  iiiMri\t*.  litii  ii  mjn  not  fM»s\ihlr. 
without  sjcritu'is  whuh  uoulii  ha\t'  rrntitrtd  mr  tinmfirTh% 
ol  \oijr  (^tt-l-ll1.  I  tU'id  not  tril  \ou  of  the-  pan^N  I  I'rrI  from 
tht  itlia  ot  t|iiirtin^  voii,  .nul  t\|Misin^  \ou  to  the  angui%h 
\%hiih  I  knov\  \mu  umild  tVil.  Nor  could  I  d\%rl!  cm  the 
tr»pu'  list  it  shotilil  unman  inc. 

i  he  idnso|.itii»ris  f»t'  Ktli^ion.  niy  lK-|ri\rd,  can  ak^nr  sup- 
port \ou.  aiul  tluM-  \«iu  ha\t  a  ri^ht  to  i-njoy.  My  to  the 
bosom  ot  \tiur  ( ioil  jiul  l>t-  iomlortc-d. 

With  m\  last  iiica  I  shall  ihrri^h  the-  sv\cc:t  hope  of  mrcTin|( 
you  in  a  U-iti-r  \\«irM 

Aduu  Ihsi  of  \M\is     In-st  ot  uonu-n. 

I.mhrait'  ail  m\  darling  ihiUlrcn  tor  inc. 

I'.xiT  )ours  A.  H. 

]\i\\  4.  1S04. 

Mrs    liamiltiin. 

M>  r.iio\M»  I  1 1/ \  Mrs.  Mitrhil  is  the  person  in  the 
wurM  t'»  *Al)iirTi  as  a  trii  nd  I  am  unilc-r  tht  greatest  obli|^* 
tior)^  I  haw  M'T  hirhi  rto  done  itu  dutv  to  her  But  rr- 
v'l-iti  ri>  It  [Mir  \v,\  rirTiisNiiiM  tn  her  as  mu^h  as  pc*%%ihlr.  I 
ha*. t  MUi»nr.iL:rd  hr  r  t«i  inriu  to  this  ir>untn.  and  intend,  it 
It  sh.i!)  he  in  ITU  p«>\\('r.  to  rindir  the  e\cning  of  her  d^}\ 
ii'iTiTi-rr.iMf 

Mur  It  ir  sh.ill  pli  .iM-  (  hkI  to  put  this  out  of  mv  po«Tr.  and 
t»»  f  tm!'!»  \'iii  h«  fi  .itT*  r  ti»  Ik-  "t  sir^ut  to  her,  I  entreat  %t>u 
t"  i!  "  ;•.  .ir-i  T-i  Tr^  .iT  h«  r  with  tht-  tindrrnessofa  sifter. 

I  V:         ?'■.♦•■  r'.l  1(  TTf  r 

I  \\*  "^  r  1;  !'  •  ?  .t  (  firixn.in  h:r.«  ilctirmined  me  to  eipotr 
r:  -.  ;••'    ^  >  a:\\   »  xft  r^.r  x,r\\*\  thjn  Mjhirit  m%«elf  to  die 

jj-.ilr  '■•  '.!•:'  J  •:■'    !irt   t.f  .tn»'Tlii  r        I  hi^  much  increairs  mr 

■ 

li.i  .'  f :   i- .    .ivi    :i     !■  ■■;f';»       f!   -.     J'.ifiJ^    i-if    \ou 

I*..'  '.     .  r  .1  i  r.i'lii  r  I  •I'-'i:!  !  •!:'   iniuKint  th^n  Ii\e  guiIlT 
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words,  and  the  tone  in  which  thcv  were  iitu-rrd,  will  ne\rt 

m 

hv  ffFacfd  fnun  mv  mi-ninry.     At  about  two  o'clcHrk.  as  the 
piihlii'  \vi*ll  know,  hv  cxpirt-ii. 

Ini'orruptii  tides     ntiiia(|tii'  vrritas 
(Jiianiio  tilliini  invinirnt  parrm  ? 
Miiltis  ilk*  c|uiiit'm  flchilis  nccidit. 
I  am,  Sir, 

^"our  frii-nd  &  humble  srn** 

David  IIo^ack. 
\Vm.  Coleman,  V.st\. 

The  house  where  ilaniilron  died  l>elon^ed,  at  the  rimr.  to 
his  friend  Wilham  Itavard,  and  was  situated  at  Xo  Si  Jjnr 
Street,  hut  has  Imm^  sjnee  disappeared,  having  gone  the  ma^ 
of  all  the  old  huildin^s  nf  New  ^'ork;  when  last  drMrrihcJ 
it  was  a  sipialid  tenement.  It  stiKni  near  the  o»mer  of 
(ireenwii'h  Street,  and  the  garden  is  said  to  have  extended 
to  the  North  Kiver.  Hamilton  died  in  a  large,  Mjuare  roocn 
on  the  sii'nnd  HiMir  of  the  huildine.  Ktirr  wa»  landed  at  the 
ftwit  nf  C\in.d  Street,  and  hurried  to  his  home  at  RichtiKmd 
Hill,  whiih  was  at  the  present  crossing  of  Varick  and 
Charlfiin  Streets.  .\  courier  was  immediately  despatched 
for  MfN.  I  laniiltnii.  who  was  at  the  (irange,  quite  oblivious  of 
all  that  h.iil  oiiurnd.  and  she  was  able  to  get  to  her  hu»- 
b.ind's  Indsiilc  at  n<M»n.  fit-fore  Mr.  Hamilton  died  At 
was  inineil  by  hi  r  ihildren.  my  father  In-ing  a  baby  of  tmro 
years,  who  was  kis^d  by  his  father,  who  recognized  them 
all  With  Mrs.  II.iMiilron  was  her  sister  Angelica, 
wrote  to  her  brother  Philip  at  (»nce  as  follcms: 

Mv   r>f  \K    ItkoiiiiK:   I   ba\e  the  painful  task  to  ii 
\<'ii  rli.ir  <  it  n    ({.iriiilrun  was  this  morning  wounded  hjr  that 
wntkh  Hurr,  but  we  ba\e  every  reason  to  hope  that  he  mill 
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recover.     May  I  advise  thai  vou  repair  immediately  to  my 
Cather.  ai  perhaps  he  may  wish  to  come  down. 

My  dear  sister  bears  with  saintlike  fortitude  this  affliction. 
The  town  is  in  consternation,  and  there  exists  only  the  ex- 
pression of  grief  and  indignation. 

Adieu,  my  dear  brother 

Ever  your^        f^  c„„„^ 

Oliver  Wolcon.  one  of  Hamilton's  closest  friends,  who 
aftrrward  did  much  to  straighten  out  hit  affairs,  wroic  to  his 
wife,  both  on  the  lith  and  13th  of  July,  leaving  the  bed- 
tide  of  his  dying  friend  for  the  purpose. 

O/iiwr  Wfileatl  h>  Mrs.  /FolnU 

I  had  prepared  to  set  out  to  sec  you  tomorrow  morning, 
but  an  afflicting  event  has  just  occurred  which  renders  it 
proper  for  me  to  ixistponc  my  journey  a  few  day*-  This 
morning  my  friend  Hamilton  was  wounded,  and  as  is  sup* 
po«cd  mortally  in  a  duel  with  Col".  Burr.  'Die  cause  the 
old  disagreement  about  Foliiicks. 

I  have  just  returned  fti»m  Mr,  \Vm.  Bayards— where 
Hamilton  is  — 1  did  not  see  him — he  suffers  great  pain^ — which 
be  endures  like  a  Hero — Mrs.  Hamilton  i\  with  him,  but  she 
H  iflionuit  of  the  cause  of  his  Illness,  which  she  supposes  to 
b*  mama — no  one  dare  tell  her  the  truth — it  is  feared  she 
wouU  become  frantic. 

Gen*'  Hamilton  has  left  his  opinion,  in  writing,  against 
Ourlling,  which  he  condemns  as  much  as  any  man  living- 
he  dctrrmined  rK>t  to  return  the  (ire  of  his  advctsar)'~and 
icaaoned  himself  into  a  belief,  that  though  the  custom  was  in 
fbc  highctt  degree  triminal.  yet  there  were  peculiar  reasons 
sHndl  reoderoi  it  proper  for  him,  10  expose  himiAf  tn  CU. 
Burr  in  fartitular.  This  instance  of  the  derangement  of 
bneileci  of  a  great  mind,  on  a  single  |K)int.  has  often  been 
nodred  as  ortc  of  the  most  common  yet  unaccounnble 
frmilties  of  human  nature. 
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( K*n'  Ilamiltrm  has  of  late  years  expressed  his  cnnvinion 
of  thi*  truths  of  the  Christian  Religion,  and  has  de»irrd  to 
recei\e  the  Sairament-  hut  no  one  of  the  Clergj"  who  ha^r 
yet  In-en  consultecl  will  ailnunister  ic' 
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Whilst  there  is  life  there  is  Hope,  But  thai  ii  all  which  can 
be  tatd.  Thus  has  perished  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  this 
ot  any  age.  I  am  as  well  as  could  Im-  expected,  considering 
h(tw  my  mind  is  agitated  hv  this  event  6c  1  will  come  tf>  you 
as  Knn  as  (he  issue  is  decided. 
Kiss  the  children  and  believe  me 

Affcctionaiely  yours, 

Oliv,  WotCOTT. 

P.  S.  Hamilton  spenr  the  afternoon  &  evening  of  Monday 
with  our  friendk  at  my  House  in  Company  with  Mr.  Hop- 
kinson  of  Phil'.  He  was  uncommonly  cheerful  and  gay. 
The  duel  had  l>een  determined  on  for  ten  djys.  Monday 
was  first  proposed — it  was  then  postponed  till  I  uesday — & 
look  cffea  this  Morning.     Judge  Pendleton  was  his  sccoi\d. 

If  Mr,  King  is  at  Litchfield  tell  him  1  have  written  id  him 
at  Hartford. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wolcon 
Litchheld. 
Connecticut. 

And  again : 

OliVfT  /foitott  to  \trj.  /frJiott 

Yesterday  Gen'  Hamilton  expired  in  the  midst  of  his 
family,  who  are  agonized  he)'ond  descriprion.  No  petton 
who  witnessed  iheir  distress  will  ever  l>e  induced  to  light  a 
ducl^unleu  he  is  a  person  wholly  insensible  10  every  senti- 
ment of  humanity. 

Nothing  can  present  a  more  humiliating  idea  of  the  im- 
perfection of  human  nature,  than  the  scene  we  ha^e  witnessed. 
A  man  of  the  first  endownynts  of  mind,  the  most  strict 
probity,  the  greatest  Mncerity.  and  the  most  tender  atiach- 
nwnis,  has  for  a  considerable  time  been  di-liberatcly  scnhtig 
his  affairs,  in  Limtemplation  of  the  esent  which  has  hap- 
eened,  as  one  highly  probable -he  has  left  his  family  in  per- 
fect health,  as  if  proceeding  on  ordinary  business  &  with 
dK  ■amr  deliberation  has  tec'  a  mortal  wound — thus  pmiing 
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his  respect  for  justice  in  comparatively  small  mactm,  &  at 
the  same  time  disregarding  its  obligations  on  points  of  the 
first  importance.  This  inconsistenc)*  has  moreover  ha^ 
pened  in  compliance  with  a  custom,  which  he  deemed  wboBjr 
immoral  &  indiTensihlis  by  which  he  had  lost  a  darling 
in  the  prime  o(  life,  and  with  which  he  had  resolved 
comply,  except  in  respea  to  the  disposal  of  his  own 
The  defence  of  all  this  conduct,  is,  that  there  was 
for  an  Escape,  &  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  torture  his 
with  unnecessary  anxiety.  This  excuse  is  weak  & 
factory,  &  it  proves,  that  on  cenain  points,  the 
lightened  men  are  governed  by  the  most  unsound 

Tomorrow  the  funeral  will  be  attended*   &  I  haiPC 
posed,  that  you  would  think  it  my  duty  to  be  present. 

I  ftel  the  most  sincere  regret  at  the  delay  tc  more 
am  concerned  to  hear  that  you  are  unwell.     I  will 
next  stage  at  all  events,     (live  my  love  to  Mary,  the 
&  my  Brothers  family,  &  be  assured  of  the  attachi 

Oliv.  WoLcorr. 

The  plsfnls  which  were  used  figured  in  mote  ihaa 
aH'air  of  honor.  With  them  John  Barker  Church,  it  is 
met  Aaron  Burr,  the  ihallenge  following  some  scandal 
jml:  t'mm  a  nporr  that  thi*  Holland  Land  Company  had 
crllnl  a  noil*  held  by  the  latter  in  consideration  of 
sir\iv't's  rc-niicTfd  by  him.  Little  is  known  of  this 
w hii h  is  sail!  to  have  been  alvo  fought  at  Weehawkcn  Sept. 
I7mw.  but  ii  is  only  a  tradition  in  the  Church  family. 
an-  jUu  said  t<i  ha\t-  i>ftn  usi-d  by  young  Philip  Hamihosi 
biN  c-ruounter  uith  I  ai  kcT,  his  cousin  Philip  Church,  S  • 
«'t  John  Hiirkc-r  Chunh,  being  his  second.  It  is  also 
rluir  tht  \  \\(  rr  um  iI  in  a  iluc-l  brtwri-n  Jamen  Wadfworth  of 
(tciiiMii  Aiu\  .1  C'oli'iirl  Kani-f»f  I*hiladrlphia  when  Phdip 
C'burv  li  w  js  \\  aiUworiirs  siiond.  but  1  am  unable  toconfcnn 
(his. 
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The  pUtoU  were  restored  to  their  owticr,  John  Barker  | 
Church,  by  Mr.  Pcntllrton  after  the  duel,  and  were  inherited  ' 
by  his  grandion,  Richard  Church,  Esq.,  to  whom  they  now 
belong.  They  are  of  English  make,  and  bear  the  name 
WocDEN.  The  barrels  are  nine  inches  long  and  of  admira- 
bk  workmanship.  The)'  were  purchased  by  Mr.  Church 
in  London,  in  1795  or  1796,  and  used  by  him  in  an  English 
duel.' 

Coleman's  "  Collections,"  and  the  newspapers  of  the  day, 
were  full  of  accounts  of  the  funeral,  which  attracted  much 
ancntion.  The  procession  started  from  Mr.  Church's  house 
in  Robinson  Street,  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
WIS  composed  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  the  Siitth 
Regiment  of  militia,  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  the  Lieutcn- 
ant-<.>ovemor  of  the  State,  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  the  foreign  consular  agents,  army  and  na%-y  offictn 
of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  of  the  foreign  wrAices  who 
were  in  New  ^'ork,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  officers 
of  the  various  banks,  the  port  wardens  and  masters  of 
s-etscis  in  the  harbor,  the  president,  professors,  and  students 
of  Columbia  College  in  mourning  gowns,  the  St.  .Andrews, 
Tammany,  Mechanics,  and  Marine  societies,  and  a  larj^ 
number  of  people  who  followed  the  coffin  ihniugh  Beck- 
man,  Pearl,  and  Whitehall  Streets,  up  Itroadway  to  Trinity 
Church. 

On  top  of  the  coffin  was  GetMral  Mamilion's  hat  and 
■wcwd,  and  his  boots  and  spur*  were  reversed  acr<>«%  (he 
horse,  which  was  a  gray  one.  It  was  drcswd  in  moummg, 
and  led  by  two  negro  servants  in  white,  with  white  turbans 
ininnied  with  black. 


r  •/«  frrnimr      TW  mitn  ^>  trr<|i>ralhr  htra  4f 
«  wlka  hat*  pvwtiiicd  "tLauncnUff  jriuul:"  but  Wintmifci 
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During  the  procession  there  was  a  regular  discharge  of 
minute  guns  from  the  Battery*  hy  a  detachment  from  die 
regiment  of  artillery,  anil  the  different  merchant  vesseb  in 
the  harhor  wore  thrir  colors  half-mast. 

'Vhv  British  ship  of  war  Boston^  Captain  Douglau,  at  ai»- 
chor  within  the  l!iK)k,  appeared  in  mourning  during  die 
morning,  anil  at  ten  o'clock  commenced  firing  minute  guns, 
which  were  continued  for  nearly  an  hour.  The  British  psck- 
et.  Lor  J  CharUs  Spruifr^  Captain  Coteswordl*  alto  wms  IB 
mourning,  and  tired  an  e(|ual  numher  of  guns.  The  Fmicll 
frigates  Cyhrlle  and  DiJort  were  also  in  full  mourning 
yards  {H-aked,  and  tired  minute  guns  during  the 

The  family  at  Alhany  were  naturally  thrown  inio 
dition  of  great  distress  and  anxiety*  and  General  Sdiiqricr 
wrote  at  once  tn  his  daughter: 

Philip  Sihu\ltr  Vi  FMzfihfth  Hamilton 

M  untidy  Mcirniiig,  ij  /aly,  t9m^ 

Mv  I)f  \k  I)i  \k\\  Bii.ovi-n  am>  AFFrmoNATi  Child: 

I  hJN  morning  Mr.  Church's  letter  has  antiounced  lo  me  rfie 
severe  jtHictiim  which  it  has  pleased  the  Supreme  being  id 
intlici  nn  v<iu  im  nie  and  on  all  dear  to  us.  If  aughc  under 
hej\en  iotild  jg^^r.ivaie  the  affliction  I  experieiKe,  it  b  chat 
inca|>.iMc  of  moving  or  Uing  removed  I  cannot  fly  to  jnou 
to  |>i»iir  the  l>.dm  of  comfort  into  your  afflicted  boMNiu  to 
\\.iti  r  it  wirh  niv  tejrs,  to  solace  yours  and  mine  in  this  de- 
|Uessirii;  MtiKirion.  I'nder  the  pressure  of  this  most  severe 
c:il.innr\  h  t  tis  m  c  L  lonsoljtion  Irom  that  «>urcr  where  if  can 
onlv  he  rriiU  fMunil.  in  htmiMe  resignation  to  the  mill  of 
h(.i\(n.  ( >h  nn  Durlv  Beloved  Child  let  u«  unanimously 
enrri  at  rlu-  Sii|ui-nu  hcing  to  gi\e  vou  fortitude  to  support  the 
.irriii  tKiM,  t<i  pn^irvc  \iiii  to  \\\k\  tt>  \our  dear  children  and 
n  LitMii^  >li(iijli|  ii  ple.is4-  (mhI  so  far  to  restore  my  strengfli 
.IN  r«>  <  i;.i!  If  nil  fi  i:i>  to  vnu,  I  shall  emhrace  the  Erst  mc^ 
iTii  nr  r>>  ii<<  ir.  htit  should  it  Ih-  otherwise,  I  entreaf  you  oiy 
l*ilt>\tii  C'iuld  tt>  iome  home  as  soun  as  you  possibljr 
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with  my  dear  GrandchJidrrn.  Your  tisirrs  will  accompany 
you.  May  Almighty  God  bless  and  protca  you  and  pour 
the  halm  of  con«>latinn  into  your  distressed  soul  is  and  will 
alwa)*s  be  the  prayer  of 

Your  affectionate  and  distressed  parent. 

Mu      i„  Ph-  ScHinrLiiL 

rs.  Hamilton. 

And  again,  on  Tuesday.  Ijih  July.  1804.  to  Mrs.  Church, 
who  was  with  her  sister: 

The  dreadful  calamit)'  my  Dearly  Beloved  Child  which 
we  have  all  sustained  affected  m-  so  deeply  as  to  threaten 
•erious  results,  but  when  I  received  the  account  of  his 
Christian  resignation  my  afflicted  soul  was  much  tran- 
quilliMd.  Oh  may  heaven  indulgently  extend  fortitude  to 
my  afflicted,  my  distressed,  my  beloved  Kliza.  I  trust  that 
the  Supreme  Ifeing  will  prolong  my  lift  that  1  may  diu'harge 
the  duties  of  a  fatner  to  my  dear  child  and  her  dear  children. 
My  wounds  beat  a  favorable  aspect,  and  the  paroxisms  of  the 
gout  have  not  been  severe  for  the  past  two  ()jy>.  and  yester- 
aay  I  was  able  to  sit  up  all  day.  (iod  gram  that  my  recov- 
ery may  he  accelerated,  to  enable  me  tr)  go  lo  New  ^'ork 
and  embrace  my  distressed  children.  Should  however  my 
tvttoraiion  be  retarded,  I  wish  to  see  you  all  heie.  'I  he 
change  of  scettc  may  perhaps  tend  to  soothe  my  distressed 
Kliza  and  her  children.  She  knows  how  tendrrly  I  loved 
My  Dear  Hamilti>n,  how  tenderly  I  love  her  and  her  ihildren. 
Much  I  feel  all  (he  duties  which  are  devolved  on  me.  The 
evening  of  my  day*  will  be  pavsrd  in  (he  pleasinp  Mtvupa- 
tion  of  administering  aimfon  and  relief  to  a  Child  and 
Grand-Children  so  highly  entitled  to  my  best  excrtums. 

My  Kitty  is  most  deeply  afTecicd.  Her  tears  ha%r  Howed 
incTSunily.  She  begins  to  be  tnore  composed,  and  unites 
with  me  in  love  M  your  dittrewd  Sister  and  all  mi  dear  tn  us 

I  do  not  write  today  to  my  Kliza  Icsi  ii  should  create  a  fresh 
pxroxism  of  grief.  M^v  vhe  become  calm.  Her  piety  will  I 
tniM  tustain  her  and  her  life  be  preserved  that  her  parent,  her 
difldren  and  reUiioni  may  not  sustain  an  additioiul  calamity. 
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^'our  Brother  Philip  was  on  his  way  home  and  missrd 
my  U'ttiT.  He  is  now  here  and  sets  out  immediately  for 
New  ^"urk. 

Kxcusr  mt*  in  Mr.  Church  for  not  writing  him  today 
Adieu  my  I>early  beloved  Child.     May  (lod  bless  and  pre* 
serve  you  all  is  the  constant  prayer  of  your 

AHlicted  parent 

Pll.  ScilCYLER. 
Mrs.  Church. 

Fail  not  niv  Heluvc  J  tn  Ut  me  daily  know  the  state  oT^xHir 
afflicted  sister.     Mv  anxiety  on  her  account  rends  my  heart. 

In  the  folldwin):  Nn\i-mber  her  father  again  wrote: 

"What  your  atHictions  niv  dear  dearlv  Inrloxed  child  have 
addril  to  iniiH-.  was  the  natural  result  of  a  parent's  tender- 
ness fnr  a  dutiful  and  aHictionate  child,  as  he  invariably 
experienced  frfin:  yu**  I  his  was  the  last  letter  he  wrotr 
the  InrcaMil  wiilnw,  fur  he  ditd  a  short  time  after. 

riu  piiMic  excitement  was  great  indeed,  and  all  classes 
turnid  out  to  do  lianiilrnn  honor;  e\en  the  most  rabid 
{>4>liticul  enemies  were  silent  for  a  time,  and  some  of  thein 
griiiliiiiiuly  aiimittid  his  worth.  Coleman,  who  had  pre- 
s<rMd  and  puMishi  il  all  the  comments  of  the  press  of  the 
d.i\,  also  ft  prod Ui id  the  funeral  and  other  orations.  (i(ju« 
\irruur  Morris,  l.liphaU-t  Nort,  and  Harrison  (i.  Otis  delis- 
I  ri  il  eulo^it  s.  antl  the  sermon  of  Nott  is  one  of  the  nx>st  eio 
i|ii(  nt  and  ftirieful  examples  of  rhetoric.  Kven  the  situ- 
|HrjTi\e  Jrirr:.  :>:  ll:t:z€fi^  that  had  bitterly  assailed  Hamil- 
tun  during  hi^  lit'i .  jv*\\  praised  him,  and  the  editor  said 
"l)i  jth  h.iN  :.  .!!  .iij  ;«.^  in  \t.t'.r\\  cruel  and  fatal  victt»n, 
tlu  ruirroA  iNthnuis  rhjf  separated  from  this  great  I umiivarv. 
those  wirh  \\li'tiii  I  .lit." 

In  t.ii(.  .t!I  iM-Avpj|Hrs  i»f  li'irh  parties  united  in  hocn^rin^ 
his  meini>i\       pints  t*\  Inith  sexes  contnbuted  venc  to  eke 
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(bit)-  press,  some  of  considerable  excellence,  but  not  a 
■title  of  the  turgid  kind  of  the  period;  all  however  were 
sincere. 

Hit  will  was  made  two  days  before  he  died,  and  is  as 
follows : 

LAST  WILL   AND   TEfTAMENT   OF    ALEXAKDER    HAMILTON 

In  (be  name  of  God,  Amen! 

I.  Alcxjndcr  Hamilron,  of  ihe  Sure  of  New  York,  counidloc  at 
law.  <lo  make  this  my  tail  will  and  leitament,  as  followi: 

Kim:  I  appoini  John  B-  Church,  Nicholas  Fish,  and  NarhanieJ 
Pemllcton,  of  the  city  aforeiaid,  efqutics,  10  be  cxecutoii  and  ttua- 
Im  of  this  my  will,  and  I  devise  10  them,  ihcir  heir*  and  anign*.  ai 
fotm  tenants,  and  not  icnanti  in  common,  all  my  estate,  real  and  per- 
sonal, whanoeveT  and  wheresoever  upon  trutt.  a(  their  discretion 
to  kU  and  dispose  of  the  same  at  luch  lime  and  times,  in  lurh  man- 
ner, and  upoit  such  trmu,  as  they  the  survivor*  and  survivor  shall 
tKink  fit.  and  out  of  the  proceed*  to  pay  all  the  debt*  which  I  shall 
owe  It  the  time  of  my  decease,  in  whole,  if  the  fund  shall  be  luft- 
eicM.  pnipoftionally,  if  it  shall  be  insufficient,  and  the  residue,  if  any 
there  shall  be,  to  pay  and  deliver  to  my  cxccllrni  and  dear  wife. 
Dbabeth  Hamilton. 

Tkou^.  if  it  please  God  to  spare  my  life.  I  may  look  for  a  can- 
ssderabW  surplus  out  of  my  present  property;  yet  if  he  should 
■p«dily  call  me  to  the  eternal  world,  a  forced  sale,  as  is  usual,  may 
poutbly  tender  ii  insufficient  10  satisfy  my  debts.  1  pray  God  that 
•omettun|>  may  remain  for  the  maintenance  and  rducaiifm  of  my 
dear  wife  and  chddren.  But  should  it  nn  ihe  conirary  happen  that 
ttwre  is  not  rnouch  for  the  payment  of  my  debts,  I  etiticat  mv  dear 
cMdrcn,  if  they  or  any  of  ihem  shall  ever  be  able,  to  make  up  the 
drfioctkcy.  I  without  hesitation  commit  to  thrii  delicacy  a  wish 
wludi  is  dictated  by  my  own.  Though  conuiuut  ihal  I  have  too 
(u  sacrificed  the  interest  of  my  family  to  public  avocations,  and  on 
dlis  account  have  the  less  claim  to  burthen  my  children,  yet  I  trust 
in  their  maf;nanimii)-  to  appreciate,  as  ihey  ou|;ht,  this  mv  request. 
In  so  unfavorable  an  event  of  thinf;*.  the  support  of  their  dear 
mother,  with  the  moM  rcspeciful  and  tender  aittntiun.  1*  a  duty  all 
the  sacrcdness  of  which  they  will  ferl.  Probably  her  own  pain- 
maoial  resources  will  preserve  bet  ftom  indi|:ence.  Bui  in  all  siiua- 
don*  they  ate  charf^d  to  bear  in  mind  that  she  has  been  to  them  the 
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nim(  ili-vocrd  and  best  of  mothers.     In  tettimony  whereof,  1  haw 
herruHM  ftubu-rilu-d  my  hand,  the  ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  one  (hou&and  eight  hundred  and  four. 

Al.EXANDER   HaMILTDH. 


Signed,  sealed,  published,  and  as  and  for  his  last  will  and 
m  (»ur  presence,  who  have  subsciilK'd  our  names  in  his  pr< 

I>>MINICK  T.   Buuu 

(tRAHAM   NlWaU. 

Inez  B.  Vaixbau. 

Though  Hamilton  at  the  rime  of  his  death  had  a  laige 
legal  practii'i',  his  old  obligations  and  the  demands  u 
pursi*  wiTf  very  great.  The  ( irange,  which  he  had  juac 
was  an  i-\pensi\e  place,  and  the  outlay  for  its  compklilMi 
eonsiiK-rable.  From  his  account  bcKiks  which  were  kcpc  M 
July  1 1.  1S04,  the  day  In-fore  his  death,  it  appears  that  hia 
e\{H'niliture  for  the  preceding  six  months  was  SllitfO^J* 
The  outstanding  indebtedness  of  his  clients  waa  Qtif 
52.)  10.*  and  the  list  of  debts  assigned  to  J.  B.  Chufdl  bf 
the  deed  of  July  (^  1X04,  was  $1,940.  'Iliis  deed, 
ne\er  been  published,  is  an  indication  of  his 
cisi«)n  and  sv.tein.  and  was  executed  but  two  dajTB 
he  was  killed.  Nf»t  many  men.  under  these 
would  e\en  renuinber  their  laundress. 

Nrw  Yoaa,  Jitfy  % 

Know  all  Men  bv  these  Presents,  That  I,  Alexander 
<it  I  fir  i'lrv  lit  \i'w  ^'ork.  CVninsellor  at  law,  in  coniideratmi  of 
I  )•  ill  J I  r<i  nit-  in  hand  paid  bv  John  B.  Church,  Esquire,  (iIk 
whtrot    IS   hirrbv    ai  kntiwirdged  >   have   bar|^incd,  sold, 
and  (••n%(\(d.  and  hrn  bv  do  bareain,  tell,  auipi  and 
tbr  %jid    |<ihn  li.  i'hurih  all  and  lingular  the  debts  due 
pj\  jMr  r  •  rnr.   \%hi(h  jrr  «|>ri  ihed  in  the  tchedule  hereanSO 
!•■  br  b\  biiTi  iiillnrc  J  and  thr  prinred^  applied  fir«t  l«iward  Am 
merit  ot  jII  and  i\vt\  thr  drbt  and  debti  which  I  owe  ID  aqr  ' 
huld  and  (ithcr  »cr\ants  and  lalMiurrr%  and  tu  the 
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fof  Mn.  Hamilton,  and  KConJIy  luward*  the  laiiiraclion  and  du- 
charcr  ofccnain  acroRinKKlaikin  noit%  madr  by  mc  and  rndortrd  by 
him  and  whkh  have  brcn  <>t  ihail  b«  dw'uunicd  in  and  by  ihr  Man* 
hjitjn  Bank  and  the  Ofticr  of  Di*c»unt  and  Drpoiit  iif  ihr  Bank  o( 
the  Unitrd  Statci  in  (he  City  of  N>w  York.  And  for  ihi»  purpoM 
I  do  hrfrhy  vuniiitute  and  appiiini  him  by  Attornry  in  atk.  demand, 
■UT  ftir  rrcovrr  and  irrrivr  ihi;  laid  drbii  and  nri)*  nl'  them  and 
upon  rnripi  thereof  ur  any  pait  iherettf  to  make  and  pvc  aciguit* 
taniTt.  In  WiineM  whereof  I  have  hereunto  luhKribed  and  tei  my 
hand  and  leal  the  ninth  day  ol  July  in  the  year  oi  our  lx>rd  One 
ihijuaand  Kight  Hundred  and  fiiur. 

A.  Hamilton. 
Dited  and  delivered  in  pretence 
of 

NathV  Pendleton. 

Dominick  T.   Klakc,  Ksq"  is  auihoriMd  to   collert   th« 
amount  nfdifrrrrni  Drl>t»  iliir  to  the  de'Cra>cd  General  Ham- 
ilton a&MgncJ  to  mc  by  him  by  a  Deed  dated  the  ijth  Instant. 
J.  B,  Cm  Rtft, 

The  wretched  oindition  i»f  llamilinn'K  affairs  now  became 
a  maner  of  solicitude  to  bis  fnends,  and  un  July  16.  i}io4, 
;uw  three  days  aftrt  his  death,  \Vi>li-int  unite  lu  jamei 
McHcnry: ' 

Olivrr  B^'Jittt  tn  Jamn  Sf<:}Ienrf 

Mv  DEAR  Sir:  I  have  reed.  yi»uf  fa\ur  of  ihc  l+lh;  The 
afflicting  event  vou  anticipated  has  occurred:  Hamilton  » 
tK>  more:  I  will  not  attempt  to  dtscriltc  my  feelmg^.  |ou 
will  team  all  the  drciimstancrs^  the  last  act«  of  \\\s  life  will 
clevair  the  chatactet  of  nut  laic  Friend,  ihou^h  they  mutt 
produce  cnnflici  ufrmottont,  to  which  your  bosom  hai  l>een 
a  nranf^r. 

Gcnl  Hamilton  left  a  will  in  which  all  bis  ptopertt  real  and 

pcnonal  1*  vested  in    Trustees  fi»T  the  paymeni  of  his  Debts: 

riiu  pfopeny  consists  almost  entirely  of  real  esuirs.  chicAv 

■M<IUnfT-»"Uir."  p   fie. 
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new  Lands,'  and  a  valuable  Country  Escablishmem  nine  Mile* 
from  this  City:  This  property  cost  about  8o«ooo  Dollars'  tc 
owed  about  55,000  Dollars — the  Lands  are  rising  in  value 
but  wholly  unproductive  of  Revenue;  he  was  apprehmsiire 
Ac  I  believe  justly,  that  a  forced  Sale,  would  leave  noching 
for  his  family  &  perhaps  not  even  produce  enough  to  nay 
his  debts:  A  number  of  (lentlemen  here  have  resol%-ed  to 
raise  a  Fund  among  the  Friends  of  the  deed,  for  the  pmytntm 
of  these  debts  &  to  provide  for  the  Children.  The  dcnm 
is,  that  number  of  (lentlemen  of  easy  Fortunes,  shalL 
without  much  eclat  &  publicit)*,  subscribe  what  may  be 
sufficient.  I  have  Inren  desired  to  make  this  intention  kno«ii« 
to  a  select  number  of  Friends  and  before  I  reed,  your  Letter 
had  determined  to  address  you  &  Mr.  Gilmore,  leaving  it 
to  your  judf;ment  to  whom  the  communication  ought  to  be 
made  in  Kaltimore  &  not  doubting  your  disposition  to  o^ 
operate. 

I  am  I)r  Sir,  with  high  Kstcem 
&  sincere  atfection.  yr.  friend 

Oliv.  Wolcott. 

From  New  York  on  August  2,  l^4f  Wolcott  again  wrott:' 

Olixrr  ff'fJi'rjtt  to  Jamrs  StcHenry 

Mv  nF\R  Sir:  I  addressed  you  a  hast)*  Letter  the  l6tk. 
ultimo,  at  the  request  of  several  Cientlemen  of  this  City,  who 
hj\e  pro|x)sed  to  raise  by  contribution,  a  pecuniary  Aid  Urn 
the  family  of  our  departed  Friend  (lenl.  Hamilton.  Under- 
sramiin^  that  doubts  have  existed  in  Philadelphia,  whecher 
this  pri»pnsal  did  n«>t  originate  without  the  knowledge  of  tbc 
C^>^^l-itlMns  of  thr  Family  and  might,  therefore,  offend  tbc 
M-iisibilirv  of  th(»se  it  was  intended  to  benefit,  I  have  found  ic 
nrit-Nvarv  to  make  certain  explanations  kiKm-n  there,  wkidl 
I  presume  will  be  fully  satislactor)*.     It  being  potable  tbac 


'  V'.'     ;sk:'\   r.  ihr  <  ihk .  Cr-.^Arv't  (rrritirf^,  and  allMr  pttffti  of  ik*  dMB  fiv 
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iimibr  impressions  ha%'c  been  entertained  at  Baltimore, 
I  must  take  the  liberty  to  address  you  again  on  this  Subject. 

The  property  left  by  Genl.  Hamilton,  consists  almost  en- 
tirely 01  new  I.and«  and  a  Country  Scat  Nine  Mites  from  this 
City.  The  whole  valued  by  himself  at  about  So,ooo  Dollars. 
The  debts  arc  chiefly  Notes  discounted  at  the  Banks  ic 
Monies  borrowed  on  Mortgage  amounting  to  alMtut  55.000 
Dollars.     The  diflrrrnce  is  /,lo,ooo  New   I'ork  Currency. 

This  brief  Statement  will  enable  you  fully  to  under- 
stand the  enclosed  Paper,  which  is  a  copy  of  one  left  hy  (irnl. 
Hamilton  &c  which  is  now  entrusted  to  you,  on  the  condition 
expressed  in  Mr.  Pendelt«»n's  Letter  to  me,  I  here  is  no 
doubt,  that  the  anticipations  of  our  Friend,  respecting  the 
c»niequcnces  of  forced  Sales  to  raise  Money  to  discharge 
$55,000  in  debts,  would  be  verified.  All  the  property  would 
be  sacrificird  &  his  Children  deprived  of  even'  Memorial  of 
the  labour  of  their  illustrious  Parent,  except  nts  reputation. 

Mr.  (lovr.  Morris,  (Jenl.  Clarkson,  Mr.  Gracie,  Mr. 
Bayard  ice  itc  have  consulted  on  this  Subject  It  their  joint 
opinion  is.  that  it  is  in  evrry  Kespect.  tit,  proper.  & 
iwcessary,  that  a  number  of  (irnilemrn  of  Fortune,  should 
come  fofward  St  pay  these  debts  it  provide  handsomely 
for  the  family.     A  sum  of  100,000  I>ollars  is  the  amount 

ptlKKMpd. 

It  would  be  an  Error  to  consider  Genl.  Hamilton's  Family. 
I  objects  of  public  Charity,  hut  though  thi%  ii  not  their 
">l\  txpeci 
out  drpj 
Friend.  These  hopes  must,  howevet,  be  nnally  di<ap|M>mted, 
unless  the  proposed  aid  is  obtained.  It  i^  true  that  the  pro- 
vtiion  ought  in  justice  to  be  made  by  Cnngrrs*.  or  hy  the 
State  of  New  V'ork,  but  no  person  acquainted  with  the  pres- 
ent State  of  public  affairs,  will  place  ihr  U-asi  trliance  on 
this  resource,  Instancrv  of  similar  lK-nrfaclii>iu  m  3ntient& 
nwdem  titT>es  must  be  familiar  to  vmr  mmd  A  it  is  cenain 
that  they  have  always  been  oinsidercd  rt^ualU  bunnurable 
10  the  Receivers  &  Givrrs.  The  suggestion  that  the  Family 
would   be  offended   by   such  ptiH>f  of  the  (iiaiitudc  \  At- 


Situation.  it  is  certain  that  ihrv  might  rras«inalil\  expect  ad- 
vatKeiiKnt    in    Life,    from    the    exertions   of  out    drpaned 
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with  my  dear  Grandchildren.  Your  sisters  will  accompany 
you.  May  Almighty  God  bless  and  protect  you  and  pour 
(he  halm  of  consolation  into  your  distressed  soul  is  and  will 
always  be  the  prayer  of 

Your  afTcclionatc  and  distressed  parent. 

Mrs.  Hamilton. 

And  again,  on  Tuesday,  17th  July,  1804,  to  Mrs.  Church, 
who  was  with  her  sister: 

The  dreadful  calamity  my  Dearly  Beloved  Child  which 
we  have  all  sustained  affected  m-  so  deeply  as  to  threaten 
Ktinus  results,  but  when  I  received  the  account  of  his 
Christian  resignation  my  afflicted  mjuI  was  much  tran- 
quilliud.  Oh  may  heaven  indulgently  extend  fortitude  to 
my  afflicted,  my  distressed,  my  beloved  Eliu.  I  trust  that 
the  Supreme  being  will  prolong  my  life  that  1  may  discharge 
the  duties  of  a  father  to  my  dear  child  and  her  dear  children. 
My  wounds  bear  a  favorable  aspect,  and  the  parosisms  of  the 
gout  have  not  been  severe  for  the  past  two  day^>  and  yestcf- 
day  1  was  able  to  sit  up  all  day.  (Jod  grant  that  my  recov- 
ery may  be  accelerated,  to  enable  me  to  go  to  New  York 
ar>d  embrace  my  distressed  children.  Should  however  my 
restoration  be  retarded^  I  wish  to  sec  you  all  heie.  The 
change  of  scene  may  perhaps  tend  to  soothe  my  diMresscd 
Eliza  and  her  children.  She  knows  how  tenderly  I  loved 
My  Dear  Hamilton,  how  tenderly  1  love  her  and  her  children. 
Much  I  feel  all  the  duties  which  are  devolved  on  mr.  The 
evemtig  of  my  days  will  be  passed  in  the  pleasing  iKcupa- 
tioa  of  administering  comfort  and  relief  to  a  Child  and 
Grartd-Childrcn  so  highly  entitled  to  my  l>esi  exenionx. 

My  Kitty  is  most  deeply  affected.  Her  tear*  have  flowed 
iliecuandy.  She  begins  to  be  more  composed,  and  unites 
with  me  in  love  to  your  distressed  Sister  and  all  vo  dear  to  us. 

I  do  twH  write  today  to  my  Kli/a  lest  it  should  create  a  fte\h 
paroxism  of  grief .  Mav  she  l>ecome  calm.  Her  piety  will  I 
tniM  suttain  her  and  her  life  be  preserved  that  her  parent,  her 
diildrvn  and  relations  may  not  sustain  an  additional  calamity. 


412  ALKXANDIR   HAMILTON 

^'our  Brother  Philip  was  on  his  way  home  and  miuct! 
my  li'ttiT.  He  is  nnw  hcTL-  and  sLis  out  immediately  for 
New  ^'ork. 

Kxciisr   me  to  Mr.  Church   for  not  writin;;  him   today 
Adieu  my  Dearly  lH-lo\ed  Child.     May  (ickI  bless  and  pre- 
serve vou  all  is  the  constant  prayer  of  your 

Afflicted  parent 

Pii.  Schuyler. 

Mrs.  Church. 

Fail  not  rnv  licit i\ id  xn  let  me  dally  know  the  state  of  \*our 
afflicted  sister.     My  anxitty  on  her  account  rends  my  heart. 

In  the  ffillowin^  No\emlH'r  her  father  a^ain  wrote: 
"What  \nur  atflictinns  my  dear  dearly  lK:lo\ed  child  ha«r 
added  Iff  iiiinc,  was  the  natural  result  of  a  parent's  tcnder- 
ni-ss  fnr  a  liutitul  atui  atfcctionate  child,  as  he  invariably 
expcricncc-ii  tron:  \i>ii.'*  I  his  was  the  last  letter  he  wroir 
the  lunaMii  wJiImw,  fur  he  ilied  a  short  time  after. 

I  he  piiMic  excitement  was  ^^^  •''  indeed,  and  all  classes 
turned  out  to  do  Hamiltun  honor;  e\en  the  most  rabid 
ptiliticil  enemies  were  silent  for  a  time,  and  sf>me  of  chrm 
^ru(I>:iri^lv  admitted  his  wdrih.  C*oleman,  who  had  prr- 
sefMd  and  puMishtd  all  the  cnnmunts  of  the  press  of  the 
d.i;.  .ilsii  ripr<*iiuird  the  funeral  and  other  orations,  (mnj- 
\(riuur  Morris.  I.liphaitt  N«)tt.  and  Harrison  (i.  Otis  delis- 
( ri  d  eul't^ii  s,  ariii  the  seimmi  (»t  Nott  is  one  of  the  most  elo 
t|ui  nt  aiui  foriefui  examples  of  rhetoric.  Kven  the  situ- 
ptrative  ./fj^r:.  ;•:  C:U-uk^  that  had  bitterly  assailed  Hamil- 
ton diirini:  hi^  lit*,  now  praised  him.  and  the  editor  vaid* 
"Diath  h.iN  M  ,.tl  up  in  ;;.r'.rv,  cruel  and  fatal  sicti»fy. 
the  n.trr".%  iNThiiuis  that  separated  from  this  great  lumiiury, 

thoM     W  lt!l   -A  h-  iITl    I    .It  t." 

In  t.itt.  .i!l  r^i  *AN[iapi-rs  of  l>'irh  parties  united  in  honi*riiig 
his  mem<»r\.     i'i>iis  of  i>oth  sexis  contributed  venc  lo  the 
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daily  press,  some  of  considerable  excellence,  but  not  a 
linle  of  the  turgid  kind  of  the  period;  all  however  were 
sincere. 

HU  will  was  made  rwo  days  before  he  died,  and  is  ai 
follows : 

LAST   WILL   AND   TRITAMetrr   Qt   ALtXANDtR    HAMILTON 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amcnl 

1,  Alcxandrr  Hamillon,  of  thr  State  of  Nrw  York.  nHiiuellor  at 
Uw,  do  mike  ihii  tny  last  will  and  teiiamcnt.  ai  follow* : 

Vint:  I  appoint  John  B.  Church,  Nich<das  Fith.  and  Nathaniel 
PenJIeton,  of  the  ciiy  aforesaid,  esquires,  to  be  executors  and  tiu*- 
tecs  of  this  my  will,  and  I  dcviic  tu  them,  their  heit*  and  auijtnt,  as 
joini  irnanis,  and  not  tenants  in  common,  all  my  estate,  iral  and  pet- 
fonat,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever  upon  triut,  at  their  disctetion 
tu  tHl  and  dispose  of  the  same  at  such  time  and  times,  in  luvh  man- 
ner, and  upon  such  terms,  as  ihey  the  survivors  and  sun  Ivor  shall 
think  lit.  and  out  of  the  proceed*  tu  pay  all  the  debts  which  I  shall 
owe  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  in  whole,  if  the  fund  shall  be  suA- 
cieot.  pniporiionally,  if  it  shall  be  insuAcicnt,  and  the  tesidue.  if  any 
there  shall  be,  to  pay  and  deliver  to  my  excellent  and  dear  wife, 
EJiubcth  Hamilton. 

Thoogh,  if  it  please  God  In  spare  my  life,  I  may  look  for  a  coti' 
siderahlc  surplus  out  of  my  prrseni  property;  yet  if  he  should 
speedily  call  me  to  the  eternal  wotid,  a  forced  sale,  as  is  usual,  may 
powblf  render  it  iniuftnem  In  satisfy  my  debts.  1  pray  (hmI  that 
•omethinit  may  remain  for  the  maintenance  and  education  nf  my 
4ear  wife  and  children.  But  should  it  on  the  loniiaiv  happen  that 
there  is  not  rnouKh  for  the  paymrni  of  mv  debts,  I  enltral  my  dear 
children,  if  they  at  any  of  them  shall  ever  be  able,  to  make  up  the 
defkicncy,  I  without  hesitation  commit  10  their  delicacy  a  wish 
whkfa  is  dictated  by  my  own.  Thou)[h  con»ci<ius  that  I  have  too 
tsr  sacrificed  (he  interest  of  my  family  to  public  avocations,  and  cm 
this  account  have  the  less  claim  to  burthen  my  children,  yet  I  tnitl 
n  their  tna^cnanimity  to  apptcciate,  as  they  uu|;ht.  this  mv  rrt)uest. 
la  so  unfavoeable  an  event  of  thingi,  the  support  of  theit  dear 
awchcr,  *mh  the  most  respectful  and  lender  attention,  ts  a  duty  all 
tlw  sacredness  of  which  they  will  feel.  Prt>hably  her  own  pain- 
nnnial  resoutcra  will  nteserve  her  from  indiEcitce.  But  m  all  utua- 
tions  they  arc  charged  10  beat  in  mind  that  she  has  been  to  them  the 
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ntost  ilcvotrd  and  best  of  mothers.     In  testimony  whereof,  I 
hrrrunti)  subscrihcd  my  hand,  the  ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  onr  thciusand  cighl  hundred  and  four. 

AlKXANDER   HaMILTOH. 

Sif^nrd.  scaled,  puhlished,  and  af  and  for  his  last  will  and 
in  out  pri-^crKc,  who  ha%c  subset ilKd  our  names  in  his  pri 

I>IMINICK   T.    BiABI 
(f  RAH  AM    NkWBU. 

Inez  B.  Vauxao. 

Though  Hamilton  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  a  laigr 
legal  practice,  his  old  obligations  and  the  demands  u 
purse  were  very  great.  The  ( i range,  which  he  had  jun 
was  an  r\pcnsi\i*  place,  anii  the  outlay  for  its  compkfio 
considerable.  Fnini  his  account  b(K>ksp  which  were  kepc  M 
July  1 1,  1S04,  the  day  Infore  his  death,  it  appean  that  hii 
ex|H-nditure  for  the  preceding  six  months  was  SllJlfOiI/. 
The  outstanding  indebtedness  of  his  clients 
52.510,*  and  the  list  of  debts  assigned  to  J.  B.  QmmcIi 
the  deed  of  July  Q.  1S04,  was  $1,940.  lllis  deed* 
ne\er  been  published,  is  an  indication  of  his 
cision  anii  system,  and  was  executed  but  two  dajTS 
he  was  killed.  Not  many  men,  under  these 
would  e\en  remember  their  laundress. 


Know  all  Mm  by  these  Presents,  That  I,  Alexander 
fif  thf  City  fif  Nrw  ^'<»rk.  Counsellor  at  law,  in  considcffanas  of 
I><ilLr  i(»  mr  in  hand  paid  by  John  B.  Church,  Esquire.  (iIk 
whrrrof  w  hereby   ackntiwledged)  have  bargained,  sold» 
and  conveyed,  and  hereby  do  barf^ain.  sell,  assign 
the  »aid  John  R.  Church  all  and  singular  the  debts 
payable  to  me;  which  are  &pecihed  in  the  schedule 
to  be  by  him  collected  and  the  proceeds  applied  first 
of ;      and  every  the  debt  and  debts  which  I 
3  vants  and  labourers  and  to  the 

'  Sec  A|>prodii  1. 


.•..■..,...  f/ a-    , 

/^/>..  ..  /....  -  ~.^.\ 

■..-...:.' yJi'T/r:.      . 
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(ot  Mn.  Himittnn.  and  (rmnilly  towaTiIi  the  taiitfsctkin  and  <li>> 
chat{:c  of  certain  accommodaiion  note*  made  by  mc  and  cnduiied  by 
him  ind  which  have  been  ut  shall  be  ditcuumed  in  and  hv  the  Man- 
hattan Bank  and  ihe  Office  ol  Discount  and  rVptwit  ol  ihe  Bank  of 
the  United  Statn  in  the  City  of  N'rw  Yurk.  And  Itir  ihi*  purpute 
I  do  hereby  cnnttitute  and  appoint  him  by  Attorney  to  a«k,  demand, 
■ue  for  recover  and  receive  the  said  debts  and  ever)'  of  them  and 
upon  receipt  thcieoT  or  any  part  thereof  to  make  and  f>ive  acigutt- 
lancet.  In  Witnns  whereof  I  have  hereunto  suhsciibed  and  set  my 
hand  and  seal  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  out  I»id  One 
thtMiiand  (light  Hundird  and  four. 

A.  Hamiltom. 
Dsied  and  delivered  in  presence 
of 

Nath'.  Pendleton- 

Dominirk  T.   Blake.   Ksq"  is  atithoriwd  to   collect   the 
amount  of  difTt-rcnt  Debts  due  to  the  drccasrd  ( teneral  II am- 
ilton  assigned  to  tne  by  him  by  a  Deed  dated  the  ijth  Inttant- 
j    B.  Cmmn. 

The  wretched  condition  of  Hamilton'!)  alfairs  itow  became 
a  nutter  of  solicitude  to  his  friends,  and  on  {uly  i(',  1S04, 
juM  three  days  after  his  death,  Wolcott  wtuic  iii  James 
Mcilenr)' 

Oliwr  ffrJ.ott  m  Jatn^,  St.Urnfy 

Mv  DEAR  Sm:  I  have  reed,  yout  favor  of  the  14th;  The 
iffliciing  event  you  anticipated  has  occurred:  Hamilton  is 
tKi  more:  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  my  feeling*:  you 
will  learn  all  the  circumstances  Sc  the  last  acts  of  his  life  will 
elevate  the  character  of  our  late  Krirnd,  though  thev  must 
produce  conflict  of  emotions,  to  which  your  lnj^om  has  been 
I  nran^r. 

Genl.  Hamilton  left  a  will  in  which  all  his  pro|>ertv  real  and 
pergonal  is  vested  in  TTUstccs  for  the  payment  of  his  Debts: 
Thift  property  consists  almost  entirely  ol  teal  estates,  chiefly 

■U(llr(iO''>  "taft."  |i   Jjo. 
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new  Lands,'  and  a  valuable  Countr)'  Kstablishmcnc  nine  Miles 
from  this  City:  This  property  cost  about  8o«ooo  Dollan'  ic 
owed  about  55,cxx>  I)ollars — the  Lands  are  rising  in  value 
but  wholly  unprcxluctive  of  Revenue;  he  was  apprehensive 
^'  I  believe  justly,  that  a  forced  Sale«  would  leave  nothing 
for  his  family  &  perhaps  not  even  produce  enough  to  pay 
his  debts:  A  numln-r  of  (ientlemen  here  have  resolved  to 
raise  a  Fund  amfing  the  Friends  of  the  deed,  for  the  payment 
of  these  debts  &  to  provide  for  the  Children.  'Ilie  design 
is,  that  number  of  (ientlemen  of  easy  Fortunes,  shall. 
without  much  eclat  &  publicity,  subscribe  what  may  be 
sufficient.  I  have  been  desired  tn  make  this  intention  knovnu 
to  a  select  number  of  Friends  and  before  I  reed,  your  Ijettrr 
had  determined  to  address  you  &  Mr.  (lilmore,  leaving  it 
ti»  \(iur  judgment  to  whom  the  communication  ought  to  be 
made  in  Baltimore  &  not  doubting  your  disposition  to  o^ 
operate. 

I  am  I)r  Sir,  with  high  Ksteem 
&  sincere  atfection,  yr.  friend 

Oliv.  Wolcott. 

F*rc»m  New  ^'f>rk  on  .August  2,  ttfo^^  Wolcott  again  wrotr  :* 

()l:vi-r  H'tL'^itt  Uj  James  \ti: Henry 

Mv  n»  \K  Sik:  I  addressed  you  a  hasty  Letter  the  if»th. 
ultimo,  at  the  request  of  several  (ientlemen  of  this  Cit>\  mho 
h.iM*  prM|>4)s(d  to  rai^e  by  contribution,  a  pecuniary  Aid  for 
the  fjiiiily  of  uur  departed  Friend  (lenl.  Hamilton.  Under* 
vraruiin^  that  doubts  ha\e  existed  in  Philadelphia,  whether 
this  proposal  diil  not  (»ri^inate  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
Ci'TUK  I  lions  (if  the-  Family  and  might,  therefore,  offend  the 
srnsiliilir\  of  thf'M*  it  was  intended  to  benefit,  I  ha%'e  found  it 
ntic-ss.irv  to  make  ciTtain  explanations  known  there,  whidi 
I  presunu-  will  be  fully  satisf actor)'.     It  being  possible  that 

1  '  1    ■    '   '-r  •  •*-.    <■  :-;*r%'*  !frri!  f*.  arc!  uihrf  ymttk  erf  tkc 
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iimiUr  impnrssions  have  been  entertained  at  Baltimore, 
I  muit  take  the  hberty  to  address  you  again  on  this  Subjen. 

The  property  left  by  Genl.  Hamilton,  consists  almost  en- 
tirely of  new  Uands  and  a  Country  Seat  Nine  Miles  from  this 
City.  The  whole  valued  by  himself  at  about  Ko.ooo  Dollari. 
The  debts  arc  chiefly  Notes  discounted  at  the  Banks  Ac 
Monies  borrowed  on  Mortgage  amounting  to  about  55.000 
Dollars.     The  difference  is  iio,ooo  New  I'ork  Currency. 

This  brief  Staiemcni  will  enable  you  fully  to  undcr- 
•tand  the  enclosed  Paper,  which  is  a  *-'opy  of  one  left  by  (fcni. 
Hamilton  it  which  is  now  entrusted  to  you,  on  the  condition 
expressed  in  Mr,  Pendelton's  Letter  to  me.  ITiere  is  no 
doubt,  that  the  andcipations  of  our  Friend,  respecting  the 
conse<]uences  of  forced  Sales  to  raise  Money  10  discharge 
#55.000  in  debts,  would  be  verified.  \\\  (he  pntperty  would 
be  sacrificed  &  his  Children  deprived  of  ever)-  .Memorial  of 
the  labour  of  their  illustrious  Parent,  except  his  reputation. 

Mr.  Govr.  Morris.  Cienl.  Clarkson.  Mr.  <»racie,  Mr. 
Bayard  &c  &c  have  consulted  on  this  Subject  &  their  joint 
opinion  is.  that  it  is  in  rvcry  Respect,  fit.  pto|KT,  it 
necessaty,  that  a  number  of  <;<ntU-mcn  of  Fortune,  should 
CORK  forward  it  pay  thrM-  debts  it  pro\id(-  handMtmrly 
(at  the  family.  A  sum  of  100,000  DolUrs  is  the  amount 
pn>posed. 

It  would  be  an  Error  to  consider  Gent.  Hamilton's  Family. 
u  objects  of  public  Charity,  hut  though  this  is  noi  their 
Situation,  it  is  certain  that  ibey  might  rvaMmublv  exneci  ad- 
viiKrmcnt  in  Life,  fmm  the  exertions  of  our  departed 
Friend.  Phcse  hopes  must,  howe^et,  be  rotalU  di^appmnted, 
unless  the  proposed  aid  is  obtained.  It  it  true  that  the  pnv 
vision  ought  in  justice  to  be  made  by  Congress,  or  by  ihc 
State  of  New  York,  but  no  person  ac<|uaintcd  with  the  pres- 
ent Slate  of  public  affairs,  will  pbce  ibt-  Ir^si  reliantre  fm 
this  resource.  Instances  of  similar  bem-factmnv  in  aniieni  it 
modem  times  must  be  familiar  to  vour  mind  &:  it  is  (Tnain 
that  (hey  have  always  been  considered  equally  honourabk 
ID  the  Receiver*  it  Cii\ers,  The  suggestion  thai  the  Family 
would  be  offended  by  such  prcnf  of  the  Graotudi-  &:  .-Xt- 
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nvtst  iliAoird  and  hrst  iif  mothrn.     In  tcstinHMiy  whereof,  I 
hrrriintii  ^uhsciihrd  my  hand,  the  ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  jror  ef 
oui  Lord  finr  thousand  rif^ht  hundred  and  lour. 

Al.lXANDCR    HaMILI 


Sipnrd.  sralrd.  puhhshrd.  and  as  and  for  his  last  will  and 
in  OUI  prrsi-ncr,  \%hu  ha\c  kub&trihcd  our  namrs  in  hit  pi 

DciMINKK  T.    BUULS 
CfRAHAM   NCWIU, 

Inez  B.  Vallkau. 

Thrnif:h  Hamilton  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  a  hige 
Ir^al  praotia-,  his  old  fiMi^ations  and  the  demands  u: 
pursi-  were  \t'ry  ^rt*ai.  I  hi*  ( irangc,  which  he  had  jiM 
was  an  i-\|H'nsi\i'  place,  and  the  outlay  for  its  rompkfio 
considi-raMf.  From  his  account  UmiLs  which  were  kept  M 
Julv  II,  1S04,  the  ilay  iHlorr  his  death,  it  appcan  All  Im 
expenditure  for  the  preceding  six  months  was  fllJIfOLSJ. 
The  <»utstanding  indebtedness  of  his  clients  was  Uttf 
52.510.*  and  the  list  of  debts  assigned  to  J.  B.  Cbofdl  %f 
the  deed  of  July  (;,  1S04,  was  5l.«MO*  1*his  dced« 
ne\er  been  piiltli^hed.  is  an  indication  of  his 
cisinn  anii  svstrm.  and  was  executed  but  two  dajn 
he  was  killed.  Not  many  men,  under  these  ci; 
would  e\en  renirniluT  their  laundress. 

Nnr  Yoas,  Jwh  % 

Krvw  all  Mm  hv  thrsr  Prcsrnti,  That  I,  Alexander 
i»\  rhf  Citv  lit  \rw  ^'iirk.  Counsellor  at  law,  in  considcm 
I><'lljr  rn  rnr  in  hand  paid  hv  J(»hn  B.  Church.  Esquire.  0 
vihrrmt   IS   hrrrti\    a(.knii\%lrd^rd »   ha\c   bargained,  sold 
and  i"n\r\id.  and  hrrchv  do  bargain,  sell,  assign  and 
ihr  \aivl  jiihn  H.  Church  all  and  singular  the  debts  dl 
pa\aMr  r  •  rnr.   ^huh  arr  sfH-ntird  m  thr  tchedule  here 
!>•  hr  hv  turn  iiijlnrrd  and  ihr  pri^rrds  applied  firit  loward  ihc  pS^ 
nil nr  •■!  jII  and  i\ti\  ihr  drht  and  drhti  which  I  owe  to 
hulJ  and  •»chrr  »cr\ani»  and  laNturrrs  and  to  the 

\i>;<D4iii  I. 
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with  my  dc2T  Grandchildren.     Your  sisters  will  accompany 

you.     May  Almighty  God  bless  and  protect  you  and  pour 

the  balm  of  consolation  into  your  distressed  soul  is  and  will 

always  be  the  prayer  of 

Your  aflfectionatc  and  distressed  parent. 

%M      IT      -1^  **H-  Schuyler. 

Mn.  Hamilton. 

And  again,  on  Tuesday,  17th  July,  1804,  to  Mrs,  Church, 
who  was  with  her  sister: 

TTic  dreadful  calamity  my  Dearly  Beloved  Child  which 
we  have  all  sustained  affected  m-^  so  deeply  as  to  threaten 
serious  results,  but  when  1  received  the  account  of  his 
Christian  resignation  my  afflicted  soul  was  much  tran- 
quillized. Oh  may  heaven  indulgently  extend  fortitude  to 
my  afflicted,  my  distrrsscd,  my  beloved  Kiiza.  I  trust  that 
the  Supreme  being  will  prolong  my  life  that  1  may  discharge 
the  duties  of  a  father  to  my  dear  child  and  her  dear  chddren. 
My  wounds  bear  a  favorable  aspect,  and  the  paroxisms  of  the 

5 out  have  twt  been  severe  for  the  past  two  days,  and  ycster- 
ay  1  was  able  to  sit  up  all  day.  (tod  grant  that  my  recov- 
ery may  be  accelerated,  to  enable  me  to  go  to  New  ^'ork 
and  embrace  my  distressed  children.  Should  biiwe%-cr  my 
restoration  be  retarded,  I  wish  to  sec  you  all  here.  I  be 
change  of  scei\e  may  [>ethapK  tend  to  MMiihe  my  distressed 
Eliza  and  her  children.  She  knows  how  tenderly  I  loved 
My  Dear  Hamilton,  how  tenderly  1  love  her  and  her  children. 
Much  1  feel  all  the  duties  which  are  devolved  on  mc,  "I  he 
cvcnins  of  my  days  will  he  passed  in  ihr  pleading  iHTupa- 
bon  of  administering  comfort  and  relief  to  a  Child  and 
Grand-Children  so  highly  entitled  to  my  best  exertions. 

My  Kitty  is  most  deeply  affcrted.  Her  tears  have  flowed 
■ncrssantly.  She  begins  to  be  more  comjxised.  and  unites 
with  mc  in  love  to  your  distressed  Sister  and  all  so  dear  m  us. 
I  do  not  write  to  day  tti  my  Kli^a  lest  it  shoulil  crraie  a  tresh 
paroxism  of  grief.  Mav  she  become  calm.  Her  piety  will  I 
mist  sustain  ner  and  her  life  be  preserved  that  her  parent,  her 
children  and  relations  may  not  sustain  an  additional  calamity. 
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them  in  preference  to  other  creditors,  lest  perchance  thcrr 
should  Iht  a  deticit.  ^Vt,  while  this  may  save  them  (torn 
eventual  loss,  it  will  not  exempt  from  present  incnnxenirncr. 
As  to  this  I  can  only  throw  myself  upon  their  kindnc%s  and 
entreat  the  indulgence  of  the  hanks  lor  them.  Perham  the 
recpiest  may  he  sup|K>sed  entitled  to  some  regard.  In  the 
event  which  would  hring  this  paper  to  the  puhlic  r)T« 
thing  at  least  would  he  put  Ix-yond  douht.  lliis  is  that 
puhlic  lalnirs  have  anuiunted  to  an  ahsolute  sacrifice  of  the 
interests  of  my  family,  and  that  in  all  pecuniar)'  concrmi 
the  delicacy  no  less  than  the  prohity  of  cfinduct  in  public  sta- 
tions has  In-en  such  as  to  defy  even  the  shadow  of  a  qiiCfliaB. 
Indeed,  I  ha\e  not  enjoyed  the  ordinar)'  advanraees  inci- 
dent to  my  military  siT\ices.  lieing  a  member  of  CongrcM 
while  the  (|uestion  of  the  c(»mmutatinn  of  the  half  pay  of  the 
army  for  a  sum  in  gross  was  in  debate,  delicac)'  and  a  dcsirr 
to  Ih-  useful  to  the  army  by  remo\ing  the  idea  of  my  ha%iiiK 
an  interest  in  the  question,  induced  me  to  write  to  the  Sec- 
retarv  c»f  War  and  relinquish  my  claim  to  half  pay.  which  or 
the  ef|ui\alent  I  have  ne\er  recei\ed.  Neither  ha%'c  1  e^^a 
applied  ff>r  the  lands  allowed  by  the  I'nited  States  to  oAcm 
of  mv  rank.  Nor  did  I  e\er  obtain  from  this  State  the  al- 
lowance of  lands  made  to  officers  of  similar  rank.  It  is  tnir 
that  ha^ini:  served  through  the  latter  periodsof  the  war  ontht 
general  sr.itf  nf  the  I'nited  States  and  not  in  the  line  of  this 
State  I  c(»uld  nnr  claim  the  allowance  as  a  matter  of  coiane. 
but  having  Ufore  the  war  resided  in  this  State,  and  harin|t 
entered  the  military'  career  at  the  head  of  a  company  ci 
artillen'  rais<-d  for  the  particular  defense  of  this  State,  I  had 
Ix'tter  pretensions  to  the  allowance  than  others  to  whocn  it 
was  actually  nude,  vet  it  has  not  been  extended  to  me. 

A.  H. 


.•\ftrr  llnmtlr  in's  death  a  law  was  passed  by  Congteia^  in 
|S|^.  i:i\inc  his  widow  back  pay  and  she  recei^xd  ahoot 
ten  thous.irul  d«illjrs/     Among  his  papers  was  found  a  smaD 
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for  Mn-  Hamilton,  and  Mcondly  lowaril*  rhe  tatitfaction  and  da- 
chatf:r  of  certain  accointnf»datioti  notci  made  |iy  mc  and  rndi>r»ed  by 
htm  4nd  which  have  brrn  or  fhall  be  ditrounicd  in  and  hv  iht  Man- 
hattan Bank  and  the  Offivc  of  Oiacouni  and  IVpo.it  of  the  Hank  of 
ihr  Uniird  Staict  in  the  City  of  New  York.  And  for  ihii  putpove 
I  do  heirby  coniiitutc  and  appoint  him  by  Anoinry  to  a«k,  demand, 
■ue  for  recover  and  receive  the  said  debt*  and  every  <if  thrm  and 
upon  receipt  ihetrof  or  any  part  thereof  to  make  and  pve  acquii- 
Uiwea.  In  Wiinei*  whereof  I  have  hereunto  fubaciibed  and  lei  my 
hand  and  teal  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  lj»d  One 
ihouaand  Eif;ht  Hundred  and  four. 

A.  Hamilton. 
Dated  and  delivctcd  in  presence 
of 

Naih'.  Pendleton. 

Dominick  T.   Blake,  Ksij"  is  authoriud  to  collect   ihc 
amount  of  different  Debts  due  to  the  deceased  (ieneral  Ham- 
ilton assigned  to  me  by  him  by  a  Deed  dated  the  i;th  Instant. 
J.   U.  ClIlRlH. 

The  wretched  condition  uf  Hamilton's  aff'airs  now  became 
a  matter  of  holicitudr  to  his  ftiendv.  and  on  Iiilv  lO.  1S04, 
just  three  days  after  his  drarh,  Wolaitt  wrtJic  to  James 
McHent>;' 

Olivrr  ff^olfott  I'j  Jamfs  MtHfrny 

Mv  DEAK  SlK;  I  have  trcd.  youi  fa^ut  of  the  I4ih;  The 
afflicting  event  you  anticipared  h;i^  m'curicd:  Hamilton  is 
no  tnore:  I  will  not  attempt  to  dcscnbc  my  frcIinR*:  you 
will  leatn  all  the  circumstan<.T\&:  the  la*t  act*  of  his  life  uill 
elevate  the  character  of  ifur  lair  Fnmd,  though  they  must 
produce  conflict  of  emotions,  to  which  youi  b'>sum  has  been 
a  stranger. 

Genl.  Hamilton  left  a  will  in  which  all  his  pioprrt^*  teal  and 
personal  i*  veiled  in  Truster*  for  the  payment  of  hi*  Debt*: 
This  property  consists  almost  endicly  of  n-al  esiate*.  chiefly 
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new  Lands,'  and  a  valuable  Countr)'  Kstahlishmcnc  nine  Milcf 
from  this  City:  This  property  cost  about  So.ooo  DoIIan'  Sc 
owed  al>nut  55,cxx>  Dollars — the  Lands  arc  rising  in  %*aiiir 
but  wholly  unprcKluctive  of  Revenue;  he  was  apprrhrnfti%c 
^  1  believe  justly,  that  a  forced  Sale*  would  leave  nochinK 
for  his  family  &  perhaps  not  even  produce  enough  to  pair 
his  debts:  A  number  of  (lentlemen  here  have  retolvrd  id 
raise  a  Fund  among  the  Friends  of  the  deed,  for  the  paymmc 
of  these  debts  &  to  provide  for  the  Children,  llie  design 
is.  that  number  of  (lentlemen  of  easy  Fortunes,  shall, 
without  much  eclat  &  publicity,  subscribe  what  may  be 
sufficient.  I  have  been  desired  to  make  this  intention  known, 
to  a  select  number  of  Friends  and  before  I  reed,  your  letter 
hail  (irtrrmined  to  address  you  &  Mr.  (lilmore,  leaving  it 
to  ynur  judgment  to  whfim  the  communication  ought  to  be 
made  in  Daltimnre  &'  not  doubting  your  disposition  to  o^ 
fjperaie. 

I  am  I)r  Sir,  with  high  Fsieem 
tV  sincere  atfectinn.  yr.  friend 

Oliv.  \Vou"arr. 

From  New  ^'ork  on  August  2,  1904,  Wolcoit  again  wrote:' 

O/.-L  f-r  H'.h'At  /o  Jiiffifs  Sl^Henry 

Mv  Df  \R  Sir:  1  addre^^si-d  you  a  hasty  Letter  the  iftth. 
ultimo,  ar  the  re(]uest  of  si-\eral  (lentlemen  of  this  Cit>',  who 
h.i\('  prM|M}N(-d  to  raise  by  contribution,  a  pecuniary  Aid  for 
the  fjiiiil)  of  niir  departed  Friend  (lenl.  Hamilton.  L'nder- 
sr.iniiin^  th.it  iloubts  ha\e  existed  in  Philadelphia,  whethei 
rfiiN  pr''pi>«..il  iliil  not  originate  wiihc»ut  the  knowledge  of  the 
I'.-nn*  I  tp-nx  i.f  thr  F.iniily  and  might,  therefore,  offend  the 
s<  r^Ml>iIir\  i>r  thoM-  it  \\.is  intended  to  benefit,  I  ha\e  found  it 
n<A(^N.irv  to  maLe  crrt.iin  explanations  known  there,  which 
I  prcMinir  will  be  fully  satisljctory.     It  being  possible  that 

r-  I    .        *.    (■   *- ;a.* -k'%  !rrri!:  rv.  Ar.'l  .4hrr  pttfftt  erf  tkc 
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umiUr  impressions  have  been  entertained  at  Baltimare, 
I  must  take  the  liberty-  to  address  you  again  on  this  Subjet.t. 

The  property  left  by  GcnI.  Hamilton,  consists  almost  en- 
tirely of  new  Lands  and  a  Country  Seat  Nine  Miles  from  this 
City.  The  whole  valued  by  himself  at  about  80,000  Dollars. 
The  debts  are  chiefly  Notes  discounted  at  the  Hanks  Ac 
Monies  burrowed  on  Mortgage  amuuntinu  to  about  55,000 
Dollars.     The  diflVrcncc  is  £10.000  New  I'ork  Currency. 

This  brief  Statement  will  enable  you  fully  to  under* 
stand  the  enclosed  Paper,  which  is  a  copy  of  one  left  by  CJrnl. 
Hamilton  &  which  is  now  entrusted  to  you,  on  the  condition 
expressed  in  Mr.  Pendelton's  Letter  to  me.  I  here  is  no 
doubt,  that  the  anticipations  of  our  Friend,  respecting  the 
conseifuences  of  for^vd  Sales  to  raise  Money  to  discharge 
$55,000  in  debts,  would  be  verified.  All  the  property  would 
be  sacrificed  4;  his  Children  deprived  of  every  Memorial  of 
the  labour  of  their  illustrious  Parent,  except  nis  reputation. 

Mr,  (lovr.  Morris,  Cienl.  Oarkson,  Mr.  (ifacic.  Mr. 
Bavard  ttc  &c  have  consulted  on  this  Subject  &  their  joint 
opinion  is,  that  it  is  in  every  Respect,  fit,  proper,  & 
necessary,  that  a  number  of  (  K-ntlemcn  of  Fcirtunr.  should 
ooaw  forward  ic  pay  these  debts  &  provide  handsomely 
foe  the  family.     A  sum  of  roo.ooo  Dollars  is  the  amount 


It  would  be  an  Error  to  consider  (irnl.  Hamilton's  Family, 
as  objects  of  public  Charitv.  but  though  ihi%  i%  not  their 
Situation,  it  is  cenain  that  thry  might  reasonably  expect  ad- 
vancentent  in  Life,  from  the  exertions  of  our  departed 
Friend.  These  ho|>es  must,  however,  be  lodllv  di«ap|M>intcd, 
unless  the  proposed  aid  is  obtained.  It  is  true  thar  the  pro- 
vision ought  in  justice  to  be  made  by  Congrrsv.  nr  by  the 
State  of  New  Vork.  but  no  person  acquainted  with  the  ptes- 
eni  State  of  public  affairs,  will  place  the  lej^t  reliance  4in 
this  resource.  Instances  of  similar  benefactionv  in  aniientAc 
tnadcm  times  must  be  familiar  to  vour  mind  &  it  it  crnain 
that  they  have  always  l>een  considered  rtjually  borunirablc 
to  the  Receivers  Ac  (ii\ers.  The  suggestion  that  the  Family 
would  be  offended  by  such  proof  of  the  Gratitude  &  .At- 
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wiih  my  dear  Grandchildren.     Your  sisters  will  accompany 

you.      Slay  Almighcy  (>od  bless  and  proteci  you  and  puur 

the  balm  of  consolation  into  your  distressed  soul  is  and  will 

always  be  the  prayer  of 

Your  affectionate  and  distressed  parent. 

..        ..       -,  Pll.  ScHUVLEIt. 

Mrs.  tiamilion. 

And  again,  on  Tuesday,  17th  July,  1S04.  to  Mrs.  Church, 
who  was  with  her  sister: 

The  dreadful  ralamit)'  my  Dearly  Beloved  Child  which 
we  have  all  sustained  afTected  m*  so  deeply  as  to  threaten 
•erious  results,  but  when  1  received  the  account  of  his 
Christian  resignation  my  afflicted  soul  was  much  tran- 
quillized. Oh  may  heaven  indulgently  extend  fortitude  to 
my  afflicted,  my  distressed,  my  beloved  Kliza.  I  trust  that 
the  Supreme  being  will  prolong  mv  life  (hat  I  may  discharge 
the  duties  of  a  father  10  my  dear  rmid  and  her  dear  children. 
My  wounds  bear  a  favorable  aspect,  and  the  paroxisms  of  the 
KHJt  have  not  been  severe  for  the  past  two  days,  and  )-estcr- 
oay  I  was  able  ro  sit  up  all  day.  t>«Kl  grant  that  my  recov- 
ery may  be  acccleran-d.  to  enable  me  to  go  to  New  ^*ork 
and  embrace  my  distressed  children.  Should  however  my 
restoration  be  retarded,  1  wiith  to  sec  you  all  hetr.  1  he 
change  of  scene  may  perhaps  tend  t<j  soothe  my  disitrsscd 
Eliza  and  her  children.  She  knows  how  tcndrily  I  loved 
My  Dear  Hamilton,  how  tenderly  I  love  her  and  her  childTrn. 
Much  I  feel  all  the  duties  which  arc  devolved  on  mc.  The 
evening  of  my  days  will  be  passed  in  the  pUaMnf*  iH.'<nipa- 
tion  of  administeting  aimfon  and  relief  to  a  Child  and 
Grand -Chi  Id  ten  so  highly  entitled  to  my  best  rkritions. 

My  Kitty  is  most  deeply  affected.  Hrt  teats  have  floM^d 
incruanily.  She  begins  to  be  more  composed,  and  unites 
with  mc  in  love  to  yiMir  disiresied  Sister  and  all  so  dear  to  us. 

I  do  not  write  to  day  to  my  h'Mta  lest  it  should  cirair  a  fresh 
paroxism  of  grirf.  May  she  become  calm.  I  Irr  piety  will  I 
trust  sustain  her  and  her  life  be  prcscrsed  that  her  parent,  her 
children  and  relations  may  itot  uitiain  an  additional  calamity. 
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When  he  heard  nf  the  finding  n(  the  eorcmer's  jun*,  it 

(in  August  2,  anil  he  knew  that  warrants  had   l>crn  isMJcd 

for  his  arrest  and  ch.it  nf  IVndleton  and  \'an  Ness. 

Fearing  extraditmn  he  Ufx  Philadelphia  and,  aioimpanird 
hv  Sanuu'l  S-Ajrt'iut  and  a  laithtui  sla\e.  he  fled  ro  Sr 
Simon's  Islami  i>n  the  ( ieorgia  o>ast.  uhcri-  Mjjfir  Pirrix 
Dutler  had  an  estate,  fits  stay  at  i^hiladrlphia,  it  i«  rc- 
|xirti-d.  was  c  nli\t-nrd  by  a  plras;int  renewal  ol  a  flirtation 
with  one  C\'lrste,  whci  was  an  nlii  flame,  and  it  wa«  onlv 
hiiauM-  trartui  nt'  appiehiiisinn  that  he  irluctantly  MiU|»ht  a 
mitre  sciure  hiiiin£;-pl.iii'.  \td  r  a  \isit  paid  tf»  his  daughtrr 
I  ht-ndiisia,  in  S«iiirh  C'aroljna,  whiih  wjs  undertaLrn  attrr 
great  exposure  an^l  h.ird^hip,  he  ha\ing  tra\rlled  four  hun« 
dred  mih  s  in  an  open  hfi.it.  ami  Iteling  sure  that  the  r&citr« 
ment  had  hitiwn  (i\i  r.  hi  priKc  i  dc  d  tn  \\  ashingrufi  ti>  preside 
«i\er  the  Si  n.ife.  hut  stf»ppi  A  i  •;  f  :^tt  :it  IVtetshurg.  Va.,«hcrr 
he  re^eixed  dx\  **i»\  aCH»n,'*  a  puhhi  dinner  heing  tendered  him 
hy  the  "  Kepuhliians."  Ihirr  was  cheered  and  toasted,  and 
made  muih  of.  When  lie  reaihed  Washington  he  found 
that  hoch  New  ^  Mtk  ;ind  New   |ersi  v  had  issued  indietmcntt 

m 

ai:.iinsT  him.  hut  he  w.is  nnt  pfMsruited,  as  |x>litii*al  and  prr- 
siin.il  mriutnie  w.is  luoiii^ht  to  hear.  AIhiui  this  lime  ihc 
i'jNe  ot  J  lert.iin  luili^e  C  have,  who  was  to  Iht  tried  bv  thr 
Si-n.iTi  lor  maltias.ini e  in  orhie.  lame  up  Itir  trial.  Kurt,  a« 
the  \  ut -rriMiIi  nt.  t>N>k  ih.ir^i  nt'the  pre  feedings,  and  hit 
.iiriT'idt  w.iN  slit  h  .IS  to  1  jiiM-  a  ierT.iin  newspaper  to  %ay  chat 
"h(  ihrtiTiil  the  tri.il  with  the  i!i;:n:rv  and  impartialitv  of  an 
.iriL'(  I  and  rlic  M::'ir  of  a  ilt  \il  "  I  h<  issue  ot  the  duel  v^at 
t'  -r  L'*  •71(11,  and  x\\\  re  w  as  a  n  av  ri<  >n  in  his  laviir,  hui  he  could 
nt'><r  r(::.i:n  \\\^  p«>Mrion  It  was  shorrU  alter  this  that  he 
ri  M^ni  .i  pu^Ii^  Mffui,  tir^t  ihliwiing  an  emotional  and 
fi  'i  l.iv^  SM  I .  h,  whi.  h  I  auM  d  his  hi  an  rs  to  mrit  into  trar% 
l'["l<a!  \\  .It  no  time  in  his  larn  r  \\.in  hi   S4i  elot|ueni.     Rain 
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succeeded  his  extravagant  and  blasted  life.  Richmond  Hill 
was  pressed  for  sale,  and  brought  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  was  insufficient  to  pay  his  debts,  and  at  he  was 
liable  to  arrest  at  any  time,  and  as  his  practice  had  gone  and 
he  was  without  earning  power  he  was  obliged  to  flee.  It 
was  then  that  he  sought  Louisiana,  soon  becoming  involved 
in  new  trouble.  The  history  of  his  subsequent  life  both  in 
America  and  abroad  need  not  be  dwelt  upon.  He  always 
spoke  lightly  <if  the  duel,  and  seemed  to  be  without  concern 
or  remorse.  He  was  bitter,  and  keenly  felt  the  censure  of 
others,  and  in  his  diary'  on  October  24,  1808,  when  in  Ham- 
burg said: 

"I  Bnd  that  among  the  great  number  of  Americans  here 
and  thfTf,  all  are  hostile  to  A.  B. — all — what  a  lot  of  rascals 
they  must  be  to  make  war  on  one  whom  they  do  not  know; 
on  one  who  never  did  harm  or  wished  harm  to  a  human  be- 
ing. Vet  they,  pcrhapv  ought  not  10  lie  Mamrd,  for  they  are 
influenced  by  what  thc-y  hciir.  I  lejrn  further  that  A.  B. 
is  announced  in  the  Paris  papers  in  a  manner  in  no  way 
auspicious." 

Many  anecdotes  are  told  of  him,  illustrating  not  only  his 
casual  feeling  in  regard  to  serious  things,  but  what  I  have 
juft  mentioned.  It  is  said  that  in  a  letter  written  when 
jwllow  fever  was  rife  in  New  ^'ork,  he  rvnically  obwrvcd: 
"We  die  reasonably  fast.  Mrs.  Jones  died  last  night;  but 
then  Mrs.  Smith  had  twins  this  morning;  so  the  account  is 
even."  • 

Upon  one  occasion  he  refc-tred  to  "mr  friend  Hamilton, 
whom  I  shot."  Upon  another,  a  foreigner  atkrd,  in  Burr's 
bearing,  if  Hamilton  was  a  gentleman.  Burr  resented  the 
question  and  replied  with  hauteur, " Sir,  /  met  him."  '     I'pon 

»-rrt«l»)o-n««U"»rJ  I.p  ij» 
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anotluT  hr  is  said  to  have  visited  the  duc-lling  gmunJ  with  J 
friend,  aiiil  in  the  weirds  of  the  latter,  "lie  justilicd  ail  hr  had 
done;   nay,  applauded  it." 

This  and  other  statements  of  the  kind  are,  possihli.  r^ajs- 
derations,  or  even  lies,  f(»r  vituperation  and  misrrprrvnca* 
tion  were  ai*ti\e  at  the  time.  For  over  one  hundred  )car« 
few  historians  have  been  found  who  were  willing  to  accord 
to  Hurr  a  single  virtue;  \et,  in  spite  of  certain  grave  drfct*t% 
of  i  harai  ter.  there  is,  after  all.  mui  h  that  appeals  lu  chc  ju%f 
and  fair-mindeil  iritic.  No  tme  who  is  conversant  with  the 
histnrv  of  his  middle  ami  old  ai;e,  can  help  admiring  thcMc 
traits  nf  ^enrrnsii\  and  a  certain  tenderness  that  arc  «hciwn, 
espt-cialiy  in  his  U  rters  to  his  daughter  ThefKlosia  and  vrmic 
others.  l)nulitl(NS,  in  a  \%a\.  he  ^reatU  liked  Hamilton,  lo 
loni^  as  the  laiti  i  ditl  iutt  i  rf»ss  his  pnjitit  al  path,  for  in  rarh 
\ears  the\  were  nuu  h  tnuether.  and  Hurr  was  a  frrqucnc 
\isiti»r  at  llamiitnirs  housr,  and  up<in  more  than  one  (Hrca- 
sion  ujs  the  messl■n^er  lutwten  hushand  and  wife.  Thc^ 
had  a  i^riat  deal  in  s\mpath\,  the  same  sense  of  humor,  and 
capaiiT\  for  \\itr\  ntort;  ami  the  alulit\  tf>  appreciate  tKe 
amiaMi-  utalm-ssts  nf  others.  If  suih  existed,  it  \%  a  pit}' 
that  [^»ni'  i*\  tht  ir  iiirrrs|ifindf  ru'i-  has  heeti  pre«ened,  for  it 
wnulil  Im-  thi-  hist  iiidfx  (it  the  feeling  underneath  that  might 
ha\r  I  \istitl  at  snnit-  time 

Wlule  the  s«-  ^imkI  traits  did  not  compensate  for  a  great  deal 
that  was  ahsujurrlx  \u  ious,  it  is  not  right  to  invariably  speak 
ot  Hurr  as  a  mniisn  r  r\en  if  his  m(»ral  srnse  wa«  in  manv 
\%a\s  ihfiitixe  nr  (\rn  d<  tiiirnt.  I  here  is  something  in  the 
niiM  r\  of  the  man  ilurini:  his  rxili-  that  is  very  tcHiching,  and 
liiN  li*'i  alifMiI.  whin-  hr  i^as  an  Ishmaelite,  was  tilled  with 
l>itTf  riu  ss  wliii  li  \u  I  ridut«  il,  Muanv^hile  slinwing  a  fttubbom 
i'iura;:i.  ills  diar\  is  a  siran^'i'  nuxture  of  accounts  of  dliM- 
I'jtiiin  and  rtttiiniis  tn  his  daughter  which  betray  that,  at 
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hfjn.  there  was  one  tender  point  in  his  nature.  The  piget 
devoted  lo  the  account  of  his  wretched  and  uncomfortable 
trip  10  Boslnn  in  a  slow  and  dreary  packet,  after  pawning;  the 
little  gifts  for  Theodo!iia  and  escaping  the  land  sharks  with 
)u*l  enough  to  reach  America,  thmw  light  upon  the  char- 
acter of  a  man  who,  no  matter  what  he  had  done,  was  proud 
and  self-reliant  in  his  adversity.  Oliver '  is  most  charitable, 
and  in  speaking  of  Burr  says:  "Two  things  about  him 
passed  the  bounds  of  acting— his  generosity  and  his  affection. 
He  had  at  all  times  many  creditors,  and  it  cannot  be  said 
of  him  that  he  was  depressed  by  the  weight  of  his  obliga* 
lions.  Stricilv  be  was  an  Immoral  citizen,  because  he 
flouted  the  sanctity  of  contract  and  gave  away  upon  an  im- 
pulse what  was  already  hypothecated  10  others.  Kui  at 
least  he  did  not  spend  upon  himself,  .  .  .  He  gave  because 
he  could  not  resist  appeals,  because  he  could  not  help  giving. 
.  .  .  Hischarity  was  of  the  heart,  spontaneous,  promiscuous. 
and  usually  misdirected.  ...  In  his  old  age  the  habit 
amounted  to  a  mania.  He  fancied  himself  rich,  and  gave 
still  ttiore  recklessly— a  more  amiable  and  a  less  comnuin 
trait  in  septuagenarians  than  to  fancy  themselves  poor  and 
hoard.  .  .  .  Lovers  of  Hamilton  and  of  a  settled  order — 
Federalist  partisans  and  outraged  Democrats— have  drawn 
the  picture  of  Burr  which  i«  accepted  in  history  books.  It  is 
only  natural  that  the  shadows  have  been  ovrrblackened" 

Burr  died  in  iSf').  and  bis  b<Hlv  lies  near  that  uf  his  faibc-r 
and  grandfather  at  Princeton.  Hamilton  was  huned  in  the 
churchyard  of  old  Trinit)',  u-jthin  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the 
nte  of  the  lint  house  he  occupied  when  he  came  to  New 
York,  and  of  Federal  Hall,  while  the  grases  of  Klizaheth 
Hamilton  and  himself  arc  really  located  in  the  vrn'  com- 
mercial centre  of  the  United  States.  Kvery  one  who  humct 
•op  €it.  (If  »ir-«i» 
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up  tlir  i:!t  .If  >TniT  rh.iT  t  \T(n»l>  triirn  r!i«  Mrur.iMc-  vJv.ir  '•^ 
t«»  rlx  I  .l^r  lvr.tr  %  aw,  it  h«  ih-Mi-i^.  .^l\^.^\'•  s<  t  tfii  h  rr-^  !• 
iiV'ruiin'iH  uliuli  i'.'.ir>  .ill  rh.i'  in  Ii  tr  «'f  ih*  fT-^t  Si»r<rj:. 
<'t  rln     I  M  .iMn\  «•!  tin    I   nir*  J  >T.iti  s 

Xtft  !  tin  '.•['••Arh  «'t  r\"U  rlun  .1  iinnjr\,  i-ur  ."Un^r-. . 
u  s'h  .ill  If '  pr<  t  riT  1:1.  .1  Ml-  ^.  1  .ilfTiU  \\»  j;.;h^  fin  p.iTT  j  ':.»•.  •  ! 
l«\    tIi..  I    I  .«:!'.    p.ift:  'tN  \«.!jm  I'T-iiiL^ht   if  it'.'  •  liti  I  hi    if  :  ■ 

\i.!'i.i!   ir-.tl  :;•:;■  «    «■?    tin    "' \!.i  k«  r  ^  «'t     XrT-.'ru.i**   i>t-.  t:»     \j. 
<]',    .'.I'lj    If-'!?.    ..r.ii    .ts    •■■i;i    m; -Ti?i;':  '!!N    iM.'-rr.c-    rrv'Tt     jv  i 
iTi-'ft    !:::!.!.  ■    :.:'':  i.«  .1  .'.1   » - 'iist.in?l\  .i!'.|  ^n  .niilv  ffirr.«   .i-  .. 
V..I",  I'l        It  !     !..•.!!;    T»i..*..i:',    T'i   -.i\    ff;.iT    Tl:«-^f    prj::     ;    • 
fli.ir    .i:«     IT.      ^    ••:••'■.    »!».■:■.:•:;[    uj '-n    .i.m   .i.ihir«r%»     ?      '•  ■ 
:«  .  '  ;^*N  I.?   t!..    ("■  -v   •:?■:•:.  :^   I i. I ■■  f    !  •  ■  :i   rl'.i    !■♦    f         I  r. •  ■    ?  _ 
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and  iti  rriulti  arc  admitted,  by  those  more  competent  and 
wonhy  than  myself,  to  be  beyond  improvement.  Jefferson, 
Caltcndcr,  and  Cheatham  are  gone.  Frencau's  scurrilous 
diatribes  arc  forgotten,  and,  to-day,  able  and  impartial  his- 
torians, both  here  and  abroad,  arc  according  him  (he  tardy 
acknowledgment  of  what  he  has  done  for  the  I'niled  States 
and  for  the  World. 

Perhaps  his  most  impartial  and  grateful  critics  and  ad- 
mirers  are  the  millions  who,  denitrd  liberty  elsewhere,  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  complete  protection  embodied  in  an 
iostnuncnt  with  which  his  name  it  so  intimately  idcnti6cd. 


Th«  Cn«c  ml  AkmuAn  lUmthoi. 
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HAMILTON  OF  CAMBUSKEITM  AND  r,R.\NOE' 

"The  progenitor!  of  the  Hamilton!  of  Cambutkrith,  now  called 
the  \touni,  wen  derived  by  Crawfurd  and  Wood,  from  Walter, 
•rcond  ion  of  Sir  David,  filiui  Walieri  de  Mamilion.  ihe  third  in 
the  line  of  lucceuion  from  Gilbert  de  Hamildun,  the  founder  uf  the 
ducal  houfr  of  Hamilton.  Crawfurd  further  *tatn  ihat  Hamihon 
of  (rrangr,  in  Aytihire,  wa*  the  repreMntative  uf  the  Cambuikeith 
Hamilton!.  Thb  it  very  probable,  alihoufih  neither  Crawfurd,  nor 
ihe  writer  of  the  family  geneali<gy  in  Roberijon"!  ATihirt  Familui, 
ptmn  it  to  be  ihe  fact.  We  ihall.  however,  fidlow  the  lattcf 
account,  taid  to  be  drawn  from  family  wriu.  lo  far  a>  ii  appear* 
lo  be  correct. 

"The  firw  recorded  in  the»e  document*  i»; 

"I.  David  Hamilton,  of  C'amhuikcith.  who  had  a  rhaiter  of  the 
[and*  o(  Blairmead  from  hi*  uncle  fpairuui)  Alan  Mamilton  nf  l^th- 
befd.  which  wai  confirmed  by  the  osci  lord.  Airhibald,  Eail  of 
Oouglai,  Lord  uf  (jalloway  and  Annandale,  at  Peeblr*.  on  the  19th 
January,  1411. 

"H.  JatnesHamilltmafCambutkcith,  whowatieived  heii  la  his 
father  David  in  1436.  He  married  Mar|>rr>',  dau|[hier  of  Sir  Jamea 
Hamilton  of  Pmton.  by  Mar)>irrt,  daughtei  of  Sir  Jamei,  afterward 
Lord  Hamtittwi,  by  whom  he  had  hi*  tucce^xir. 

"lU.  John  Hamilton  of  Cambu*kcith.  »h.)  mariied  Matwn, 
^anihicr  of  Sir  John  Maiwell  of  ('aldFrwn.K).  bv  Hh»m  hr  had  a  u>n. 

-IV.  Aleiander.  who  wa.  «-rvrd  hrir  to  h.»  faibrr  John  in  14^. 
Hn  name  occur*  ai  one  of  the  ai*i/c  in  a  ctiiiiiiial  caur  in  l^ti; 
aad  be  wa»  amerciated  for  intcr\ommunin(;  with  the  Shriiff  of  Ayr. 
in  1527.  He  married  Maiion.  daughter  of  Sir  Adam  Cunin^hamc 
af  Caprtnpna.  by  I*abel,  dauf^htcr  of  Sir  Malcolm  Craufutd  of 
KObiniir,  by  whom  he  had  a  ton. 

**V.     John  Hamilton  of  Cambuskcith.  who  in  1^2  appcara  in  the 

*  Vrtfmrw^  (tum  "  lltMuer  irf  Arrdurv  awl  lu  f  uBtln,"  bj  Juan  l>i!rr*iMv. 
•^  11.  pp.  aoi.  10*,  toy 
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St  i>ts  \v-ts  ot'  Parliamcnr  as  nnc  of  the  curaton  of  Jnhn  HainikuB  c4 
F\njft  lie-  was  lillrJ  on  thr  Mutr  of  (ilasj^om,  Ma%.  l  >44.  lie 
nun  If  d  Maii:jrrt.  Jau^hirr  of  Cunmghamr  ot  l.c|slanc.  b%  wbui 
h(-  hjj  a  M»n. 

*'VI.  ]tA\n  Mamiltiin  of  C*amhu%Lriih,  who  mai  K-nrd  hcif  to  Itat 
tuihi  r.  |iihn.  in  i  54'*.  Mr  did  nni.  howrvrr.  \t*n^  rnn^v  the  pmprffTT. 
as  hr  dit  d  intcstjtc  in  Scptrmlnr.  IS47.  \\i%  rrlict.  Jimrta  M«M- 
i:unic  r\.  w  js  ctinhimcd  tf^Ai^.uf'^rri  datcin.  the  fuilawin|(  Janiunr-    He 

kit      INNUI 

I.    |«ihn.  'his  sun  and  hrir  apparrnt.* 
^     f  !i/jlurh.  Mils  djiii:hti  r.' 
"'Willurn   Mjninuiti>iii-,    I  utmir  i<t   (*ammi«kr\fh.*  vat  ckar|pc4 
with  ii  Ic  f<i  jTiMi:  iTUNs.  and  artrmptmi:  Co  rcsturr  I'open  at  Ktrka»- 

W  Jid    HI    I  V   \, 

"\I|.      |-.hii  Maiiiilrnn  itf  C'amluislrith      It  wat  thit  Jukfi.  pco^ 
aM\.  who  iTijr;i<d  i.  jthcrinr   hanpihjr.  dauchtrr  ul  the   I^ird  oC 
( iu;:-.i!r.^«  r>'?r.  I  ■  whi>rT)  hr  hjd  two  \4<n« 
I .    |'*hii.  his  siit  if  ssi.f. 
:     Willun^  ar'rrwjrd  Sir  William  Mamilti^n  tif  Sum. 

"  \  III  I'  I'.!:  Mjtt  :[r-  n  •  I  ijnihuskcith.whti  was  termed  heir  to  hM 
fjthtr.  I  hr:.  iri  ihi-  Ijr.iU  •  !  i  arv.lMi^kc  ith  in  r  ^*^  I.  ind  Tit  htl  ^ntld 
fj;yii'.  I  *  !i.  1:1  the  lands  •■!  Pophill.  Kurnhill.  and  ttfhen.  Dear  to 
i*:j..r..:.i!j:.d  jrid  KilrT'.jrr.*  ii  II  Castles,  on  1st  Ma%.  IJ72.  Hc  our- 
iitd.  f*:^'.  |j:'.<  M  rrj  rTHnr.  djiiirhtrr  nf  the  I  aird  of  Hanellleid^ 
h\  \s  *'  ■<  hi-  had  his  s^i^icss. .r.  and  pri>hjM\  a  daui^hter.  Eliaahctk. 
sn  .-:■,!  . .  J  r  n  jr::cd  I  jr:i?  St«  w  jrt.  dauchtrr  of  Mr  Matt! 
a-t  '*.  \\- r  .  :\  «*■  '-i  he  hjd  a  s^-n.  jvi<<rdin£  to  the 
\;r*'r:f  \  u"  :■<'.  I)u.id  *  I  J  J^  T' -n.  w  hu  h  landt  hc  obfaiBcd  ftOB 
hiN  'jrv.fr  :;*i.  jvd  uh.>  n-.arrird  Marion  Campbell,  danghlVf  ctf 
the   I  j::  J      *    I)  ..  jT?  j'.l 

'IX       I    "'\   Hj"  .  !  i'arr-hiiskrith  €»r  (iraniee.     He  »at  rr* 

f  .::i.i  *  • ::  T  f  %  L"rjT  .:ra:.d!arhrr.  |< 'hn.  in  chr  Undft  of  Oteeavre 
J-  ,!  Cj-  -j:  -a  jn.  ;.i  N  -.  .  r*  ;  Hr  married  Janet,  dauflHef  c^ 
W  J-  V.  .  -ji*  Ar  f  •  I  apMr^:?  ^n.  h\  wht»m  he  had  no  ii 
li  •  ■  •    ■""■•■    ■    .J.S.   W      :j"T^  ijr'.r.iTf'n,  is  %asd  to  hasc 

■ 

L-  'j    '..  J   ■    J-*-:   .;vdf :  rhr  i  irrj!  .Val  i*f  thr  ten-pound  land  c^ 

i  .'*..«&■  :'h  :      K  .^       'I   hjr  r.r  t{amilr<»un  i4  the  Csran|^  ol^  Kd- 

r'l".-  ^^"  IS  "  r:v'   -rd  as  »  rr  if   ihr  a%%i/r  in  a  crimmal 

!"    ^      H-  J.rJ  ^r»   rr  r  :;.  n  whi.h  \rar  'umquhile.  jidui 

r       •■  ■  •  (  irj-ji  ."  .^  .  jrs  J*  J  dr^  ?    ;  1  r.  (he  test  a  mcnt  of  '  Mr. 

I  ui!.     k:  :*  J'r:  i^k        Mr  uas  a'wt  \n    I*- 1  2.  to  that   hn 

hase  c^suxird   S:tw<t::   the    \ca:k    1' li  and   \b\y 
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Robertson  itatn  that  the  rep  mentation  of  the  family  now  devolved 
on  hii  brother  David  of  I.adylon.  No  pinof  is  adduced  of  thii,  but  il 
■ccnu  probable  frotn  the  fart  that  l.adytnn  was  the  property  of  the 
family.  It  due*  itot  appear,  however,  that  David  luccceded  his 
brother,  ot  thai  he  wai  ever  ttyled  of  Grange,  »  we  find. 

"X.  'Alexander  llimilion  of  Grcnf-.'  mentioned  in  iheieitameni 
of  John  Hutehe«>un  in  Bog.  (Jalrt.m  Pari»b.  in  June.  1616.  He  wu 
ntoufed  heir  to  hii  father,  David,  in  the  land*  of  Gnngc,  toih  Janu- 
ary, 1617.  Me  married  Agnci  (nm  tli/abeth)  Craufurd,  niece  of  the 
L^ird  of  I.ochnorri*.  by  whom  he  had  two  M>nt: 

1.  John,  who  ii  crroneouily  *aid  to  have  died  young. 

2.  Robert,  (aid  to  have  been  the  lucceaior  of  hii  father. 
"XI.     John  Hamilton  of  Grange.      Hii  name  occun  in  varioua 

documenu.  In  1618  Jnhn  Hamilton  of  Grange  di*po»cd  of  hi«  an> 
nual  rent  on  the  land*  and  barony  of  Kilmarnock  to  the  Boyd  fatnily, 
which  he  leemi  to  have  again  acquired,  for,  in  i6]4.  John  Hamilton 
af  Grange  ha*  in  feitment  of  the  annual  tent  funh  nf  the  land*  and 
baroniet  of  Kilmarnock  and  Graugar.  He  may  have  beett  >uc- 
Cwded  by  hu  brulhet, 

"•XII.  Robert  Hamilton  of  Grange,  who  wa«  rrtourrd  heir  to 
hk  father,  Alexander.  iQth  I>rcembrr.  if*?.  He  married  Margaret 
Hamilton,  daughtrr  of  the  Lai>d  of  Nnbtand.  by  whom  he  had  a  >o«. 

-XIH.  John  Hamilton  of  Grange,  who  married  KUrabrth  Ciau- 
fttrd,  daughter  of  the  l.aiid  of  Craufurdbnd.  by  whom  he  had  rwo 
mta  and  *ix  daughter*,  of  the  latter  of  whom,  Margaret,  wa*  tnarricd 
in  167).  10  Robert  Hunter  of  Kitkland.  He  wai  lucceeded  by  hit 
eldest  inn. 

"XIV.  John  Hamilton  of  Grange,  who.in  i'>77,wairctnijredheir 
of  hii  father,  John.  By  a  deed,  dated  June,  1677.  he  diipciaed  of  the 
' forty -«hil ling  land  of  old  extent  of  the  Kitkland  tt(  Kilmarttock. 
with  the  glebe  landi  thereof,'  to  the  Earl  of  Kilmarnock,  In  1^8^. 
he  acquired  part  of  the  land*  of  Sieveniton'Campbell  from  Roben 
Cuninghame  of  AuchenharNie:  and  about  ihii  time  alf)  he  acquired 
die  barony  of  Slevctuiun-C'uninghamc  from  the  (ilcncairn  family; 
the  mannnn-houtc  of  which.  Kerilaw,  under  the  name  of  C'di/r.  be- 
came the  reiideiKC  a«  well  ai  the  title  uf  the  family.'  He  mattied 
RctMCca  Cuninghame,  daughter  of  Alexander  Cuninghame  of  Craig- 
tndt,  bjr  whom  he  had  iMue  a  daughter.  Janet,  matned  lu  William 
WuDcr  of  Ardccf,  and  an  only  um, 

•  Karliv  Camh  (nailauni  u>  lir  ibr  naBuoa.bnuac  al  Oat  Unuli  iJI  atiiul  bby 
jmn  t^,  ^km  tk>  pmem  bmite  M  Cnnp  *m  ImUi  nn  a  Apt  tl        ' 
AHMVlHMitheaUCMtlcalKmla-,     Stat.  At.  <4  Soot. 
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cw«ra  Major  George  Vinbrugh  Biown  of  Knockmarloch  and  EliiJ- 
bcth  Cuninghame,  eldctt  daughtct  of  the  marriage  between  RobetT 
Cutur)|Fhaine  of  Aurhraharvic  and  Eliubcih  Hamilton,  ridrfl  mirr 
ofiheiecond  Alrsandcr  Hamilton. 

"  Aami:  GuIm,  a  linn  tampant.  argent  <(oi  the  Earldom  of  Rom); 
betwixt  three  cinque  foilt.  eimine  (for  Hamilton).  Cmt:  An  oak 
inc  proper.     A/orto,  in  an  cKtoll  above,  Vuuoia  rr  f  kuctipua." 


APPKNDIX  B 

KKRII.AW  CASTLE 

In  '*(\innini:hjmr'*  i  Tupo^raphi/t-J  hy  Timothy  Pont  An.  1604- 
I'-'^S.  uith  i'niiiiniiarinns  jnJ  IlluMration  Ni»ficr%  by  the  late  Janacs 
l)ii|iir  ti|'  CiiiiiiniiM.k,  h.S.A..  Si  (It.,  rdiicrd  hy  hit  tcjci  Jokn  Slw4- 
d*>n  I)«>ltir.  (ilasutiw,  iX;'^^  1,  wc  hnJ  a  drscriptiun  of  this  ancicac 
pri»|Mrtv. 

"Kjir\-U-A  C^astlr  or  St<ninMi>unr  C*a&trll.  a  fair  strocifer  buiM«i|C 
h«  iMM'jifit:  ti)  \r  Kjrls  of  (ilriuaiinr  ijuoho  had  )r  taid  CaMrll  bar- 
riifi<\  pjrisih  and  l.ordsihi|K'  li\  chi-  marriapr  of  yr  1)uu|^m  hrtr^ 
XXIX  thcri'iil  It  lulitiiefd  in  A    1  i-«i  to  w*  I  mlharts.*' 

"I  hr  ivv-mantlid  ruins  of  KmL^  i'a%ilr  them  it  to  ha%c  focmrj 
in  its  later  dj\«  a  <|ijadrani:iilar  pih  of  huildinp  of  about  thirty  %ardi 
v{uarr.  Its  Mtiutifin  on  thi*  rastt  rn  ftidc  ot  thr  Sirvciiuon  burn  n 
ni>t  MMi-  fif  nuiih  njtiiial  strm^th.  tor  thou{*h  thr  ground  arvmnd  n 
prtitiiv  bri'lm  and  iindiiljttiii:.  the  »irr  itself  is  flat  and  rattly  ap* 
pri'aihuMi-  >*n  thrc-r  Miles,  whilr  |o  tin-  itar  its  walls  arnac  frutn  the 
ciIl;!  <>t  the-  I'tVk  hut  r«Hl\  jnd  pri-iipitoiis  brink  of  the  stream 
suii  lit  the-  ij«.tl«-  l-.js  ulfUiist  cntirilv  dtsapprarrd,  and  was. 
pr<ihjl>l\.  thr  fldt^t  part  iif  thr  bulMin^.  Thr  doorway  in  the 
cast  tr<int  is  iliriitlv  appinjihrd  through  a  double  line  of  i»oMe  oU 
irrrs  t>irii:i:iL'  a  shjii\  avinur  of  aUujt  a  (]uartrr  of  1  mile  in  Icnpk 
I  hr  t*((Jtir  part  nt  this  wall,  uhiih  is  still  standin|[,  shovt  few  d 
thr  ill  !t  iisi\r  ai  i <*mpaninirnts  cfimmon  to  thr  m<ire  ancient 
biiiKln>i:s.  hut  thr  l<iMcr  apaitinrnts  in  it  in  thr  lorrrspondinfc 
hj\r  h«fn  sjiiltiJ.  I  hr  sinjth-rast  front,  which  faces  imo  iW 
picsiMT  i'jid«ns.  apprars  ti»  haw  hern  a  more  m«Hieni  additwft,  a 
iciiiijl  JiHin^av  and  window  on  thr  rastern  side  being  of  tbe  GolWc 
stvlr.  and  uf  niuih  larger  and  ainrr  proportions  than  tKoac  ia  iW 


•Aii-»   -^r    'A  T-j--e-i{  V    .1:   I»    '.i-  r.xr\      f  S...iUn'l   anri  thr 
Brituh  Stav"  ^'l    II.  I*!  i    '    Xt.-r.j.v     i"    \"     -iM  ..I  Ihr  iViik^ipftl  r 


APPENDIX  B  439 

wall  frantin;  the  avenue,  above,  in  the  Kcond  Mory,  ii  «  ntt  of 
K)ua re-headed  mullion -divided  windowt,  and  (he  othcf  wall  ii 
iinithed  by  a  battlement.  The  annent  hall  nf  Krnlaw  Cattle  was 
(■id  to  have  been  ornamenied  with  the  coats-of-arTTU  of  the  Scotiiih 
nobility,  taken  from  the  Abbey  of  Kilwinning  after  iu  dcitiiKtitm  at 
th«  Rcfotmation.  If  10,  tetribuiion  hai  followed  im  Kerilaw,  The 
•potU  of  Kilwinning:  have  entirely  diiappcated.  and  thrit  nittcnce 
tikere  ii  known  only  by  tradition.  Kmtn  Kilwinning,  the  aftproarh 
to  the  pteaeni  maniion,  which  uand*  on  the  oppoute  tide  of  the 
bum,  keep*  the  line  of  the  old  avenue,  cruasinf;  the  Uieam  by  the 
btid|(c  thrtjiwn  over  in  routae  immediatrly  underneath  the  line  of  the 
back  wall  o(  the  tuin*." 

'  Thii  bridge,  which  detract*  Mimewhat  from  the  lolc  oftpnal 
■tren)[ih  of  the  poaition,  addi  to  the  piciureaquc  efTcfi,  and  the  banki 
of  the  cleat,  rapid  little  tucam  are  here  uvet-atcbcd  by  widc-apread 
old  fofttt  ircca." 


APPKNDIX  C 

THE  RIVINCTON  TRACTS 

'I'm  I  sc-rii-s  of  II acts  i%surJ  I'hirfly  from  Ri\inf^on'i  press,  in  New 
York  C'iiy  JuririK  1774  2nd  1775.  conmtrd  of  twenty  pamphlets  and 
rr|i»inJcis  from  thr  i'airiois,  and  in  ihr  l>ry»innin|(  preceded  the  Bio%e- 
mrni  to  send  d(-l^^acrs  Irom  the  l*ro\ince  uf  New  York  to  ckeGcDersl 
Colli: rc^s  in  PhilaJt-lphia.  Atoirding  to  Fvans,'  the  iccreC  lertin 
fund  of  chr  Kritish  (io\rrnnitnt  was  larf>rly  dravm  upon  to  subsidise 
chc  printing  other  of  the  Tory  printer.  This  writer  says:  **TIm 
tilt  litis  of  Arnc-ruan  l.ilu-rty  found  arrayed  af>ainst  them  an  oppose* 
li'iM  fiijjf  up  of  ihr  Church  of  F^ngiand.  In  fact,  in  its  contwwefnal 
phjsis.  ihr  s(riii:L:lr  tiir  civil  hheriy  in  ihr  American  Colonia 
sullied  Miinithin^  of  thr  nature  i>f  rrh^ious  m-arfare,  in  wittdi 
sintiiiL;  ihurchrs  wirr  oppiisrd  hy  the  F.stahhshed  Cliurch  of  Ea|t- 
Ijrui  "  I  his  ujs.  undtiuhirdly,  a  further  e\olutifin  of  the  spinc  «d 
jncjiT'tnisni  ihjt.  in  the  sr\rnirrnih  crniur\',  Ird  to  the  esodits  of  At 
hrric  lund  nt  F  n^lishrnrn  uh«»  landed  in  Mauarhuietts  Bay.  It 
Hjs.  (hcnltirc-.  to  |ir  c\|H\trd  thai  thr  I'orv  opp(«ition  spovU  be 
rcpMNdiml  h\  a  iltiirxnun,  and  we  hnd  the  Rev.  M^Hcs  Coppef, 
the  pii  xulti:t  <f  Kind's  Ci>Ilii;r.  takini*  an  active  part. 

Ml-  it  was  whom  Mixandir  lianulton  helped  to  escape  fran  fkt 
infiirurtd  pjT.'i<>ts  who  surr>»undrd  thr  ccj|rf>e.  during  Hamdum't 
titr>  j:ui  f!>ii|ii«fit  spciih  ddisrrid  trorn  thr  diMirttep.  Coopcff. 
jir«r  h^T'r!i::j  v%iTh  i!;ihi:njrit  suipiisr  trurn  a  window  above*  relwc- 
tjifli  'T  .1  !f  Iv.s  I  \ir  tr<<rii  j  hj«  k  i\*mti,  jnd  sought  the  protection  of 
tV.'  I  :.->'".  rTu;)  <<t-v^jr  in  the  hjrU>r  CiMiprr's  hr ft  pamphlet 
H..V  •  !  ■  \  \ 'rTfi  \rv«  Ti.  jn."  ji.il  u  js  cntitird  "  f  kr  ,4m^u€n 
I  v..  r:*^jrT:i  il  rhi  j!  11  jvi\  i  \j%p«  ratrd  "Sons  of  Liberty. 
I.'  A  J  ;  .  ij!^M  <<f  \i<il(7-r  rrc  dirr!:ri:r.  and  ultimatrU  left  the 
r- .  ^'  :•!.  J*'*  iv%  jiil  MiNhop  Si  jl*iii\  iit  i.'i>nnc^iuui  wrote  teveeal 
t:u   '«    'jK.:     -   r- (     I   .rv   siJr.      Mis    first  was  eniitled  "J   frt^mdl^ 

"  ."J   •      *  '  1   (  r  J-  '     J  »*"-    ^   !    V.  i:;4-«7T*.  pt  n  tf  sif 

'    .:?'.:.!  h^iL^  \  >  :hc  II  ■  .  :rr  I  -rvi.  Chu  ifis  |i 
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Aiintt  h>  All  Rfatwahh  Amrrieani  on  tk*  Suijrei  0/  our  Polttuat 
Cvmfutiami,"  and  wii  annrcrcd  by  Philip  Livinpton  by  "Tht 
Otkrt  SiJ*  0/  fA/  Qufttinn,  or  a  Drfrnit  of  ikt  Ltkfrtut  of  North 
Amtrua''  Tile  pKudonym  chcMtn  by  S«>bury  w»i  "A.  W.  Far- 
mrr."  hu  purpoM  havin)c  been  to  turn  ihc  iicricuhural  cUn  aKaiim 
ibc  propiaeil  mcaiuru  that  wcic  tt>  Se  inttoduced  into  ibc  ('(i(nin{> 
Oiricrm,  and  to  convry  the  idra  that  he  irat  an  srtual  lann«t 
of  Wmchettcf  County.  Meanwhile  Citncral  Chailct  L«  wrulc 
"^utiati  on  a  Pamphift  Entttltd  a  fritnJly  AJJ'iti  to  all  Rtaion- 
M*  Amnuans,  ett,"  wiih  the  quotation  fioni  Shaknpcare,  "  L«"i 
canvats  him  in  hit  Bioad  ('atdinal'i  Hal."  'Ilii*  wai  pubHabed  by 
the  Bradfordi  m  Philadelphia. 

Sulwr()umtly  Seabuty  wiote  "  Frt*  Thovfkli  on  fAr  Pntttdtngi 
of  ll%t  Conlinrnlal  Cottfrrii  Htld  at  PhxlaJAfhia,  Sff*.  4,  1774." 
Th»  dtrw  forth  Hanttltun't  "Full  f'lndnation,  ttc."  to  which  ref- 
mnce  ha«  been  madr.  In  two  or  tbtee  veeka  Scabury  pubtivhed. 
imdcf  hii  orifpnal  pccudonym,  "Tht  Cinfmi  CanvanrJ;  or.  am 
£aamtnattoi%  Itilo  Inr  ConJutt  of  tkf  tiftrgatri  at  thr  OranJ  Cott' 
vtnhtm  HfU  in  PhiUJtfphia,  Sfft.  \n,  1774."  In  1775  Hamil- 
laa  iMUdd  hb  Mcond  rtjotnder  id  Scabury,  undci  the  title  of  "  fkt 
fmrmrr  RefultJ  or  a  Morr  Imparlial  anJ  Com/Hrtuninv  t'lrv  0/ 
llu  OtiptiSr  Brtufrn  (jrrat  Britain  anJ  ihf  CrJanifi,  InlmdiJ  ai  a 
ftrtkrt  t'lnJuation  of  thr  Congttii.  In  the  meantime  ipiHled  at- 
tacks were  indul|;rd  in,  and  other  inrts  were  puhlnhed.  Onr  a( 
tbcM  wai  entitled  "An  Alarm  la  thr  l^gnlatun  of  thr  Prottmr  of 
Sftv  T'ork  ottaiionfJ  ty  thr  Prntnl  P'Jilital  Dnturkarnf  in  North 
Amtriea"  and  waa  iiaued  fnim  Ki^tn]cion*«  ptet*.  Another  waa 
"  0'hat  Think  I'r  of  the  C.ongmi  Sum.}"  rrrunnMiity 
ll  to  the  Rev.  Thomai  Bradbury  Chandler  Joarph  Gall>>- 
wajtwho  had  fuined  the  American  ttuipt,  but  had  dcsertrd  and  e*- 
pnuaaj  tbc  Tory  tide. wrote  "A  Plan  of  a  PropoirJ  Vntr.n  Brturm 
CrMf  Brilatn  an4  ihr  Coioniri,"  and  "A  CandiJ  f.tamimation  of 
tkf  Umhi^  Claim$  of  Grrat  Bftlain  anJ  tk,  Caioniti .  uiih  a  Plan 
•j  Ativmmadation  on  ConitiiuUonitl  Prtn-tplri."  He  alio  lairt  pub- 
MmJ  other  irarti  in  F.nf^and. 

After  Hartulioo'a  "  Farmrr  RefuirJ"  appeared,  it  wai  antwered 
bjr  Inac  Wilkina,  who.  under  the  paeudimym  ill  "A  Country  Oen- 
doKMi."  prepared  a  tract  called  "Thr  krpuUi.an  DiureUJ,  10, 
tkf  Atalomyof  an  Amtnt^n  H'hig"  Thi«.  however,  did  n-*.  ar  the 
tinw.  appear,  for  a  company  from  ConitKiuut  dcacendrd  up»n  Ri*- 
■fiflcin'a  prcmtiea.  wircked  n»  prnaes,  at>d  icanered  Wtlkina**  proof- 
iha«i.     In  aomc  way,  boweiier,  a  copy  found  ita  way  to  tflf^nd. 


d 


442  APFKNDIX  C 

where  it  was  reprinted.  Other  pamphlets  that  appeared  in  1774  and 
furthered  this  controversy  were  those  of  Henry  Barry,  an  En|tlisb 
officer  in  Boston  who  attacked  Lee,  and  of  Jonathan  Boucher.  Tk 
latter  was  the  author  of"//  I^ttrr  fmm  a  I'lrftman  to  the  Sttmkr^t 
oj  thf  (lungffii  tfj  hf  Held  in  Philadelphia  on  the  Ftrtt  0/  SefUfnker, 

'774." 


APPENDIX  D 

INDICTMENT  OF  WILLIAM  DUANE  FOR  SEDITION 

Ptrai  before  tht  Honorable  The  Judftn  of 
the  Circuit  Coun  of  thr  United  Siatn  in 
and  for  the  Di*tritl  uf  Penniylvania  in  the 
Third  Ciicuii  at  Philadelphia, 

Bi  IT  RrMrunRKEn  that  at  a  Circuit  Court  of  thr  United  Stain 
boldcn  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia  in  and  for  the  Diitrkt  of  Prnn- 
tylvania  in  the  Third  Circuit  on  the  Klesenih  Day  of  October  AD. 
1800 — and  in  the  twrniy-fifih  yrar  of  thr  Indrpendcncr  of  the  uid 
Uiuted  Static  Before  the  Honorable  William  Patrrtun  one  of  the 
■Moriatc  Juiticesof  ihe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Staic«  and  the 
ficnorable  Richard  Peteii  ludcr  uf  the  Diiiiict  Coun  of  the  United 
Stales  in  and  fur  the  said  l)i»tfii-t  auigned  to  hold  the  uid  Circuit 
Coun  -by  the  oaths  of  John  Jimn  -John  Dunlap  Groige  Plum- 
tnad  — John  C  Stecker — John  Miller  Jun^John  Lcamy — CJeor^e 
Bickham — John  Curwen— Anthony  Hearn— Dericit  Prteiacn — John 
Hotmra  and  John  B.  (lilpin— 

And  by  the  affirmation*  of  Kdward  (larri^es  Nathan  Schoefirld 
and  Cadwallader  Evan*-  f;ood  and  cateful  men  of  the  uid  Diiiru-t 
— then  and  there  impannellcd  twurn  or  afbrmcd  and  charged  to 
cnquirt  for  the  uid  United  Statci  and  for  ihc  Body  of  the  uit] 
Diiiia— 

It  It  Tiii-i  PitiaiNTfD. 

In  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  State*  of 
America  in  and  for  ihe  Ihitnct  of  Penruyi- 
vania  ol'  the  Middle  Circuit 

Thi  Grahd  iNQUin  of  the  Unired  Starr*  of  America  in  and  for 
the  Diurict  o(  Pcniuylvania  upon  their  trtpnlivc  oalhi  and  aftrtna- 
bona.     Do  Pmeni  that  William  l>uai»e  laic  of  the  l}»im~t  of  Pcfu»- 
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"appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  on  the  lubject  on  ihit  committee 
"Mi.  Pinckney  of  South  Catolina  wa«  appointrd  on  TKurxla)' 
"morning  last  (the  Caurui  hdd  the  preceedinf;  Evrntng)  "Mr. 
"Ron"  (the  Mtd  Jamn  Row  K»(|uitc  Senator  a*  afofnajd 
meaning)  "infcirmed  Mr.  Pinckney  thai  the  Commitire  had 
"dnrwn  up  a  hiti  on  the  •ubjcct"  (meantns  thereby  that  Jamci 
Ro«  Eaquire  Member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stale*  lor  (he 
State  of  Penniylvania  had  informed  Mr.  Pinckney  a  member 
of  ihc  taid  Senate  from  the  State  u(  Suuih  Cartjjina  i  "that  ihc 
"uid  Committee  of  the  laid  Senate  had  drawn  up  a  bill  on  ih« 
"lubjeet  of  their  laid  appinmmeni  when  in  fan  Mr.  Piftckney 
"had  never  been  confulied  on  the  (ubject  though  a  member  of 
"the  Commirtee  the  Bill  wa*  introduced  and  pawed  at  below." 

And  the  laid  William  Uuanc  in  the  uid  Kibe)  inacncd  in  a 
ceruin  newipaper  called  Jurara  Ceneral  aJ^frrnrr — did  ihen 
and  there  print  and  publiah  of  and  concerning  the  «aid  Senate 
•nd  the  membcn  thereof  among  other  ihingi  divet^e  falac 
■randalout  and  maliiSoua  matteri  according  to  the  tenor  fol* 
lowing  to  wit:  "<>n  ihi*  occation  it  may  not  be  impertinent 
"to  introduce  an  anecdote  which  will  illuMraic  the  nature  of 
"caucutct  atid  shew  that  our  popular  government  may  in  the 
"hand*  of  a  faction  be  a«  completely  abuted  ai  the  Firnrh 
"Conititution  ha«  been  by  the  aclf-created  C"on»ult." 

"In  the  lummer  Seuion  of  171^ — when  federal  ihunder  and 
"Ttolmrc  were  belched  from  the  peviifrroui  lungi  of  more  than 
"one  deapotic  minion  a  c«u<u*  wat  held  at  the  houae  of  Mr. 
"Bingham  in  ihtt  City  "(the  houM  of  William  Bingham  fi^iiuire 
member  of  (he  uid  Senate  fui  the  Stale  of  Prnniylvania  mean- 
ing"). 

Il  "wat  composed  of  members  of  the  Settaie  and  there 
"were  present  seventeen  member*— ITie  Senate  cimuiting  cif 
" %l  member*  ihi*  number  wai  of  cuunc  a  majority  and  the 
"letiion  wa*  a  full  one — 

"Prior  to  Deliberation  on  the  meaiurcs  of  war,  navy,  army, 
"DemocraiK  proKripiiim,  U.  tt,  it  wai  proposed  and  "agreed 
•O  that  all  the  member*  present  ihould  xUemnlt  "pledge 
tbemarUes  to  act  firmly  upon  ihe  mea*ure*  to  be  agreed  "  upon 
hf  ihe  ntafority  of  the  person*  pirtent  at  the  Caucu*. 

"The  RKatures  were  pcifcctir  in  the  high  iiir>e  of  that  n> 
"trwirdinaty  Sration*.  But  upon  a  ditition  of  the  caucus  it  was 
"fattnA  that  ihey  were  divided  nine  agamit  eight.  I  hi*  ma- 
"jooty  bowciet  held  ihe  mirwrity  to  their  rngagemctit,  and  the 
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"uholi*  sc'vrncrrn  vocrd  in  Senate  upon  all  the  mratum  db- 
"lussrii  at  ilu'  Caucus 

"Thus  It  IS  sfrn  that  a  secret  self-app(»inted  mmin|;  of  17 
*  per &(  ins  (lictati'd  laws  to  the  Tnited  States  and  ncK  cmly  that  nine 
"ot  that  st'\c-ntrt-it  had  the  full  I'citnmand  and  pcnwrr  u^rr  the 
'\(iiisi-ifni'c-s  and  \nii-s(if  the  cither  ei^ht.  hut  that  nine  pcAic^tcd 
"hv  the  turpiiudt-  nl' the  ei|>ht  actually  all  the  pumrr  which  the 
'H'nnsfitufion  declares  shall  he  vested  in  the  majority  on/ v. 

"In  cither  words  a  rniir^ritr  ci|'  nine  memhcrs  uf  the  dcnatc 
'*ruli-  the  either  iweniv  three  ineinhers. 

"It  is  tjsilv  ciiruri\aMr.  as  in  the  recent  chanf^  in  Fnncr 
"ihjt  this  spiiii  dl  (.'juiusin^  may  he  conducted  in  pnifcmBicMi 
**(|ii\Mi  ti»(wiiiir  three  persims,  thus  three  leadinf^characimmay 
'*jl:iii'  to  att  upon  measures  appro\ed  hy  any  twci  of  ihrfn- 
"th*  sc  three  iiij\  add  rwo  others,  and  ihc-y  would  he  a  ma|f*rirr 
"••I  h\e,  and  ihosi-  adding  tour  others  would  hr  a  majorm  ci 
'nifir.  and  this  nine-  |>«»ss»ss  all  the  p«iwer  ot  a  maicirity  of  2J  V" 

**^'tt  such  is  flu-  wjv  wr"  meaning  the  i*iti7enft  of  the  I'nitrd 
"Srarcs^  **jrrtri  jiid  hv  fh"se  who  call  themsclsn  Frdrraltftti"* 
nil  ailing  rhc  sjid  Si  njtc*  oi  the  I'niied  Slates  and  the  afcvfr«aid 
rmmhcrs  iliii(i>t  **  1  lu*  li>llowin|*  Kill  is  an  offsphn|c  of  f hu 
"spint  ol  |-ji(i<in  sccrcflv  working  >in  the  Senate  of  the  I'nncd 
"Srjics  nujnifiL:'  and  it  will  he  found  ti»  Ifc  in  perfect  accord 
"with  the  ouriJLr«"us  princedin^s  of  the  same  party  in  our  State 
"I  ii:is|j(urc  v\h<»  jfc-  h(  nt  cm  Deprising  this  state  of  iti  share 
"lit  aft  (lci'i"n  that  rnav  in\cj|ve  the  fate  of  the  Countnr  and 

\rul  rhr  sjul  W  iliiam  Dujru-  afterwards  tn  wit-  -on  the  niitetcetKll 
dj\  ••!  \|j\  111  (he  ^'car  of  our  I  ord  <  >ne  thousand  eif^ht  hundred  at 
r^'<  I)i^rrii(  j!<iff>^jid  in  a  icrtain  newspaper  called  .Yuroftf  (im^mi 
./.  '';■'••!  uhii  h  hr  the  sjid  William  was  then  and  there  the  pub- 
!i<hf  r  did  wii  Lcdlv  prinr  and  puhli^h  a  certain  false  scandalous  and 
iv.u'.i.  I  US  I  :':•«  I  and  did  tin  n  and  there  cause  to  he  puhlished  a  cer- 
Tj:'i  t.i!«.t  Mundul'iiis  jnd  malui«ius  l.ihrl  of  the  Senate  of  the  saii 
I  r::!i  .1  >rj'.  h  jnd  • 't  flu  nurnhrrs  thereof  in  which  Said  I.ibel  amor^ 
i  ;ht  t  (i.i:.:'s  l^  i  ••rifuniiil  diwrsr  talse  scandalous  and  malicious 
1:  jMirs  J      -rdir.-j  r-i  the-  tm-ir  l**lli>winc  to  wit— McMidav  Mar  I  - 


"r.ir?:fs     \\f   viriifrinir  ^incr  C3ve  an  anaU'sis  of  the 
-a''<   m  ;■••  .ui!  i-i  ilir  Tniri  d  Stairs  under  the  i^neral  ohjtct  otf^ 
f^     ::     1    -  .    M    j;:  i    Di^il'I'.s       Ihrse   we   then   disided   IMO  K^ 

ii.ji.^  the    liieiids  ot  the  President  and  the  foUowvn  of 
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"Alntandcr  Hamilti>n  lince  the  Uie  npl<nion  in  the  nhinct 
"•om«  carnal  chancel  have  taken  place  at  the  Senate  (of  the 
"United  State*  meaning)  hai  been  the  piindpal  Form  of  (he 
" anti republic  panirt  we  now  kivc  a  itatement  of  the  panics  at 
"ihry  itood  in  the  Senate  fthe  Senate  of  the  I'nitrdSiatrt  mean- 
"inj;)  upon  the  cloie  of  the  ScMion.  They  aie  thu«  desiKnatrd 
"  Republican! — coniiitjnf;  of  a  firm  hody  of  men  deputed  u>  out 
**fuim  of  Government.  Ariftociaii,  con(i*tin|i  of  two  dctciip- 
"lioni  or  faciioni  dcvMrd  to  men  and  meatute*  hottile  to  our 
"foim  of  Govcfnmcm,  heiide  lhi-»e  ihetc  are  a  few  wlio  trim  br- 
"tween  the  dilTercnt  parties  »iih  which  rhey  occaiiunally  act," 
ind  ihe  said  William  did  then  and  iheie  in  the  laid  I.ibel  print 
li>d  publiih  the  folluwinf;  falir  trandiloui  and  maliciouf  ihin|^ 
of  the  Hid  Senate  and  the  mrmben  thereof  faltdy  and  ma- 
Itcioutly  accofding  lo  the  trnot  foDnwin^  to  wit. 

"Light  a*  tuch  imignificani  beinfci  ai  Fenno  ate  in  the  (ca)e 
"by  them  the  wei[thi  and  bia»of  Political  partiea,  are  ofientimea 
"cleaity  diicovcrcd  And  it  i*  now  mote  obviout  than  evei  that 
"what  i«  now  called  (he  Fickeionian  paity  wa*lhc  rulinp:  and  in- 
"Ruential  body  whiih  «et  in  motion  all  the  intriKurs  and  it  may 
"be  uid  without  exafycer ation,  all  the  downii|>ht  villany  that  ha« 
"been  practiced  for  a  l»nf>  time  let  any  man  examine  the  rharac- 
"ten  which  compawe  Faction  and  ran  ihrtr  lie  any  diAcultv  in 
"  forminf;  a  dcciiivc  opinion— l.et  the  meatutes  nf  only  the  laii 
"Sesiion  be  examined  and  it  will  be  found  that  the  Pickcronian 
"Column*  cither  led  or  diiected  every  ubviou*  meaiutc  which 
"hat  been  biouKht  forward." 

"The  attempt  to  etKteate  the  at  pre«m(  rxceMtte  talary  of 
"member*  of  ConRteia  wa*  made  by  <i«>iidhue"  (mcanin);  Ben- 

Cmin  Goodhue  t^uire  a  mcmScr  of  the  Srnair  <rf  the  laid 
nilrd State*  from  the  State  of  MafsachuMitt).  "ThataudaciiHi* 
"attempt  lo  introduce  a  fnurth  Kranch  in  the  <>n%rmittrnt  wa* 
"ori|[inated  by  Rota  "  ( [amr«  Riiu  F.Miuttc  ttwmbet  ■>■  the  tiid 
Senate  fut  the  State  of  PrnntvKania  tneanin|c>.  "  I'he  Star 
"chamber  ptoceedingi  b>-  Danon  and  Tracytupponed  bv  Read  " 
and  the  taid  William  did  then  and  there  in  the  uid  nrwtpaper 
faUHy  tcandaloutly  and  maliciouilr  print  and  pubhth  ol  the  taid 
Senate  and  the  rrtembet*  iherrol  the  followmi;  falte  icandakiut 
andmaliooutwotdt  andmattett  fullowinfc  to  wii--"1'he  t>^Fm 
"of  tpet-ulaiinn  hat  been  deeply  interwoYen  with  iheir  viewt" 
fmcanifiK  the  taid  Senate  and  the  membct*  thereof  and  thcit 
view*)  "pecuniar)'  and  pcmmal  afyiindiiement  luhtcotcnt-y 
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APPKNDIX  D  «() 

"Wau  ihiity  ihouMDd  Dotlan.  The  Dirrctdr*  atr  twenty- 
"five  in  number.  Tltr  lum  total  of  thcii  pcrvmjl  cicdk  come* 
"by  the  atnallcM  computatiun  Ki  Mvrn  hundtrd  and  filty  ihou- 
"aand  dollits  At  Ihrrc  prt  IVnt  prt  munih  that  turn  ftivrt  t«u 
"hundrrd  and  ■<r\(nty  thuuiand  Uullara  a  )rai  lu  the  Ditrciura 
"payable  monihlv  whereat  by  the  (.'harlcr  o<  ihr  Bank  the  bnr- 
"tuwrti  ate  rntitled  to  an  c<|ual  (|uanitiy  of  [tank  notci  foi  tine 
"tilth  pan  of  that  mnncy.  In  ihe  atfait  ihc  blan>r  does  imii  fall 
"upon  the  Broken,  but  upon  the  lJircctor«"  (nxanini:  thereby 
the  "  I>ire(-l[>r*  nfthetaidllank ) "  who  pratiiie  and  the  i  unpreta" 
"imranincthrirby  iheCongreMof  ihcaaid  Ignited  State*  i  "who 
"luffcr  luch  extoiium.  Ilie  Silence  uf  the  Republican  party 
"in  both  houtci  upon  thit  Subject  places  in  a  nroni;  light  the 
" ne|;l licence  with  which  ihry  peifotm  thett  Duty." 

To  the  (treat  vcandal  of  the  laid  Senate  and  Cnnf;teu  of  the 
nid  United  States  of  America  and  by  the  uid  members  lA  ihc 
•aid  Senate  and  C(inf>reM  «ha  are  in  ihe  aaid  Libel  atperied,  to 
the  evil  eaample  of  all  others  in  the  like  nfTendin);  against  the 
furm  of  the  An  ot  Oingtru  of  the  taid  L'niicd  Statrt  in  »uch 
ca»e  made  and  pruiided  afcainit  the  peace  and  l>i|i:niiy  of  the 
nid  United  States. 

jABtD  Isoiatotl.,  Atttrntty 
o/  ihf  VntuJ  Stain 

jar   iKt   DliTri.-t  of 

And  thereupon  the  said  William  l)uane  saiih  thai  he  ii  not  guilty 
of  the  Premises  in  the  uid  Indictment  ah<»e  tpecihed  and  chatted 
upon  him  and  of  thit  hr  putt  himtclf  upon  thr  Counts  and  Jatrd 
lll|[er«oll  Mtqutre  the  .\itoiney  of  the  L'nitcd  Siaiei  in  and  (in  the  taid 
Dmrkt  dinh  the  like— 


And  the  taid  William  Duane  praii  leave  t»  Imparle  ihettin  hrir 
umil  the  Eleventh  day  irf  Ma>  next  and  he  haih  it  I  he  tame  dav  it 
i;mn  to  the  said  L'nired  Siaies.  .\i  which  Dav  i'>  wit  ihe  Hocnth 
day  of  May  .\niKi  [^>mini  One  ihoutand  ri|;bt  hundred  and  ••>»,  the 
■foeesaid  WtUiam  Duane   —       -      —  —      --  —      — 

CDmct  into  Coon  and  prayt  leave  funher  to  imparle  therein  htn 
uHil  the  Fietcnth  day  iiif  4  kiober  neat  arvd  he  hath  it. 

The  same  day  it  p«en  lu  the  said  United  States.  Afienratda  to 
wit  oo  tbc  twvmy-eighth  day  a(  Jtdy  A.D.  ooc  thotuand  et|;ht  hun- 
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drcd  and  one.  The  I'nitcd  Stales  by  Alexander  jamcs  DalUt 
Ks<)uirr.  their  attorney  cumc  and  tay  that  they  will  no  funlwff 
prcisecute. 

Umtkd  Statis  \ 

District  m  Pennsylvania  J 

I  cFRTirv  (hr  fcirrgiHnf;  to  be  a  true  and  faithful  copy  of  ihc 
Record  and  l*r<K-rrdinf;s  in  the  Circuit  Cuuri  of  the  United  Scatc*  in 
and  lor  the  District  of  IVnns\l\ania  in  the  I'hird  Circuit  on  a  Ccf- 

■ 

tain  Indictment  tor  a  LiIk-I  a^^ainst  William  Duane. 


In  TisiiMiiNY  whereof  I  have 
subscribed  mv  name  and  affixed  the  ical  of 
the  said  Circuit  C«Hin  at  Philadelphia  lilia 
twrnt\ -ei|«hth  day  of  June  A.D.  i8oj,  and  in 
the  'I'wrnt\-se\rnth  year  of  the  Int 
ui  the  said  I'nited  States. 

D.  C.  ALOwm,  Clk, 
Cnitfp  Sr\Ti  5  ^ 

DihTKII  I    i't     1*1  NNSVI.VANI\ 

1  ii  KiUY  that  the  tortiTiiint!  atir«ijri«in  is  in  Due  form  of 

Kkii%ri»  I'iiirs 
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THE  EARLY  PERIODICAL  PUBLICATION 
OF  THE  FEDERALIST 

I  AM  indcbfrd  to  WUbrrfotcc  F^rrm,  E*q.,  Librariin  of  the  Lcmn 
Library,  fur  ihc  followinf;  liii  of  the  iMU«af  (he  ocwipapctiin  whkh 
the  FedcraltM  first  appeared: 

Tlie  Fedcralui.  No.  i-Sj.  (fit  tht  Nn>  To**  /»«»/*.  from  No. 
74{,(>C1.  JO,  1787,10  N0.81S,  Aug.  15,  17S8.      Srut  fork:   Samurl 

«•,  The  librirY*  file  of  The  Sev-  fori  Pa^krt  Ucki  No«.  749. 
750,  7{},  760.  and  764,  conuining  No«.  J,  6.  11,  11,  14,  15,  ji,  »ik) 
p  of  the  FtdrraltH.  Ther»  wai  no  No,  77.  In  rhe  collected  editiom 
MOic  dunge  wa*  made  in  the  numbering:  No.  j;  became  29,  Nov. 
IQ  and  30  became  yi  and  )l.  No.  31  wai  divided  to  make  Jt  and 
33.  No«.  31-34  became  34  36.  and  No«.  36  76  became  37-77,  all 
the  other  numbers  remainiriK  unchanged. 

According  to  P.  L.  Fotd,  No«.  8,  ij,  i^,  18,  20,  Xi,  27,  2Q.  30,  31, 
{6.  64,  70.  71,  and  7f  firu  appeared  in  print  in  fh*  S'rv  fork 
Pmtktt.  moM  of  ihe  other  numbrts  having  been  pttnird  Ant  in  the 
ItUrpenJmt  JourniMi,  Ot  in  fkf  Daily  JJvfnurr,  at  in  the  first  CoI- 
lacttd  edition. 

"Tmi  N«w  Yo«k  pAotrr*" 

THI    riDCKAUflT 

No.  I.  On.  30.  1787.    No.  745. 

No.  1,  Nov.    I,     "       No.  746. 

No.  3.  Nov.    ft,     "       No.  747. 

No.  4   ftnarktd  |).  Nov.  q.  i-jij.     No.  748. 

No.  5,  Lacking  in  library  Ur. 

No.  ft.        *' 

No.  7.    8.  Nov.  20,  1787.    No.  7JI. 

No.  9.  10,  Nov.  23.     •*       No.  752. 
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No.  II 
Nti.  n 
No.  1 5 
No.  17 

No.  Ig 

No 
No 

No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
N.. 
N.. 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No. 
N... 
No. 

N... 
No. 

N.. 
No 

No 
No 
No 
N... 
No 
No  -, 
N..  V 
No.  Ki 


21 
J? 

i« 

.P 

40 
*i 
44 

4'- 
4« 

S-- 
Si 
54 

*)> 

S7 
'I 

*^\ 

-| 
7? 

-'1 

7>* 


12 
U 

iS 

20 

^7 
34 


41 
A\ 

4S 

47 
4'J 

5" 

5< 
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Lackinf*  in  lihran*  file. 


Nciv.  30, 
I)cc.  4. 
Dec.  7, 
Dec.  II, 
I>ec.  14, 
Dec.  18. 


Lacking  in  lihrar)*  file. 


Dec.  25. 
Dec.  28. 
Jan.  I. 
Lacking  in  libran*  file. 


Jan.  X^ 

Jan.  II, 

Jan.  15, 

Jan.  iS, 

Jan.  22, 

Jan.  25, 

Jan.  2g, 

Feb.  I, 

Fib.  S, 

Feb.  8. 

Feb.  12, 

Feb.  15, 

FVb.  Ig, 

Feb.  22, 

Feb.  2^. 

F'cb.  2g, 

Mch.  4, 
^H.  Mtb.  7, 
^^\  Mch.  II, 
^S,  Mch.  14, 
7'^,  Mch.  18, 
72.  Mih.  21. 

Mch.  2^. 

Mih.  2^. 

.Apr   1 . 

■\pi   *. 

Infv  I  7  a 

I  ini  .'4. 

I  ir:-  :' 


787.  No.  754. 

787.  No.  755. 

787.  No.  756. 

787.  No.  757. 

787.  No.  758. 

787.  No.  75*^" 


787.  No.  761. 

787.  No.  7^2. 

788.  No.  7^)3. 


788 
788 
788 
788 
788 
788 
7S8 
788 
7X8 
788 
788 
788 
7S8 
78X 
78K 

;SS 
fs8 
7S8 
788 
788 
788 
7S8 
788 

fss. 
7SS. 

-ss. 

nj  2 

"88. 


No.  7^5. 
N<i.  7<»'^. 
No.  7^7. 
No.  7^8. 
No.  7N^. 

Nf».  77®* 
No.  771. 
No.  772. 
No.  773. 
No.  774. 
No.  775. 
No.  776. 
No   — ^ 

No.  77^- 

No.  77g. 

No.  7X0. 

No.  781. 

No.  782. 

No.  783. 

No.  784. 

No.  785. 

No.  78^. 

No.  787. 

N«i.  788. 

Ni».  7^' 

Nt»  7i|o. 

1788.    No.  811.  812. 

N.I.  813 


id  JuU  I.  1788     No.  814,  Si 5 


Jul\     4  and  8,  1788.    No.  816,  817. 
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No.  81.        July  II.  178S.    No.  81S. 

No.  8}.        July   ij.  18,  11,  and  >;.  1788.     No.  819,  Im, 

821,  8]i. 
No.  84,         July  19,  Aug.  8  and  11.  1788.    No.  8x3,  8a6, 

817. 
No.  85.        Aug.  15,  17S8.    No.  828. 


APPKNDIX  F 

(Tale  8  0 

THK  INKI.rKNCE  OF  HAMILTON'-S  WORK  IN   SOUTH 

AFRICAN  TNIFICATION 

Sir  Waitfr  IIely-Hutciiinson,  late  (tovcmor  of  Cape  CoIoiit. 

wriifr  to  the  author  in  January,  li>lo,  aft  follriwt: 

*'\Vhrn  Sdiiih  African  L'nion  first  ftcemed  to  be  comin|(  wnhin  the 
ranpr  of  prai'tical  politics,  and  it  hcf^an  to  he  generally  diicuMcd  at 
a  p<issihly  practical  issue  about  four  years  apf>—  it  scxm  became  eri- 
drnt  that,  apart  from  questions  of  racial  difference  and  of  'native' 
p«»licy.  the  main  point  as  tn  which  opinions  differed  was  whether  the 
unicm  should  he  on  a  bam  of  federation,  or  of  unification — whether 
the  existing  colonies  should  be  treated  as  separate  States,  rctaininf 
thrir  own  f*overnmrnts  and  lepslatures;  or  whether  the  South 
African  I'nion.  with  legislatures  deriving  their  powen  from  the  main 
f>ti\rinmrnt  or  narliamrnt;  whether  the  main  eovemment  should  be 
eniiustrd  \%irh  certain  speciAc  duties  and  powers,  the  State 
mrnrs  to  p<»ssrss  the  rest  -«)r  whether  the  provincial  gosemi 
should  be  rntrustrd  with  certain  specified  duties  and  powrrt,  the 
I'nion  (io\rrnmrnt  to  possess  the  rest.  As  you  know,  the  resuk 
of  I  hi'  (.'(tnvrntion  prtK-eedings,  as  ratified  by  the  British  Pkrlia- 
mcnr.  ha^  been  'unihcation  w*ith  safeguards.'  The  whole  of  the 
p<i\\i-i.  in  the  ultimate  rrsort.  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Union  Go«- 
rrrinicMt  and  Parliament,  the  pmvincial  go%ernments  and  councib 
JMini:.  howr\rr.  entrusted  with  certain  specified  powers  and  duties 
lit  \\hiih  rhi  \  rannut  be  deprived,  either  in  whole  c»r  in  part, 
Kt  rrjin  spn  ul  priK.crdincs  which  are  intended  to  present  Mtiy 
ihv  jti>n  fif  the  Ci>nstiiuti«»n  bv  anythine  like  a  scratch  vote,  or  hv 
hutr  riMinritirs. 

I  hose  nt  u%  whf  I  had  been  thinking  over  the  subject  of  utlian  foe 
rTunv  \rjrs.  jml  had  no  special  interests,  pecuniary  or  othciwiae.  to 
l>ir:J  MS  (•!  anv  parruiilar  locality  or  ccjonv  in  South  Africa,  had 
"  .1  i'  !.;•  ••>ir  niir.iis  rhut  thr  uli  jl  t<irm  nt  unii»n  fi>r  S<Hilh  Aft Ka  was 
iiiM*u  jii  -n      but  \%hin  union  iKriamc  the  subject  of  public 

4U 
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anJ  tl  bctan  to  look  a*  i(  union,  in  one  fotm  or  anothef,  might  pat- 
tibly  cotn«  about,  a  conudrrablr  fcdinic  in  favour  of  fnlrraiinn  and 
nMintnuncc  vi  Stair  rtf;hti  arfMC.  I  nttd  not  pi  into  lh«  motnta 
which  undrriay  ihii  fcrlinjc — thry  were  partly  M-ntimmtal,  pattly 
racial,  partly  pecuniary.  Enough  to  »y  that  ibr  ftrlin|^  in  rtiany 
quaricn,  wai  Mronj;.  and  wa%  to  articulate  that  it  Mcnwd  rrnt 
MitMifcer  than  it  probably  rrallr  wa* — and  it  did  kmk.  at  ooe  lime, 
aa  if  federatiiin,  n<i(  unihcatiim,  mi|[ht  catty  the  day. 

"People  in  ofltdal  ptniiiont,  like  myMlf,  could  do  nothinK  in 
pablit'  'but,  fottunatcly,  lome  of  the  tcadinc  men  in  poiiim,  and 
the  ablett  of  ibrm,  etpecially  Botha,  Mcrriman  and  Smutt,  were 
cunvirvced  unihcaimniitt,  and  uird  all  ihrir  influence  in  faimit  of 
unihcaiwn  and  a  band  of  dctrr  vou(i)t  B'ttMbcii.  forrmou  antong 
wbom  w«te  Haitick  [Xtncan,  Lionel  Cuiiit,  Philip  Km,  and  othen. 
devoted  thcmtelvn  to  a  regular  propaganda,  in  favour  uf  uniftca- 
boa.  Cloaer  'Uniun  Socinic*'  were  formed  all  cnct  South  Africa. 
The  unibcationift*  went  about,  to  to  (peak,  with  a  copy  of  Alni- 
aiidct  Hamilton'*  'Life'  in  one  pocket,  and  a  copy  of  the  rriftaiiiim 
thcoihci.  ptrarhin);  uRihvatiim.  and  adti«ing  thrir  friend*  i»  trad, 
bcfotc  makin|>  up  ihrir  minJ*  j(;jinu  unilicaiMin.  aboui  the  binh- 
ihron  of  the  Conitiiuium  iif  ihr  L'niicd  Slatn;  and  fu  note  Ham- 
ikon 'i  wordi  of  wiidom  both  ai  In  the  weakncaa  likrlv  to  arn«  from 
o*cf-a*wrtiao  of  State  right*,  and  a«  to  the  folly  of  rejecting  a  C'omti- 
tMifMi  which  wat,  nf  neceuitv.  a  ciimpronuac,  merely  becaiuc  tome 
of  in  pnivi«i(in*  did  mx  Kjuaie  with  nnt^t  own  particular  cw  pat- 
ticulanM  «icw*. 

"A*  thv  rcault.  the  'Life'  wa«  widely  read,  and  the  F'Jrraiiit  wai 
cooaidcnbly  uudicd.  In  contrrutiun*  abtiui  the  diaft  ConMiiu- 
tion,  yoo  would  often  bear.  'I  luppcMe  you  hate  read  ih*  "Life"  <if 
Alexander  Hamilton*'  'Oh,  ynV  '  And  the  h,J^at,.tf  'Well. 
I've  Mudird  It  a  gw>d  deal  ' 

"I  am.  of  ciiut«p,  fat  from  latmg  thai  the  iiud»  r»f  »our  grand- 
falhrt**  Itfr  bi<>uchi  about  unihiation,  but  (here  ■■  no  doubt  ihai  if 
«M  ofw  uf  the  uiAuciKe*  which  materially  contributed  m  that  end." 
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MFMOR ANDUM  OF  PAPKRS  RKLATING  TO  FARFWELL 
ADDRKSS  M\DF  BY  JAMFS  A.  HAMILTON 

Copv  III' a  Irtrrr  from  Washiiiirtfin  In  Maditun,  May  20,  17*^2. 

Iljrnilion  Ut  W  ashinuton.  Mjv  10.  IJ*/^- 

\\  jshiniTTon  in  iiainiltfin.  Mjv  15,  l7(/v 

A  iirauchi  in  \\  vshini:rf»n\  hjnd^ariiiny;. 

AKsiraci  (il  p<iinis.  10  ti>rni  an  addm«.  in  Mamilloti't  haa^ 
writini:. 

Knilr»rsrd  "nri^'inal  Drati,**  cnnsidrrably  amrndcd,  in  Hamil- 
lon's  hand^Kriiini: 

\\  jshintiTriii  (11  llamihrin.  daicd  Mav  15,  I7(/*- 

W  ishinirtiiM  In  llamilion.  June  2^,  17-/' 

llaniilrnn  in  \\  j^hinctim.  Julv  5.  17'/*- 

HjniilTnn  T«i  \\  jshnici'»n.  lulv  lo.  i7«/v 

\\  jshnii;t'«n  t'»  lljnnltdn.  Aucu^t  10.  I7«/*. 

l|jTt:ilr«in  ^^^  \\  jshiii^tiin.  Aui:iiM  10,  I  7y». 

Sriontl  iirjtl  cnrloM  il  in  4}wi\r  liiicr. 

\V  j».fiiui;Tiin  !•!  iljniiltiin.    \uciiM  25.  I7«/'. 

W  J**'  trimnn  |ii  lljmilr'in.  StpTtmKrr  I.  I  7i/>. 

llj'T.ilrnn  l«i  \V  jshinKtun.  S«  prrnijKf  4,  17V*- 

lljtT  lit. in  Hi  W  jshini:Tiin.  Si  ptrmhrr  ^  *7*/'- 

\\  j^\  ir:;^tiin  !•»  iijrTiiltiin.  Sc  prcml»ir  '«.  171/^ 

lij'i.:!f'in  lo  \Va»hin^ii»n.  Srpicmhcr  K.  i7«/>. 
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NOTES  FOR  ARGUMENT  IN  THE  TRES- 
PASS  CASE 


A.  tnimduciton. 

Quntion  conrrm*  Niiiiinal  faith — rhiractcr — 
u  frt  y  — Con  Tcdn  a  t  ton 

B.  S«r»nu>  becauM  wmni;  fudpncni  good  cauac 

i)f  war 
V.     Prr«rni    caM    MMimtKai    nrw^mx    of  rtmtat 
I'uUu  jtmn/ 

ub<  \rx  lacel  jvArx  loqmiuf 

D.  ^)ue»iii»o  cmbracn  whole  bw  of  naiin««- 

E.  U'hoe  found  >     An*WM    '    (if.n.^n,  of  iV V.r- 

rn  Ptaaiic  of  Na- 
ObjnlKMi  Wiitcri  ditfci .    Am.  .So  iu  mr n  in 

tvf'i  ihing. 
Hardw  Jay  ritU  Uw  not  bind:   Civil  law  mk 

Law  of  N. 

F.  7"'  t""!""'  '~  7*"  '''''•  psf*  o*^  commoo  law 

Coke  ij  i^rrai  brad*! 

G.  Divided  into  SmtuiJ.  St.t}i»tj.  UtrTnat. 

Poutiic  cticmal 
Laii 
H.    Subditidrd     Vuluniaty — ruttomarv     Hoaitn' 

tional 
I.       Voluniarv  defined— Svtirm  of  Rule*  h 

And    ti   imnnurally   uMicaniry;    tajoytA    hy 

K-      Two  •Ort»  of  o(>ll|talN>n*  inUrnai.  fUtfrmat, 
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L.     Infernal  like  oblif»afion  to  pay  a  debt  barred  br 
Statute  1)1  lirnitati(in&. 
Or  to  observe  Paiol  agreement  not  binding  St 
fraud 

M.      By  natural,  parry  in  the  wrong  acquires  no 
lights  in  War 
B\  the  voluntary  both  parties  equal  rights 

Krtects  on  b<»th  sides  same-    - 
The    Kulr    has    different    objects     Peace    oC 
Nut  It  ins  seiuiit^  ol  purchases 
\i-kiiuw|r|*iil    uni\risall\    thought    and    ef- 
iVrrnt  prim" 
Sonii*  ascriMnc  t**  a  pcisiti\e  law 

Taiic  C'unsrnt  in  making  peace 
Nrcrssitv  true  Kulr 
ilKNCK    lustiir    or    Injustice   of   the   war — 
makrs  mi  diff^ 
N.    f  )bjrctinn  rhis  not  a  Si»lrmn  war 

-    AnsMir  h\  the  lie%t  npinions  Ac  Practice  no 

diri 

Date  livnkrr  Striieck* 

But  the  War  brtwrenCi.B.  A:  l*  S.  was  a  solcniB 

war 

Formalirirs  arbitrar\- 
Ait  of  ParliarnciK  jurh«»n/ing  h<istilities 
Drilararion  i>f  InJ    aJmit%  f>pen  War 
Con^rr^ks    }\\    a    t<irmal    rrviluti«»n    authocuc* 

a^iaii^sr   Hiiri<kh 

< ).     2.  ('iMti-tptn  no  war  iKtwrrn  Indrprnd     Na* 

I'  ••-  ohicifi. .n  riot  ^imk]  m  our  Mt»uihs 

I'uMu   jcfk  ii*nrradicT      claim  sanctMO 
Bc-^(  ««pini<iiik  r«)  chr  inn(rar\ 

P.     S?jfr  »■!   \tw    York   has  no  Common  law  of 
Nj»|..r.v 
-Xr.^wc   I      I  hi\  r<«ulr  tri>m  l*ni\    law 

z    <  >..r   .  >>rit(iivi(ii  n  adopt  cnrnmott 

{     Ihf    I  rs'r.l  Starrs  ha^r  ffurmafljr 

u«\'  n?r  il  l»*r  u% 


F 
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rw*--^ 

Q 

EaqiMC  &truenilc:  MtJIoj:   PUaJ 

GREAT  mQvny 

Movnbin  for  ever 

»" 

ROMANS  5 

No  Prtcedent  of  an  Action 

—Reconcile  Author* 

Cotnmon  law:    Priioner:    Real  ptoprny 

—Prove*  that  juMicc  ot  injuwice  not 

conaidctcd 

For  the  Civil  law  of  e*tr^  Counirj-  ptnum« 

it!  Sovereign  in  (he  right 

R. 

Objection;     Vaiel   uy*   property  of  immnvr- 
afalcs  not  cumplett-  nil  peace 
Thit  mean*  full  right  of  domain  to  aUcnt. 

S. 

Po.tlim.num  what  > 

Regulatei    righli   (rf  Natives   within 

ii«elf 
Hj»  nothing  to  do  with  claim  of  Jam- 

aH". 
Right*  of  contendmg  paniei  or  n*g- 

tral  naiiim*. 

The  lawi  of  war  permit  ihc  Con<)uero(  lu  take 
all  the  profiti  of  the  land: 

to  which   right   in   practice   ha>  luc- 

ceedcd 
Corn  lib  ut  ion - 
But  mo«   mitigated    hoMility   permit    making 
lue  of  dc*erted  property— 

COM 

Def  be  cannot  be  «n>weiabU 

T. 

Nor  can  it  b«  done  without  a  vwUiion  of  the 

Trratv  of  peace. 
Whkh  include*  Amnesty 

atm 

Object:   C'oogre**  had  tm  right 

Aniwrr  Then  l'"«>i!    nKthing 

But  Congte*!  had  a  tight 

Oar  SmcrriKnii  began  by  a  Federal  act 

— Eaiemally  «.«.  .-Ov  .n  ihe  Inton 

k 
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Dcclar  of  Ind:  which  is  FUND.' 

of  each  State  asserts  the  Power  of  C4 

l^rrss  fu  Ifvy  mot  coniluJe  fratf^  comtr^: 

alhancfs 
Tr  «rrs.n««  I*.  II  New  Votk  CoRvention  approves,  noc  auikefifi- 

catrs  Om^^ess.  chis  had  in  fact  complete 

S«)\cmnnfv-  — 
^^  *  -  rni«»n  know  in  the  Constitution. 

■^Ki  i^  drnp:  thou  Ahrip"*  lea vrs  Congress  full  powm 

of  War  I'race  and   Trraty 
IH)\VKK  nt*  making  Peace  implies  pover  of 
makint;  oMuliiiiins 
'*Li-x  est  ciiicunr)ue   alif|ui%  aliquid   concrdif 

cnncrdc-rc  \idetur  i-t  id  sine  quo  m  ipu 

cfTt'  nnn  potiiit*'  I'l  Coke  52 
Dh-s   not    iniludr    power   of  diimeftihremrtif 

hut  fif  makinc  all  iravinahle  cundiiM«» 
And  without  remissii^n  of  damages,  war  coo- 

ciniies 

n     How  L'i^e  awav  fi-his  of  CITIZENS  OF  NE1*' 
YmRK 

Ans.  Citi/rns  f*a\e  them  that  power. 
I^.i  :4-  The  Pfiwer  too  results  from  the  Einincnt  do* 

main 
Ili-nce  in|urv  from  the  Government  auihoh/rs 

takini:  ^hr  proprrtv  f»f  innocent  suhfccrs 
llf-nir  iJaini  i-t'  damages  fi»r  Injuries  Co  Ind»- 

\idiijis  is  111  the  I'uhlic 
Thiise   Iniurirs  nnly  forgi\en  which  are  in  rv- 

lati«»n  to  fhr  war 

Reljrii>n«hip  rn  the  War  consists  in  the  Capture 

ot  the  (  ir\. 

I.j^^tl;  ir  WDuld  he  a  hreach  of  the  Confedcr«- 

('"'nijTr^s  ha\e  made  a  treaty 
\  )>r*  j,h  i.f  that  unuld  he  a  breach  6i  their 
i'iiiHri(iiri<>n.il  aufh«irit\ 
I'liwr-?    1  rr jr\   I  r^i«laii%e. 
IV'K  IjrTijrii>ti  a  \a\\ 


r^^if 


APPKNDIX  H  461 

Stnem^  luihority  may  vinliie  Tmtia 
'Bolcl  Ground  admiu  ihr  Inirntion 
Bui  wiihin,  Kach  State  Km  no  Mich  power 
Ha^inf!  drlr^ird  the  mana^trtcnt  of  it>  fbr- 

>it:n  conccmi  to  Con)>frM 
Tu  nhom  alnnc  the  cimitde ration  of  lhc«r,  m- 

win  of  State  belonj^ 
A>  Mell  a  County  may  alter  ihr  lawt  of  the 

State  a>  the  State  those  a(  the  C'onfedrta* 

lion. 
It  hai  been  taid  l.egitlaiurc  may  ahcr  la*(  of 

Nation! 
NdI  iTUe  in  theory 
F.iample  of  Ramtom  hill,  i>oihin|>  to  the  pur- 

If  luch  a  power  does  exin  in  onr  Government 

'lii  in  Con)[rest. 
Accc««iin  tu  Cunf :  wat  act  of  l.r|;utaiure  why 

may  r»ot  another  act  alrei  it  ? 
UNION  preexiiltd 
Act  a(  acce^on  nut  a  law  but  a  CONTRACT 

which  one  pan  rannot  rrlrate  it>rlf  fnim 
On«  part  of  in  Kmpite  may  dttmembet  rtwlf. 
But  thu  luppfMc*  diwoluttiin  of  the  Otipnal 


While  Cunfed:  cxitti  ill  com:  Aulho;  para- 
mount 

But  how  are  ihc  JL'DGRS  m  decide  ' 

Ant  Cuni  fn*in(>  Ind  l*owrr  only  in  pnu 
cautn  in  all  othrri 

Judf^  of  each  Stale  muM  nf  neccsuiy  be 
|udf^  of  L'nitrd  States — 

And  the  law  of  each  State  mutt  adopt  the  laws 
of  Cnnitress 

Thouf>h  m  rrlaiKin  10  its  own  Ciii/rtu  Wal 
laws  mipht  pnrrn.  \n  in  telatum  tu  fui- 
eipicrt  ihosr  of  I'niied  Sutes  must  pte- 
^ad 

It  must  be  cuncrdril  \.t%  of  otvr  Stair  caniMM 
repeal  law  of  l'nitrd  Siatr* 

All  mun  br  cnnsiiurd  to  Stand  to^rtbet! 

And  here  the  rule  of  Ckciu 


\I  -•<»,,  I 
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"Primus  Iprfur  lrf»rf  nportet  rontrndrre  cocn- 
parando  utra  lex  ad  Majorn  hoc  cac  ad 
utilionrs  ad  honrstionrs  ac  maicis  nccc»- 
saricvs  rrs  pcrtinrat,  rx  quo  confiHicur  uff  « 
lc{»rs  duar  aut  ii  plurcs  auc  quae  quae 
rnint  cnnscnari  nnn  possunc  qua  difcrrp- 
rnt  intrr  m  ra  maximr  ccmscnanda  sunt 
quae  ad  maximas  rrs  pcrtincrc  %tdratur." 

Many  i)t'  thrsc  Argumrnt  suppose  Trnpass  at 
icpucnant  to  the  law  of  nations  -  It  mar 
li(»wr\rr  rrcrivr  a  construction  consistmt 
with  all.  Anil  to  f:i\r  it  this  Conscnictiao 
IS  the  duty  ol'  the  C'outt. 

We  ha\  V  M en  that  to  make  the  Dcfrndani  liabk 
WfiulJ  he 

T<  >  Vl<  U.  A  IK  the  laws  of  nations  and  forfni 
character 

To  \iulate  a  solemn  treaty  of  peace  tc  rnrivc 
stjte  of  ht»stilitv 

To  infrincc  Confedered  Ac  endanpT  peace  of 
the  union 

CAN  we  supp<»se  all  this  to  have  been  in- 
tended hy  the  Lepslaturc 

The  I. AW  cannot  suppise  it 

And  if  it  was  m tended  the  act  is  void! 

PRINCIPLES 

A  New  ca%r  must  Ih-  determined  bv  the  law 

I     '  \' .  kA  Nature  and  the  Public  K««od. 

I'  <■  I'hi  lex  uuft     Judex  loquitur!*! 

Sa\s  that  caws  were  judjEed  accnrdmfg  to 
Fqiiitv  before  the  iu»tt«ms  ctf  the  realm 
were  urittrn   &  made  certain.  Vide 

I  Chan    Reports.  ^  pa^e  of  Viiulica- 
tii»n  of  the  Ci'iirt  ol  Chanccn 
\i  .   ^  ti  ■  I  ' .:    .        2.      \  iiiJcmrnt  centra rv  to  the  lawi  of  Nations  it  a 
*  i:'*»d  laiiu-  i»l  war 

\  *,'  //    '    '    i-      \       I  he  •!.    f^n.'ii**^  and  ]u\  helli  are  part  of  tkt 
''  -7    •  iiimnion  law. 


APPENDIX  H  46J 

f  ^  I  ^  ).     The  voluiumy  law  of  Nation*  i>  ai  iniriniically 

•jjj^ff  "J  obli^ioty  a>  the  ncccwary  Uw;  which  tn- 

ni  ■^■j-n     ••  ^"'  '"  '*'*•''*■'*"- 

y/tat  hikfawtM       4.     Nation!    are    under    rmv    kind*   at  oblif(atian 
J  inlrtnal  and  ftlrrnal     thr  onr  founded  on 

the  ncccnary  the  ixhri  un  the  voluntary 
Uw  of  nationi, 
6.     By  the  ncceuaty,  ihc  party  makinj;  an  un)uit 
war  acquire*  in  foro  contorntiae  no  rijtht, 
and  ti  bound  in  foto  conttientiae  to  make 

retitiution  fur  all  damage* 

y^^***  [  •*  "      7.      But  by  ihe  voluniar>  law  the  pany  in  ihe  wrcM|> 
Cc.,|..i^t*i  hai  equal  ii)th»  with  the  party  in  the  rijihc 

P  i>  M  I*  I  •■  lad  and  the  effect*  of  war  on  both  uJn  arc  ihc 


£S«a  •  y  jt;     8.     And  ihii  ■•  the  Case  by  the  benrr  (tpinion  in 
^  ^  *•  war»  ttM   lolcmn  ai  well   ai  in   *olentn 

^'      "    """  The  formalitm  whKh  runniiuif  a  Kdrmn  wtr 


l!±rr. 


hW  Iw  L*  tl  U  I 


h:.Tt,- 


^' 


7T»e  eff«t»  iif  war  lie  the  lame  between  two 
Rirai  part»  of  (he  t»mr  rmpife  a*  be- 
iwrrn  tw<i  Independent  Uiid-im. 

The  i^neial  prupotiiKin  ul  the  rf<  ^U'  i*  ihai 
"ra  quae  ab  hiMttbu*  Capimu*  Ratim 
iure  gentium  tMttia  tunt. 
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MovraMc  c'xxl*  lulonR  !■»  ihc  ('ap(«r  for  nrt 

altrt    ihr   lialtlr    Is  mfl.     nt   mvtinifi  ID 

Mitiic  (Mninion  lj».  ailiuJualicin  if  trr»h 
jii'ifrii  In  iixi  nuilr  the  !.dmr  day.     Ann 


And  ihr  fiiiit%  of  ii 


iiraMr  pMxli  while  in 
ihr  iif-hiiof  waifi  (at 


I  he  .<.iimi..n  \a^ 

Indiudiial 

i\  III  uiir  ihr    '   C^piitr  »  pii<p«riy  in  ih* 
I'li-f'iK-t     4titl  rvrii  iianifrt*  the  abi 
iii;lit  lit  11-jI  piiiprily. 


Il'iw  Mtili-<:ii.iu> 


■jnin|;  about  thr  ^'.; 


L-  II  I,  i\  ui;^ 


I    tl|C<>d«TI 


t'^ufiuitu^  i\  mjtit  (i]ui«alcnt  man  niu^  at 

comrniin  t«%t. 
The  Idea  thai  in  tmc  placr  he  iprakt  of  a  new 

gram  in  another  uf  reuiiution  i>  not  acc^ 


The  ContcU  in  buth  Catrt  tclaict  to  n 

And  the  vctb  COSCEDtRB  n  w  ap- 
plicable to  immnder  w  to  a  nm-  frmml. 

VimI  MidMllwdi  GradM  in  the  nnt  hmc  lor 
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M  Vdif^ilT  Every  treaty  of  Pnn  includei  an  Amnntj 

<Mw  II  f  C  K  Enprfii  or  vtrtuJ 


vm  r  J  ^  The  Convention  of  New  York  doc*  not  prttrad 

'^  '  "  to  give  validiiy  to  the  »tl  of  Indrpcndmrc 

but  mcrcl)'  U)  approve  it. 
Arttk  !■  p.  M  The  Untied  States  aie  known  in  the  ConuitU' 

tioii. 

exclumety 
\'U>  *fttte  ^.  Conf;reu  by  the  Confrdrration  re«rn  e  A  sH  the 

powcn  of  War  prate  Ac  1  icaty 
VMri  a  1  C  I  I  »■  The  property  of  all  the  IndiktduaU  of  a  State  it 

*"  the  property  of  the  Stale  itarlf  in  regard  to 

other  Naiitina. 

Thii  ia  what  i»  called  the  right  of 
Eminent  domain. 
■iwBk  It  |iirt»  In  theory  oih  natiim  ha*  tui  nchi  to  attei  the 

general  law  of  nattona. 
s«ia.c..r)»  "^ 

f^-  I  — 

RULES  OF  CONSTRUCTION  OF 
STATUTES 

tCj"*»»'  '  "*,  A  Statute  agaitut  l.aw  and  reaaun  rapecially  tf 

■  ^b  a  ptivate  Statute  ia  «utd. 

mMbI  mi  >«>a  Staiutrs  ale  to  l>e  ronttrurd  by  the  rule*  of  the 

iMr  TM>  Mmim.  And  if  againct  the  ffnttiU  f>nti.  1  of  ihr  comm<kn 

fb*n   '"       '  law    aie    to    tic    aualiitrJ  .  and    ••<«■ 

snfi';'*:'-;  "••.''^  i>>  ■•■ 

^■'rMJ^irnM !  Eapecially  if  the  ^»wt(i'u«*  «w  fmnitl  in  whtih 

Cntuivii"  ^**'  f"i»tfurtiiin  mav  he  madr  j/jimf 

j?»  13  •"  ;*'  *,  '*'  ''""  "^  '''■■  Statgir  In  irndci  ii  agree- 

■t  able  to  natutal  juukc. 

r?- 

Dmm  tu  I  r  I  Many  thing*  within  the  Irrtet  of  a  Sutufe  are 

KiliriiWx  rxir  wuhin  it*  tt]urh'  and  ti<r  ivix. 

La«n    giving   rrmedv   where   there   «ra*   none 
bclurc  aie  to  Ih-  cuntiiued  trnttlv    t'^" 


4'>'»  Ari'KNDIX  II 


I      •  !«  f  4"  '   fr"  4'  7 


J'rr.  ^ ';/*""'  Nt»  Statute  shall  be  coiwtrurd  to  as  to  be  incon- 

vrnif-nt  or  against  reason. 
Staturrs  tti  br  oinstrurd  accordinf;  to  chr  Inim* 
tion  tif  thr  I.rpislaturr,  which  incrntiun  it 
to  he  asrrttainrd  hy  suppcisinj*  thr  framm 
of  the  law  wisr  and  hc»ncsc  and  wril  ac- 
f^iiaintrd  HJth  all  thr  mrtits  of  thr  case  to 
Im-  dctrrminrd  upon,  and  undrr  this  sup- 
p(»sirion  asking  oursrivrs  what  could  he  the 
intention  of  uisr.  honrst  and  well  informed 
mm  in  this  particular  case  ? 

vide-  r.xamplcs  fiom  V.  l^  to  l*af;r  l8. 
CVli-hratcd    in^tancr   of  law   of   Bohvf^na    NO 
IMFRI'RKT.VroR 

Statutr  (iloucrstrr  hi^hons  Norwich  all  Bishops 
li<inhamr  {.'ji%r  X*^  Cokr  sr\rral  sfroffi|c 
rxamplrs  in  which  Statutes  ha\r  been  ad- 
|ud|!(-d  void. 

STMriK    OF    FRAUDS    executor)-    Coo- 

tiai'ts. 
STATI'TF.  dr  donis  Finr  ipsa  jure  nuUut 

Disomtinuancrs 
STAl'l'IKS  fif  bankruptcy:     All   persons  in 

autre  dmit  rx^rptrd:  contrary  to  words  ci 

thr  Statutr  Jamrs   I,  as  I).  H.  acknowl* 

S  TAir  IF  i  >F(;i.f)rCFSTFR  alKnatioo  br 

tjthc-r  un1rs«  hv  urns  If 
l)\M\(iFS    dispute    Out    of    Fntn-:     f^ncm 

j  uuJ  trfi'int 
Const rurd  not  to  rxtrnd  to  tenant  bv  act  of 

jnothi  r  or  ot  law. 
SI'  \  1  r  IF.  MrST  ha\r  sr\rral  emcepciont. 
•IWmMM  \RYtf«paM 
\riiiii»  jn  <  >thiff  in  yuaiirrs? 
Anitiii  jri  VrssrU  C*apturrd  at  Sea  in  handl  of 

N<  utrals 

I'ondrmnation  makr«  no  ddF 
(irni-rjl  HuMr.  I'hnton  othrrwiir  slate  of  War 

i  (iMtlinirs 

r'f'«  Whtrc  Stiip  liut  whrre  lawt  of  Nationt  Mop  «k 
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Thi*  would  imdrr  art  Nuf^tury 

Am:  Noobjeaion  if  ii  did. 

Bui  'twould  not. 

Court  hcrr  nerd  only  pay  BRITISH  mibjcctB 

nut  includrd 
Might  (till  opeiaic  af>ain*l  our  own  chixcnt 

Act  would  itill  aniwrr  irvctat  pvrpoac* 
To  f>ivc  Remedy  againii 
/Vuifinri.-i  of  DrMitcti 
Foi  KXKCUTORS  foi  injurin  to  real  pro|v 

trty 
AGAINST  EXFCUTORS  for  Inj.  both  to  ml 

if  prrsnnal. 
IMACilNATION  muu  influmct 
Note  law  rnpertini;  takinf;oafhof  alltpancc  to 

commrnce  a  tuii. 
Oiailrr  of  Nrw  Vuik  hold*  pica*  tral,  pmamal 

5c  mixed  ai  fiillv  a*  inv  Court  of  rrcotd  ot 

G.  B.  or  Colony  '>f  Nrw  York 
Ne\rr   coniirucd   to  niend   in  f^raniinf;   Nrw 

Trial*,  etc 
CONSTITl"HON  ev«v  malr  Iitkahitani 
IN  LAW  at  >n  Relipun.  Lrtiri*  kc 

CERTAINTY'  of  the  act   in   vain  ronttndcd 

for 

Phiaxc  "Military  oid«"  taf[uc 

Nut  pauport  ufr  Conduct  parole 
Pcrmitcion  to  occupy 

Our  ;u*iilirstion  i*  public  many 
hiririK  houtr  fur  value  Conf. 

Bui  ihr  ictratrt  implin  the  less— — 
Thi*  I*  rraxMitni*  by  ti|uiiy 

We  claim  benefit  o(  postritor  law 

FIDF^  etr. 
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DccUr  of  Ind:  which  is  FUND.'  conftitutinn 

cif  each  State  asserts  the  Puwrr  of  Con- 

grt-ss  to  Iri'y  u,ar  {un^luJe  pra.r.  ^-ontra.t 

all  I  antes 
iv«rr  i:asi  V.  if  Ncw  Ycifk  Cofivention  appmves.  noc  authcnti- 

catrs  C*i)nprrss,  this  had  in  fact  complete 

S(»ver(-iKnty —  • 
-^  »'  •    I'nion  know  in  the  C*nnstitution. 

-^Ki  1^  C(»n^    thou  \ blip'"  lea \rft  Congress  full  power « 

«if  War  Peace  and  Treaty 
I'OWFR  of  making*   Peace  implies  power  of 
makwii;  I'oruiitions 
"Lex  est  i'iiicunf]ue   alii|iiis  aliquid   concedil 

concedere  \idetur  it  id  sine  quo  res  ipsa 

effc  nf»n  p<itiiit**  l^  Coke  52 
FXh-s   n(»t    ini'liidc    power   of  di«membremefif 

hut  of  makinc  all  irasonahir  conditions 
And  without  remission  of  dama|^,  war  con- 

tinurs 

y     HMWi:iMawavfi^:hts..f  CITIZENS  OF  NEW' 
YORK 

Am.  l'iti/f-n«  gaxc  them  that  power. 

The  power  tt»o  results  from  the  Eminent  do- 
main 

lli-ncr  iniurv  from  the  CfO\emment  authon/rs 
takinc  the  property  of  innocent  subjects 

llrni-f  ilaim  of  damages  for  Injuries  to  Indi- 
\idiials  IS  ill  the  Public 

Iliose  Iniuric-^  onlv  forgiven  which  are  in  re- 
latii»n  to  the  war 

Relationship  to  the  War  consists  in  the  Capture 
ol  the  Ckv. 

I  astU  it  \%iiuld  be  a  breach  of  the  Confedera- 

i'-mtrrss  have  made  a  treaty 
\  bn  jih  t.f  that  would  be  a  breach  ol*  their 

iiiMsfiriiri'inal  auth«iMt\ 
I'.iwif"*    I  lrjT\    I  r^isjatise, 
TrtK  Ia:iij(h>n  a  Ij'a 


\irr-  it 

I  *i  I   « 


1  •' 


I  .-hV 
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Sovcmgn  authority  nuy  viubtc  Trcaiia 
***  —Bold  Ground  admit*  tht  Intention 

But  Hiihin.  hath  Stjtr  Kai  mi  luch  jmmrt 
Hatini;  drlrf^ttd  the  mjnaprmcnt  of  it*  for- 

(iltn  cunrrtni  10  ConKtrw 
To  (Bhom  alunc  the  comidrtaiMn  otthat,  m- 

wm  of  State  betnnp 
Aa  well  a  County  may  altet  thr  law*  of  the 
State  ai  tkr  State  lhai«c  uf  the  Cunfedrta* 
lion. 
an.  It  ka«  brm  uid  Legislature  may  alter  lawi  of 

Naiifins 
w-i  i»^^i«  Not  tiue  in  theory 

1^1  F.iample  of  Ranuom  bill,  nothing  lo  the  put- 

li'^     !  '*'*' 

If  luch  a  power  dor*  caiil  in  our  Government 

'li«  in  ConittrM- 
okjtcT  Anrruion  to  C'onf .   wai  act  of  I.epilaiurr  why 

may  not  anothei  act  alter  it  * 
*»*  UNK^N  preriiued 

M  Act  of  acte«uon  nut  a  taw  hot  a  CONTRACT 

which  one  part  raniwit  trleate  ittdf  fratn 
Oite  pan  of  an  Kmpttc  nii>  diMnrmbrt  itirlf. 
But  ihii  tuppiiK*  diMululiun  of  the  Original 

contract 
VMiite  Confcd:   esutt  ii>  roiui  Autboi  para- 

nmunt 
But  how  are  the  JUDGES  to  decide  ' 
Am     Con*    giving  Ind     Vttwtt  only  in  pri/e 

rau)c«  in  all  iNhen 
Jud|^   of  each   Slate   muM   i>f   nrcevMiy   bt 

fudfces  of  United  Sialc*- 
And  the  law  of  each  Stair  mutt  ad»|rt  the  law 

of  C'mgtew 
Though   in  tetatiim  in  it*  own   Citueni  kxal 

law*  mi;;h(  gotcin.  tri  in  irlatuin  in  fur- 

Hgneia  thuae  uf  L'nilcd  State*  mud  pir- 

vail 
It  muM  he  lomrdrd  l^f     >if  one  Stale  raniwf 

repeal  law  itl  rniinl  Stain 
Alt  mu>i  be  coniKurd  i<i  Stand  togeibcf  I 
. .,  And  hcit  the  rule  uf  Ciatu 
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Dcclar  of  Ind:  which  ii  FrND.'  confiitutmi 
of  each  Stair  asserts  the  I'uwrr  of  Con- 
press  to  IfX'y  uar  fjndudf  p^a^t^  .-oftfrd..* 

I'r  <rr.«.n««  I*,  it  Ncw  York  Convcntion  approves,  noc  auihcnti- 

catrs  C^ln^rr^s.  chis  had  in  fact  complrtr 
So\crricnfv    - 
^^  *  -  rnii»n  knim  in  the  Constitution. 

'^^^  *^  C'onj;    thou  Xhrip"*  lra\rsC*onf>rcss  full  powers 

of  War  Peace  and   I'teaty 
P()\VKK  of  making  Peace  implies  power  vfk 
ma  Line  CfimlitiiMis 

"l«('X  est  ciiicun(|ue   aliipiis  alic^uid   concedit 
concrJere  \idetur  M  id  sine  quo  m  ipsa 
effe  nun  p<itiiit"  i'^  (.*oke  52 
FXh-s   not    inchidi'    pcmcr   of  dismetnhrenirtit 

hut  fif  makinc  alt  rcasonahle  coffiditi«<ns 
And  without  remissinn  of  dama|^,  war  con- 
tinues 

(J      H..W  KiM  a«av  rights  of  CITIZENS  OF  NEW' 
YORK 

Ans.  i'iti/rns  ^a\e  them  thai  po«i-rr. 
I^ii  14-  The  I'imer  loo  results  from  ihc  Eminent  do- 

main 

lirnce  injury  from  the  Cio\emmeni  auihori/rs 
takin^  the  prn|H-rtv  of  innocent  suhircit 

llrmr  iljini  i>t  damages  lor  Injuries  to  Indi- 
\iJiiaU  is  HI  the  PuMic 

Those  Injuries  only  fornix  en  which  are  in  re- 
lation III  the  war 

Rc-lariiinship  n*  the  War  consists  in  the  Capture 
of  the  Cirv. 

I  asil*.  it  %sould  l>e  a  hrrach  of  I  he  Confedera- 

ri'tn 

Cincrr^s  ha*e  made  a  treaty 
\  l>r(jih  >>t  that  wnuld  he  a  breach  trf  their 

iiinsririiri<inal  juth«»rit\ 
pMWffi't    I  rrjf\   I  r^tslative, 
PfiK  Ijiiurpin  J  Ijw 


I  •' 


»w-hSr 
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SovFfcign  authoiiiy  may  vinlaic  Trcarks 
--Bold  Ground  >dmiri  ihc  InirntMm 
Bui  within,  [Carh  Stair  hat  no  such  (Mnm 
Hating  drlri^lrd  the  manacrmcnt  of  in  for- 

1  iicn  nmcctn*  Id  Ci>ii(;Ttu 
Tu  w  horn  alimc  thr  rnntidrnnion  of  lh«w,  rra- 

»on  «f  State  Wong* 
At  well  a  County  may  aim  the  law»  of  (b« 
State  >■  the  State  ihoM  of  the  Confedera- 
tion. 
It  ha>  t>e«n  (aid  Lr|^*Uiurc  may  ahrr  law*  of 

_     Ncrt  Hue  in  iheoiy 

t^^j.  Ewmple  of  Ramiom  hill,  noihinf>  10  the  pur- 

If  iu(-h  a  power  dort  cxin  in  our  Government 

'til  in  Confcreu. 
OHWCt  Accrwion  to  Conf :  wai  an  of  ).r|^«Utumrhjr 

mav  not  anothct  ici  liter  ii  * 
"^  UNKJN  pirrxiMrd 

•^  Act  of  ai-cMtioo  no*  »  law  hut  a  CONTRACT 

Khii'h  one  pan  tannot  iHcaM  luclf  ftum 
One  part  uf  an  Kmpire  may  ditmrnihci  iisrlf. 
But  ihii  tuppntn  diuoluiuM)  of  the  Ortf^al 

contract 
U'hilr  Confcd:    extm  in  rant:   ,Auiho:  para- 
mount 
But  hriw  ate  the  JUIX^FS  m  decide  > 
Am     Coni-   piini;  Ind      I'irwrr  only  in  prifc 

cauK*  in  all  othcn 
Jud^n   uf  each    State    muu   »f   nevrMity   b« 

)udftra  of  United  Siatrt - 
And  (he  law  of  each  State  muit  adc^  the  law* 

iif  Con|;m* 
Thouch   in  rrlattim   ni  it>  uwn   Cilwetu  lixal 

itmt  Rit|:hl  pi«iin.  trt  in   irlaiHin  tii  for- 

ripiert  thoae  of  Cnitcd  Siiic*  muu  pie- 

<ail. 
Il  mutt  be  cnncedrd  l.rfc     of  iMir  Sfair  raruMM 

repeal  law  of  t'nitcd  Statn 
All  mutt  hr  ciinUrurd  tri  Stand  lnfF«i|icr! 
pa  la  L  ■  y  Ml  ^^  ^'"  '^  'ul<  ^  Cuctu 
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"Primus  Igtfur  lrf»rf  npnrtrf  concrndrrr  cotn* 
parando  urra  lex  ad  Majorn  hoc  cac  ad 
utilif»nrs  ad  honrsiionrs  ac  maps  imcc»- 
sarins  rrs  pcrtinrat,  ex  quo  ccmfiftsifur  ut  « 
Irpes  duae  aut  si  plures  aut  qucic  quae 
erunt  cnnsenari  non  p(»ssunt  qua  diicrrp- 
rnt  inter  se  ea  maxime  conscnanda  sunt 
quae  ad  maximas  res  pcrfinere  %idratur*' 

Many  tit'  these  Arf»ument  suppnse  Trespass  as 
irpiiKnant  In  the  law  cif  nations-  It  mav 
hi»v^r\rr  receive  a  constructi<in  consisffctit 
with  jII.  And  to  |;i\e  it  this  C'cmstnicTiao 
IS  the  duty  i»l'  the  Court. 

We  ha\  I-  s(  en  that  to  make  the  Defendant  liabk 
uiriijj  he 

'n  )  VK  )I,  A  FK  the  laws  of  nations  and  forfni 
(haracter 

To  \iuljir  a  «olemn  treaty  of  peace  tt  rrsivc 
MJte  of  hoscilitv 

To  ititnnce  Confedered  Ac  endan|(er  peace  of 
the  union 

CAN  we  suppose  all  this  to  have  bccti  in- 
tended hy  the  I.ef^islaturc 

Tlie  I.  AW  cannot  suppise  it 

And  if  it  was  mtended  the  act  is  voidi 

PRINCIPLES 

.!-^-  7uU  t^     -.1  "^  ^'^^  ^^^^  mij*i  he  determined  hjr  the  law 

I    ■'  \'-' '  .  of  Naiiirr  and  the  Public  e«iod. 

i'  <-  I'hi  lex  ta^ft     Judex  loquitur!*! 

\i ..  . ,  ^.  . )  Sa\s    that    ca%es    were     judf^ed    accordtn^    to 

Kquirv   hrfiire  the  customs  of  the  rralfli 
were  wrirrm   &  made  certain.  Vide 

r  Chan    Kepon«.  S  paf^e.  of  Vuidica- 
ti'tn  of  the  C«iurt  of  ChaiKcn 
\f  2.      \  luJcmrnt  ii»nrrarv  to  the  Ijms  of  NatKXis  w  a 

l!'kHl  i  4 use  lit  war 
*'  \.      \       I  hr  *:.    /■'-n'iri**!  and  jui  hfllt  ate  part  of  Am 

ifHimon  law. 


APPENDIX  H                            463 

tns-'-*- 

5- 

H'ft^i 

obli|rstory  as  the  necessary  law;  whkh  cn- 

4- 

joini  ila  obtervanrc. 
Nation*  aic    undcf   mu   kinJ*  of  obiifcatJon 

n»iit*-it 

ini/rn/il  and  ^iz/fnu/— (he  one  rowndrd  00 
the  neceHar>'  (he  other  un  the  volunury 

lawornaiKKii. 

6. 

Ry  the  neceuary,  the  party  makinj^  »n  unjuM 
war  acquire*  in  foro  contcicntiae  no  right, 
and  ii  buund  in  fom  contcienmr  10  nuke 

ymt  fc^  1  a  ti 

7- 

But  by  the  voluntary-  law  the  party  in  the  wion|; 

^J?T'.?j 

hii  equal  rit;hn  with  the  party  in  ihr  right: 
and  the  cifccta  of  war  on  buth  lido  arc  the 

If- 

ume. 

3j7ra-: 

a  ,  r^  t>»  ^ 

K>~9« 

tsr^.,^. 

8. 

And  thit  U  the  Gate  by  the  better  opinion  in 

i*— .    " 

wan   not  tolcmn  a«  wdl   at  in   tolemn 

wai« 

■Mita^lM.  t  P 

m 

Mi-  IM  .  »  Ml 

' "  " 

are  arbitrary 

Sr'r^'.'.! 

Kteat    patt«   of  the   »an»c   empire   a*   be- 
tween rwo  Independeitt  naii'Mi* 

IM  to  L*  tt  U  1 

"ea   quae    ah    b<niihu»   Capunus   Halim 

jure  gentium  nottra  lum. 

ferarr;,, 

Hj 

k 

I  I-     •       *    \  I*      ■■    I    •     ;    . 
14.  ■•     1  ,    <     '  I    I   , 


V      \     .  r  .     I 
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liufU   \.\  i  V   11^  McnraMr  cimuIs  lulnnp  In  ihc  C*aptor  fi>r 

atfrr  ihr  liatclr  t%  i»\rr.    nr  accordinc  co 

\.:nf      III.'      I->«f.l  ,                      ,          ,                           ■  -    r          i 

I'l.-r  I'.  I  .'  J  Miiiu*  11  im  mi  in  Ijw.  jiliuuii'atutn  if  trrsa 

"''^i*  «  iN    I  pc-iirif  Im*  n<»c  maiir  the  ftatnr  djy.     .Ante 

,     ,*',..  iKcasum  Mills 

,    '  t    I'  I'  t    I     N  .    I* 

•  •■  '   .  II  •  I  .1  i  And  ihr  fiuifs  of  immnxrahlr  ciwkIi  while  la 
I  ..  r  •  I 

II    •.■.«.4i   \    •     tV  p«i!k%C-SMf»n. 

\<lr      }l    4    (  I    V 

l**«r     I,, 

i(r(  M--  [■  I  J  '11,^.  ^nnitiKin  law  cariirs  ihc-  iichti  of  war  V)  far 

ii>  ■  •  •    I  ■  •   I  ■  {•  ^ 

r-i.r  V.4'  1  .■  \   :^  Iiuii\idual 

\r4.  {•..«'.  •  I!  4  'A\  111  ^i\r  ihr    *   C'aprcir  a  prupcrfy  in  the 

'"''  '*'  l'iis«iiic-i      and  r\rn  iiansfm  ihc  absolute 

iii:lii  lit  leal  pii»prrty. 


Ilfiw  SI  trie*  (ii«iiiiis'  iiiraninK  about  the  p^'f'*i 


\1'  \i':'  \\  i-'r',*  ^  Hiitiiiiiu^  1%  iKjrU  it|ui\alcni  tu  an  tutu  at 

citmniiin  lj\%. 
I  hr  Idea  thaf  in  nnr  placr  hr  iprakt  cif  a  new 

pianr  in  aritiihrr  of  rrsiifufion  i%  not  accii* 

fair 
I  hr  ('iinrc  \t  in  |i>irh  ('a^r«  rrlairt  to  rr^titution. 

\nii  rhi    Mil  CnSl.HH.Rt    \%  at  Mp^ 

I'lii  jM(  t  I    u"t  *iJr'  a«  f(*  a  nru  f*ant 
\  all  1  iiniit-rvr jiuN  ( 11111111%  in  ihr  tame  lerne  fur 

hr  K  t<  r\  i<i  him? 


Ihr   riiiht   iivrr    rral   pro|>rii\    iorrmrfK-r*  ac- 

fiiiin'^  ti»  vnir   liom  ihr   lime  til  Cap- 

ruff 
Aiiiiriimi:  ?••  ••rhrrs  uhrn  ihrrr  t«  a  (itm  pr*- 

vr\Miin  Mhuh   ti'n%i%i«  in   ihr  land   bctn|^ 

tniliiMii  ii«  t>irriri% ati'in« 
l'ii%r!iTi;iiini   1%  "rhji  rii;hr  in  «iiiur  <if  wKkIi 

pf  :\"ns  jfiil  thin/^  tjkrn  ht  the  rficin%  are 
•  >  *  r-.  ^'  'If  d  rn  thf  ir  liirnirr  «rjir  when  01 

jjji'i    .iriitrr    ihr   pnwrr   ol   the 

\%liuh!hf\   lirlongrd." 


r 
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»md  V^,t0,tl 

Every  treaty  of  P«ce  induda  an   Ammtity 

frpjl  ''*^ " 

Enpreii  or  virfu^ 

*tmu    II     Vuri    B 

«ailrf>«H*- 

g:rr~- 

The  Convenrion  of  New  York  doM  not  pmrnd 

to  give  validity  to  the  act  of  Indrpeiwlctvce 

but  merely  la  approve  it. 

iMat^»<« 

T1>e  United  Sutet  are  known  in  the  Conuiru- 

tion. 

exrlutivrly 

1i'»  AfMili  «•. 

Con|[tr«i  by  the  Confederation  reserve  A  at)  the 

powen  of  War  peace  &  Treaty 

JMB.CtI   ». 

Thepropeny  ofal)  ihr  Individual!  of  a  Slate  it 

ftmiM 

the  property  of  the  Suie  iiacif  in  re^td  lu 

other  Natiimi. 

Th»  i.  what  i.  called  tfac  right  of 

Eminent  domain. 

"2^  ^«'"*' 

In  theory  one  nation  hai  no  rigfai  tn  alter  the 
Kcneial  law  of  naiioru. 

iwrfitrii^  T* 

fn  1 

RULES  OF  CXJNSTRUCTION  OF 

sTAiirrF^ 

|Crf||^r  .-^ 

A  Statute  aftainii  l-aw  and  itaaon  e«pecially  if 

•  *-h      *** 

a  private  Statute  »  void. 

■    M^     HI    K-M 

Statutes  are  to  he  conttrucd  by  the  rule*  of  the 

And  if  acainti  iKr  fmrtal  ffJi.  1  ttf  the  ttmittMin 
law    aie    to    be    jimliftrJ  .      .   and    j<:«- 
lr'„.UJ  by  II. 

SsTT^:; 

Eaperially  if  the  /ww.noni  arf  gfitfial  in  whiih 

isr.njr.;; 

raar  con ■■  tuition  mar  b*  made  itfttfif 

th*  Uvrr  uf  the  Siaiuir  10  trrtdct  ii  agtrc- 
ahle  to  natural  juuice. 

rr 

Many  ihinE*  wtthin  ibe  letter  of  a  Statute  aie 

iWM  wirhin  in  njuity  and  t-f  t^m*- 

Law«   lEittnc    lertirdv   where   their    wii    notw 

L. 

before  ate  to  Ik  contttueditrKilr.   i^ 

v.  AIM'KNDIX  II 


I       •  l»  f  4"  '    fr*  4'  7 


I  •» 


No  Siatufr  shall  he  cnnftrutd  so  at  tci  be  ifico»- 
\rni«-ni  or  apainst  rra%on. 

Siariifc'H  ii»  Ih-  i'onstruc-d  according  tn  the  Inirfl»- 
tiiin  lit'  thr  l.rpslafuir,  whiih  intrntmfi  it 
111  he  a»i'rrtainrd  h\  ftupp(>«inf*  ihr  framm 
of  ihr  law  ui%r  and  hiiiic%t  and  mrll  ac- 
i^uainird  wifh  all  ihr  nirrif%  of  the  catc  Co 
Iht  dcirrmincd  upi»n,  and  under  thit  tup- 
p«isiriiin  a&kini:  oursrUes  i^hat  could  he  the 
intt-nfiiin  nf  uisr.  honest  and  well  inlormed 
mrn  tn  this  pariiiular  rate  ? 

\idc-  Kxamplr^  fii>m  P.  l^  to  l*a|»e  |K. 
C'tUliraiid    insunrr    iif  law   of   Boh^f^fiJ    NO 

INIKKPRKTMOR 
SiJturr  Ciliiuce^trr  hiihuni  Norwich  all  Bithopt 
Kimhanie    Case   K*^  Coke   fte\eral   tfitmc 
rxamplrs  in  which  Statutes  hi\e  been  ad- 

iud|;id  \oid. 

STAiriK    OF    FRAUDS    executon    Coo- 

fracif. 
ST  ATI  "I*  K  de  donii   Fine  ip%j  jure  nullut 

Diwfinfinuani'rf 
SrA'M'TKS   (if  hankruptcy-     All   pervmc   in 

aufre  druii  rxi'rptrd :  ccintrar>  tu  wordft  of 

thr  Sijfute  James   I,  as  I).   H.  ackncMvl- 

SI  Mil  K  c  )F  (M  aVFSTKR  alienatM  br 

ijlhrr  iinlrss  hv  vmt  \lf 
I)\M\(>KS    du^ute    Out    of    Kntry       frtt^m 

f 
CMiismird  ni»t  td  rxtrnd  to  trnint  bv  act  of 

jrvithrr  or  n\  law. 

S  r  \  I  r  II.  MI'S  r  ha\r  several  e«cepciam 

•IWOI  INI  \RVirr%pa»s 

Xruriiian  <  >thi  f  r  in  <Juartrr%' 

Anirtii  jri  \'r%«ri%  Captured  at  Sea  in  haodt  of 

Niufuls 

Ci»ndrmnati«>n  makes  ik>  daff 

(irnrrjl  H<>^«r.  Chnfi in  otherwise  state  of  Waf 

*"?■•  Whtrc  SfMp  [lui  where  laws  of  Nations 
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Thi*  would  iwder  act  Nugaiory 

Ans:   No  objection  if  it  did. 

But  'twi>ul<t  not. 

Court  here  Tie*d  only  pay  BRITISH  tubjccn 

not  included 
Might  ftill  opcnic   af;ain*l  our  own   ciliicni 

Act  would  ftill  answer  several  purpoact 
To  pve  Remedy  againtt 
AMIgnm  of  DrKttcn 
For  tXKCUTORS  for  injutiea  10  rr«l  prop- 

AGAINST  EXECUTORS  for  Inj.  both  to  ml 

i^  personal. 
IMAGINATION  must  influence 
Note  law  rnpcctinp;  raking  oath  of  aUr|riance  tu 

commrncc  a  suit. 
Charier  of  Nrw  ^'otk  holds  pleas  real,  prrsonjl 

h  miird  as  fully  as  any  d>un  o(  recotd  of 

(;.  B.  or  Colony  of  New  Yoik 
Ne*et   rnnstturd   (o  extend   to  f;tamin)>   New 

liiaU.  etc. 
[y  CONSTITl'TION  c*er>  male  InKahiant 

IN  LAW  as  in  Religion.  Letteis  Ac. 

CERTAINTY  of  the  an  in  \atn  cuntmded 

for 

Phrase  "Military  order"  *af!tte 

Not  pauport  safe  Conduct  parole 
Peftnission  to  occupy 

CXir  justiiicaiKin  is  public  encm/ 
hinnx  house  for  valur  Conf. 

Bur  the  KTeaiei  implies  the  Icaa 

This  IS  rtasuninic  by  Equity 

We  riaim  betKfit  of  postenur  law 

FIDES  etc. 
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L.     Internal  like  ri|ilif»aiion  to  pay  a  debt  barrrd  by 
Statute  fit  limitationk. 
Or  to  (ihftrrvc  I'anil  a^rrrmrnt  ncit  bindinfc  Sf 
I'laud 

M.      Ry  natural,  party  in  thr  wronf*  acquires  no 
ri(;hi&  in  War 
lU  thr  v(iluntar\  bcith  partiei  equal  rif^htft 

KHei't%  im  b<ith  lidet  tame 
The    Kiili'    hj%    dirtrrrnt    oh^rtts     Peace    uf 
Njiiiins  sri'uiii\  ol  puri'ha%e« 
\i-kiiii\«lr(»rd    uni\rr«allv    lhou|*ht    and    ei- 
Ic'irnt  piim 
Some  ascfiliiii^  td  a  pcisitixe  law 

lai it  C'fin%rnt  in  making*  peace 
Nrrrs^ifv  true  Rule 
IIF.NCF.    iu%ti(f-   ur    Iniu%tiie   of  the   war — 
maki-s  Mil  Jiff 
N.    (^)hiririfin  ihi«  not  a  Solrmn  war 

-    An%\«rr  In  the  l>r&t  (ipinKint  &  PraciKc  no 

diH 
Date  Kvnkrr  Stroeck! 

But  thr  War  hct^ren  (i.B.  Acl'S.  wataftalciiia 
war 

Kornulitir^  arbitrary 
Ait  i>f  I'aihamtnt  jiiihoii/in|*  hofttilitiet 
Dri'laurmn  i»t  Ind    admit%  open  War 
C*oni!trs«    li\    a    i'lrrnal    rrvilution    authonic* 
a}:jirNr   Hiiii^h 
O.     2.  n|)jr«.ri(in  no  ^ar  lietween  Indrpcnd     Na« 
1  A.  tn»n% 

^  '•<  tihK^'ii*>n  tiitt  cimkI  in  (»ur  Mmitht 

I'uhhi    Jits  mntradut      claim  uiKfioffi 
K(-\i  ■»pinifin»  to  the  cunirar^ 

P.     Srjrr  nf'  New    ^'(irk   has  n«>  C^Hnmon  Law  oi 
\jti.  ifu 
-XnsMcr   I      I  hit  if«ult  triifn  l'ni%    law 

2    <  lui   I  itMktiiutii.n  ad<>pc  cominoa 

{      Ihc    I  mrrj  States  ha«e  lormallj 
j^s'  iifrd  fiif  u% 


w 
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?S.T--~ 

Q 

E.  qujc  h  in»c  rak:  Mt^ilo,:  PUJ 

GKtJtT  IMQVIHY 

Movnble*  for  ever 

ry 

ROMANS  s 

No  Precedent  of  an  Aaion 

-  -  R  econe il  e  A  uibur* 

Common  liw:    PriMmcr:    Real  propeny 

— Provn  ihai  juatire  or  injuatke  not 

Fo(  the  Civil  law  of  every  Country  prnumn 

it!  Sovtreijrn  in  ihc  rtfjtn 

R. 

Objection:     Vattl   uyt   property   of  inimove- 
abln  noi  complrtr  till  pra» 
Thi»  mcatu  fwll  right  ui  domain  to  *Ue«». 

S. 

Rrgulam    lighu   of   Native*   within 

itwlf 
Ha*  nolhinK  to  do  with  claim  of  dam- 

Rif;hi«  of  rontrndmK  pamrt  or  im-u- 
iral  natioiu 

The  lawi  of  war  peimii  the  CotK)U(rvr  to  take 
all  the  proht><.fihr  land: 

to  whkh  rij;ht  m  practkc  hat  »uc- 

ceedcd 
ContrihutKin. 
Bui  moM   miiiitatrd    hoatiliiy   permit   maktnj; 
use  of  dcvrtrrd  property 

COSd 

The  ertemy  havinf;  eiriciird  thia  n|;ht  through 
Def.  he  cantKN  be  antwetable 

T. 

Treaty  of  pcaee. 
Which  inciudci  Amnevty 

con 

Object:   Cor)j;reu  had  no  right 

Atuwet  Then  {.'ooft    n<jthing 

But  Congrm  had  a  nght 

Our  Sovereignty  began  by  a  Federal  MT 

— Estenially  raui*  i«ly  m  the  Ionian 

b. 

4(x)  APPKNDIX  II 

Drclar  of  Ind:  which  is  FrXD.'  cnnttifufinci 
(if  rach  State  asserts  thr  I*imrr  »t'  Cofi- 
prrM  til  lr\'y  uur  t'jft^luJf  fta.r,  .onfrj. .' 
<j//f«iriiVf 

I'r  «r«*.n«^  iv  it  Ncw  Viifk  Convcntjon  apprnvrs.  mit  authcnti- 

latrs  C'cm^rcA^.  chis  had  in  fact  cumpKfr 
SM\rrriuiifv 
'^'*  ^  -    Tnidn  krrnw  in  thr  C'(in%titution. 

■^Ki  i\  C'unj*    ihiiu  \hiiK"Mra\r«C'iin^rrftt  full  powrr« 

of  W  ji  IVacr  and   liratv 

IM>\VKK   ot   nuking  I'racr  tmplirt  power  of 

nuking  I'iMuhfions 

"I.f'X  rst  i'iiii'unf]ur  alii]iii«  alii]uid  concrdit 
ciincrdrrc  \iilrtur  ct  id  &inc  quo  rrs  ipftj 
rffr  rmn  pciluit'*  V^  Cuke  ^2 

rXn-n  nut  Hulitdr  p«mrr  nt  di«mrmhrrfnrfiff 
hut  fit  nuking  all  na^nnahlr  C(iffiditi4*n% 

And  without  irmissiiin  ot  damages,  i»ar  con- 
tinues 

y     Ih-wiri^.  ax%avfi-hts..faTI/ENSC)FNEW 

YORK 
An«.  l*tti/rn%  ^a\c  thrm  that  pcm*cr. 
I  Mi  14-  The  i'ourr  too  nsults  from  thr  Emitimt  do- 

main 
iitncr  injuiv  frf»ni  the  (to\rmment  authonirs 

taking  thr  piii|H-rtv  of  innocent  suhirct% 
ilf-nt(-  iljirn  i>t  damaf^ri  lor  Injuries  to  Indi- 
\idijaU  iv  in  thr  I'uhlic 
i>  .  I  hosr   lniufif-\  only  fiirpixrn  which  are  in  re* 

|jti<*n  til  thr  war — 
Rr|jtii>nshtp  ti>  the  War  coniiftts  in  the  Capture 
ot  thr  l'ir\ 

I  j\il\  ir  \%iiu1d  Ik-  a  hrrach  of  the  C'onfrJrra- 

ri'iM 
('<>ni:rr\\  ha\r  madr  a  trrat\ 
\  I'lij^h  ft  that  Miiuld  l>c  a  hreach  of  ihetr 
1  iii)srit\iri<inj|  auihi»rit\ 
ptiwir--*    I  rrjTv    I  r|;i«|jli%r, 
Pr-H  Ijriuri'n  j  |jw 


I  .Air 
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Sovrrrifin  auihotiiy  may  violate  Trraiin 
—  Bold  (tti>und  admin  the  Intcntiun 
Bill  witKin.  (^ch  State  hai  no  luch  pawrr 
lliMiiK  drlof>aird  the  manacemrni  of  in  fbr- 

tty;n  concern*  Ii>  Cunf;ieu 
Til  whom  ali>nc  the  rnniidrmtton  of  these,  nt- 

utn  of  State  bc)on{i:* 
As  well  a  County  may  alter  the  law«  of  the 

Siaic  ai  the  State  thoM  of  the  Cunfedera- 

Ii  hai  been  taid  Legitlatutc  may  alter  law*  of 

Nation* 
Nut  true  in  (henry 
Example  of  Ramiotn  hill,  nothinp;  to  ihc  pur- 

pt>*e. 
If  luch  a  power  doe«  extM  in  our  Govcmmrnt 

'rii  in  Conf^res*. 
Acce*»ion  to  Conf;   wai  act  of  Lei^islature  why 

mav  not  aniitheT  acr  alter  it  ? 
UNION  pree«iMed 
Act  of  a««i«i<.n  not  a  law  but  a  CONTRACT 

which  one  pan  cannot  irleaie  ii*clf  from 
One  pari  (ff  an  Krnpirc  may  di*meml>ct  ittrlf. 
Bui  ihii  luppofc*  diuoluiKin  of  the  Oiipinal 

ctintract 
\\'hile  Confcd:    eaun  its  cons:  Auiho    para- 
mount 
But  how  are  the  Jf  IX;^^  In  deride  * 
An*     Cnn»     Rivine  Ind      Power  only  in  pure 

cauict  in  all  other* 
Judf>et   of  each   State   mu*i    M    nctrsHiy   be 

judges  of  United  Stjic*- 
And  the  law  of  each  State  mutl  adopt  the  lairs 

of  Cnnctes*. 
Thnuith   in  lelatMin   m  it*  own  Citiieiu  local 

law^  mip;hl  ^ovrm,  irt  in  telaium  to  fot- 

eifrnrr*  those  of  United  Si4tr*  iiiuu  pie- 

vail. 
It  mu«t  Itc  ciirKrdfd  \.r%     of  one  Slate  cannot 

repeal  taw  uf  Iniled  Siaif* 
All  mull  be  i-imMiued  10  Stand  tn^hei! 
Aiul  hctc  the  tuic  uf  Ckrio 
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Drclar  of  Ind:  which  is  prND.'  conftitutina 

(if  each  Siatr  asserts  the  Puwrr  of  Con- 

prt'SH  to  IfX'y  uar  cutiiludf  prtt^f,  ^rjntra.t 

all  tames 
i>r  «rr.i.n<«  iv  ■•  Nfw  Vofk  Convmtion  appmvrs.  n<ic  autkcnti- 

I'atrs  Oin^rr^s.  chis  had  in  fact  complnr 

Siivcrritntv    - 
■^^  ^-  •    rni«in  know  in  ihr  i*4>nsfitution. 

Aki  i\  C'unp    thou  Ahr if;"*  lra\rsi*(inf*rrss  full  powers 

cif  War  IVacc  and  Treaty 
|H)\VFK   cif  making   Peace  impliet  power  of 
rnakmi;  iinuliiiDns 
**I.ex  est  cuicun(|ue   aliipiis  aliquid   concedit 

concrderc  xiJettir  ct  jj  sine  quo  res  ipsa 

effe  n«in  p<»tuii'*  l^»  Coke  52 
D<»es   nof    imliitlc    p«i^rr   of  dismemhretnetit 

hut  of  makint:  ail  n  avmahle  cnnditH^is 
And  \%ith<iiii  remission  o|  damajscs,  wat  cot>- 

tinuis 

O     Hi.w  irJM  auav  li.^his  ..f  C'lTI/ENSOF  NEW 
York 

Ans.  I'iri/rns  i:a\e  ihrrn  that  power. 

The  i'«i^rr  ttK*  results  from  the  Emincfiff  do- 

nuin 
llciu'r  injuiv  from  ihe  Ciosemment  autkon/rs 

takint"  the  pn»{H-rtv  of  innocent  subjects 
iirnir  iljini  ft  damages  for  Injuries  to  InJa- 

\idiijU  IS  III  rhr  I'uhlic 
'Ilii»se   Iniiirifs  only  forf*i\rn  which  are  in  rr- 

Ijrtitn  to  rhr  war — 
Rrlariiinvhip  tn  the  War  consists  in  the  Capture 

ot  the  i  ix\. 

\  AstU  tr  uould  Ik-  a  hreath  of  the  Confedera- 

ri<>ri 

('••iil^irw  hj\r  madr  a  treaty 
\  l>r<j«h  •>!  rhat  Mi>uld  hr  a  breach  of  iImt 

ii>risririiti"njl  jurhnriit 
I'liwif"*    Irijr\   I  r^i%lati%r, 
Vt"<  !jrnj(i"n  a  Ij-a 
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Soverei^  luihiinfy  m«y  violaif  Tiritiet 
^>H  — Itnld  (iruuni)  admili  the  Inimtiirt) 

Hut  MJihin.  Kjch  Starr  h»t  no  >uch  powrr 
ilatintr  Ar\rftttA  the  tnanattrntmt  nf  in  (ar- 

I  tKO  cumm*  to  Congrr** 
To  w  horn  alone  the  coniidrf  aiioo  of  these,  rca- 

•tin  of  Stale  bcJunp 
Aa  well  a  County  mar  aliri  the  lawi  of  lb* 
Sutc  aa  the  State  those  of  the  C'onfedcia- 
t»nn. 
ni.1  It  hai  hern  utd  Lepilatutc  may  alter  law*  of 

Naiiiini 
ew.  ]«pn«k.:  Not  true  <n  theory 

(^',g  tuni|iU  of  Ranuam  brll.  Duinin|;  to  the  pur- 

V;""^(  pii*r 

If  fuch  a  power  ion  ntitt  in  our  Gowcmmcnt 
*ti»  ID  Con|;tcu. 
nBir.(~r  Accvaskin  m  Conf    ws*  set  nf  Ixf^lanirc  why 

may  not  aiMithei  art  altct  it  ? 
*'*'  UNION  pteewMtd 

Axl  Act  irT  ateeHiim  net  a  law  Imi  a  CONTR  ACT 

which  one  pan  cannot  rclrate  itirlf  (nm 

One  part  nf  an  Empire  may  di»inember  itielf. 

Hut  iliii  tiippirtct   i]i»»>il<iTK>ii  (•(  ihr  fliit^iiial 

rontrait 
Uhilc  tunkd:    exist*  i(s   con*     Auiho:  para- 
Hut  l.,m  art  th<-    H'lMIFS  r..  druJr  ' 
Alls     <..)nv     jiiMMi;  Ind      P<.wcr  ..iilv  m  priw 

.jtisi-s  in  all  orhrrs 
lu.in-x    „f   raJ.    Stat.-    i.m.t    ..t    ,>rtc»».tv    be 

|ii.iu<-t<il  I  nit.a  Stair* 
A>iJ  rlx  law  .>f  .a.h  Sutc  niuM  adopt  the  law* 

<>l  1  ..nui.s* 
Ih"Ui!K    m    r.!a....M    m  ,i*  ,.«n    Citi/rn,   l.^al 

^ail. 
it  ri.iiM  l.<  ...n.<d.  .1  I  ru     ..f  one  Slate  cannot 

irpralla*  ..|  Ini.rJSlal.* 
Ml  Millet  i><  .i.tiMdird  li>  Stand  t»t>etheil 
„h    I.N    ,..  And  hcc  the  rule  u(  Cicero 


r 
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"Primus  lf>ciur  lr|»r«  oportct  rontrndcrc  critn- 
parandri  utia  Irx  ad  Ma;c»m  hcK  r«  ad 
uiili«inrs  ad  honcftiiinrs  ac  mipt  nccc»- 
laricis  irs  prrtinrai,  ex  quti  ccmfiiMfur  uf  m 
|rf»rft  duar  aut  »i  plurrs  aut  quciC  qiiot 
rrurit  crintrnart  non  pfitunt  qua  diicrrp- 
rnt  inirr  fte  ra  maximr  cunftcr^anda  turn 
(|uar  ad  maximat  rrt  pcirinrrr  tidcatur  " 

Man\  III  fhrtr  Arcumrni  %uppt*%e  Trnpiu  ai 
ir|nji:iiant  In  the  law  uf  nan«ins  It  may 
h(i%%r\rr  ircrixr  a  ccinsrruitifin  rnfiitstmff 
with  jll      And  If  I  ifur  it  th»  C'fmftnicriaQ 

1%  rfir  dllf \  tf(  thr  C'ouit. 

\Vt  hj\  r  M  rn  that  to  make  the  Drfrndififf  liable 

'I  f »  VI(  )|.  \  IK  thr  laws  nf  nations  and  fnrfe« 

(hjraitrr 
'lit  \i<i|jir  a  v^jrmn  trratv  of  peace  tc  rrsnc 

«rjrt  «if  hn^rilitv 
'I 'I  iritrincr  Omftdcred   Ac  endanfper  peace  cjf 

thr  uni<»n 
CAN   we   suppcfse   all   this  to  have   been   i»- 

trndrd  hv  thr   I.epnslaiure 
Thr  l.\W  cann(»f  «iipp«ise  it 
And  it  It  wai  mtrndrd  the  act  is  \oidl 

PRIM  IPLES 

A  Nrw-  ra*r  mu*f  \>r  drtrrmined  hjp  ckr  law 

I  if  \ar>irr  and  thr  PuMk  c'"d 

Chi  \r\  f'i.et     Judex  kiquifurM! 
V-.  .<,,  .1  Savt    ihjt    cj«r%    wrrr     jud|»ed    accofdifif    to 

Fi{iiir>    hrtiirr  thr   cu«ti*m«  iA  the   rcaini 
wrrr  wnrirn    5c  madr  crrTain.  Vide 

I  (  han    Krp«irT«.  ^  pace  r»f  Vmdica- 
ti"n  fit  thr  (  ourt  r»t  Cliancen 
V         -  .        z        \  ffidirnirr.r  I  •ir.trjr\  tn  thr  law t  r»|  Nations  H  a 

\:  ioii  «  jiiM*  i't  war 
{       I  h*-   ':.     t'^ifi'.»»^,  and  mi  hlli  are  part  of 
i«  riiriitfn  law 


I 
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Bj^^i 

s- 

Tlic  vrJuntary  |jw  of  Naiion>  tt  a*  intrinncally 

obligatory  at  the  nec«iary  law;  which  m- 

as«2sr 

4. 

joint  ill  observance. 
Nationt   are    under   two   Itindi  of  obtigaiion 
int/rnal  and  rxtrrnal— the  one  founded  on 

fmtt  *-"r 

■he  necettary  the  other  on  ihe  voluntary 

law  of  nationt. 

6. 

By  the  nccewBry,  the  party  maltini;  an  unjutt 
war  acquiret  in  foro  contcientiae  no  rijthi. 
and  t*  bound  in  fuio  eontrieniiae  to  make 

7- 

hat  equal  rightt  with  the  patty  in  the  right : 

and  the  effect!  of  war  on  both  tide*  ate  the 

It- 

tame. 

m?r^: 

ch  •  r>^  >rf  » 

■..-Q» 

fcttTS,,j^ 

8. 

■•-*•»•-     ^ 

resTr"- 

■■rtam  VaL  .  P. 

Ml  Vri  .  p.  Ml 

r  Ml  k>  ltd 

•  i'      (    ►  I"" 

The  formalitiet  which  cnnttituie  a  wifemn  war 

«Mi  ■    c*  .i  r 

are  arbitrary 

ii±rr„„. 

n 

great    part*   erf   the    wme    rmptie   at   be- 
t*rrn  two  Independent  n.iluint- 

fcrSrr.-,, 

The  general  piopotimx)  uf  the  rui  MU  it  that 

"ea    quae    ah    houihut   Capimui    ttatim 

jure  gentium  noitra  tunt. 

In 

4''4  aimm:m)ix  II 


H    ■      \        .   I'    .        ! 
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4     I 
1  . 


MovcaMr  p^kU  lulling  tci  ihr  Capinr  for 

a  tier  ihr  haiilr  i«  (i\rr;  or  accurdinc  lo 
M)mr  ifimmon  Ijw.  jiliudicatinn  if  frrsh 
priicii  he-  tint  mjiir  the  %»mt  day.     Amt 


i  I 

\:rwr     r.l'     lji«t-4> 
V'.rr    I':    I    ,-   1 
.     It.j, A     t  ■ 

.      .      T  .*  'i.. ,  cKcasum  M>hs 

1    1  r    r  r  I    I     N  .    I* 

<■■  •  .«  li  I  I  !i  t  And  ihr  liiiif%  of  inimii\r;ihlr  Cfiodi  while  in 

\«tr:    li    4    1'     <    I   >■ 
V»S'    I  J  I 

h-  .  •r     ;  ■  ^    !•■■ ;. 

fiT  r-^r  ,  .   N   ,^  Individual 

\'4-  ti.J.  -  i.i'4  as  Id  ^i\r  ihr    '    CapKir  a  prciprrfy  in  the 

'^''  '*'  i'liMinrr    -and  rvrn  iranifcri  ihe  ibtolutc 

iii^hi  III  ft  a!  properly. 


The  commiin  law  carrirs  ihr  riphis  of  war  ui  far 


«.■  I.  .  i.»  -*  I  \hi}\-  Mirlr  (irMiiui    tnranmff  about  the  Pf-.^fi 

I  W  •■    I        1  <  -      III 

L"*'ii  i .' il  irt-'-'  ^  Miliiuiiis  IS  nuiU  ii|ui\alcnt  loan  mu^  al 

oimiiKin  tj\s. 
The  Idea  ihji  in  onr  place  he  ipeakt  vf  a  new 

^rani  in  jn<iihcr  dt  irfttiiutKin  »  not  accw- 

rair 
J.  ,.',.'.',""  J  I  hr  C'nnii  \r  in  Uiih  l'a*r%  rrlairt  to  re^tifuln^i. 

And  ihi    vch  (JiSC.hDt.Rh   x%  at  ap- 

\  jti  I  ttndrisrand%  ( irotiu^  in  ihr  %ame  tente  for 
hr  rcirrs  in  him! 


Ihr  ni:hi  t*\rx  rral  priiprrf\  ciimmcnce*  ac- 
mrdini:  ^■  ^'Hir  from  ihr  time  til  Cap- 
liir« 

Aii'irdini:  T'l  "ihrrs  uhrn  ihrrr  i«  a  ftrm  pn^ 
sf\siiin  \«hiih  !•  insists  in  the  land  beu^ 
iniliiMd  h\  t'lftitii jihint 

I'.isTlrinninn  i«  "rhat  ri}:hr  in  virtue  of  wIikIi 
pt  :s<>ns  jiul  ihinjs  ukrn  \\\  the  enefn%  are 
ri  ^f'lrd  rn  rhrir  ti*rn:rr  «?air  when  ciMningt 
jjjin  undrr  ihr  pimrr  ii|  the  naii 
whiihlhc\   Itclongrd." 
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Every  treaty  of  Peice  includn  a 
Ex^rn  or  v.ffiia/ 

n    Amntilj 

VMrti 


am^^  d  The  Con vrn  lion  of  New  York  doe«  not  prncnd 

*  10  give  validiry  to  the  act  of  Independence 

but  merely  lo  approve  it. 
<»  •*  The  Uniied  States  ate  known  in  the  Omiiitu- 

tkm. 

CKclufivelv 

di ,».  CongreM  by  the  Confederation  te«er*e  A  all  the 

piiwen  of  Wat  peace  At  1  teaty 
I  c  T  1  ••  The  property  of  all  ihe  Inditidiiah  »f  a  State  it 

the  property  uf  the  State  itidf  in  regard  lo 
other  Naiiont. 

Thii  if  nhai  it  called  the  right  of 
Eminent  domain, 
d  )wb-  In  theory  one  nation  hat  tto  right  to  alter  the 

'_  general  law  of  nation*. 

RULES  OF  CONSTRUCTION  OF 
STATUTES 

f*^!***  '  '*  *  ^  Statute  aeainit  Law  and  rcaton  esp«ully  if 

■  ^k  M  piivatc  Statute  it  toid. 

■■  Hot   Ml  iWia  Statutes  ate  to  he  runMf  ued  hy  the  tule*  (if  the 

vn*  Tnw  Uinn.  And  if  againit  the/>-nr*d/^f>Tuf  the  romnv-n 

«arrj^  '"       '  law    ate    to    be    ftudtjuJ  .  .  .  and    •&»- 

MTtTi'i'^c'^H  trai^ti  by  it. 

nS'r^teMkCf  Eipci-ially  if  the  prtn'itirmt  art  grnrrat  in  tmtn^h 

tjj' "■"  |J  u'!  **•*  timttiuction   may   b*  made  ^fainii 

**"  '5  '■*  '*'  ^  '*'  '""'  "'^  '^''  SiaiHie  III  rendct  11  agiee- 

ift  atile  to  naruial  ftutice. 

pr 

Many  thine*  within  the  letter  of  a  Statute  ate 
no*  wiihtn  tl»  enuity  atM)  vnt  tv'ia. 

Lam  giving  remedy  where  there  wai  iK>ne 
bcfufeaietii  becoriMtued  itticily    {-^ 


4<^.  ai'1'i:ndix  II 

i'.»,  ^  1,1  r  -uiui'  >„•„  Statute  <ihall  Sc  rnnstturd  so  a*  lo  be  inco^ 

\rniMit  or  a|*ainst  rrasiin. 
Sraiurc's  cu  lir  I'lmstrurcl  ai'i'iiriiini;  tn  f  he  Iniro- 
lioii  nt' chr  l.rpsbturr,  ifthii'h  ifitrni»i<t  it 
III  hv  jsi'c-tfainrtl  h\  ftuppo^iny*  the  framm 

I    «Ur4"  fr-4'7  *'l  ^^^  1^^'  ^i^*^  ^'^^  hfiniftt  and  »rll  ac- 

f)uaiiitr(l  wirh  all  thr  rtiriiti  <»f  ihr  caic  to 
hv  (li  trriiiiru-ii  upi>n.  and  under  rhi«  tup- 
pi  isiiinn  asking  nursrivrt  what  could  Se  ihe 
inirniKiM  fit  wisr.  honrst  and  well  inlotmrd 
mm  in  this  partiiular  catc  } 

\idr  Kxampirs  t'lom  P.  l^  fti  Pa^^r  |8. 
CVti-liraird    insiani'r   of  law   ol    Bokipia    NO 

IMKRPRKTMOR 

Slatutr  (iloucr&Cfr  l>ishnnt  Nt>r«ii'h  all  Bitkopt 
Konhanir  C'asr  S*"  Coke  ftr\rral  fttrunf 
(-xaniplr%  in  which  Stafutrt  ha\c  bmi  ad- 

|ilil|;i-d   \iiid. 

Sr\H  IK   OF    FRAUDS   necuton    Can- 

m 

irai'is. 
STA'rri'K   dr  donit   Finr   ipta   jure  nullui 

I)i«i'onrinuani'rt 
SIX!  I  "IKS  of  bankruptcy:    All  prrvMit  in 

aiiirr  dmii  rvcrptrd:  Cf>nfrary  to  wotdt  o^ 

thr  Statute  Janirt  I,  at  13.  M.  ackncMii- 

tdur'k. 

SI  Mil  i  ( »K  f  ;i.(  )IVFS  TKR  alKiiatioti  N 

m 

tjihf-r  unlrfts  hv  ton«  If 
I)\M\(fKS    dis\ut€    Out    of    Kntry-      f€*tvm 

/  .lift J  tt*i,int 
C'instrurd   nut  to  rxtrnd  to  tenant  bv  act  oi 

m 

diidchrr  or  of  Ijw. 
S  r  \  ir  I  K  MI'S  r  ha%r  tc\rral  nccpfions. 
•|\V«)I  INI  \RVtfr*pa« 
AfiifiujM  <  >rfiirr  in  <Juartrri' 
Ainriii  jfi  \'r\srU  Captured  at  Sra  in  lup^  oi 
Ni  uirjU 

I'linJrmnatiitn  makrt  im>  diff 
Cirnc-rjl  ili«%%r,  I  lintiin  oihcrwitc  ftaffc  of  War 

"r  *■'•  Whtrr  Stop  hut  whrrr  laws  of  NaiKMit 
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Thit  would  rmd«r  act  Nuf;aiory 

Ant:  No  objection  if  it  did. 

But  'twould  mK. 

Coun  hcfr  need  only  pay  BRITISH  nibjcm 

not  included 
Might  ttill  opctaic  againn  our  own  ciiiun* 

Act  would  ftill  antwct  (rvrral  purposes 

To  Rive  Remedy  iRainil 

A»ipnec«  i>f  Dewiieti 

Fot  tXECUTORS  for  injutiea  to  ml  pro(»- 

eny 
AGAINST  KXECUTORS  for  Inj.  both  to  ml 

W  pettonal. 
IMA(;iNATI(>N  muii  influence 
Note  law  rcipcrtinft  lalLini;  oaih  of  alle|[isncr  10 

commence  a  tuit. 
Chanet  of  New  V'oik  hold*  pleai  real,  penncuil 

&  miird  at  fully  a»  any  C'lturt  of  maid  of 

C;.  B.  01  Colony  of  New  V.«k 
Never   conMrued   to  eitend   In   planting  New 

ihali.  eic. 
CONSTirUnON  every  male  Inhalniani 
IN  I. AW  ai  in  Rclif^m,  Letter*  &c 

CERTAIN"rV  of  the   act  in   vain  roniended 

for 

Pbratr  "Military  otdei"  vague 

Noi  pauport  fafc  Conduct  parole 
Permi»ion  to  occupy 


Out  juttificaiion  b  public  enemy 
hiiini!  bnuic  fur  taluc  C*onf. 

But  the  prater  implm  the  tcu 

Thi»  t(  tra»oninR  hy  E<)uity 

Vir  Hatm  benefit  of  ptMlcriar  law 

FIDFS  e 
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irV  ?;J"' hLSlSr-  The  word  Inhabiuni  means 

f.  fcri>.ru  r^  a  Nothing  can  be  a  Trespau  which  is  in^olumarT 

t^tchr*  RrfBtfUF  II 
Mi]>r  »  Ih  in 
Ml  *«     '  «     *»r.ilh     » 
M  .«  I*>rf  '^   »* 

usMT-urali"*!!'  ^y  »ev€ral  authoririrs  the  Assignees  of  Dc»- 

hai-Ai  M.  rii.r  k  senors  could   not  maintain   an  actton  oC 

Lriur  LP  3C7 

trespass. 
\or    Exe(utrjr%    nor    hetri    jr^r   tnjurtfs   fo    re  J 
properly. 
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(Pack  tu^ 

LIST   OF    DEBTS   ASSIGNED   TO   JOHN    B 

CHURCH. 

ESyUIRE,  BY  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

PER  DEED 

DATED  ,™  JULY.  1804. 

Iimn  U  Williani  SleHing 
l«aac  Claion 

»7S«> 

too.oo 

W.IUim  B<ll  (Robimon  >i<d  Himhomcl 

50.00 

Mn.  Jcnkin.  (RikO 

50.00 

Pierre  Vin  Conlindl  1 

Utt  LV  Governor    J 

40.00 

P.  ).y  Mo-nx 

40.00 

Champlm  tt  Smith  1 

T    L.  OKdcn         1 

Soxo 

Giillci   &  Bell 

4000 

Outd'Kir  Unden»titen 

inrluding  Hallet  &  Bowne 

100.00 

Admininr.  Jenli»  (Pendleton) 

Astiipiee  of  Wtn.  L.  Vandcrvoft 

200.00 

i*  luceeuful  j^o  more     400  by  J.  J.  V. 

504)0 

De  Pcynet  1 

(Jone.)     ( 

4000 

Abi>ah  Hammond  1 

P.  A,  Olden           1 

40.00 

Robert  Comminp 

J500 

John  McVrckar 
Inae  Kibby 

30.00 

25.00 

Hubbard  1 

IRifllil    / 

50.00 

Aleundef  Stewart 

H 

Aaawnrn  ijl  Kirkpaitiek 
(f.  L.  Ojden)  by  P   A.  Camnun 

40. 

4«g 
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George  Stanton 

l«4>uift  Sinuind 

John  llackcly  lOO. 

(Rikrr) 
Ehrnrzcr  Stevrnt 
Cfcorgc  Sucklv 
Bank  of  N.  York 
Jamci  Ardrn 
William  'Iliomas 
William  Cooper 
William  Bvron 
William  &  Sil\ ester 

Robinson 
William  Nrilson 
James  Shutrr 

rr.  I,.  <)pdcn» 
Gou\ernrur 

including  Insurance  Cause 

of  Baurc  settled  by 

compromise 
(T.  I..  Opden) 
lohn  Steiii'ards  ; 

tor  Note 

Do. 
Henderson  Ac  Varick 

Dr. 

Particulars  will  l>etter  appear  by 
Account  Book  enditrsed 

Nl  K  M 

A  II 

July  g.  1804. 


30. 

50. 
Paid  by  Pcndlctoa 


50 

100 
$0 

as 

75 
100 


25a 
SO- 


loa 


SO- 

X4QOL 


2510. 


APPENDIX  J 

THE  SUBSCRIPTION  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 
HAMU.TONS  FAMILY. 

There  doei  not  appear  any  documentary  evidence  of  the  lucceu 
of  WcJcott'a  piopositiun  ut  raiic  f  100,000  by  tubtcriptton.  The 
only  practical  meaiure*  coniittcd  in  the  contiibuiiun  of  tharn  of 
varioui  land  companiet  wbich  were  then  vtry  p«>pular,  and  the  later 
<onvet«ion  of  these  into  caih.  In  Botton  a  number  of  promineni 
gentlemen  met  and  propotrd  the  folluwing  plan: 

"  Having  in  remembrance  ihe  exalted  worth,  and  pn-eminem 
tervice*  of  the  late  General  Hamilton  hii  cxiraoidinaiy  and  tiuly 
patriotic  exettiun*  which  ci>ntnbuitd  hi  much  to  uvc  our  Country 
fn>m  the  greateit  impending  calamitiet—hif  able,  diainicre«led 
and  lucceMful  efTorti  to  inculcate  the  wiidotn,  jutiicc  and  advarv- 
fage  of  all  ihoM  maxim*  of  juritptudcnce  which  render  sacred  the 
ri|cht*  of  property  and  which  are  inteparable  from  true  liberty — 
and  especially  tecullectinf;  that  the  demotion  of  hi*  time  and  talents 
to  the  public  interests  has  operated  10  deprive  hii  Family  of  a 
common  share  of  rhose  pecuniary  adi  amazes,  which  his  labours, 
if  applied  to  them,  would  have  easily  made  abundant.  We,  there- 
fore, whose  names  are  subscribed,  to  testify  in  Mime  degree  our  sense 
of  departed  excellence  and  our  f;ratiludc  for  benehts  conferred  on 
our  Country,  do  enfEaf>e  that  we  will  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Hon** 
(iefHge  Cabol.  Thomas  Davis,  and  Theodore  l.yman,  Fsquires,  the 
sums  o(  money  set  against  our  respective  names,  tn  be  by  them  ap- 
plied to  the  benefit  of  the  Childicn  or  F*amily  of  General  Hamilton, 
in  any  manner  they  shall  judfjc  proper. 

"And  whereas  we,  whose  names  follow,  arc  proprietors  of  crf- 
lain  parcels  of  land  in  rennsyKania.  which  were  purchased  in  .\.  D. 
iSol  of  I'lmothy  Pickering,  tlsqutte  in  shares  of  <me  bundled  dollars 
rach,  which  lands  are  not  yet  divided  or  furnially  conveyed 

"We  do  hereby  auihorixc  and  rr<)uFsi  the  said  Timothy  I'ltket- 
Uif,   Enquire  (O  convey   by  a  quit-claim  deed,   to  such  person   or 
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prrsoni  as  shall  be  named  to  him  for  that  purpotr,  hv  thr  krfi«ce- 
mrntiiinni  ( iccircr  C*ah«>t.  I  horn  as  Davis,  and  Thrtidorr  I  tman. 
Ks(|uirc-%.  iir  an\  two  nt  rhrm  m>  many  cif  our  iharrs  m  said  l^ndi 
as  wr  hj\r  MC  a^jirisi  nur  rrsprcti\c  names,  (tnuer  C'ahnC  I 
shjrr«.  I'hrndorr  I.\maii  and  Wm.  (trav.  Ir.,  twemv  sham.  Fbcti 
I'arsiins  Sirphrn  lii^^^inMin  Strphrn  llify>insc)n.  jr.  Sam'.  P.  (tardnct 
'i  ini".  Williams  iic-nf.  Pu'kman.  Ir.  Inhn  Nitrris  rach  ten  shares 
Jdsrph  I. re,  richt  shares.  'Iliomav  Da\is,  Nat*.  C  I.ee,  William 
Piait.  Kiik  li«Nfrh,  jamrs  IVrLins  h\  |.  II.  P..  John  Parker.  Diniel 
Sarpenf.  jr.,  |amr«  l.lo\d,  |iin'..  I«aac  P.  Davis,  |r»t.  I,re.  Jun' 
Isiael  Thorndikr,  (lorham  Par«fin«.  jno  I.cm'ell  hv  F-  C  Ixywell. 
.'Xii'y.  Brnj.  jo\.  |)j\id  Seais,  Simon  Kllint,  William  Orme,  Wil« 
liam  Prrsciict.  Simon  KorreMer,  Samuel  Klanchaid,  Da\id  Srare. 
Ati'\ .  and  K.  Du  lin%i»n.  jr..  hvc  shares.  Samuel  Ciray,  four  tha 
•'Boston,  .V'/i.  i(\  1804." 
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»iri  v^ .  r  #)  1  > 

Eveiy  irwity  of  Puce  induda  u   AmntMij 

v^^'t- 

ExfTttt  at  vtrtumt 

*WH>P«     \tH      » 

«aiiiiw»*> 

*•»•»*■  Mr 

srrr—' 

TTw  Convemion  of  New  Vock  ion  no*  pintnij 

(o  |;ive  validity  to  the  act  of  [ndrpcndmrr 

but  merely  to  approve  it- 

*nMr|.»  M 

The  Untied  Sum  itr  known  in  the  Corutitu- 

tion. 

exdutivdy 

V«  AM>k*>. 

Conj^reu  by  the  Confederation  reserve  /^  all  the 

power*  of  Wat  peace  4t  Ttraiv 

VMril.Cil   t. 

Theprnpettyofanihe  Indi^duaU  nfa  State  u 

r*»Mt 

other  Naiion*. 

Tbit  »  what  it  railed  the  tifEkt  of 

Eminent  domain. 

Or«M     ^     )««.. 

In  theory  oim  nation  haj  no  tight  tu  alter  the 

Cmcial  law  of  narioit*. 

VM  ■  1  r  1.  ^  t« 

^*  » 

RULES  OF  CONSTRUCTION  OF 

STATLTF^ 

t^t.'Ti'T.. 

A  Siaiule  a);ain«  l^w  and  reaaofl  r*pe«ially  if 

a  private  Statute  u  kokI. 

M    U~<     lit  *■« 

Siatutn  ate  to  be  nmurued  b*  the  rule*  of  the 

ta.>iJ:'M- 

tKmmim  law. 

And  if  JKainit  ihr  ffttnut  f^JKy  itf  the  ciimnu>n 
law    are    lo    be    ft.«/j/»*^  .   .      and    .in- 
traulfJ  by  U. 

srsiiii:;: 

Eapcctaiiy  if  thr  prttK-moni  «tt  frnrtal'm  wht<h 

u^.r.,;.:; 

taie  ciinuructiiin   mav   be   made   afnimt 

fe:iE:L 

ihf  Intri  i>f  (hr  Statute  lu  rendct  it  agtre* 

:■; — -..„ 

able  lo  natuial  jimiie. 

vr 

Many  thinp  »iihin  the  letter  of  a  Statute  ate 

iwit  wtihin  It*  ei|utiv  and  vnt  w*«t. 

Law*   |Ei«in|>   tm«edy    wheie   ibrtr   wa*   none 

before  atriu  be  conHtucduiinly.  19' 

;• !  4 '  i"*  *•  7 
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]'■'•  '■  ' "  "''*'"••"  Ni)  Statiitr  shall  b*  rnnururd  «o  at  lo  h*  inctm- 

\rni(-nt  f>r  against  rrafum. 
Sratiirc-s  to  l>r  i-mucrurd  ai'i'cirdini!  to  thr  Intrn- 
fioii  of  thr  l.rpslatuir,  v^hiih  intcnfMrti  it 
Co  W  asrc-ttainrd  In  ftU|ipo%in{*  the  framcr« 
ol'  thr  law  wi^r  and  honi\t  and  wrll  ac- 
ffiuintrd  wiih  all  thr  niriit^  of  thr  catc  in 
|tr  dttrrniintd  upon,  and  undrr  thit  tup- 
p<isiiion  asking  our«rl\r«  what  could  he  the 
inimtion  ol'wisr,  honrst  and  well  intormcd 
nun  in  this  partiiular  ratr  ' 

\idr  F.\aniplr«  fiom  V.  l^  to  Pagr  iX. 
C'tlchratcd    insfamr    <if   law    cit    !i«ilo|»na    NO 

IMKRPRKIMOR 

Slatiitr  (iloui'r&trr  hishoDft  Norwiih  all  Bitkopt 
K«inhanir  C*a%r  X*^  Cokr  srsrral  ttronc 
mamplr^  in  which  Statutes  ha\€  brrn  ad- 

jiidgrd  \oid. 

SIVIl  IK   OF    FRAUDS   cKccuton    Cotn 

iiai'fs. 
ST-XiriF   dr  donii   Finr   tpta   jure   nullut 

Dtscontinuanirs 
SrX'iriKS  ot'  hankruptcy-     All   pervm«   in 

aiiirr  droit  rxcrptrd     contrary  tu  wurdt  i4 

thr  Statutr  Jamrs   I,  at  D.  H    acknowil- 

idgrs. 

SI  \  1 1   IF  ( )F  (;i.(  >l  VKSTKR  alKnatMi  kr 

tjthrr  iinlr%«  hv  v»n«  [^ 
I)\M\(iKS    divsufte    Out    of    F.ntn*.     f^fi^m 

C'tiistritrd  not  to  rxtrnd  to  irnant  bv  act  %A 

m 

ani'thrr  or  ot  law 
S  I  \  I  r  I  F  MI'S  1   ha\r  M-\rral  ncepcwcit. 
•I\V«»|  IM  \RVtfr*paM 
Am' rix  JM  <  ►thu  r  in  <Juartrrt' 
Aiiiriu  JT1  \'r«%rU  I'apturrd  at  Sea  in  ban^  oi 

Nf  utrjU 

('••ndrmnation  makrt  no  AiM 
(■rnrrjl  MoMr.  i'lini4in  otherwiic  state  of  War 

Whirr  Slop  hut  where  laws  of  Natwiit  nop  «ib 
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Thii  woutij  fender  art  Nu|^iury 
An*:  No  oh}«ctiiin  if  it  did. 

But  'iWDUlll  IHM. 

LWn  httr  i»rd  only  pay  BRITISH  «ib)ccia'J 

iKii  incluiUd  ^ 

Might  idJI  opcrair  againn  our  own  citixcaft  I 

An  wiruld  itill  aniwrf  scvrnl  purpoan 

Tu  civr  Rrtncdy  a[^tn*l 

Aui|>nm  "f  r>cvtirt» 

Fur  EXECUTORfi  fur  injntira  tu  real  pr 

nty 
AGAINST  EXECUTORS  for  Inj.  boch  to  n*l 

if  pcntmal. 
IMAGINATION  inu.t  influracc 
Note  law  rnpcninf;  iiliinf;  oaih  of  MtffMntt  M  j 

ciimtnmtr  a  tuit. 
Chattrr  of  Nrw  Yurk  holdi  pirat  real,  ptfumai   j 

ic  mixed  it  fully  »t  any  C'nutt  of  record  of  J 

r,-  B.  oi  CUiny  ot  Ntw  Vwk  f 

Nrvrt   cortMitird   tu  rxttnd   lu  ([ranting  Nnv 

ritalt.  rtiv 
r^  (  i)\Wl\  11  HON  even  male  InUahiuni 

IN  1   UV  a*  in  K<!iL'i<.r.  Letter*  &c. 


n  Kl  \INIV   ..f  1 
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Dccbr  of  Ind:  which  it  FrND.'  crvntfficutMi 
fif  t2ch  State  ai«crts  the   I'umrr  14  Con- 

prrtf  til  lr\y  uar  i*jnAuJf  fra.e,  ^'-^ntr^.T 

Vr  -rr;.a«i  I'  II  New  Y<»rk  Con%*eniion  appni\ct.  n«if  authcnn- 

(-atr«  C*oni*rc^s.  this  had  in  fad  complffr 

Sn^rriijjiifv 
■^  *'  -    rni'ifi  know  in  the  C*cin«titutk)n. 

Aki  i\  C*«*n^    thnu  Mtii);'"  lra\r«C'i»fif;rrssfuII  po«rr« 

fif  War  I'rai'r  and    Irraty 
I*<  >\VF  R  iif  making   IVacc  implin  power  f»f 
iiuLiiii:  loiiiliiiiins 
"  Lex  est  i'iiii*unf|ue   aliipii^  ali«)uid   concedif 

omcrdere  \idetur  it  id  sine  quo  res  ipta 

effe  non  p<»fijit**  l'»  Coke  52 
r)<K-<   not    imliidr    power   of  ditmemhremefit 

l«ut  ot  making  all  reasonable  ccinditMifit 
And  uiihoiit  remi\%ii>n  of  damaf^,  war  con* 

tinu(-« 

n     H,.w  i:i.c  jwav  ii-his  of  CITI/KNS  OF  NEW 
VnRK 

An%   I'iri/iiis  ^a\e  thern  that  pcvwcr. 
1'.';  The  I'owrr  too  resulit  from  the  Fluent  do- 

main 
llriu'e  iniurv  from  the  Cio\emmefil  authori/e« 

takini!  the  pro|>rrtv  of  innocent  ftubiecit 
llrnic   iljirn  it  ilamace^  tor  Injurieft  to  Indi- 
\iilujt^  IS  in  fhr  i'uhlic 
i»  'rh«i%e   intiirirs  onlv  forp\cn  which  are  in  re- 

lation to  ihr  war — 
Rrlariiin\hip  tn  the  War  contisiB  in  ihc  Capture 
ot  the  I  if\. 

I  jstl'.  if  would  1^  a  breach  of  the  (*ocifedera- 

fi"n 

('••n^rrss  hj\r  made  a  treaty 
\  iT'jih  ft  rhat  wnuld  be  a  breach  of  ilwtr 

« ■•nv?irii(i'injl  juthtirir\ 
|*..u.r    ■•    I  rrjr-,    I  r^i«lati\e, 

Vi"K  !j;Tijri<  n  J  |j-.\ 


» .-*v 
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Sovereii^  aurhnrtty  may  violate  Trraties 
<**■  ~B(il(l  Cirmind  admiti  iht  Intrntinn 

Bui  niihin.  tl^ch  Starr  hai  no  luch  power 
Ha>in|t  drlrj^attd  the  minaK'mcnt  of  to  for* 

t  i):ii  L-oncmu  to  CcmnrtM 
To  Khiom  atnnc  ttte  ri>ni)(lcra[Mn  oflhcM.  its- 

*on  of  State  bclon|^ 
Al  well  a  County  may  jitct  tlit  lawm  nf  tha 
&air  as  the  Slate  th<n«  oT  the  ('onrcdeia- 
lion, 
OM  It  hat  been  uid  l.cgUlatute  may  alter  laws  nf 

Nation* 
rw  )«i.«nM  ^'^  '^"«  in  theory 

(,^',„  Fjumple  ut  Ramaom  bill,  nnthiDg  ID  the  pur- 

If  tuch  a  power  docs  ckim  in  our  Govenunau 
'lit  in  Congma. 
i>fi)Fi-T  ArretiiNin  tri  Owf    wsi  art  of  t.e|pitaiun  why 

inav  nul  andher  ad  alter  it  ' 
*^'  UNION  pteesiitfd 

f^  Act  of  ane«uon  not  a  taw  but  a  CC»NTRACT 

whtrh  ime  (lart  cannot  reWate  tCMlf  finm 

One  pan  "f  an  Kinpirc  may  dumetnber  t«Hf. 

But  ihii  luppiiKi  diiuilutirin   III  thr  ()[if;inal 


<6ll 


Hui  I,...  j,rti„  |1ix:ks  i„a,,iac' 

\i^.     (  ..n.     fiiinc  InJ      l'..»tr  c.nli   in 
.jtiMs  in  2][  '.rhris 

|,i,lt.,     ,,f    r„h     Sljlr     .„u.l     .,1     n«r..l 

,.„lc""rlnii.JS.itr. 
An.i  iK,   Lv«  of  ,j.h  Sijrr  must  «J..i>t  th. 


It   ihow   ..(    I   nurd    Sutrl   mi 

r  ...ii.r.l..!  I  tu'     of  ..iir  Sine 
J  Ijm  ..I  IrKtta  .Siii.s 
>r  lontiriiril  (I.  Stjtul  i'Ji;«hfi 
iF.c  lult  u(  Cucro 


p»r. 


r 
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("..lliirr  ■  '  N'rw  lrrM-\.  :hr.  i  infer s  f!r-  I  rdetalit!.  The,  'ij.  Ho.  Si.  J7f».    iit  lf»- 

urff  .J-.:   M.i"  ili.:..ij-'  lliin:.  r  in  ihr  jiilAir%  <i(  mhrr  naife<*.v 

(  .'i   -  If-  ..  ^  .  .jk\  :.fr  ;■).  li.  1^  S  ;.  till-  r.ir:>  \'rr¥m\u  m\  ('uMm  At»«i  '4. 

('•ir.i;-i    s    ;-l.ii'-    r':irKir|fii    i.n     I  rKJi-h  4^1. 

'*hi\--.  :*■*.    «;•■•■  Mjv  :I:.i:i  la*  k  jm\,  Fr\rr.  \rll.n(i.  in  rhiU'Srljhu,  3J;rf  vf 

4JC  •KirJ.J..-|hr.  j; 


('•■•;«r.  Pr  .  •.(   \;».a'..   .-/j  |->irriKn    frirniUhifM.    IUmtJlt4s 

I'l-.j-T.  N!\lr-.  1»:  .  ;,•.  '  |  A|fai-.^?  !  -.  if.Jin.atr.  i"*/- 

('•»']tT.   I  hiiv  .1.    J"  7  Frankhr..  itrr.  jrnin.  1  ;'■ 
(''•-.iriohip   ani!    i;.j:ri.i/'-    -if    If.r:  lil- •*!.         Frrr.i  )i  }.ri\Atrrr«.  lirprnlaliiAft  <tf.  31^ 

1 1'*^  Irnirau,  Thilip,  thr  \m^  ami  jMArBAial. 

(*rr\iiiiiir.  Mr,  t-ir  "^f   jrjiri  iir.  ^14.  ^^.4^l. 

(fif^wrll  lil«-I .  a-<-.  :;;  Kunrral  ••£  liamhiin.  40r^ 

nana.  Kran.  ;v    ;c.,  «ijl!-.»ai.  J.---jh.  441 
l»ani..n  fran.r-  .t.  r..?.:..  at.-.v  ..{..::.•»■•..        *•*■■•■«■  I  'li-»'"i«l  Charlr*.  1^5,  307.  jif. 

"hs;.!..  Ma-. .it.  r:.  ,  .  ^'■'       . 

Mam..I..n..i..  J-.rtrail  l-*  ihr  (<alrii4%.  .•«. 

I»aH..n.  Mr:.r>    II.  h..  .r.ul>.*,  ../  if.         '•'"..rKrihr   I  hinl.  »Utur  t4.  lorn 

I>rfiM!,%r  trr^!v.    m  <'»>'^    Alta.  k"*    MamiltiiQ    W  thc 

iJr  Mrart.  Iu::ha.a:.   1  1  j.   i'<3  „  '^       ti  ■•            1.    n     1    .^ 

|)rlan.r>.  *-ir;.hrf!.  mc  <  Mt-I-.n.  \\  ...urn.  ihr  Rr*rrr«d.  i£* 


/Vin-Hfo/. /'f/i.'.tiir.  ;-.-,rfirv  *''|'*"-     <  ■>?«*«"»'»>«.     lofp.liu 

I)ru!n.  IV  -.  -X'i  thr.  47  «'rar.r  .  ihr.   44.^  .^J®.  4C4.  414-    rtrnt  id 


I»u*r.r.  iP..lh!:rr.T  ..f.  44V  t..i.!.MC   ihr.    -,44;    lilr   al    !>*.    ^, 

I»uanr.  W::;^-:..  -o  Mar::.U..r;.  ..f    \   U»H  »i.  ll 

llurl,  Ihr.    ;-c     .^'4  <  f  frrrir.  Nalharir..  (irnrfal,  *?  J. 
Durl!  thr".  ("..."r-'Tan-.  a.-.-.n!  ..f.    J.,,.  lil-n  hrlj.^  hi*  »iiji.«.  J53. 

n:rT:...:a:.i.-       J^      r.^i:..  ;/■.    |  .-  ^irrr^.^af    Jarr«.    fU 

|..i.  UNT,!  r     4  .H  i.rrr.u:ir.  I^.n!.  ^go 
I)url.   A*irah.i-:)    I.ir- ■.'.•;   1  ha!!rr  ;jr*J   ti  , 

liRh!  a.    ;;,     f-^!».  r  v   NU  ..r  k  -  J..  Mj".^T-n.     .Mruniirr.    B»«nff 


f-.r.lai'.r  a-..J  I..r..r-aM  WlUt..   ;'.^  ""•'  ' '■    *^-     ^^n**  ««*t 

I».irr.\\....a-.  1;:    .•' :    1 1  .  .fr  .f.  i;,-.  1  /     at!*  kmH  V  <  ii»r»  in  Scaajr   *•  i. 

n:arrir.  I^.'v  Ki'.w  -rr.i.-.K.  J:«  *  sJfr^M-.  *!.i.lrr.li  ai  kinf*.  C    '  - 

I»u:..ftaa.  3:.i  --  ••J'^  ir^'-v  J»f»i  tn  r  irf  l6l.  - 

Mr«    Wa^hi'-Ktiin.   4;:    alk^fra 
iia!h\   «:ih  drrat   Braaiii,  ilW. 
F-ar>.^   Rail.V.    jajri!^    Nfr     Marr.ilJnr.'s  l..:i..r.  .f.  <j.    Aricrliia  (*VHRfc 

\"T'rxA.  ::;  fr^jar-J.-.^    ]■*"•   Ifrau,    an* 

j:..;-"T.rr.l    f  1  .r-irra!  ^.  »:..>>?  \  .'awjch-  ,,^.„    trn.'rn.  ir%  «rf.  5/ 

'*"'"■*'  I'f  hi*  ifanlrn.  147.    ha  amval 

I  ;.:a  -.1      -  .    Ma.  .r.  a!a  k-  Man.u-  ,..„^  ,^_   ^^  ,  .  .,r.iri!.uU*  to 


f   »■ 


f-.r-iiiC/    ::.       r-    i.**.f     a'..  ^::.r:.:  .-raf.r.  M.  g  i.  *^*»Srd 


ii-;«ri  al   Nr«  llaven.  1%*; 

/  :ir    t«rrr.    :i   ■  a  r  .  f  :J.r    ;  ■  •■  !■.,    j::.    l*s..«»7fn   mrmtvff  cl 

V  I"  •  •     *•-  k  an  rh.^>«>;'hK  a]  Vjcwtr.  ^t 

(  a  .    '  •■      I     1       \-  !    .-.r.    :  ::  4                              t.    ;.     (...k*   •■!.   74.     buiUi  • 

(  i«   ■■•    \a  '.-      •  \i'.    an*!   Hurr.    i«;.    buukar't 

F'^i'-'a.  <  --••.»:.  •.  ■'■*".  .  ,4    j;7,  jj^^    l*vir» 

Fr-irral  ;a::>.  >  .r:*..^:    *  •  :  K^«r%.     jdil,     ca;«cilj    lav 
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Bi^^i   ' 

The  xtJunlary  law  of  Nsiioiu  ti  m  intrinncany 

obligatory  ai  ilw  nrcnury  law;  which  m- 

S^"- 

joini  iu  ob»enfan«. 
Naiiont    arr    undtr    no    kind*   of  obligation 

itttrrnal  and  rxirrnal     (hr  imr  founded  on 

the  nrcewary  the  mhtr  nn  the  voluntary 

law  of  nationi. 

6. 

By  the  necewar)'.  the  party  making  an  unjun 

war  acquitei  in  foro  conKicniiae  ik>  rifcht. 

and  ii  bound  in  foro  contcieniiae  to  make 

reniluiion  fot  all  damage!- 

BSLtU""    7 

But  by  the  voluntary  law  the  pany  in  the  wroog 

ha*  equal  rigbia  with  the  pady  in  the  right ; 

and  the  cfTccu  of  wai  on  both  udcs  ate  ihe 

" 

Mine. 

n  ,  r^  n*  t 

■••"Om* 

Lrt.a.rjtj     8. 

And  ihii  ia  the  Caae  by  the  better  opinion  in 

^            *^ 

wars  not  Krfnnn  aa  wdl  u  in   lolcmn 

rttrrv- 

war» 

■■riMi  ■  v<i  1  r. 

fT"— '-■ 

SSI  re  v^. 

r    M-MIM 

'»■'«  '>•"■■ 

arc  arbitrary*. 

2i?C"l 

i:reat   pan*   of  the   umr   rmpire   a*   be- 

iwrrn  rwu  litdr pendent  nalintu. 

IM  tat   LJk  II  M  1 

•h      lit 

The  general  priipnaitioo  of  the  |mi  Mh  ■•  that 

"ea    quae    ab    hnaibu*   C'apimtu    itatini 
jUte  genuum  noMta  lunt. 

C.r^K«, 

f=:-i'i.r  ;„ 

4S0 
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I"*:   ft   v;.   h"     !.i  :••    f -r   rit''*— .!'•»;. 
:i4.    Ji!!»-.  I-    '.'.'■    I^'.iVr.     .\^     !•  .; 
jTr*-:  f :  !  ..f.  ;  .     .r    !   Mr-    K*  ■■       '-. 
<".   \AK*-^  '.'•.'■  •  ■  ■  !•  ■      I..  ".   ■■ 

%!•■:•■,  4 -■•  .  I.I.  .'a  \  "  r  ..  /..•■; 
I'f.  .•;;.  »•.'»  .'  ■  .  "  ^.  i  .■  .:.■■» 
Mr-    h'r.r-;.   ■   \::.    .;.:<.-,*    •  .i      w!''! 

■       ■«V-  B^  k  -  Ik    •!  li"  l'v'.Vi*.' 

I     .  ti".   •-      f    r       ur?.i.'     a:ti  r    ..1  .r 
I .  •     \-.   \     :  ■. •    .*  ■      :  ;  . 
lU:    .  •■  v.      A  111".  .■  '.      J-  .      -;.!»-. 

Ha"  .:•.::.    \    .••  .,  .1     ;-,    ,  ;:w 

llav  1.!  ■•:.   !■  ...M'-    :..    .:      .-*     :    ~.    "   '^ 

I*  I    I     ■         I    ■   '  «   ■  * 

ic;.  I  ;,j-.i.  :■  •    :.  I    7        i    ■        r   .  •. 
R-.r:   !•,#  ■    :       •     .^j.    ■     .1 
lifs"  ■  •;  r  J*   a   ■    .■       .  ■       '  ■      .-.  '      \: 
K\  t  ira-  >■'  .  .*■  ■■  r 

j.'T.    j; :  !   .!»:•'.    s    .-.•»•■  ' 

fi  i-  •    :  M   •  •  -•    :  ■        -i''  ■  •  ■  r  4    ' 
U.i  *  .   ^-  .-.      J  .■    ■.  :    \  :  :r.    V  : 
■..rifr^   h-  •     -ri    I'f..    ■.    :      k  •    !■»    N'.' 

llav    :■    ■      '  I     ■      \      :         :    - 


.   < 


Ma:      •    •      ' 

Hj'-     •   ■     I      .  .■     ;      .-      .::..•      .  .    :. 

i-.^.  i.      4  ■■    ■  »:  •       ■■         :    • 

Ma-      ''        I  •      :      i:  ;    •.  .;; 

Ha-      ■        "A     .1  .        J.- 

Hjv  --  •     V    ^.i*  ■  .7 

lla' .  .»•      '  ;■  ■      !•  k:'«-  ■  :•  "j 

M.i       ■    ■       .: 
/jf  .':■    •  .    ,-    V  ■     .-J 

n   •  •  •  ,'  : 

W     A  K    Im     :    !••     ,-     -1?     ■•       \  * 

W    *  •      y  u.    •   ■  ■  ••    ■     lia-   .  \   •  .1  ■   .! 

\\     •  .  ■    V.  .'       •  ■       -      .•:4 


■1.     '  » 

I  ...  I- 

'  I 

I  ■    • 


•  •  t 


.'  .     ...     »r?"  '^ 


krv  .' ;ii .    J"?.     u!jIi.'«-%     ll^rr..^:!^.  ft 

j.irr.rl,   Mjiljir::r.   C5.  n:*.*r;f-»  B.r?.   t" 
K»-M.  j^r.r-.  (  har-.i  r!i«.r.  g;.    17^^    1;/. 

2' :.  i5« 

K.-,f    K  .i  .V   i;..   J'-.  j'Ji.    saA.  _V4^. 

Kv.  t.  11  .Rh.   I>r  .   ji 

I    I     I   i.rrrr.     av^     J4«.    34'..     a47.     f4» 

•   ..ir**   1-iT.    <  »  -r   .!.-     J47.    &rt:rr   •. 
I.    ..^  M.l-»:.r    i4- 

I.i-    '    I     !   "r!.  t .  ..r.  •    r    {1 -c    fr.i,  JC7 
I-i*  ■■•  »•    '   .'..ri   J-..»:j.r.   r*«jrT»i«t  -S* 

J-    •  .I'.r    if,  :  ^'■ 
l-i  .•'•■    .    If'*'-*.    i:r:;-ri*  T«l   i*.   T  >•▼• 

'I    I-  •  ■•■■r  .    I' 

I-i-?*-'    .  I    •■•  .  x*.  ':.  24:.  34<.  J^'7 

lu  ./  .'      1 1  .1    -Ir.   J  :'j 

l^'-.  i  'A-'.r\.  S\a]  'T  i  trr.rrml.  r;g.  ** 
I^»-.    !lr'.:%.    ^4 

I*   ••.»■•■,  -.1    I  f«»'.i\rr-.f  ^f ,  ra*r  '  i    :•■, 

I.Irra'l.   Maj.ir.  *•■  hurr-.   j*© 

1^     k  ■* .     Ifrrv.*^.     ttfrk*    !»■     Pur' 

l^<.:r.  1-  hi  Mi<  Kftri.  >*i«f«ir«  ha 
{ J 

\.rw  r    Vr'.rr.   1  2 

Ir,.T    k4.  hrl.  : 

|r.i-..    \!    'ifa-.  I  ifrrrml.  117 

■  l..'*-"\  !!*;..■•  ji 

I  .'  rjr-. .     HAn:r1<>r    %.    7? 

I.  ■      >:.     \*^jihA-  .    •  h^H'^nfffvl.    37^ 

l.iM   *'i    MAr*;i2|i>r.\   «ritirc«,  6s. 

I.i.;-r*t  .r..  Ht'm  kh>  iw.   1^4.   j«** 

I.].;rirk!  "..  ('hir.rlHir     J44 

l.:w,'|f«:>  'V  ihr    iSr«r?T    IrtitraJ  r«av. 

4' 
I,i%i-r**  •"    ^^  ■    -AT.  If  rrrnnr.  f^  I ji, 

U«l^^    »••".'«'<**■<.  I.  g^ 
I*  '..It  \\  I     .1    >,7 
l>  ^i»   !■'....;  ;*■.   j^g 

M  t     -•  ■•..    T.  h-     ;;< 

M  :  »•    -ifi!..     \'r«ar.J#T     fl.    1^ 

M  >  .•  ■»  4-  ?  Ki^avf    I*  K 

^!  M-''%.    JAr-r*      -41      ^;      »PC. 

M   lav.   l^iut%,  «Ti*r»  111  1^  Fb 
J4* 
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Every  ttcaiy  of  Pnra  includes  in   Amauitj 
F.'fTfit  ot  virtual 


Th«  Conrention  of  Nfw  Vork  dort  no«  prrrend 

C^- 1"  "  to  give  validity  to  the  »it  of  Independence 

but  inertly  lo  ipprove  ii. 
Anuti  !•»  •«  The  United  State*  ate  known  in  the  Conitiiu- 

bon. 

excluiively 
v*  AfMk  «».  Confntt  by  ihe  Confedrratiun  resetve  A  all  the 

powcis  (if  War  pravc  &  1  iraly 
VIM  H  iC  t  I  •■  The  pmperry  of  all  thr  Individual*  of  a  State  i* 

***  '"  ihepropetiy  of  the  Suie  ittclf  in  rrgatd  10 

other  Nation!. 

Thit  ia  what  i*  called  the  righi  of 
Eminent  dotnain. 
thw«»  <4  j«b-  In  ihcor)'  one  iuii»n  hat  no  right  to  alter  ike 

^'*'"  ^  *'  cenetal  law  of  natioiu. 

^Mftn  iii.n*  *  _ 

RULES  OF  CONSTRUCTION  OF 
STATUTES 

iC^jJu^  r  n»  A  Statute  against  Law  and  reason  etpecially  if 

1  *■  fc      ""*    '  a  private  Statute  11  *o«d. 

•■  MM   Ml  ttnm  Siatutn  air  10  he  cnnitrurd  b%  the  rule*  of  the 

nitfMM>h«i  cinnmiiti  law. 

«(^  rur  u»—  And  il  agaimt  the  frnna!  p'Ji-  y  of  the  ntmrrxin 

■  ii*»rT   "'       '  law    air    10    l>c    ^unlifnJ  .    .    .  and    •':'>• 

nr»r^t'i'*i'\'*  tnitltJ  by  if. 

USTni^iiJiJ  Eapecially  if  tht  frw.iiitint  »rr  fmtfal'm  whuh 

V£t*iV  iZ  1 1*!  '^•*  »"'«»" »u<ii«»«   tn*%   be  made   afamit 

t*»  «"  I"  '•!  tkf  Irrt/f  %ti  the  Statute  to  render  it  agrte- 

%^    '           "  able  to  naiuiat  juuke. 

pr 

Manv  ihinjc*  within  the  letitr  nf  a  Staiwlr  are 
n«>t  within  in  etjuity  and  tfv  t-n-iu. 

L«w«  giving  remedy  where  there  wa«  iwmr 
befiMcate  to  t>ecun«Turdctr*ctly.   (-^^ 


Kf*|CiiM*i 


4S2 


INDKX 


rallr\ra*«1.    (Harlr.    M.iiirii  r.     ;j.    ; :. 
7^.  J«|.  : -^j.  ."s-.  :;''•.  i^'j.   ;   7.   ;ig 
":lk!!r'-.i-  .   I  1  !:i  h    -,: 
:.:*.  ■'•     t  ..  ,.  r.   :..f 

•  m  "jll'l  .,;»-.   ill-.    I  4i 

ria'.v.    .!.»>'.    "7 

I  1.       IN'"".!,       I         ».       a       _,       «.I 


■  .li  .ri-  :•.  •"■  ■■:■'    \:"-  ■  I-  .  I?  I 
r.jt'i!    '^'j'r-.    r.^i  r:..i.   i::-*--; 


■?.N   in, 


Van    Nrss.  W     I'  .   Il  .v".     .      ;   !.    .-   . 

Van    krr:«   •!»••.   •   .i'*  .i'  '  •■      j: 

Varii  k.  K..  *  jrl.  <  ■        -..1^1.  i"'-.  -■■  K. 


Vr»;  ..I-     K    <  I 


I'-.    .1 

■k  M.I ••.  I  ,•'• 


\\.n!- Worth.  Jimc-H.  4^ 

\V.ilkir.  ».  Caj.fai').  nK,  \:\. 

\\ar\  IN     I     V    Hr.^.i  i!r.   ;«. 

W.i^Jiiim;:  .ri.  <  if'-'if    ;'•.  ^4   v*   S<^   1  •  ; 
I  :j.  I .' ;.  I  i*^.  I  iij.  >^     ;c  7.  ;: '     «-a* 
Ila"  i.'l«.-',  !■»  I'lrja'r  ii-lrnl  •■•■■     .-••r 
;ii     .iVf  r"|-t\  !..  rr.f-.rir  ;Tra:i      .'v- 
i    .'t    ■-  :i-lrnir  i«ilh  l!a—::l!  .•"  •   ^*-  ■ 

V  ^•  I  AfrnkrW   \t!»!rr*N.  ^^,  ^/      .*■ 

li-.rr    n    r!iMi»»ali!i«-*.    ,;?      j  ■■•    '•• 
ilj"-.>ll«in  Mafiif  (•rf-.r'al,     a:     1^-' 
^^f■.   \'!'!rr>.«,  >4,  Ha"  ..!.  n  v  .r*  r- • 
J'l.    .•'•-•.    j''i;   rrUii.  ■;»    *i;h   ll«- 
I-?'.     ;'■  ,    hra>!-|-v;jrif r^    a!    \!  •••.» 
!    '■•■.   i.'i.  \jrr  «)<.«k^  •'.«;arac-  *• 
•  ■1        ■:  •.    ■«  I  i.j  If-     M.  r»- .  »    S  • .  w    »■■ 
If      i-!i  !}*hiA.    .14    i»Fr^  ■  •*    \    rt   •■"* 
tr        .  .r.    .:.*.    j-'i'-ii.    i!:".-.rT   r*r*    ** 
t   ■   .    :!  I     :■'*'.•  h  '••»..  Km.  :  ic 

W.i  ^.  '  K'    '  ■  M«"f.a.  17    ;H 

\\  .  ■»  r       (   '.a'.r*.   J'-;,   J74 

\\        .        «  »  '•    .  J|i 

\\     ..  .|'.«»    ".rr.  J  ;  J.  ^-7.  .-71.  4-:*    4-7 
4    -.   4-        ;:• 


I.I   I  II  k^ 


ll.ii  r  '.     ■  ■  ;       It    •'.      .  ^" .      N'  k*' '.  .1 

4  '   . :   '  .      '      . : .    :  ;  . :  .    « •  ■ .  1  •  •    • 

1  •■•  •»•'    »    ."  :    ■■.    ;        \  «  i.r     ■  r   C  • .. 

jr  '     .       K    .- :    W       I-      < .   •  *  •  . 

i'  .      \  »  i.i".':i  r  M.I"-  I  ..-•a- 

f-  ■•'.    M.i':   .■    -..    ;     : ;     ;;     :  .  ,     t  ;;. 

I,  ■•  ••^         !*•  ■•*  •■#  •■* 

If  I  I  *»■■■«,       «-|. 

;■  -•.     :-■■       . ;         ;;.-.     .  ■  ■         i  j 

^;        Ja'-  ••■      M.I  ■     ■    ■  .      ■<        la-  •  ■ 
Ml     :  •   •  .    !•      •     !•     :     Ml       ■   •: 
ii;      I    ^.•■.    lat     .';     k  .1  -•   K  ■  /     ,*. 
3i:.    .  •.     I-»:  1^'  '"f.   !  I ..    T    :  •    I  .1  . 
r.  ■    .  Mf  •  ?\     \j'-.    ;?        K.?'^ 

I  .  .•  ■  :;.  1.1-  •  M-  M' '  •\  :  .  . 
k  ■  .1'  !  f.  M».i  •• .  -•  •  .' :  • .  .:  : 
I ,    ...•■..'     \!   •-         .-  ■      I        '•  . 

r  » ■  •    /   r     I  •  .  ■  ■  •  <  r    ft    . 

■  i"            J'  ■  ■  ••      "  I  •  ■   ■■ 

^-  .■     t.     .- -      1  •-  ■  ■ 

.■■  ■    t  J    .  I  .  ■. 

■  .■  J     :  .  .■     ■ 

'    .  ■    ■  •       .  :     K.    '  -  ■ ' 
I  :        \-    ■       .     W  I.  .: 

•      •  •  •  »    •        • 

:  .       N!  ir*     »  \S  »  ■      ,•■•.•■• 


•         «         ■     ■  « 


■» 
i     L   : 


I       ■      •       1  ;      »#     \\         4 ■ 

\      ■  ,     .       .     . 


^' .  57.  ««i.  rc.  f/..  I'  I.  ::<    ?.;;.  >,  • 

•  !.  ;  ^«  ;-.  I»r:ar  .  r\  .  I  C;    W.    J—  !».#•• 
-•7:.  I  .!>■■  U:».?P..  J7C.  k'^— t-z-i  U 
ii.f;    ••   •■!•■•:.     :'•       \iriar>tir-    M*'~ 
i'  '''i;.^.     I  ;     Jar?jr»    II*-    :^ 

t       1'^  ...:•      Ila-    '■    r.      .-i*        lit.  ,f 

M     *'      .  .'■<     l-llj.r!"r     14'      \\j^ 

1-4 „•■ !       I'  :.        \-  t '.      la  .T-* 

.-(.      M«-?'-.a".      \j-     k    »        -.  i:      I .  ■   ."• 

.;•  MfM  I-#^.?4  k  *«-i  R  1  • 
s  i?  t- -.  .■".1  :4i.  ]*•■•«**  %l.  !l»-  ^ 
:j.  :|4.  J'l.  i*  *  K»ha-'  K 
M'  a  '•■    ;  ■■.  2:  :     \  >  •  "■•r  "V  N  a     -^ 


i. 


W.    va-      \   ••»•       ;m       ki 


M*      '    k  .  h«'    •  ^l.' r.     ■.•';.    1*^      :-; 
r»..    ;■   s.  r...     -      J  :.^     ;  yt,    ,*^    -vx 

-'"■■      .'  r.  't  *.     i>"       m     ■  ;-. 

^  r'  a:  >  .  k    IK  '      K'     M««'  I---J* 
I      .  a'l.    .•'.*.       .-c      i".n.*pr  UavJlxc 
•    •      •-.■*■  J  ::• 

'.'•.•»\:     I'm    ?••    ^^HlMft    !*•     \rt 
a-   *•■•  Ma—'.  !  .n.    .•/    iii     •7v     I    J* 
'■  ••     Mj-    .  '  .        j%?.    j»  :.     ji*      ;:*. 
;  : '      :  ;  :      i    -     41?     I  j-aa *^* * 
i.      I  ■   Ir-r— .^^  ^•i.. 


\ 


1 


APPENDIX  H  467 

This  would  rradrr  in  Nugatory 

An«:   No  ubj«lH*fl  if  it  did. 

But  'twould  not. 

Court  here  nrcd  only  pay  BRITISH  tubjccu 

mil  includEd 
Mi)(ht  nil)  operate  af>ain*t  out  own  citiuns 

Act  would  ttill  anrwrr  irveiat  putpoart 
To  ([ive  Rmtcdy  af;aii»l 
A»i{;nrc*  of  llcMiien 
For  fcXECL'TORS  for  injurict  to  re»l  pro|>- 

tny 
AGAINST  KXKCUTORS  foi  Inj.  both  to  ml 

t?  prrMnal. 
IMAGINATION  mu«l  influence 
Note  bw  rctpminK  taking  oath  of  allqpancc  to 

commence  a  luil. 
Charter  of  New  Ytirit  hold*  plea*  real,  perianal 

Af  mixed  a*  fullv  a»  any  Coun  uf  trcotd  t4 

ii   B.  or  Colony  of  New  York 
Never  con*trued   to  extend   to  grantiitg   New 

inalt.  etc. 
CY)NSTITl   I  K)N  even  male  Inhabitant 
IN  l-AW  ai  in  RcliRton,  Lctici*  &c. 

CERTAINTY"  i>f  the  act   in   vam  rontntded 

for 

Phraw  "Mibtary  otdct"  vajcuc 

Nut  patapon  ufc  Conduct  panJr 
Permiuiot)  to  occupy 

Out  juMifiraiion  i*  public  enemy 
hiring  houae  for  «aluc  Conf 

But  the  great et  impbea  the  lr»— — 
This  if  teaHMiinc  by  £<|uity 

We  claim  benefit  of  posirrior  law 
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L.     Internal  like  fililigation  ti>  pay  a  debt  barred  by 
Statute  ol  limitatif>n«. 
Or  to  i>b&rr\c  Parol  a^rrrmcnl  not  bindini:  Sc 
liaud 

M.      R\   natural,  parry  in  thr  wr4»nf»  acquim  rK> 
rights  in  War 
liv  thr  voluntar\  Ixith  partir«  equal  ti|*ht« 

Krtriii  on  b«»th  %idri  tame 
Thr     Kiiir    h»\    dilfrrrnt    oliiritt      IVacr    ol 
NjiiiiMH  %riunt\  nl  purihaftci 
\i  Lnii\%li-|;rd    uiii\ri«alU    ihiiuf»hi    and    ti- 
frirrit  piini 
Sornr  a%iril>in^  ?•>  a  p<i%iri\r  law 

I  am  C'onM-nt  m  making  peace 
Nri-r\Mr\   irur  Kuir 
MKNC'K    luMiir    «ir    Iniubticr   of   the    war — 
makes  Mil  ditf 
N.     ()bic-«.ti«in  fhis  not  a  Si^Irmn  war 

AnsMrr  h\  ihr  best  opmnmi  6c  PractKe  do 
ilitl 
Datr  K\nkrr  Srrocik* 

But  thr  War  brtwrrn  (Mi.  Ac  l*  S.  wai  a  tolcnui 
war 

Formalirirs  arbitrary 
Ait  of  I'arliarncnr  jurhofi/mi;  hivfttilitiet 
Drilarjiii'M  «it  Ind    jilmir%  oprn  War 
C'onKriHs    b\    a    formal    rrviluti«in    authocuet 
ai:air:N(   litifi^h 

<).     2.  <)b|rttiiin  lui  war  lictwrcn  Indrpcnd     Na- 

1  J.  tiling 

r  i*^  obiri'tiiiii  nut  pNKS  in  our  M«iuThft 

I'uMu'  A\ts  mntradiit      claim  %ancr>i.i<i 
lie  St  iipini«in%  lo  thr  iiinrrar% 

\  <  »i'i  ... 

IV     Srarr  I't   Niw    ^'nrk   hat  ri«i  C^ummun  law  vi 

-\r:sMc;   I      I  his  result  lri>m  Inn    Law 

z    <  )iir   t  ••nstitutiiin  adt'pf  conuDoe 


luA 


{      I  h(    \  r-.ircii  Stjfrft  hasr  icmnXtj 
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?Sjr  *■  ■**      Q      Ea  quae  &  true  rule:  Molloy:  PUaJ 
r.UAT  INQU1BV  Movcibin  for  rvcr 

r»  Immoveablcx     Ac     fniin    dunnc    poMcwion: 

*^  ROMANS  5 

No  Precedent  of  >n  Aition 

—Reconcile  Authon ■ 

Common  law:    PnioneT:    Real  property 

— Prove*  that  iunice  at  injiuiice  not 
cuniiderca 
For  the  Civil  law  of  every  Country  prounws 
in  SoverriKn  in  the  right 
R.     Objection ;     Vatd   layi   pn>perty   of  inimovc* 
able*  not  complete  till  peace 
T^n  meant  full  ii|;hi  tk  domain  to  alien*. 
S.      Ponliminum  what  ? 

Regulates    ti|;hu   of  Natirr*   within 

it>elf 
fla*  nothing  to  do  with  claim  of  dam- 
age.. 
Right*  of  contending  paniei  ut  neu- 
tral natiiin*. 
OBSnv  ^c  law*  of  war  permit  the  Conqueror  to  take 

all  the  prufiii  of  the  land 

to  which   right   in   practice  hat  (uc- 

ceeded 
Contribution. 
But  moft   mitigated    hottiliiy   permit    making 

utc  of  drterted  property 

com  ~~^ 

The  enemy  having  exerctted  ihtt  right  thnnigh 
Dcf.  he  caniKit  be  aniweiaUe 


T.    Nor  ran  it  be  done  without  a  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  peace. 
S^liich  include*  .Amncnjr 

Objecl:  Cbngren  had  no  right 

Aniwer  Then  Cong  ruxhing 

But  Congte«t  hid  a  right 

Our  Su«eteifrnty  began  by  a  Federal  act 

— Externally  ram*  only  in  the  t'ninn 
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Dcclar  of  IncI:  which  if  prND.*  conttinninn 
of  t-ach  Stair  attcrift  the  I'owrr  i»f  Con- 
gress to  lex-y  uar  £*jnAuJe  pra^e^  ionfrd.  r 
nil  tarn  ft 
I'r.rr  •.»«•  r  II  Nrw  York  Convention  approves.  n«iC  authcnfi- 

catrs  Con)»rr^s.  this  had  in  facf  cumpl'tr 
S4J\crripntv 
A^  *^  -    I'ni'in  know  in  ihr  C*onstirutiun. 

Aki  l\  ^'onp    thou  AhriK*"  lra\rs  Confer rss  full  pom rr« 

(»f  War  IVarr  and   I  rcatv 

P(>\VFK  of  rnakinf*   IVair  implin  pciwrr  ot 

making  ctuiiiitions 

'*  Lt-x  rsi  i-iiicuni|ur  ali(|ui«  aliquid  conccdit 
I'oni'tdrrr  \id(-tur  it  id  sine  quo  rrs  ipsa 
tffc  Hon  piiluit**  1^  C«ikc  52 

D<H-s  not  imliidr  piiwrr  of  di^mrinhrrnicfit 
hill  o|  making  ail  nav^inahlr  condiiit<i« 

And  v%iih<>ut  rrniissimi  of  damafsrt,  war  cun- 
tiniirs 

o     How  ^:i^t  a^*av  iichis  nf  CITIZKNS  OF  \E\k- 
YORK 

An«.  l'iti/rn«  pa\r  ihrm  that  power. 
|tii  14  Thf  i'liwrr  loo  rtsults  from  the  Eminent  dfv 

main 
IIcMi'r  iniiirv  fn>m  the  (lovemment  authori/r« 

takint:  the  propritv  of  innocent  suhimi 
llrnic*  iljini  f>f  damacc^  t(ir  Injuries  to  Indi- 
\idiials  IS  in  fhr  Puhlic 
I'-.  'rho\r   IniiiruA  only  f<irp\cn  which  irr  in  re- 

larii>n  t«»  the  war — 
Relaritin%hip  to  the  War  consists  in  the  Capture 
ol  the  I  ir\. 

I  js(U  ir  \«iiuld  he  a  hreach  of  the  Confrdcra- 

i'l'M^rrw  ha\r  made  a  trratv 
\  hfjih  lit  that  would  he  a  breach  of  ikcir 

ciifi^nruri'tnal  authority 
pnuir-*    I  rr  jr\   I  rt:i%lali%e. 
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Sormiicn  aitihotiiy  msy  violsir  Trraiin 
~B<>l<i  (truund  admh*  iht  Inicniion 
Bui  wilhtn.  Each  State  ha*  U"  »uch  pawn 
Marine  dclccattd  (h«  manit^mrni  of  iti  far- 

<i(;n  cnncemt  I"  tVinpit** 
To  *Hom  jlofie  thf  con«idrraiinn  ofihcM,  it»- 

vjti  of  State  bc((in);« 
As  Ncll  a  County  may  alter  the  lawt  at  tbe 

State  ai  the  Siai«  thow  of  the  Confederal 

It  ha>  bcrn  uid  I.cf;;i«latun;  may  altct  lawt  of 

Naii-mi 
N.rt  Hue  m  th«««r)' 
tluiiiplc  (if  Ramaotti  bill,  nixhin^  in  the  put- 

pu»c. 
if  *urh  ■  power  6rm  nnt  in  out  GoTcmmcnt 

'til  in  C'in|;rcM. 
Accetiitm  to  Conf    «n«  act  of  l.e)rulaiurc  why 

mav  not  another  an  alict  ii  f 
UNKJN  pieexMrtI 
Act  of  accmion  mit  a  law  but  a  CONTRACT 

whKh  one  part  rannot  retraie  luelf  froni 
One  pxi  1.1  an  F_nipire  may  dikmcmber  Htdf, 
Hilt  thit  siipp<4ci  (litxilution  uf  the  Otif;inal 

Wliili-   C'oiiird:    txisti  its  cons     Autho:  para- 
Hut  hM«   art  thf    inXlK.S  II.  Jr.ulr' 
A. I-     r..iu     nn.-m  InJ      I'o^tt  ,.nK   m  prize 

.juM'sin^ll.xh.iv 
jiuli;'  •.    ri|    rai  I1    Sijtr    itiuvt    nl    nrieimv    be 

MJ.li:ri,<.Hmi..lStatr* 
And  rlu   L«  nf.j.h  Sij>c  mux  iJ..,.t  the  U«i 


w  uC  fiiitid   Stjtci  mun 

rd'.l   I  re      '.f..nr  Staler 

..t  Itnt.J  Siat.s 

itiiird  r.i  SiJiiii  n>getKer! 

ikofCucro 


r 
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tliir:.!  r  n  thr  aHairx  nf  iilhrr  RAIr^.«, 
>;.  thr  rA''.\  {-criiaiii  a!  ;  ^M*iAi»«i    4. 

4^1 

f  rvrr.  \ri!><«.  ir;  rhiUitr!- h^,  2»\tt  vf 

■•rir].!,.'lhr.  j; 
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'  C.  451. 

f-.ir.rral  nf  llanuUnn.  401^. 
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«irrr!.  I  •\r..*»x.ii  <ha:lr«.  1*15,    ^e?.  3 1 1, 

<  ••■•  •i^'-  !?-.r   ^r^  iin«f .  t!r^rviitkA  i4  lt« 

;->r:rj!!  t  \  thr  (Mlrinlt.  .'4 
limr^   :}.r   1  hinl.  «lAtur  i4,  Uirr.  tVi«B. 

I  ?' 

(iiir^   acaiks    iiamiltiA   in  ibr  Scaair. 

« i.in!  .'J   \\  .:.ia:r.,  thr  KrwrmS.  jf« 
it'irr.    ('?tf i»t«';ihrr,    (fiRimaMMAcr     m 

Ij  ••'.  -..  i'4 
(ira.'.iT'-.  !hr.    ;4.<i.   X$0.  404.  414.    rt«C  t^ 

»■...■:.•.!{    !h*-.    144;    Mr   At    iSr.    ^. 

|{a?:-il:i>;.«  if    *«:   I^iril  fi.  tt 
( f 'rr !. r.  Na'har.ir  I.  C'trfkrraJ.  2(«     IIasw 

il!'i'i  hrliM  ht«  «kilii«,  J53. 
lirrrr  !raf.   Jani«^%.    {14 
1  frrr.\i!lr,  I^ifi!.  ji^ 


ifa".:l!'n.     Mrtancirr,    a^ncnl 

tr^%  -f.    4.'.     atrr^u  n-rtirfrat  lev. 

I'/     a;!a  knM  V  ( liln  in  SctiAir    »*  t. 

a:  !:i-»s*-^  hI  i-trri*  ai  King'*  ('. 

.';.  a<lr  :ra:!\  |>rac!j*  r  i4  ifjt . 

Mr*     Wa^K:' X!"*^.    47.     •! 

|>a!h\    «;'.h  ( trral    Britain, 

!  .:i>r.  ■  f.  cj.    AriErlha  CVunh 

rri;ar<l.'.(    la^'%    l'ra!«,    J91. 

I 'a;i*    Irri'lrtM  ir^  i4    (J. 

•  f  hi*  cariirr.  :4;     h»  amvai 

t   r..   ^r.   a«  a  1  ■•r.triS'Ulitf   In 

j*T^.  '4.  «*  a  >?:rT  wrrsn.  7^    ■• 

i-ra;  -r.ri.tji.  a^va  la'rd  «if^  B«rT 

I    .*1.    ;:*«    a'*ar  ki  u{bA.  «e 

I    .ifi   at    \rm   lta«rn.    1^7; 

T  -.    ;■:.    l*^    -rr*    mrint«r  <4 

liar.  l'h.j>>«>>;-hM  aJ  SjrirfT.  Qff. 
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;i'.    an'1   liurr.    1(7.     buufttr'i 
.4    j;;.   2i*«.    t*viri  kaad.   >#ol 
^U^ri,     yJ^,     ca(j*uiy    lor 
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4- 

The  voluntary  law  of  Nation!  i«  ai  intrinitcally 
obligxofy  ai  ihc  nrccsuty  law;  which  cti- 
joint  its  obiervance, 

Nationt  arc  under  two  kind*  of  ot>tif;aiion 
inltrnal  and  tstrrnal  the  one  founded  on 
ihe  neceuar>'  the  whet  tjn  the  voluntary 

g/SlJ"^ 

6. 
7- 

law  of  nation.. 

By  the  nece«»ary.  the  paity  making  an  unjun 
war  acquire*  in  foro  contcicntiae  no  riffht, 
ind  u  bound  in  foro  coniocntiae  to  make 
restitution  for  all  damacet 

But  by  the  voluntary  law  the  parly  in  the  wrong 
ba»equal  rinht»with  the  patty  m  the  n^ht: 
and  the  eflccu  of  war  un  both  Mde«  are  the 
fame. 

f???""^* 

p'.Jir-- 

8. 

And  this  is  the  Case  by  (he  better  opinion  in 
wan   not   solemn  is  wdl   ai  in   solemn 

ffSW*" 

wars        ' 

Hf 

^  Vil  .  p.  Mt 

ETirc-v-. 

"■'i 

n 

arc  arbitrary. 

IM  IB   U.  tt  U  1 

Rtrat    parti   a{  the   lamr   rmpire   at   br- 
twcm  two  lnde|>eRdmi  njtvms 
The  ([eoeral  prt-pcmttKin  of  the  ft.'  krih  i*  that 
"ea    quar    ab    hixtibui    C'apimus   Malim 

jute  gentium  nuuia  luni. 

L 
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Bviv<dtr«iit  Every  tr«acy  of   Peace  induda  an   Amntiij 

f"^  a  i"  C  «  Exprni  or  virtual 

V^  riima^  d  The  Convmiion  of  New  Yorit  doet  not  prereiMl 

•^■^  '  "  to  give  validity  to  the  act  of  liwJependmce 

but  merely  to  approve  it. 
^ft^m^  ••  The  United  Satea  arc  known  in  the  Conuitu- 

don. 

exclusively 
\'^  Ai«ib  «B.  Congmi  by  the  Confederation  mervc  A  a||  the 

poweri  of  War  peace  &   I  rraty 
vwi  p  1  Ci  I  •■  The  propcny  of  all  the  Individual!  uf  a  Stair  it 

"*  the  property  of  the  State  ii»clf  tn  rr|;ard  10 

other  Natioiu. 

Thii  ii  <*har  u  called  the  ri|:hi  of 
Eminent  domain. 
Bh_<*  rf  jmff  In  thcor)'  one  nation  hat  i>o  ri^hi  to  alter  the 

^  eeneral  law  of  nationi. 

RULES  OF  a)NSTRUCTION  OF 
STATUTF.S 

|*jj^^  '  '"»  ^  Statute  againiT  Law  and  leaton  opcvially  if 

■  ^h  a  private  Statute  ii  vuid. 

M  Md   1*1  Bm>«  Statute*  ate  tn  he  conitrued  bv  the  tuln  of  the 

^  •»•  M>  „.mnu.n  law. 

ta*  THb  UiwH.  And  if  a);-*'""  xhe  frnf^  fJf  r  of  the  comirvn 

■  ■>*tT  '*'       '  law    ate    10    be    tualtfuJ  .  .   .  and    a-n- 
KTCi'i'^'c'-;:                        tnnJ'J  by  it. 

mfTTiirfi'iV*  Especially  if  thc^fM-itrititf  «rr  j|rq^a/ in  whi>  h 

tjjm  ."  Jj  •!'.  **'•  CHtiuruciitm   may   be   made   afaiH<t 

t£Z  'jt ""  '"  »  '*'  '*""  **'  '*"  Siarme  to  render  it  a|>rre- 

't  able  to  naluial  jtutice. 

rr 

Many  thtnp  within  the  letter  of  a  Statute  arc 
not  wiihm  ii«  equity  aiwl  tr.f  vf*t». 

Lawi  fym%.  lemedv  where  there  wii  rtonr 
before  ate  tn  be  conwiuedtinnly    (-^ 
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1-4.    n     T  ir    •»!*!.!• 


I    ■  :  ■  4  '  ir  ••: 


No  Starurr  shall  hr  rnn«frurd  so  at  ti»  be  incoD- 
\rnirnf  or  af*diin<t  rrjMtn. 

Scatiiri-s  III  hv  itinstrurd  acicir Jinf*  to  fhr  Inirn- 
rimi  ot  thr  I  r^itlaiuir.  whiih  intrnrkm  it 
III  |tr  a»('rrtjirH-d  hv  lupptiMnj:  ihc  framcri 
(•I  ihr  Ijw  ui%r  and  honi%l  and  iftrll  ac- 
ipiaintfd  wirh  all  ihr  nic  liti  of  thr  caftc  to 
l>r  d«rrrmiiiid  upi>n.  and  under  fhii  tup- 
pvisirimi  a%kin^ourir|\r%  nhar  could  he  th« 
iiiirnriiin  ntui^r,  hontftt  and  well  inlormcd 
iniii  in  this  partiiular  case  ' 

\id(-  Kxampirs  tmm  V.  1^  to  Paf>r  |K. 
Cclihratrd    instamr    of  law   c»t'    Bolof^na    NO 

INIKKPRKIMOR 
Statufr  (iloui'c»frr  hishont  Nr>r«iih  all  Btfth(»pt 

li«inhanir    C*a%r  X*^  C*(»kr   »r\rral   fttM^c 

rxamplrs  in  which  Statutes  ha\e  bcrn  aJ- 

|iidi!c-d  \nid. 

SIM  r  IK    OK    KRALDS   «ccuton    Ccm- 

tracts. 
STA'M    TK   dr   d(ini%   Kinr   ipia   jure   nullut 

I)iscf»ntinuancrs 
S'lX'iriKS  <i|    hankrupfcy      All   pcrtnnt   in 

autre  dr<iit  rxcrpted    r(»ntrar\  f»  wocdt  c4 

the  Statute  Jamei   i.  as  I>.   H.  ackncml* 

tdir»* 
SI  \  1 1   IK  i  »K  C;i.C  )l  VKSTKR  alKiuiMi  hr 

m 

luthrr  unless  hv  ft«in%  if 
I)\M\(iKS    dissuftc    Out    uf    Knin       ^i^m 

Ci*nvrnird  not  to  extend  to  tenant  by  act  o^ 

jrvihrf  (If  o|  law. 
S  I  \  I  r  IK  Mrs  r  ha\r  ftc\rral  ncrpviofM. 
MWiM  IM  XRVtrrspaw 
Arnrru  an  <  >thirr  in  <Juaiter»' 
Ariirii.  an  Wssris  i'apiurrd  at  Sra  in  hands  of 
N«  iitrals 

l'i»ndrmnati<fn  maket  no  itt 
(•rnnat  il<>\%r.  I'lintun  othcrwitc  Mate  of  War 

W  he  ;r  .si.'p  liiit  where  lawi  of  Natiam  map  WL, 
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1«7l 


Thn  would  tender  act  Nunaiury 

Ana.  No  objection  if  ii  did. 

Bui  '(Would  not. 

Court  buF  need  uoly  pay  BRITISft  luhjeca 

ni)i  irKludnl 
Might  idU  ofxntc  agiinM  our  own  niixeiw 

Art  wiiuld  itid  sniwcr  (crrrsi  purpo>ei 

To  ff\t  Remedy  a|^init 

Ani|i>ners  of  [kM-ricr* 

For  tXECt'TORS  fur  injuna  to  ml  prop* 

ertjr 
AGAINST  EXECVTORS  for  Inj.  both  id  real 

iff  penunji. 
IMAGINATION  mu«i  inffticncr 
Note  law  rrcpectinp  >aVin|[  oaih  of  allrgiann  to 

entnmencc  a  luit. 
Charter  nf  New  Vori  htdili  plea*  teat,  peraonal 

Ac  mixed  ai  fuUv  ai  tnv  <'<>urt  cf  rKorJ  of 

G.  B   r,%  Coi^y  <•*  New  \a,k 
Ne»eT  oin«Turd   Ki   eiimd   In  i;r3niin|>   New 

«uU.  «< 
f-a-  CONSiltl    iH>N  e^rrv  male  Inhabitant 

IN  I WV.,.  ,„  R,lii:...n.  LeticM  tec. 


I  IKl  \IMV  „f  ih,    1, 

,   ,n   >jm   en.™. 

F'lHj-  -Milii-Ti  ..iJ,.  • 

acur 

N..1  |-j.v|".rl  vjl.  r.in.liu 

patole 

!■■" .-.— ...|.. 

hiiirii:  h..uM    jliit  t\ 

rnfmy 
nt 

lluMi,,  c,r.,„impl,c.tl,r 

In, 

" ■•'>"nincl.l    N" 

'* 

\\  c  I  Ijim  Ixnclit  uf  (vntn 

ni)ts  CI. 
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L.     Internal  likr  ohltf>aiion  to  pay  a  debt  barred  by 
Suiute  of  limirati<mft. 
Or  III  cib«rr\c  I'aiol  aprrcmcnt  ncic  bindin|»  M 
iiaud 
M.      By  natural,  parry  in  the  «iri»nf»  acquirer  nr> 
ii^hi«  in  War 
|{\  thr  \c»luntar\  b«ifh  parties  n^ua I  ncbtt 

Krtri't«  (in  both  «idn  tame 
I  hr     Kiilr    ha^    diflrrrnt    obiriti      IVacr    ul 
Njtpins  sriurit^  flit  purihaM-t 
\i  Lridulrccd    uni\rr%all\    thi»u|;hf    and    ti- 
firrnt  prini 
Sonir  astriNini;  rn  a  p(»«iti\r  law 

laiit  l'«in%rnt  in  making  peace 
Nrir\\ir\    frur   Kuir 

MKNC'K    luMii  r    or    Iniufttiic   of  the   war — 
makcA  Ml  I  ilitf 

N.     f  )b|f'tti(in  thi%  rtot  a  Sulrmn  war 

-    Ansuc-r  h\  ihr  l>r»t  npinKini  6c  Practice  do 

Dair  Kvnkrr  Strnrik' 

But  thr  War  brtMrrnCi.B.  Ac  T  S  wata  lolcnui 
war 

Fornialitir«  arbitrarv 
Ait  of  I'arliarnrnr  jtith«>ii/in|>  hflittilitirt 
DrKJarjrmn  nf  InJ    jidmir«  oprn  War 
C'on^rc^^    h\    a    formal    rrvilutii«n    authonics 
j^jir.M   Biitivh 
< ).     2.  Oli]riti«in  no  war  l»ctwcrn  Indrpcnd     Na« 
,  ^  iiiin% 

I'  «•'  itbintiMM  Mtit  {:<MHi  in  our  \I>>urhi 

Tuhlit    jkfs  iiiniradut      claim  %anctKin 
Br\f  Mpinioni  to  thr  i(inrrar\ 

P.      Srjfr  i>f  \r\%    ^'dik   hj%  ri«i  Cotninoffi  law  ul 

-\r:«Mc:   i      I  hi«  rr^ult  lri*m  Inn    law 

2    <  ^.r   •  ••nwituth-n  adcpf  ciwrnnoa 

^      I  ^.f    I  t.]rr»i  Sratrft  ha^r  turmAlij 
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.TwJf  *"***      Q      Ej  quae  &  true  tule:  MiJtay:  PUaJ 
'^■CAT  IMQl'IKY  Moveable!  Tiir  ever 

Immcvcabka     tc     fniiti    durtni; 

ROMANS  ; 
No  Precwleni  of  an  Attion 

— ReconriU  Authun 

Common  law:    Ptwonrr:   Real  propcny 

— Pruvu  that  juiiicc  ur  injiuiicK 
cmiidcred 
For  the  Civil  law  of  eirery  Country 

iia  S<iverci|^  in  the  n|;)it 
Objection      Vairl  uya  nroprrty  nf 
abk*  niK  cumpltic  itll  peace 
Thia  meant  full  ri);ht  nf  domain  la 
Poailiminum  what  * 

Rrgubm    righta   of   Naiivva  withtn 

iiwlf 
Hai  nothing  to  d<t  with  ttaim  of  dam- 

RifCht*  of  contending  paiiie*  or  [Kt»- 
Iral  natiotu- 
The  tawi  nf  war  primit  the  C(>ni)urri>r  li>  talc 

all  the  prohrs  of  ihe  land : 

tu  which   tight   in   practice  hai  luc- 

cttdrd 
Contrihuii.-n. 
Bill   m"M   miticjirj    hiittiliiy   pctmii    making 


[  he  cnfmv  hiMnc  ruririifd  rhi*  right  thruugh 
IM   h.-.4>ui.>(l><-aniwcial.lc 


r       Nor  cjii  ii   l>r  (Jotir  without  a  tiulaliun  uf  the 
l,r.„..,   p„,c 

WhuhiiKluati  \mn™i 


4»      1 


I 


()|i|d.l:    ('on£ie»»  h.td  ni>  tight 

Aniwrr    lhrnl'iiri(;    nothing 

Hur  Congirti  hid  i  n^ht 

Our  Soxrrrjgnrv   hrgiri  hv  a  Kcdcril  a 


r 


4(x)  APPKNDIX  II 

DtcUr  of  Ind:  which  if  FrVD.'  conttinitinn 
of  each  Stale  asftcrti  ihr  Powrr  c»f'  Con- 
f^rrsK  to  lf\'y  ucir  cjftiluJe  pta^r,  ^'jntra.r 

I'r  «r«.'.r4i  r  If  Nrw  York  Cnnvrntiiyn  appmvrt.  not  authcnti- 

cairs  C\>n^rr%%.  this  had  in  fact  comphtr 

S«»\crfi^nrv 
"^  * '  rniiin  know  in  ihr  C*on»iiiuiicin. 

Aki  i\  C*on(»    thou  Ahti^*"  lra\r«  C'ongrrsi  full  powers 

of  \\jir  IVacr  and   I  rratv 
I'OWKK   i*f  making   Peace  implirs  puvrrr  nl 
nuking  I'oiiiliitoii^ 
'*  l.i'X  rsi   ciiicun<|ur   alif|ui«  aliquid   concrdtt 

concrdrrr  vidcfiir  cl  id  tine  quo  m  ipta 

rfTr  Hon  p<iiuil'*  l'*  i'okr  52 
Whs   nitf    imliidr    p^mrr   of   diimrmhrrfnmt 

hill  ot  making  all  rravmahlr  ccindiiit«n« 
And  wiihoiii  rrniis%it»n  of  damay^n,  «ar  coo* 

iitiiirs 

{J     Howp%rjwavrii:hf%ofcrn/ENSC)FNEVk- 

YnRK 
An^.  I'iii7rn«  f*a\r  ihrm  thai  pcmer. 

The  i*owrr  loo  rtsuli%  from  ihc  Eminmt  do- 
main 
ilcncr  iniiirv  from  the  (io\rmmcnt  auih(jriJc« 

lakin^  rhr  proprriv  of  inmicrnf  tuh»rrtt 
ilrnic  iljim  «•(  dama|*r«  lor  lniuric«  to  InJi- 
\iJiijU  is  III  ihr  Public 
i».  Tho%r   Imurics  tmly  forpvrn  which  arr  in  re- 

lation i«»  ihr  war — 
Rrlari<in%hip  in  ihc  War  con«iuf  in  the  Capture 
ot  ihr  i'ltv 

I  jsiU  ii  would  hr  a  hrrach  of  the  i*onfrJrra- 

fi<>n 
("••ncfrss  ha\r  madr  a  irraiv 
\  bfjih  i'f  thai  wiiuld  lie  a  breach  of  their 
ii>n%tifijri>injl  juih«>iii\ 
I'.iwif..*    I  iraf\    I  r^i%lali\e, 
Pr«K  Ij.'TiariMn  j  Ija 


>^-kW 
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Sovcrn|;n  authority  miv  ^wlaic  Treaties 
— B<ild  Citound  admiu  the  Intetition 
Hut  within.  I-^ch  Snir  hat  no  lurh  pHWcr 
Mj^iii)!:  dclrgatcd  the  nixnaf^cmcni  <rf  ib  far> 

»ip^  conrcnu  to  ConKtrw 
Tu  whom  alone  the  ninHilrrjiion  of  iheae,  tea- 
arm  of  Sute  bdang* 
Aa  wril  a  County  may  altrr  the  la«s  of  the 
Sutr  ai  the  Sutc  tbiMC  of  the  Cunfeden- 
lion. 
If  hai  been  uid  LcgifbiuTc  may  alter  lawt  of 

Not  tnie  in  theory 

txamplc  (it  Kamaotn  hill,  nuihmf>  to  (he  put- 

po« 
If  Buch  a  poircr  dors  cmtR  in  our  Guvernifioil 

'til  in  CuOKieM- 
Acreukin  to  Conf :  waa  act  of  LcpiUtutc  why 

mav  fMt  antiihrt  an  altet  it  ? 
UNION  preniitrd 
Act  of  acceaaion  not  a  law  hut  a  CONTRACT 

which  one  part  cannM  relcaac  itartf  fmn 
One  pan  of  an  F.mt>irc  mai  ditmembrr  iiwlf, 
Biti  iKi*  iiipp-'W-t  Jikkoluiioii  .if  tht  OrifHnal 

Willie  fiititid:    cxivis  iti  con» :   Autho;  para- 
Hut  hnwar,    ,(„-    1I[H;F;S  t..d.,>.!r' 
Alls      (..ms     i;iM.ii;   Ind      l'..«r(  ..i.lv  m  ptitt 


iii,li;r%uHt.iiMi  Statri 
An.i  (li.   Uw  ..f  .  j,h  State  must  a  J.,,.!  ihc  U»i 

■Ih...,L-li     in    t-!jti..n    ..,   It,   ..«n    Cll./r,,,    I,«m1 


Ml  mi.M  hrM.nMii,r,li..Stjnai<'):Mh<-| 
AiiJ  licic  ili<r  lulc  uf  CKttu 


r 


